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respecl of its relarionship ro theor , lhe  in f luence i t  seeks  to  0 . in " , . , : , ,  

, , ,  I  c rp ( ( . r  o r  r ts  re la t ionsh ip  to  thes

fi H:f :':ti:.:iili.:T:f ifiil;;T"J:Hl:ff I,v; j:ii;*
2001).The church as u p"rlrl."i" 

s vwrlt(Iu rrI IIs own riehl twsnnsnns

IU:Ti;i$i;:H:T"T",#l:'i?t';1,:"J:lt'Jl".Ttfl J::iliji'i2. :  l9) .  Though , t .  pa i , t .u i l " i '  
' ^ rJ  ur  r l rc  ler row c i l  izens of  rhesainrs,

;1il:,'# ji:j*"","":*ii,ffi::ffi:#;:l.1,ff :,"..I1H::i.:lfe-atur€orrheoris,""r..ii""i".,,,",j;;rT?;t"il1ff ,iifi 
liJiil?on-and has re_emerged throusho

",ffi 
.,'tl r:.ff : ::,$i,i:ff ff iil'J:.fl :TilJ T,jiiil"worship o[ the chur.f, u. rri,r.#,-'i]r 

rcvurutronary novelty lhal the po

: j,,,:ffi ;1.r1;:i;"iffi i:;:i:1,:*i#:[]i[i*li#i:,as pubtic/priyate. r,""a".2*.l"ri,rl-";r";;.":l;i;:j,:l;j.ilfir,"#:?;
exrent those antinomies prevail.T:n::::*":iliJ,*:,:Ti#JilXT:,,'ffi?J:""#1..x1"Tff ,"'

In order to ,nde.riunJ ,h";;,,_-* 
wrr atways remain relevant.

twofold rediscove; ;;;fi , '::t?] 
u€l implicar ions of "politlcal worship,'

l iturgv. and o,, ,r.-'^,r^--^"-]," 
-n lhe one hand of the political dimension.liturgy, and on trt. 

",n". "iirr. 
i 'r 

rIIc one nand ol the oolilir 'al dimer

::ln,:,;*.:,:#iTiTil?,::,,,ff :;lH, j;,H;J;:.:i
understanding of prflt,.r. ur'i iri, '"' "ttu conceplual noveltv of thc chr

:;:Tn,::1,*.*,':';"ilJi:l?".,TJ#ll,'JlTi1;ff ::ifl "T j
il*t*id;:..y#'*:f; x*[T*T;::.:n:?l;] j{fr l;,j*;;i#lTlll:.-:":.lc_"i"J,"e''.#,".i'j.:"r,#[i;:TiTff :;,lf ff iH:lll:r polltics where, accordins toc.a. . af*.",.;,.;;;$';t .:"Ji#r*lJl::: ;ffi::Hym#l
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of Worship

ileitu

of Christian worship has been recognized from the first, not
opposed it (Horsley 1997). This recognition lies at the heart

satheism" that was leveled at the primitive Christian commu-
knew Christianity to be a religious movement, thev still

as atheists because they did not partake in the public cult of
undermining the unity and stability of the res publica.

natheism" was seen as not a religious but a political vice.
typically refuted the charge of being a politically destabiliz-

pointing to their own custom of praying for the welfare of the
they could hardly deny that the Romans were right on one
Christ whom they worshipped could never be like one of the

Qanatesl o[ private religious devotion.
Christ as cosmokrator, ruler of the whole universe.

on the tolerance which the Romans generally offered in
religiosity. Thus a conflict would inevitably arise over the

political deities. The Christians' refusal to participate
was not merely the result of their abhorrence at treating any
od, but sprang from their worship of their own God on whom

not only their own salvation but also the welfare of the city.

the household-polis ol God

in the protection of private devotion, Christian worship
e and finally overcome this separation of political life and

nnenwetsch 199 7). This overcoming of separation would
forms in which that separation was inheriied from antiq-

Eeparation of free male and wealthy citizens from the debased
ers of the household; and its inclusivist seDaration of the
tw.o distinct spheres or ,.l ives, the politic;l l ife lbios poli_
al or contemplative llfe (bios theoretikos). If paul admon_
to live their present lives as citizens worthy of the Gospel

politeuomai suggests one overriding existence or ,ios for the
mefbcks the political and contemplative lives, citizenship and
31res1ed. in Eph. 2: 19: ,,you are no longer strangers, but
household and co-citizens of the saints."

to the radical distinction by which the Greco-Roman world
the "new humanity" (Eph. 4: l3) of the church of

employs both the language o[ the household and
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the Lord's Supper. While these two forms of liturgical celebration - the some members of the congregation according to their
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private life a sort of second life, his biospolitikos. Therefore every citizen i"jr'l

:jI"^:*:11:.|:ll.j::::,T"l1d 
bv 

" :harp distinction in.h-is rife betw;;
is his own (idion) and what is communal (koinon),' (Arendt l9 5g: 24). It \^cisely these two Greek keywords, representing the contrast betwecn two

For the ancient world it was taken for granted that man received

of being, that we lind being taken up in the New Testament in a
ferent way: "The company of those who believed were of one heart
and no one said that any of the things which he possessed was hl
but they had everything in common [koina]" (Acts 4: 32). 

Ls own I

As a corporate action, worship includes in full participation all the

sJmagogue, comprising reading. sermon. and prayer)

risted independently of each other. from the fourth

regularly linked together in a single service. In order

I character of Christian worship, we must note that it

only from public synagogual worship. Though the

as the "intimate" encounter of baptized believers

understood to be a private matter that would have to

must be said in refutation of the influential idea of a

to a Public Worship ' put forward by Dom Gregory

The Shape of the Liturgy (1945: 304ff.). Contra Dix' the
worship is evident upon examination of several

communities.
of state sovereignty were claimed for the church's own

-7 Paul demands that civil disputes, if they cannot be
by pagan courts but should be laid before internal

This arbitration was entrusted to a Christian synhedrin
chaired by the bishop. In the light of the admoni-

Mount to be reconciled with one's adversary before
5: 23) - an iniunction already tahen up in the instruc-

celebration in the Didache (1,4:2) - the Syrian Didas-
these arbitration tribunals to be held at the

;,in order to allow enough time for matters to be settled
(Dix 1945:  106) .

of worship is further indicated by the distinction
forms of assembly in the Christian congregations them-
tle formal assembly of the (whole) congregation, its

$eside this formal assembly, there was another kind of
for the purpose of instruction, lor mutual ediffcation, or
lhe agape, as love meal (Dix 1945: 20f.). This form of

rather to private peer groups in the congregation,
but not a liturgical one, since the public exercise of the

ordained persons) was absent. These different
at latest from the time of fustin: and in Ignatius

not to misunderstand these private meetings for edi-
for participation in public worship (Ignatius, Epistle to

gathering in households of wealthier members (which
century, when the basilica would accommodate

provoke significant misunderstandings in regard to the
worship lWannenwetsch 1997:  l6of f . t .  There are

misunderstanding among the primitive Christian com-
the patrons who hosted the assembly in their houses

the authority they held as patrons with genuine eccle-
against the Corinthians that they were spoiling the

tatives ol the debased household: women, slaves, children, artisans, and
a reconciliation of hitherto unreconciled groups and realms of sociallife.
l: 2 6ff. Paul lists in pairs the deepest antagonisms of the religiorrs,
sexual life that are to be overcome in the new community of the church.
is not implying the negation ol all differences (women do not cease
women, nor men being men), except one crucial difference: the political
These differences, each in its own right representing the public/private
omy, do not count any more when it comes to the citizenship of God'g

In this way a new concept of political identity crystallized - an identity
tained and saleguarded not through exclusivity and exclusion but
participation of all those who were once "noncitizens." straneers and
aliens (paroikoi). Yet this Christian concept of citizenship was not based
idea of "rights," defining or widening the boundaries of a social
expanding access; rather, it is focused on actual participation in political
Each citizen is conceived as havins a ministrv in the church's central
event. "When you come together," Paul declares with the Christian
assembly in view, "aach one has something: a psalm, a teaching, a
interpretation. Let all things be done for edification" (l Cor. l4: 26). The
Testament ekklesia certainly had its special office-holders, but their
even over against the congregation, are always viewed as serving the
of "the multitude of believers," and do not mareinalize these ministries, let
reolace them.

