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pture: New Testament

pherRowland

who s'o lo the Bib|e expecllng an unambiguous mes.Sace ?r,'Ltl 'eDl:suc 
oI

; need to recall William Blake s. wt-t "prt-tt,l^.1?t1::,11t:l*'?:$?l
:i-ff T J: Jil:l ::H' il:ff#;i'J"J *t'i*" ( rhe Everrnsting Gosper'

a). rnat is a salutarv reminder :::""t",':"",TY:iir:::,".:ni'1:TlliJ]8)' That is a saruL'rtv '"""': ' ' ':g"; 
r9g0). ln different social and histor-

at the Bible savs" on anv sublect rbarr,r 7ou '' 
:::,,";';;;:;.."".re of Chris-

"""i"*' 
atn *" texts have been us"9. th1':111jli-"}ll*"'1i",tn.o'on

ntexts, dilterenr t|jxrs rrdv! ".*" 
;;;t;. an underslanding of t'hristian

n after lhe convcrsion ol ( onsran lre', 
i l l.:::;-::;;"'"" Therc was a

;;;;;";,," tied up with rhe task of !'hTtlT.'.'::'llf'];1,"1',".", ,":came more treo up wrrrr """'-:"_ri."r, between God and Caesar in
)nding dimillution o[ the stark,

and political arransementS wnrcrr hal "tl]:""1,*i'i':i:: :"J:t-':::iiiJ-T and political uttu"8:i"'"::,-".::ii 
*"r"" i"r..tutng the complex oscilla-

;:?J:fi ""::""#:ffi :f :'["H"::ffi 'ffi ;19"3^111-.,1'"1'111;;
t between accommooauotr drru-5!vqr;;";;rni;;.. 

An 
..accommodationist"

ff"ll.l:,:";'iJ[:J:]il'li"ii.'".i.""i'^:r'.'*',i:1',T:ifjion would tend to locus urr """' ,t 
" 

^n*.",,ve Service Book ( l9 ttO ) of the
text, as was done, for examPle inl

;;hffi ;""d,1;ih.."uiing,roJe""t"1'L1-t^L1:t"1':-::]|T.X,'fJi:;
ii,::::ffiffi:iffi;i';;;:\;;;r;tist" positions ir one reads the New

nt through the lens ot the anocalvise and eiv":i::TT:":"11"":";1i,1;ament througn rne letrs u' 'l': :':l;il;colonial power. Accommodarion

::S"::?,T:'il'"LTi:':i"1,':i.'""# ;; *i{:':*- *,**'i il*il,il.ratism are nowtrs,. """-' 
*"" .- 

.iArmers and the early Anabaptists.
use of scripture by the magiskrtar. rer"' 

i'i"l :.:' ;^i';;;^i,,,,a n 1 9 9 6 ),
;";h;;-;;;c straight to the biblical,tcxts f 1..:"''^'i'::":-".-t.t

:"il",*""ii?":T'il'i""tot"i"t'o,' "r 
thc contours of an cme.rsins

*r*i.' i"ii" t"*s of the New restlT:lly::*::?ii::i.:fi::J
lstran polltlcs rlr Lrrs P46!o "^ ."^*;;;. as it can be reconstrurted from pre-

:li:i,:H'l'""'.:::'iT.'H#: ;: i:i.-*' iio "oo-""n : :T:^:::: :::::
liXltlX',T i;; *i" *n"-" t' it'' 'avs in which rhe s'lltl::i,*"'"
rl. A characteristic slrand ol tnat early praclicc expresses itsell rn a



col)l inuing interplay bctwecn contraries": t l i l ferencc from the surroundinp
order and living u'ithin i l; continuity with the.Jewish tradition an(l yct raditiJ
departure from it: and the tension bctwecn thc reality ol thc continuity ol lhis
age and the laste of the age to conte.