As Aristotle had emphasized, there cannot be a political animal, a
tikon, without office holding. In this way the practice ol leitourgia as the
all the people (the church prelerring this term for their worship activity
Lhan orgia, another Greek term for religious activity that was used in.a
private sense and especially for mystery cults) can be said to have
establishment of a new form of public sphere.

The public character oJ worship

The historical roots of Christian worshin are found in two different
public worship of the ]ewish synagogue, and the celebration in private
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Threats, Losses, Struggles

Ironically - and in contrast to the modern reading of the developrnenr _ 11
exactly Christianity's rise to political power which partially but not comnl
obscured this nascent theological clarity about the inherent political na
the church as a worshipping community. We must, of course, avoid the
ol presenting a narrative of decline from relatively healthy primitive
communities to the compromised church of the Christendom era. In each
there were genuine threats and losses as well as struggle and reformrng s1
Any analysis will have to identify the shi/ting temptation s and diverging
as they came about for the church in dilferent situations and times.

If the public nature of the liturgy was first threatened bv the oower of
private paradigm, it now had to face the threat of being absorbed by the
of another public, the public of the state, which was becominq rncrea
aware of the blessings of the church. Whereas the oolitical character of
church was first confused with a household religion, now it was its role as a
religion that was prone to causing confusion. This development (which wa$
fact, a struggle) must be examined first internally and that externally.

Threats from within: The loss of the oJfertory

Internal$, the political form of the church was ecliosed as the multifold
that had characterized the Christian assembly during the first four centuries
increasingly absorbed by the rise of the monarchical episcopate. This
modeled on secular hierarchical authority and gradually took over most of
hitherto indispensable liturgy of the people, such as the offertory or the pral
of intercession. As the distinction between clergy and laity emerged, based
the differentiation between the active ("saying mass") and passive (.'
mass"), the political form of the church underwent a serious eclinsc.

This unfortunate tendency was expressed and accelerated by the with
the offertory - a liturgical event in which the political nature of the
tion was especially visible, as it comprised a subtle interaction of the whole
with a particular stress on the participation of the laity. Dix summarizes its
ological signilicance:
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the bishop to th€ newly confumed gave ftimsefunder the
to God, as God gives Himself to them under the same

oblations of all her members the Body of Christ, the church.

ce the Body of Christ, the sacrament, in order that receiving
now transformed and hallowed, she might be truly that

is, &e Body of Christ, and each of her members members of

hns the order of laity no less than that of th€ deacons or the

had its own indispensable function in the vital act of the
the sacrifice of himself, of which he is the priest. The

of the whole body, "presented" all together in the Person of
the bishop "offered" all together, for he alone can speak

Christ, as His Body, the church is "accepted" by God "in the
of itself is taken up into His sacrilice of Himself. (Dix 1945:

of the offertory lies in the strange way in which emphases
and communal offering interlock. On the one hand,

every individual believer would bring forward his or her
This implied a certain eucharistic "egalitarianism"

result of the equality of reception (all share in the same
by a particular equality of action: so, for example,

school of orphans in Rome were not hidden away but
was to be mineled with the wine. while the bishop would

on behalf of the whole body but also had to bring his

were seen as representing the lives of the believers in their
to God in order to be taken up by him, to be con-

and transformed into the new life of his bodv. "There
says St. Augustine in his Sermons on the Eucharist, "there

(Sermon 229). This "you" was meant to represent the
and communally. Everyone needed to be literally

though his or her own participation in the "offering" of
altar. This emphasis on individual presence and partici-

obvious in such rites as the "namins" of all communicants
of the oblations and the offertory prayer, as it was held in

in the prayer "post nomina" (Dix 1945: 496f.).
on individual renresentation which was to be drawn
of the offertory and transformed. When the offer-

the elements were no lonser a series of individual con-
mingled to become an indissoluble corpus permir um.

rl|ine that the individuals had broueht forward would be
silver pots whence the eucharistic element was taken

eucharistic elements, consisting of an irreducible com-
'cheap wine (and bread), given by poor and wealthy
the congregation as a whole. The purity of taste is sac-

theological point of a communal represenlalion of the
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congrcgat ion .  u i lh  a l l  i t s  n reml )c rs  i l r rc l  a l l  i r spcc ls  o l  thc i r  l i ves :  s l l cc ( .ss  i i l td
la i l r r r r .  con l l i c l  i r r ( l  rc (on( i l ia t ion ,  ex( l r rs io r r  r rnc l  inc l r rs io r r .  i l nd  so  on .  I i )  l l l f
Lluclrtrrisl \,r 'c l)rin!l tr()l rar'r '  rrrtrlcl ials. nor cr'ctr lhr: cull i ! lr)(i u4rcil l  arrcl grirpc,
bu t  b rcac l  i rnd  n  inc .  rn lnu l i rc lL l rcs ,  bc i r r ing  upon lhcm i r l l thc  p rocesses ,  i t t ( i  l l l i ,
s i r r .  o l  c o n r r n c r c i i r l  p r o i l u c l i o n  ( l l o b i n s o n  I 9 6 1 :  I ; ) .

' l hcsr  
1 - l r i r t t c rs  rna l  s t r f l i t  c  to  i r rd ica l t ' th t  n i r l r r re  o l  t  hc  l r  t ss  r l l r c r r ,  i r t  t l te  t  111; .a

o l  r r ros l  l i l L r rg ic i r l c lcv t ' luprncnts .  i r r  bo lh  F las t  i rnd  \ { ies l .  bcg i r r r r ing  in  th t  l i rL11.111
c c n t r r r ] :  1 1 1 ( ' p r i r c t i c e  o l  l l t r o l l e r t o l l r : i t l r e r l i r d c d i r r v i r r ' ( ) r ' s h r u l t k ( l ( ) \ \ t r I ( ) i l p i r l f
g ,es l l r rc ,  l l re reb)  uo t  on lJ '  i r rp { ) \ , c r i sh i r rg  t l t c  r i ch  cuchar is l i c  p r i rc l i c t  o l  l l t c
i lDc ie  t  ahr r rc l l  l )u t  i r l so  e f l i l l s in ! t  l l t c  i rDp l ic i t  po l i t i c i r l  l l t c0Lr rY in l tc r t r l t  i r l  i l

7' lt ir 'r i ts / i 'rrt;t ()r/ lsi(ir ' i  ( i l ' i i  rt l iqion at:rl t ln' iLh'u ol 1\t, i) l)r)lvr,r '.s

( i r r rcspoDding  to  th is  l l l r c i t l  l r0 r r r  u ' i lh in  $ i ts  thc  l ) ressr r rc  o r r  t l te  gc l lL l i l l (  l )o l i t -
i ca l  ihar r r i l c r  o l  thc  I i tn rg r ' f ro rD ( ) t r l s i i l c .  lhe  scr ,0nr l  l l l r c i l l  a rose  r r l t t , I l  t l t c
i r l l cgc t l  $ i r l c r "  pLrb l i c  o l  l l t c  s t i l l c  soLrg , l ) t  i r rc rc r rs ing l r ,  lo  absorb  lhe  ( . l tu r r l r ' s
l i tu ruv  in to  i r  c i \  i l  l i t r r lg t  b r  c rnp lo l ing  t l l r  l i l r r rg i ( . i t lac t ion  o l  t l te  c l r i r rc l t  t , r t . c l ,
ebr i r l ( 'po l i l i ca l  cv t ln ts  o r  I igu  res .

- l  
l r t  car lv  l )os i l io l t  i l t  n  l t  i ch  tuo  i l i s t ingu ishcc l  p r rb l i cs .  r ' l tu r r 'h  i rn i l  s l i r lL .  , .  iLL  l t

had i l s  r ( ' s l ) rc t iYr ' c l i r i r r r  s l r i l i cc l  $ ' i th i r r  lhc  ( ' l r r i s l i i r l l i zc r i  s l i l t ( ' tou i t rd  l l r f  p fc
sun lp l ion  l l l a t  t l l . r c  \ \ ' i t s  i )nc  co l r t 'Tcn l  pub l i c  sp l rc re .  . \ t } \  [ c t l ta in i r )g  5 r t ] \ r ' ( ] l '
dua i i l t '  coak 'scc t l  in lo  l l t ( ' conce l )1  o f  1 r ' ro  pon 'e rs .  l : l1 ) r ) t  l l l c  ( i )ns t i ln l in i i ln  c r i r
o t r . l l t c o l o g i r ' a l  i r r { o L l l t l s o l  p o l i l i r ' s  i v o r r l r l  t r p i t i r i h  l i r r . r r s o r r h o \ l  a q l l t { ) f i l \  l l u s l
bc  d iv idcd  l r t ' l  u  cc r r  l  h r '  por t r rs ,  c l r  r r rc l r  i r  ld  s l  i l l  c ,  in t t t l i c i l  l y  v i t l i ( l i t t in  g  t  hc  lo l  i ( ) t l
l l )a t  l x ) l i t i cs  i s  r ,sscn t i i r l l \ '  t rbo t r l  l t l opcr  l t r l r r ( ' r  t l i s l r ibu t i< r r r .  l  h is  p r . i r r . l i c t r l  ; rn t iL  i -
I )a l io r  { ) l  i l  \ ' i ( ' u  l l l i l l  r ! i r s  l l r c r t rc t i c t r lh ,  I i r r r t t r r l r r led  r ) ] r rc l t  I i l t c r  { rnos l  l )n ) I l t i l l .n lh
l r r ' \ l i t r \ \ ' c h e r t r c s t r l 1 e r l , i t r l r r r r t . i n ( o l t c c p l s ( ) 1  p ( ) \ \ t ' r ' t l t i r t  r | o r r l i l  r e r t r l e r u r r r  s l t i p

a l ) i r r l  l i o r l r  i1s  c iv i l  rc l i ! l i ous  l i l nc l ion  po l i l i ca l l v  i r r r l cvan l .
' l  

l r c  churc l r  t l r igh l  r r r r  o r t I  s i r le  l t c  se  cn  i t s  i r  l t r r reh  l t r t t t l  n r r r i  h  rs ; l i r  i t r r t r lpo$r , r ' .
r \ ' h ic l )  \1 i ts  loc i r tc r l  l i -o  t  1h( ' { )u1sc l  l levord  l l r c  po l i l i ( i l l ;  l l l i s  \  i cu ,  i s  o11( , r r  i r sso ,
t  ia tcd  t | i t l r  . \L rgus t i r [ "5 : ] re i r t  i rp ( ) loq \  / ) r ' ( ' i i  i I r I i1 ,  l ) (  i .  \ i  l  . \L t r ! rs l i l t ( , i r l l r  i l )uLr ,d  i r
c ruc i i t l  ro l t '1o  u 'L r Ish ip  i l l  t l ) i t l  hc  r r r t r l c rs l00r l  r l t ' r ,o l ioDa l  l1y1 'g ;15  5q11. i11111 '  91 '1 rc | i r -
l i \ ' c :  l \ \ 1 ) l r ^ e s n t i r l i r ' l r r r t c i l i L . s  l / ) r ,  (  l r ' ; l r r l f  i  ) { , i  1 + .  l f i l .  I r t r r l l r c r r r r o r . c .  h i s  i r r r i t h -
s is  o l  the  l )o l i t i ( i r l  (a l i rs l r ( )p l r t .o l  l l r c  [ i rup i rc  s l i r r t cd  l i -0 rn  lhc  t l i i tg r ros is  l l r i r t  t l r t
t l i t i t t l  o l  t l t t  l r ln l ) i re  u i ts  l r r r l c rp t i r rcd  l t r  i t s  l i r l se  r rp rs l t i l t .  t l  l l t r ' ( ) l )e  a l r i  l fL l ! '
( i t td  c | r t ' s  no l  T ( ]c t i ve  l t i s  c l r rc .  l l r t  c .o rc  p r inc ig t l t ' o l  I i rn ta r r  l r rv r ' s l { l / l t  l  l t i t l l r ' i s  l r ) l
d o n t  j u s t i ( ( ' i l ( ) .  l O ) :  t l t c r c l i r l r  l l t r  \ , ( , r \  n o t i o l l  o l  a  l l s  p r i / r / i r r r  \ \ ' l t e r ( , . i r r l l
re (e i \ ' ( ' s  h is  l i l i r ( lL rc  i s  no l  $ i l r r i l t r t c ( i ,  i l I l ( l  l l )e  l ) f ( ' l c l t l i ous  l t i t tu rc  o l  l j l c | r i f
I i r t t t i r t t t r i  i s  expuscr l  as  be i r rg  r r l t l t c ld  r lnh  l l l  i l s  vc r \  o l ) l los i {c :  l i ) rcL , .

r \s  c lear ly  as  / \L rgus l i t rc  s t rcsse( l  u ,o rs l r ip  i t s  a  l cs l  c i rsc  fo r  lhe  po l i l i c t r l  l t r c -
l c t t t iousness  0 f  t l re  I i t l rp i rc .  l te  c l id  r l t t .  I ro rLcvcr .  c l r i r r |  ou t  th is  s t r rne  k rg . i c  l i r r  l l r c
pos i t i l c  co l l j r rn ( l iou  bc t \ r 'ec  l ruc  n ro |sh ip  i r r r t l  tn tc  po l i l i cs .  Whi lc  l rc  s i r r , t  th t '
poss ib i l i t \ ,  I i ) f  thc  hcar  e r r  lY  t  i l \ '  to  n r i r l i c  use  o l  thc  re la t iYr  peacc  th t r t  the  c i r r th l l
c i l y  p fov idcs ,  hc  d id  n r r t .  i tp i r r (  f ronr  cn \ r i sag i l lg  s ( ) rnc  p i l s lo ra l  ( .o r rcc l ions .  s l ' s -

- . r .o l l v  expbru  thc  n i t l s  i r t  t ' t ' l r i ch  seck i r lg  l l t c  bes t  o f  thc  c i tv  (Jc r '  l9 )

, r l iJ .#; , ; ; i , , , " i .g t 'c  3errrr i 'c  p(, . ( .c lhal  r l r r :  h.a 'e.^ 'c i r ] ,e. io 's to l ( ' r t i l
l l t l b " '  

- ,  
-  - . , t i r i , , \

ize t".u;:: i;;;;;,.. L alcgL,ri(ir I ( l i l t i ,renc..I r 'c r*r r ' .u crs.s t 'c' o'cratt i '  tht