This wil l be folkxt'ed by a much later n,ritcr's interpretation of l icy Ne'r'r, 
- lr.s-

tancnt texts. 
' f he choice of lohn 1\' l  i l ton's t rcatisc oIt The Tattu'c oJ Kin4r^ (ird ,\ ldq-

istmfes is not arbitrary. | irst, it u'as nritten in a situation in which therc u,as l lre
widest dividc betn'ccn the divine an(l thc human kingdoms. As such. i l  oflers al
example ol biblical ir)terpreiation whicll echoes tltc sentirncnts of prc-('onstir1-

tinian Christianit] ' . Scconcl, Nli lton oflcrs examplcs of the interprctatiorr ()l l ie\
Chr is t ian  lcx ts  such as  Mat t .  22 :  15  22  anc l  l t rn r .  1  i .  I  I0  as  par - l  o l  h is  r r rg r r
ment  aga ins t  lhose n 'ho  $ ,ou ld  c la in l  sc r ip lu ra l  au l l to r i t y  l i r r  a  v ien ,o l  l :u r Ia
societl, in which the clivine nronarch is replicated in hun)eln allails. j\, l i l ton s rc\I.
therclore, ollers aD opportunity to u'atch ?ln intcrprcter at u'orl i in a clcarlY
unclerstood contcxl; and a contexl. nlorcovcr, that has a closc rrnalogv rtit l t 1hc
s i tu i i l i on  o l  p rFcons tan t in i iu r  ( 'h r i s t ian i l ] , .  In  the  l igh t  o l  lhc  ske tch  o l  the  i r r rc r -
pretive context of earliest Chrislianit] ' , rvith its clcar pri()rit izlt ion ol obcrlicncr
to (lod rather thart Cacsar ir l privatc ancl public l i fc, and a consirleratiorr ol l lrc
scriptures which stresses thc crit ical dil lerence betu'ecn thc divine antl hurntrn
polit ics. u'c wil l considcr thc (iospel accounts o[ fesLrs prophetic proclanerliol
of God's l i ingdorn and thc cthical challenge it presented to carly ( 'hrisl ians, ar)(l
thc indications o[ their engagcment r,.r ' i th that challeng,e.

Bolh pre-Constarlt inian ('hristianity and j\, l i l ton s ft,nrn,rrl l i irrgs arrd;\lrrri i-
lrrrfcr- exernpli ly thc stark contrast betu,ccn (]od's kingdonr ancl lhe l i ingdonrs ol'
this workl \,\,hich is characlcristic ol so much ol lhc Ne$"Icstament.'fhe corl
trast bet$'ecn lhis age ancl lhe ag,c t{) corrrc, the prcscnt aDd the futurc, irrrt l
between whal. is antl what should be. is a thrcad n,hich runs through the \crl
' l 'cstamcnt 

and r,r4rich gives that collcction ()f writ ings i ls pcculi irr theologicirl
powcr Such a conviction l ies at the heart ol Christiarr bclicl and acccntuat('s thc
qualitative (l i l fercncc betwecn prcsdrt aDcl lulure dou,rlplir!, in€i t l le sull icicncl ()i '
al l present polit ical arrangernerrts. fhis tcnsion. or dialcctic. in various fonns lrirs
be(jn charactcristic of Clrristian polit ical theokrgy do$'n thc (.enturics.

Pre-Constantinian Christianity's Iimcrging I,olitical Identity

l )esp i te  thc  d i l l c rcn t  s t rands  in  sc r ip tu rc .  thc  pos i t ion  ta l i c r  i l l  th is  cssa ] . i s  tha t
the main elements ol ( 'hrisl ian i(ientit) ' , as excntplif icd irr rlhat r 'r 'c citrt r l iscovcr
about thc practicc of prc-Constantinian Clrristianit],. anrl reculietl and praclice(l
by Ininorit ies within the Christian churches don'n thc ccnturies, are noncolr-
lbrrnist and brrsccl orr tbe principlc that "$,e ntust obey Liod rather than arty
human author i ty "  (Ac ts  ) :  29 ;  and scc  lu r ther  Urads lock  and Rowland 2(X )  I  ) .
' l 'he 

subversive charactcr ol the nascent Christian nrovement was early recog-

t'* '-- 

! -:--- ,r-!t r.hrisl ians were pr'claiming 
'another
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word) That is Irot to say thttt persecrltiol] $'as u'idcsprtil(
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s ( t t l P r l  K l  :  r l  \ Y  T L s l  1 \ l l  \  |  i  _ )
J+ ( 'HRISIC 'PHI ]R RO\ I 'LA\ I )

and I luml ress  -20O1:  Lane l rox  l9 lJ7 :  Roussc i lu  Pachonr ius  1985:  Kre ic le r
2(X)  I  ) .

' l -he  roo ts  o l  th is  a l te r r ra t i \ . r ' .  c0u l r tc r - r 'u l l r r ra l .  po l i t i ca l  idcn t i l y  a t -c  l i ] l td i l -
tnentirl for intcrpre tir.rg ('hristi i lnit l, s Iburrdation docunrcnls trs thc1, mlrlcl lt irr q
l.reen understood [rt '  lhc ('hristians of thc Iirst centurics. l]aptisntal l i lurgics
stressed thc dil l i 'rcnl charactcr ol the cit izenship inrrrlvccl in lrcirrg ir ntcnrbcr 9l '
lhis re\r."race. lt rrcanl (lelivcr'all l t t '  frotn thc derronic rvorld rvhich corrtrolled
the  r ,a lues  o f  thc  uor lc l  a t  la rqc ,  \ 'a lucs  rn 'h ich  Chr is t ia r rs  c lce tned t rn t i l l te l i c i r l  to
human lk l r r i sh ing  (Jus t i r l  F ' i rs l  Apokrgv  l . l ) .  ' l ' he  ca tcchunrcnatc  i rnd  bap l is r l
n 'c re  p t r r t  o l  a  p roc t ' ss  o f  incu l l r r ra t io l  i l to  a  t , c r t 'd i l i c ren t  po l i t i c t r l  c t r l tu rc .  I , i ru l
ske tches  i t  in  l lo rnar rs  12 ,  wr i t ing  i l l  thc  rencn 'a l  o l  th t , r t r i r rd  anc l  thc  o l l i ' r i r r r
o l  l i \ , in€ l  sacr i i i ces .  l :o r  sornc  lh is  r , r ,as  l i te ra l l l  t ru tc ,  as  thc  l t r i l r l v r  n i t r ra l i \ ( ' s
lcsti ly. l\ ' l irrtyrdorr, ho$'cYcr, $,as trol extraor(l inarv bul at lhe cncl ol ir coll l i ] l
uum r t 'h i (h  sar rv  Chr is t i i r r : s  cngaged in  a  pub l i c  c l rDt0ns l r i t l i o l t  o l  a  t l i l fe rc r r l
po l i t i ca l  c lhos .  in  \ , \ ' h icb  ( 'h r i s t .  no t  ( 'aes i r r ,  $ i rs  Lor ( l  ( l )h i l .  2 :  Rer :  l9 :  l  ( ) ) .  I l r i r l
a l lenra t iv ( '  po l i l i ca l  p rac l i cc  \ , \ , i t s  suppor tcd  l t v  p r i rc t i c i r l  a r r t l  ac l tn i r r i s l r t r l i vc
arralngemcnts nlanil i 'ste(l in l lctu'orks ol corn rnu rr icatio n an(l lnuluil l  support
' l ' he  l i r l te r  in  par t i cu l i l r  cn tbod icd  i l l t  a l l c rna l i vc  po l i t y  r , r , l r i ch  cor r l t l  bc  sec l  i r l
l l te  loc t r I  leve l  l lus t in  Apo logv  l  6 i - . l l  an t i  in lc rna l iona l l l  ( l ) i r t r l  s  i .o l l c r . t ion  l i r r
lhc  poor  in  fe r r rsa lenr  bc ing  thc  ear l i cs t  i lnd  t r t ( rs t  rc rn  rkab lc  cx i r r rp lc  o l ' l l t i s .
e . g .  R o r ) r .  l 5 ;  l 5 :  2  ( ' o r  l i  9 ) .

' lhe 
Conlrasl belrveen God and Caesar: lolrn Nli lton's The

Tenure of Kings unil Magislrnles ( I 649)