,  l l i l i r " t A e - a r t h l y . . r t r " i t r t t r r r e s p t t n c l c t r c e  
1 o  t h t  l w o  l o t c s  ( r r l  s e l l  o r  ( l 1 x l l o r

heaYet ',* 
, ' '4u.," ,n'rr h rr. lr I lrt.se c. r it ies irre fn glgcrl. ,\Lr1r.stir lc aod l lre i\u i lus

T : ' t j . t ; ; l i ; ; ; ; ; l  p , ' l i l i L ; r l t l r t ' ' l ' r g v i t s s t t t t t c ' r l l h r t l t h c d u i r l i t l ' o l  t l r e r \ \ ' o s o ( i c r i e s
t tn , i l : :1 , ,  r ) \ . c r ( .o r l tL .  l l t i s  s i r lL ,L r l  ( , le fn i t \ . .  In  lu r r r .  o l l t r r  l ra ( l i t ions .  cspcc i i l l l !

llili',*.1;'*,',:"':i;il::'ri,lll,il:lli'.':.lIl ':l',li:llii liilii'i.il,li',,I].:,il:
stresed the .nt'nt::,1:: 

i,',::,'.:,lil I ,,,,,r,r.'rli. r\s I,.pr: (irlasirrs r rar*rusl1 renrrrkerl
as operat ing with r .  

: l l : l : l i i l l :  ' : l ; , , ' . r  "  I \ \  ( )  r t rcrc ' rc l r '  * l r ich l l te t t i , r lc l  isr t r lccl
at  the  beg in l l i t l g  ( ' l  I .n r ' \ l \ l l r  (  (  r r1 .

; r ; ; ; ; . . : "  { s e t  l i r r l l r i s ' t r  I i . r r  I )  l ) ( r t r " \ ' r r r  I ( r " r '  I ( r  l f l l

Wh i le  thc  t \ \L )  po ! \ ( f \  ' . t t r t t t t  bc  assL l l l l e ( l  l ( )  l r t ' rn r t l t t i l l h  s t ' tp Io r t i v i "  th t

onenessotachr is l ia l l s r l c i t t l ' c r l l r t l l r i scd t l l . s l r t t ca l l t l c l l r l r t . I t r r r r t t l r l t l i . l i ' r1 l l t ' r t l r
l i ' "po" t i " " t , ' " t  

"  
' r  I  I l . .  r l l i " r r . t  ' l  l ' r l l  l t  l l ou  t ' t  s  scc l i  i t l  ! l  l  (  J  d ( ) l l l f s l  i (  i r l  c  o t  rc  a t ro l  l l e t '

6n"  *oy  o f  cva( l i t l8  t l l c  t r r l l ' r  IL l .n i t le  s ig l l t  o l  i r  shccr  po \ rc r .p l i t J  bc l t ! t ' e t l  sp i r i

iuu fu t i " " , t fa f t  i r t t lh (J r i1 l  \ \ ' i l \ t l l t ' s ia r t l t fo t  i t  ear t  l i r I cq t r i l i b r i t r rn  o l  bo t l t ' l  h i :

a iJJ  t "  uppr , , i  . t ,ec l  bv  c la i t t t i t r ! l  l l r c  t \ \ ' o  poucrs  l r t  be  so  t ' r t l t ' r l1  r l i l l i  r c r r t  lha t

ih "on"aou i . lhar t l l l ' gc l i t l t l l t r t l l r c r ' sn i t l : t l r i r rv i t rq  l t s  ( l t ' l as i t t s  an t l  t t t t l t l c to t ts

o thers  d id ,  o r l  thc  O l t l ' l cs la r r r i ' n t  i l r ra l i l l '  o l  l i i t rg  a r rd  p r ics t

Yet theVCr len tphas isonr l i l l e t 'e r t te . i t l c reas i r tg l l t l l r ( l ( I s lo (X l  i l s ( l i l l L ' r t : l lC( ' l l ( J l

i n  t a s k  b u t  i l l  s t r L l (  l u r c  t h s o l l e r c l v i t t g r t t l l i r t c t a t t r l  t o t l ( l t l c s l  t l l ( ' o l l l c r o l l  t h r

power  o f  thc  \ \ 'o r ( l  a l t l t t c  coL tk l  g i re r isc l t ta t t r r th t r i r l l l r l l t l i t i r r l t . \ \ l t i l t ' ( l r tg r l l - r

v l l  conc lu t l cc l  l fo r .D t t )c  s r rPer ror i t l ,  o l  iL ls t i ce  i rs  a  s l ) i l i l l l i r l  t l t i t tg  I i rpa l

supremacy t tvc r  t l te  n r r r l t lh  i t t t l l l t r t i t r "  i rh ic l t  t r i t s  to  bc  c l l l i l r r ' t ' d  l ) \ ' ( cc l (s i i l \ l i

Ca l  admin is t ra t i \ r , i l ud  j r l r i s ( l i c l io l l i l l  i rL l l l )o r i lY  i l l  i l s  ou t )  r ig l r l  t l r c  i rnpcr i i l l i s l

theOlOgians  o l  thc  i i tL l l . t t ,C t r t l t  cen l r l r \ '  such  i rs  \ l i r rs i l i r t s  o l  l ' i t c l t t l r  i t t l t t t ' e t l  I r l l t t t

the  samc bas ic  ins ig ,h t  l l r i r t  l l tL ' c l lL t rc l l  I l l t r s t  ro l l lp l (  leh  i l l ) s ta i r l  l ron l  i t l l  l t ssoc i

a t ions  w i th  nonsp i r i tu i r l  p t r r r t ' r  t t r t t l  l e r t tc  r . ' r t t t  i l s  ou t l  i t t l r t t i t l i s l t ' i l l i ( ) l l  l o  t l l f

wor ld ly  au l l lo r i t y  \ \ ' l r i t  h i ' vc r  i r r l c rp rc -1 i r l i { ) r )  o t l c  i s  i t l c l i t t c t l  to  I i r l l o r r "  l . lo l l l  r 'o r r -

verge  in  the  i t ssu t rp t ion  l l l i r t  l l l c  l )o l i t i c i r l  pou t t 'o l  l l l c  t l t l t t t l l  i t s  l l l t  ' i r l ) i r c i t \

todomcst ic r r le  t , t - , r1  l c i , s l  i r r l l r rc t t ( t  t r r r t l t l l v  i r t l th t l t - i l t  i5  l ( )  [ )c  s (c t ]  lo  l )c  rLs t i l l i l

ou ts ide  thc  norsh ip  o l  l l re  r ' l t r r r . l r .
To bc surc, therc u'irs irr all I hes(' l l lo(lt ls a u'it l  i l l  rr lt i t l t tr orslt i1l t ot l ld i lsit l  nl(

a p o l i t i c a l l ! ' r c l r l r r n t r o l c . i r s l i r r t ' r i t t t r p l c i t l I l l e  i t l l i t t t r o r t s  i n c i ( l e l r l  u I r t r l  i r l  l l l ( '

endof the l i r tu l l rccn l r r rv ,  I l i s l rop  r \ t lb t -os t  t t l  ! l i l a l l  L rscd  I I )c  c \co l t l t l l l l l l i c i l l i o l l
o f  thc  Chr is l ian  l lnpcror  l l reo i l i , s i t t s  I  lo  t t l ' ge  p r tb l i c  lep t t t l i t t t cc  o l  l l i s  i xces-
s ive ly  c rue l  re ta l i i r lo rv  i rc t io t t  i tga i t t s l  t l t t ' c i l t  o i  ' l hcssa Io t t i ca  \c t i1  r t ' tn i t i t l s  less
than c lear  r tha t  caus t ' c l  l l t . '  , : r t t | t ' ro l  t  rcp t l l ta l l (1 "  \ \ i r s  i t  t l t c  t r l l t ' r ie t l c i :  o l

worsh ip  i t se l l ,  \A ' i th  i l s  i ln l l r i r r l  o l  t t ro t [ ra l io l l  i t l l ( l  t l l e r ( \ "  n ] l i ch  t l rc ' rv  o t t t  ] l i s

ac t ion? Or  \ \ 'as  i t  l l )e  pc t l i rgog i (a l  l i t [ c t io t r  o l  l l l c  c \ (o ln t l rL l l l i c i i l i o r ]  \ l i 1 l r i t l  t l l ( '
power -p lay  l rc , l r r r t r r  "  l l r , '  l r r i ' '

EVen i f  \ , \ , c  hes i l . re  t .  bu t , lh r  r i r l i c . l  i r l te r ' i r l  i ' e  t  l r . t  i s  s t rggcs ted  b t '  l  h is  qL l ts -

tion, it seertts Iair 1o sirv lhirt irs a rt 'sult (rl l l lc sll i ft i t lg I irctts l iom tr'\ 'o l l t l l) l ics or
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societies to two powers or modes of authority, political ethics was by and large
reserve4 for those in power. Rulers could be challenged not to contradict the
thrust of the Gospel in their exercise of authority, but the masses would hardlv
come in as addressees of a political ethics. Their political role tended to 6s
reduced to that of mere subjects rather than citizens.

Rediscoveries

Having characterized the history of the political worship as a complex story of
threats, struggles, and losses, we turn now to recount several rediscoveries. {g
representatives of these hopeful moments in the Christian political tradition, I
present two somewhat detailed examples, one from the Reformation period, the
other from our own time.

Luther's political theology revisited: The eucharistic restitution ol the
political animal

Among other things, the Reformation offered an occasion for the rediscovery of
the political thrust of the practices and teaching of the primitive and patristic
church. It is often overlooked that the emphasis on the universal priesthood of
believers also entailed the rediscovery of their universal citizenship. This can be
demonstrated in Luther's contribution, though this requires us to approach his
political theology at an angle not usually taken. Instead of focusing directly on
his doctrine of the Two Kingdoms or his account of the political use of the law
we may more fruitfully come at his political thought via the notion of vocation
as associated with his doctrine of the three estates and his early eucharistic
teaching (Wannenwetsch 2002).

The idea of political vocation had traditionally been reserved for rulers, not
only in the legitimating sense of divine investiture, but also in the sense, typified
by Charlemagne and Charles the Bold, that rulers understood their authority as
a calling to mirror the merciful way of divine rule and to prepare the way for
God's kingdom. But in Reformation thought, and especially in Luther's theology,
political vocation was to embrace a greater circle than emperor and princes. His
doctrine of three estates implied, strictly speaking, that everll Christian has a
vocation not only for religion, but also for economics and politics. For Luther.
man is not only a nimal sociale as in Aquinas, but in fact a zoon p olitikon, a polit'
ical animal, and this for theological reasons.

"Firstly, the Bible speaks of and teaches about the works of God without anY
doubt; these are divided into three hierarchies: economics, politics and church"
(ouonomia, politia, ecclesia: WA TR 5, 218, f4ff.). In conceiving these estates as
"fellow-creatures" of humankind (" concreatae sint", WA 40 lll, 222, 35f'),
Luther made clear that they were elementary and paradigmatic forms of social
life appropriate to creaturely existence from the beginning.
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Luther conceive ol politia, oeconomia and ecclesia as "pure forms"

to humankind, into which men and women must be squeezed to

functions oI cultural history subsequent to the $eation of man,
,developments at man's disposal. Although not media sdlutis or

vation, for the Reformer, politia' oeconomia and ecclesia are "holy" in

instituted by God and sanctified through his word. They are like the

they are understood in sacramental theology: - 
"n-atural material"

and entrusted to humankind, yet after the lall constantly in

misread (Bayer 1998). Therefore the word has to fill them

ail elementum. . .") and explicitly qualify them as "holy" (" . . .

"). Thus, as Luther held out against various forms of religiously

tion" of those orders: Political and economic life is a divine

lmatter of /alth that is exercised in love within these divinely assigned

lile (Augsburg Conlession 76" "in ta]ibus ordinationibus exercere

of vocation is rooted in the account of elementary forms of life

powers in accordance with the logic of sacramental "elements,"

be surprised to find Luther outlining a eucharistic political theol'

on the Eucharist from I 519, 'Concerning the Blessed Sacra-

Holy and True Body of Christ and the Brotherhoods" (WA 2'

mak€s clear that celebrating the Eucharist is nothing less than

in which the communicants actualize and suffer the citizenship
bestowed on them by baptism.

or purposc of this sacramenl is the fellowship of all saints

and all the saints are one holy body, lust as the inhabitants of a city

and body, each citizen being a member of the other and a

the entire city. All the saints. therefore, are members of Christ and of

which is a spiritual and eternal city of God.

to explain the inner logic of this citizenship by the means of

of goods:

is of such a nature that all the spiritual possessio[s of Christ and

are imparted and communicated to him who receives this sacrament'
his sufferinss and sins arc communicated lo them . . l ike in a city wherc

shareswith all the others the name, honour, freedom, trade' customs.
rlp, support, protection and the like, of that city, and on the other hand
the danger of fire and flood, encmies and death, losses, imposts and the
€r  1943;  10 i )

to capture the political character of relationships among Christians
body, Luther employs the Christological logic of Ihe communi'
which originally expresses the intimate relation of the two

Christ. In a similarly intimate way, political worship simultqneouslq
believers to God and to their fellow citizens.



' l ho l rgh  iD tc rprc tc rs  h i rve  o l ien  tn issec l  l l t i s  (oDrp l ( r \ i t I  o f  Lu thcr '5  po l i t i r i r l

thco log , \ , ,  i l  i s  no tc \  ( ) r1hy  tha t  thc  o | le  (on tenrporarv  l l teo log i t t t t  $ ' l to  h  s  r i i .n
perhaps  the  r ros t  porver l i r l  s l in ru lL rs  fo f  i t  rc t l i scover l ,o l  l l re  po l i t i c i r l  l r i t lL l f ( ,o i
thc  chr r rch  basc t l  in  i t s  p r i l c t i (c  o l  u ,o rsh ip  i r lp l i c i t l v  d r t r r l s  o r t  l -u lher 's  s t rc r l -
lncntrrl lheologl'.

ldnt IL \bfur: I. LIt 'siul tnodtl pra ( l ir rr- /;)r t lr l u'rrr. lr i

JohD l lou i r rd  \ i r t l c r  l l c )9 { :  } ( r5 f l . )  d is t ingr r i sh( ' s  th rcc  lL rn( l i rneDl i r l  u i l \ s  i t l
uh ich  t l t c ' rv r rs l t ip  o l  the  ihurch  c r rn  re la t r  lo  c t l r i cs  i lnd  po l i l i cs :  i r  sao- i11q l -
la l i s l  i r (  coL ln t  ( l yp ic i r l  lo r  l ionr i rn  ( ' i r l l r ( ) l i c i s rn ) ,  i r  synrbo l i s l  approac l r  ( i rs  r r 'p re -
scn le t l  b t  Zu ing l i ) .  r rnc l  a  s i rc r iu ren la l  log ic  l i r s  L r r l l t t ' r  der t l t4 rc r i  i1 .

' l  l r cs ( 'poss ib i l i t i es  rn i r ro r  thc  pos i t ions  l i r r rnu la lec l  d r r r i rg  thc  r 'on t ro \ ' ( . r \ i r \  i t l
s . r r ' r i r r rcn l i r l  lh t 'o logY i r t  lhe  I l c l i r r - r r t  a l  io  n  pcr iod .  l l r t '  sy r rbo l i s l  l ( , f rc  i r \ \L t l | r rs
th ( ' coD( re tc lna t ( ] r i i r lp ra ( l i ceo l  \ \1 ) rsh ip  1o  l l c  a  n )e  r t  l )o i l r l c r  1o \ \ 'a r r l  lh r ,  l t ig l r t , r
rc i r l i t l  o l  t l r c  u r r i l i c r r l ion  be t r , r ,ccn  l ru r r r r r  sou l  iu rc l  ( ' l r r i s t ,  n l r i ch  happt 'ns  i1
be i t l cn .  Hc t r tc  i l  l \  p i f i r lh  l cuds  i t sc l l  to  t r r t  id ra l i s t  l i t ' u  o l  t ' t l r i r ' s .  u  l t i c l r  i r t t  r -
p r e l s  t l r c  r r r r r s h i p  p r i r c t i c c  i n  l c r l D s  ( J l  i r r " i r r r l ) c r i r l i Y c " t { ) p l r l i n l o p r i r c i i ( r ' \ \ l l i t t
i s  idca l l v  s ig r i l i c i l  thc r  c .  , \ ccor r l i r rg l r ' .  l l r ( '  co ln rnun i l ]  o l  l re l i t ' r ,e rs  i s  p r in r i r l ih  in
l i c \ \ 'as  the  i rc lc l rcssc t  o l  i r  mor i r l  i rp l l c r r l .

' l  hc  ( ' t r lho l i c  a l l c r r t i r t in 'o I  s i rc r i r r t t c r l r r l i sn rassr r r t t cs . t )n l l )c ( ( ) l l t r i l r \ ' .  l l r i i t  t l r r
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u ia i r r l t ,  aua f ,  i r s  
' s i r ( r i I l r (  r l  l i t \ ,  r i r1h( r  th i t t t  r l r i t ry i t tg  o r . l l  t ] r ( '  co t l (cp t t la l

i ip f iau t ion ,  o l  the  s .c r i r . c r t i r l  ' r t r r ' l i ccs  lhe t ts t l rcs  1 \ \a r r r l c l t \ \ ' ( ' l s . l r  I9 ' )h :

27C-81.-  
w i th in  the  para t l ig l l r rn to r l t , t  t rppr -o t rch ,  lher - t ' i s  i r  feco l l l l i l i ( ) l l  l l r  l  l )o l i l i ta l

worsh ip  i s  meant  nc i lhc r  t ( )  n rc r r l ln l i l r c l r  t ' x i s l i l l g  po l i t i fa l  s l lL lc l t l res  i l t l ( i  pTo

CedUreS nor  t0  p rov ide  l l t c r r t  v r , i t l t  i r  re l ig i r t r rs  ra1 i l ) l l i l l ( ' ,  b l l l  r i l l  l l c r  !  ( ' l ) rL 's (  l l t s  lhc

un ique po l i t i cs  o f  0oc l .  I r r  be i t r !1  scDSi l i vc  1o  1 l t ( '  l ru l l r  in  I l t c  i r r r t i t r  pc  i tp | ro i tL  l t .

the  par id igma6c 69 ic  cn \ , i s i . . s  \ \1 ) rs l r ip  lo  har . . r  n r . re  t l ta '  i r  negt r t i r . l  i l l r r -

m in ; t ing"  imp i tc t  o t r  scc , r r l . r  po l i l i cs  i rs  a  s i r r rp l i l i c t l  r .a ( l i ' ! ,  o l  ga t r ( ' r \ ^ i rs  (  l i r i l l l

wou ld  seem to  sugg,cs t  t l t i l t  t l l c  chr l rch  s  uo fsh i l )  t l t I r r 'h  ta l i t ' s  lh t  r |o r l t j  au i t r t

tha t  i t  i s  the  wor ld  ( l la t tc rn ' i rs  ]995:  l - t ( ) l

As  a  parad ign l ,  lhe  (h t l r th  s  l x rs i t iY t lY  i l l t t r r r i t l l r t i r lg  i tup i t t l  i s  r r r r ) r r '  \ i s ib l r

a t  the  conceptua l  l c r .c l ,  in  p r t lY i t l i l l g  lhc  s i ' c t t l i t r  l ) (J l i t \ '  \ \ ' i l l l  / r ' r i r l / r r ' r '  ! v i l \ '  o l '

conce iv ing  powcr ,  a t l lhor i l J '  co l r l l r l t l l l i t \ ' ,  r l c t i s i t l r l  t t l t t l ' i t tg  e \ r lL ls io l l /

inc lus ion . "  e tc .  I t  do ts  no t  tc l i  lh ( ]  scc l l l i l r  r l l l ( ' r \  h ( \ \  t ( r  c l la r l  t l l os r '  '  r  r l l r  ( j ) l \  i l l

a  method ica l  w i ry  hu t  i l  s ( '1s  i t la r l r r  bc l l s  r i r rg ing  i l  i r  po l i c r '  l? r l l s  l i r t r l  ' r l  l l r c  l i r r l i t s
set by the partrdignr.

I n t h i s v c i n ,  I i a r l  l J i l r t h  s p t ' i t l i s  o l  l t t r i t l o g i ( i r l ( i r p i r ( i 1 i c s i r | r ( l  l l c ( l s  1 l l i t l p r r l i t
i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s h i r v c i r n ( l  l l r i r t t l l ' c l r r r r c l r h a s l o t t t t s n ' c r [ r 1 ' g i \ i l r g  ( l i r ( c t i ( ) r ] s

drawn f ronr  i l s  ou  n  corc  p ra(  l  i (  ( ' \ .  . - \ s  t  he  s l  i t t c  (  \ i s l  \  t l l l l i l l ( ) \ \  i l l 3 lY  i t s  i t  c r r r  re -
s p o n d e n c e  a n t l  a r t i r l o g t r t ' 1 o  l l r c  l i i t r g d o l t t '  l l l i l f t l r  l 9 i + :  l l l .  l l r t ' t l t t t r t l t s
cent ra l  po l i t i c i r l  tas l i  i s  tha t  o l  rcn l i r ( l i l ) ! l  1 l r ( ' s l i l l ( . .1  l l i \  l i l s l i  t r l  rc t t l i t l r l i t l g
e n t a i l s  t h c  l a i t h l i r l  t ' r c r c i s e o l  l h o s ( ' p r i r e t i c ( s l l l i l l t l r i l \ ' s ( r l e I l l c s l r i l ( ' i l \ " e \ i l ! l l -
P les  o f  an i r log ics  in r r l  r , ' r , , l l i r r i t s  o l  l l r i r t  l \ i ng( lon t  t t l  ( i r c l .  l t t  l ) r ( ' so l l i r l ! l  i r l l
' ' i ncomplc rc  

l i s l  , ,1  t , t t l r ' s r r r l  I r i r c l i ( cs  \ \ ' i l l l  co r r ( :po t ld i l l ! l  l )o l i l i ( i l l  ( ( ) l l ( ( l ) l r
such i i s  "bapt is rn  i ind  c t l r r i r l i t l ' .  "c l i vc rs i l l  o {  ch i t r i s r l l r t la  i t t t c l  s t 'p l t r i l t i o t t  t t l '
powers . '  "bo( ly  o l  ( ' l l f i s l  i r t l ( l  respot ls ib i l i t l ,  sc t r  i r lg  i t t l r l  t r t l i t tg ,  l l t l r t l l  c t l lp l la -
s lz€s  the  c t r tnn l rx  u tns  in  uh i i l r  " l r i t t rs l i t l i i l t l s  i t t td  l t i t t l s i t io t rs  l i l r r l l  the  o t r t
sDhere to the other rt i l l  ir lrvrrr,s br' opcrr lo cliscttssiorr ' . l i tr lt l  l  rr i l l  otl l l '  bt ' tr lorc
or lessobv i0us  i r t t i l  t te t , r ' r  sLr i r l cc t  to  bso lu t r 'p roo l  ( l l .  + l )

Yoder .  lo l lo r " r ' i r rg  i r r  l l r r r lhs  I i ro ls lcps  l l ro t tg l r  c l i s reg i t td i r lg  thc  i l l l ( ' r ) l i o r la l
Ine thodo h  rg ic  i r l  rc : t r i r in t  i t t  t l r c  l ) i r r i t ( i i g l r i l l i (  t t l l l l r t l l t c l l  u i t l l t s  lo  l i l l i i ' i 1  a  s lcp
l u r t h t r  b v  \ 1 . ( ' i r l , i n q , r l  t l r c  n r ' ) ( l c l  ( h a r i l ( t c r  t l l i l t  l l l i  c o r t ' l l r t t t t i c c r  t l l  t l l e
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church tould ancl shorrlcl assrrrc lbr polit ical slruclurcs and proccdurcs. Llc pr1,-
scnts a l ist of l irrc "cir, ' j l  i tnpcrit l ives lvhich hc rlran,s l iorn thc printi l ivc Christ-
ian  \T 'o rsh ip :  r 'g i l l i ta r ia . i sm as  i rnp l i cd  l rv  bapr is . r  i r r r ,  one [ r .d l  soc i i l l i s rn  i r l
in rp l ied  in  thc  [ iucha. is l ,  Io rg i ' cncss .  l l r c  opcn nree t i t rg .  anc l  l l r c  u .1 \ rc rs i lL l t \ ,o l
g i l lec l r ress  (V)dcr  1997:  I  l ) .

Ye t  . r re  n  o .c lc rs  rvhc t  her  \ i  r r l c r ' s  z r :a l  to  c l t r i r '  a  h ig l rc r  p ' l i l i ca r  rc r ( , \ , i l ucc  lo r
thosc  prac t iccs  i rs  mrdc ls '  n : t r l i cs  h i r r r  s l ip  b i r r ' l i  i n to  thc  co t t r r .o r r  l t , r r t l c r .J . r l
lL rnc t i . r r i r l i z ing  re l ig ioL . i  p rac l i (c  as  .  sourcc  l . r  po l i t i ca l  v is ion  ar r , l  . c t i , , , r .
I irr cx..rple. hr stittes irr rcEiar-d l. t lre i.rperati 'e to sllarirrg lrt 'sees irs irhrr.q,111
i .  the  l i . char is t :  " ' l i r  . ra l i c  such s l ra r i .g  sec ' r  ' t r lu ra l ,  i l  he lps  t .  l t i r r l ,
gor )e  th rough ar r  cxo t lus  o r  i r  i ) cn tecos t  t ( ) ! re thcr  l )u t  nc i t l r ( . r  the  s i rbsr r r rcc
r . r t h e p c r l i n e r r t e , f t l r e ' i s i o r r i s c l c p c r r d e . l  , r r a p a r t i c u l a r l r r i l l )  l \ i x l c r  I 9 9 ; i
J  2 ) .

' I ' t t i s  
scc tns  to  o t 'e r l rx rk  t r  c l r rc i t r i  l c i r tu rc  o l  thc  ( .L lch i t r i s t i c  cc l t , l t ra t t . r r .' l  h .ug l r  l l re  f luc l r t r r i s l  i s ,  . l  c , r r rsc .  i l r  i r  scnsc  r rbout  shr r r iag , "  i r  l s  i rs 'L ld r  i r

c r i t ique  . l  oLr r  c i ' i l  i de .s , l  shr r r ing  i rs  i r  res{ ) l r rcc  I i r r -  i r .  I f  s l r t r r ing  is  t ,  l i r l l . r r
thc  ru les  lha t  a r r  i r rc . rp . ra tec l  i r  cuc l r i r r i s r i c  cor l rm. . i (J . .  thca  i r  car  r ra  l . rgc r
be  i rccor r rp i r ' , ied  by  or  l i r c lcc l  by  lhc  rhe lo r ic  o l  s t rc r i l i ce  aDc l  t l r c  a r r  0 r  gcncr . r rs
cor  r t l csccr  r  s io r r ,  I i ) r  u t  ( , i l l r1o l  t , l i r in t  lo  o r ln  r lh i l t  u ,e  c i r t .  thor rg l t  i t  i s  ( ,1 )n lp l ( , l r l \
o r r rs .  ( ( ' l t r i s t  g i 'es  h i i . r rsc l l  t rs  l r ) l / i s  C/ r , . i . \ l . r - .  l )L t t  on ly  l I  t i sx . )So i l )  a r rY  c i r5 f  ( r l
s l t ' r i r tg .  r , rc 'd . . .1  b 'n  c l r tn ' .  lo  o lhers  b 'g ra l t l i t rg  the ' l  i t cccss  lo  o . r  l ) r l )pc t . t ' i
r i r l l re r ,  n r ' shar ( ' togc ' t l l c r  i r r  thc  gooc ls  t l t i r t  C ix l  l r i r s  p rov idcd  l i r r  L rs .

L i l ie * ' i sc :  N l r rs t  bap l i s . ra l  cg t r l i ta r ia r is . r  r ro t  bccor rc  a  s / ,a r r r l i r fu i r  l i r r  . l l r c r
I . rn rs  r l  cga l i la r i r r . i s rn .  i l  the  d i l l c re .ccs  tha l  i r r ( ' r ) \ ' c r ( .ourc  l i r r  lhc  l i , l l . *  c  r i
z ( r ts  o l  ( iod  s  pcop le  r r rc  p rec isc l r ' l to l i t i ca l  a r t r l  ccor l ( r tn i , . , :  In  l i ) ( ,us i l t ! l  ( )D  u \ | r -
co t t t ing  d i l l i : r c l t t cs  i l l  po l i l i ca l  i r rd  ccororn ic  pos i l iuns .  b t rp t i s r l i r l  eg t r l i l r  r r . i r r r  r  i s r  r  r
i s  I rce  t .  i r l l i rn r  r rn r l  ce lcbr t i te  d i l l c re r tccs  u i r i c l r  o lhcr  l i r rms . l  t ,ga l i l i r r i i i r i ,n r
c i r . 'o1 .  s .c l )  as  b . t *ecr r  . ra lc  i r r r l  l c rn i r le .  c l i l l i ' r i rg  cLr l r r r res .  i ' ( l i ' i ( lL l i r l  c  l r i r r i s ,
l l ) i t t i t ,  c l (  .

\ i rder  seer r ts  lo  u 'an1 11 , , , , . "  a l t l  t ' r tds  up  \ \ ' i l l t  l ( , ss .  C la i t r r in t  i l  l ? { ) { l i ,  (  l r i l - i l f l . r .
I . r  t ' cc lcs i i r l  p ra . l i ccs ,  lh ( 'd i rcc l  l i . c  rhar  i s  d r .u ' r  l r .n r  " r ' i i r i l  i r r r | c ra l i ' r ' r "  r r i r r ' l i -
$ ' i l f ( l s t ( ) l l r o s c p r i t ( l i c c s b u Y s 1 o o r c i r c l i l v i r r t o t l t c i d e a 0 l  l r a l t s l i l l i l t ) i l i t r .  l i o l , ] ( ) , , r
I i t t tg t . . rgc  i l ] to  i . , ro ther  r r i r l roLr l  l . ss :  \ \ ' l r i r t  thc  \ ru ' r ' ( ' s taDr (1r l  be l re |c ' r  s  * i , r , .
t io i t tg  in  l l resc  scr , , ( ' r i r l  p f i t ( . l i ces .  .  .  r 'an  be  s l tohc t r  o l  i l l  soc i i t l  p ro ( ,css  l r , r r r rs  c i rs i l t '
t r i l l l s l i l t ( ' ( l  i r r t0  l ro r r re l ig io t rs  len l ts  ( \ i ) ( l ( , r  l c : )9+ :  l6+ t . . l  h is  sc t , rus  to  i l ssL l  t r .
t l r i r t  rv l t i l e  ue  l inor l  th ( , (on tc l t t  i r r rc l  l to l i l i ca l  l t ( , ( . css i l l ,  o l .a  ( .on( .ep t  o l  . . t , r1Lr i r l ,
i t y .  a l i  r , t c l r r t - l i i s i r  rD( ) rc  s l t rb lc  l i tn r l ; r rD t . r r t  t , ,  g r , ,L r [d  t l r i :  i [ rPr . r l r l i ve  o r .  i r  n r r r r . f
t l l i c t i !e  r r I r I I  i v I r I i r  ) r  I  to  s l r i vc  l i r r  i t s  rea l i z t r t ion .

i \ r t1 ' l r r r r r ' l i o ' i r l  rcq .cs l  l ( ) r  a  ' r . r le l  ' l i r c l i s .x i rc t l y ,  
l l l ( , co t rce l ) lu i l l  ( . . r ios i t )

t r ' l t i ch  i s  i r l l  imp( ) r laDI  i i r r  thc  t l r r t r -ch  i l  i t  i s  lo  ( lose l r ,  . l i s te t )  lo  thc  po l i t i i i r l
t l l e i l t r i l l l l  \ \ I l i ch  i l s  r tun  l i tu rg ic r r l  I ra r t r r t ,bcar r .  \ l r  , , r r r r  rL r fg t , r l io l t  o l  i t  I lo t -c
a l ) l l ropr l i l l ( '  l e l t lgu i tgc  0 l  rnark i l ]g  thc  in lpac t  0 l  wors l r i l t  o l l  sccu l i t r  po l i t i ( i ,
c t l r l ) loys  l l l ( ' r re l i rp l ro r ic . i r l  i l u i l !a i  i r t ion  i r r  r , r4 r ic l r  l i l u rg ic i r l  expcr i r . r rce  s l t i l l s  ovcr -
in  i r  cor r rp le r  a |d  n t i rn i l i r ld  r |ay  ( \ \ , i tDne l l r t ' c l sch  1997:  _ l7 j_ l  l f i ) .
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Conclusion

when welar<c.'er:r'lllv, ll;"ll;). illll:;,:l;lli,i,ll l ii'illlll :'i l]ll l:,lir l;il;;
" "  "666 's  l i tL t rg t t t '  i r r ru  t  ' . '  r { r  \  \ r (

?ta,i,-Uf, wo;ldly iruth"ri l, ics mrtsl be rctrrinde(l ol \\ 'hirt thc!' i tctttall\" \ 'e1

f,,nln,"nu""* "-l:::'-:, iI:1'ili].i':li:i::i:,:iirl',i:ii'l[l]::J'll':l:l,iii:;
i ian statesmcn.-ou:.:::i:,:i ::,::i l i l i, (s'ch .s parcrlls) a.tl lhert l.rc beirrr'rs ol
Dowef  a t  var ious , le \ rc ls  r ' r  \ r ' t r t r l

blit ical resPonstntttt l ' '
* i i ' ir1ot, 

r,r","r,cr. a rrrirrginal,,qrrcstiorr r| lrelhcr lhcse (le iacto l itrrrgists of

,,r-.:;""" know tltcir "busitt ' ' :ss l ioltt expcricttcc lt t lalics a crttcial cli l l i 'rctlcc

oJiJnift" o.,,,.. iu thcir ft ' l i l . i(al roles ttnricrstttttt i  thl: lnscl|c:i in l i ttrrgicit l tertns

^ , ' i " . ru r "  a l te rn i r l i \ cs  t ,  lh is  ' i c r r ' ,  as  a ! , ( ' . t s . i  th t  ger le ra l  u i l l ,  o r  i l \  repre

ian i i ru  coa , ,n  
"o . th .  

o r  i rs  Pr r l i t i r , i r t  jobh0 ldcrs .  o r  i rs  rnan i rgc fs .  ( ' l ( .  I l  l l r c \ ,  \ \ , i rn1

i " ' i r " " "p , "  the i r  ca l l ing  t .  [ rc  ( ] rx l  s  l i t r r rg is t ,s  a r rd  t l cac . t ts .  thc r '  u ' i l l  6 t  u 'c l l

aauirea io learn w5al it r.citrs to ('xpcricttct a lrt lc l i l l-1r8,] a' i l  l . bc sc^r'd 5r'

a qenuine dlj i lcun.- " tn , t t i ,  
persPc( l rvL  lhc  \ \ ' ) rsh ip  o l  thc  chr ' t rc l l '  t t l l i c l t  p to r idcs  a  sab l )a t i ca l

interruption of thc polit ics ol thc lrrrrld bf itrrrncl sirrg pcoplc over irrld o\'( 'r irgil l l l

into the pancsthetica I vision ol t l lc pt)l i t ics ol (lorl trt it l- r 'r ' t l l ire regitrclecl as stttnc

th ing  l i ke  an  e lemcntary  sc l r rx r l  l i r r  lhosc  uho bc i r lp , r l i t i c i r l  rcspor rs ib i l i t \ ' .1 'h is

polit ical di0koltir, i ls i lnporli lnL as l l l is scr'" ' ictr to l l te u'orld is docs hou't 'r 'er tttt l

cons t i tu te  c i ther  thc  in r )e r  r i l l i ona lc  o r  the  to rc  o l  l l te  ch t t rc l t ' s  po l i l i (a l  \ r r rs l t i l>

Its rationalc l ies solclf in l l lc praisctl lortlship 01 (' l tr ist rt ' l lo l lapPt'rls to rlt lc t lol

an original horde ol inclivirltt l l  bclis'ers bLrt a bixlv of if l l ttt '  cit izetts

Yet  the  red iscovcr l '  o f  t  l r c  l l r im i r  r l  pc t l i l  i t  l r  I  ua l t t re  o f  t l r c  c l tL r rc l r  i t s  i l  i s  t  oo t t l

in worship (l i turg,y i ls polit i(s) cirl ls i irrl l l  i t rencr'r 'ctl ttppl-t lreltsiotr ol poli l ical

d iakon ia  (g r l i l i cs  as  l i t r t rgv ) .  
' l ' he  l l l t t c r  do( 's  I ro t  (  o l rs t i t t l l c '  t t t to l l t t  r  l i e l t l  o r -  11 '1 lc

Of  aCt iOn b t r l  n r rs l  be  scc l  i r  n te rc  e \ l c ls io l l  o l  l l r c  p r i t t l i c t  o l  se t ' l ' i l l g  lhc

we l fa re  o f  lhc  c i l y "  th i l t ,  i r s  thc  i t t te rccss io t l s  i l l l l o l lg  t l t l t t ' r  $ r l rs l t ip  p r i t ( l l ces

show, is alrcady pirrt and pirfccl {)i the Iitrrrg,}:
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