I l r  a  s i lL la t ion  u l tc rc  hun l r r t  rnonar r ' l t v  l l r i i  bec .< tnrc  so  l l r r t t< l  th i l l  i t  h i t ( l  1o  l t
res is lc ( l  an( l  rc rnovet l  i r r  th l l  sear ( l t I i r rabc l tc r l i i ngdom,  lohn N l i l to r r  ( t6OlJ  ;  t t
t xp la i t t s  thc  e \ l raor ( l iD i t ry  cvcn ts  o l  l6 -19  nh ich  sa$ t l l c  I ' xecu l io l t  o l  t l r c
l i t tg l i s l t  n ro r ra rch .  \  l r i t ing  i l l  t l r i s  t in tc  o f  r iphe i rva l .  N l i l ton  rc je 'c tcd  lhe  r ( ) \ 'a l i s ls '
jn te rprc ta t ion  o l  cer l i t in  b i [ r l i ca l  pass i rges  i rs  a  dc fense o l  l ]un t i r r t  r lo r ra r r . l t l  i r r r . l
I l s  opprcss ive  c { ) l t sc ( l r rcnccs .  \ l i l ton  is  0ne o l  the  l i t r r r r r ( )s l  i l ( l \ r ) ( , i l l es  1 ) l  an  un( j (  t
s lan( l iDg o l  C l t r i s t i i  t  po l i t i r , s  u 'b i t .h  r ( ' l l ec ls  thosc  f i r r l i c r r l .  nor rcor r f t r rn t i s l
i t l s t inc ls .  l l t ' [ reg i inu f i t in t ]J t . ' / i ,  l t f r , ry ' l i i r r r t s r  rd , \ l r r4 is l r l r l r | - I l ) zc lz i r in is l t )9  l l
t iu r ing  K ing  C l ra r lcs 's  l r ia l  bu1 to rnp lc ted  rn t l  pub l i s l t c .d  i l  i l l l c r  h is  t ' xecu t io l l .  l l
i s  i r  te \ l  \ \ ' h ich  is  cxp l i c i l l r , t  on l t ' r tu  l  and .  i rs  sucb.  r l i l l e rs  in  s rvcra l  l i t ' 1  r -e 'spc t  l s
I io ln  lhe  l i r rc  ta l ien  bv  sorne  o l  \ , l i l l on 's  r t rd ic i t l  cor r lenrp( ) ra r ics  l i ke  l - i lbun tc
and \ \  i t t s l i r r r l c l r  \ l i l toD argucs  t l )c  casc  fo r  the  r igh l  lo  c \c (  u te  i r  t y r i r r r t .  bu t  a lso
thc  more  r i rc l i c i r l  case  lb r  l topLr la r  sovcre ig r r tv  bascr l  o l  r rn  o r ig ina l  soc ia l  a r r i i
SoYern t ) ten Ia I  con tp i t (1  th i t t  e r rsurcs  the  pcop l t :  s  r igh t  lo  ch tx tsc  anc l  changr '
thcir goverDrrents as 1l)ev scc l it. It is a nlanil. 'sto ol those r.r 'ho r,trlue rcligi0rrs
liberty and a l l-r 'e cornmorrwcal1h withtlut ruonirrchy or aristocracy. i\ ' l i l lol l
n' i ls crtte ol Ihe foremost apologists ol nort( onf(r'n)i ly. In' l l l . 'Tt:t lurc ol Kirrg-s rirrrl
Mdrlir-lr?t(s n'e l incl passagcs lrurn lhc l lebrctv l l iblc lreate(l to support thc bibli-

.al attituclc to urtrnarchl rrhith is then takell Iurther \\ ' i th an exalnil lalion ol

iLl6 p"*"g"t cL)rrrlc.t( 'd nith Clrristianit) ' arlcl royal pow('r (Matl ' l l  at)d

i 2. r f l ) ' l 'he work ollers a thorouS,hgoit)8' i l l teractioll u' ith nlaior scrip
R o f n .  L  ' " ' - '

li,i'0",**":,111'*.lll:,:l:,,.,,'i, h:];ll:::,l,ll,ix:lllli"'l,"jl:;,',;','l';:',;:
reformist  wr i t i t tgs '  i r l l r - l  to , r r r ' r r r l

centur ies 
( l )zr lz i t t r  

i l . . i l " :  1 i . , . '  I  T .2.+-7.N{ i l1on points  lo  lhe lact  lhat  i l  on t l )c
In  h is  c ( )ns idcra t l i ' l l  ( ) l  \ l i rL t  l

- i ir"tt,t ,t Christ l 'cter rtrrs.tr 'hil( l of (lod trttd thr:refore lrcc so it ls11 irre c6tt-

ffi;;;v .'hl':illl: I'l:1,',"'lli.li;,l"'jiilliT,lll.i.llil;,j;,lil,,'"li,,il:,'i:'lll:,1:
Christ's respt-tt lsc: lo i lsK,lt)l l lrr '(

i lror"a tt.r. uu.rt rbr,r t lcl i ttsc r,l hurllarl ( l igl l i t] '  artd the basis ol Drit l lc rcsporr-

sibilitY to ('iod:

i f  upon t lchol( l l l lg t t lc lrr ' r '  i rr l r l  r 'oul l lcnal)c( oi i l  lni l l )  sol l lcol lc \ \1)ult l  i ls l i  u l l t tsc

image  i s  t h i l t  $ ( )L l l ( l t l ( r t ' r l l \ . { ) l l ( r i ech rcp l v th t l t i t \ r ' i l s ( ; ods 'S i I r ( e . t h l l l ! \ ' ( bc l ( ) nq

to Cod, tht l t  is wc i l rc trutv trci  t t tr t l  t) l t  t l tur i lcc(tLlDt l t)  bc relderccl 1() ( lod i l l () t lc '

surely wc caDnol. \ \ ' l tnotl l  sl l l  i lnLl iD iaf l  lhc i l reatcsl satr i legt l lar l t l  r l t trst 'hes

oi"r ' i t  , fn""tu u, C, 'csar, I  l l i t l  is lo a lnalt  i tnd es|ccial lv onc t{h(r is ul l i t ls l  n i ' l ie( l

and tyran11ical:

I n s i m i l a r r ' e i l l N l i l t o n i l l t e r p r e t s l l t e c l l l t c l t t t l i t t g s i t l ' i t l g r l l j c s t . t s i l s a s t t n r n l i l t t s

to humanity to rccoStrizc thc l i t l r i ts of thcir oi) l ig l iol l :

Render to Citcsar t l t( ]  things thirt  i rre ( i l tsirr- s alr( l  thc I hings t hit t  i rre ( l (J( l  s t{) ( lo( l

. ' . w h o c l o c s n o l k l l o $ ' l I l a l l l l o s c l h i l l g s l t . h i r . l t b c l t r t l ! , 1 ( ) t h c p c o p I c s h ( ) t l I d t ) C
given bitck to the pc(rpLe: So r101 al l  thiDg' irrc t  i r t  sar \ '  Orlf  l iber lv is Ir tr t  (  ac\ar 's '

f , u t  i s  a  b i r t hc l i r y  g i l t  i r t r n  i i oc l  
' l og i vc  b i l ' l i l o i r r ) v ( i l c s l r $h i r l l l c ( l i r l  I I ( ' { | r ' r ' r i \ L

lrorn him rvorr l i l  i ,c the trrtrsl  [r i rsc arld url t trrr l l l  ol  t l rr  of i : ] in () l  lnarr '

L i ke  some  n t t l t l e r r t  co l l l l l l e l )  I  a  t o r s  \ l i l l t r t l  dc t t l a r t ds  l l l i l t  \ \ e  l i l l i c  sc r i oL l s l \ '  t l l e

COnteXt in rt 'hich ftrc questlo] l  i lbot l l  th( pi lvl l lcDl oi ta\cs t(J Cit.si tr  r l ' t tS i tsl icct

(especial ly Lul<e 20: 20t ( ' l rr isl  wi lr l lcd rrt ' t  s" Inuclr to r( l l l i l l ( l  us so obscurt ' l t '

and ambiguousl l  ol  our ( l t t t l '  tou ards ki l tgs or Cttcsars i ls t l )  prr ' \ 'c t l lc rr i t  I 'ct l-

ness  and  ma l i cc  o f  l hc  hypoc r i l i ca l  I ) h t r r i s ccs , '

I n  con t ras t  l o  t be  l s rac l i t es  r r  ho  kep t  -  l i k c  a i l  t l t e  t r a t i o r l s  as l i i ng  l i r r  a  l i i t t g '

C h r i s t h a d d e n l a n d ( ' d s o n l e t h i l r g J i l l c ' " ' t t '  1 . , t '  l \ t 1 r ) \ \  t h c p t  t t t e t s o l  t h c t l a t l o n s

are  ru le rs  over  thcn l  ( \ l i r t t  : t r l j ;  ; r '  so  t l ) i r l  c l ) f i s l i i r r r  p t " l ' l c  shou ld  no t  ask

t". r irf"""fit" if-r"-,,tfr". ,,nri,,.r. Clrrist *'ar tretl. irtt lorrS, ! 'otr it n' i l l  n.t bc so

There  w i i l  n ; ib " : th is  p roud r , , i " , , r ' f i t ' tg ,  
' r ' l te rc  i s  to  t )e  r lo r1 ( ' r r l  lh r  

' rp t t t  t ' l '

the "great nrt.f-ttt" guoa rtho arc callctl bv thc plausible tit lc ol l lcuclactors'

l4 iUr : "  n " * , i - *s ' , ,n  t l rc  v i r r ia r ) l  vc rs io t )  r t f  t l t c  s i ry i t tg  i t t  Luke.  Poss ib t l '

addressecl to a cotrlrrLlnil] '  * hcre tltcrc \\ 'as a putati 'e clitc: tt 'hrlct 'er t ' lshcs to

b""";;-;;;;;;,,,rg v,,, i f n,ra rrr ' l to is srcatcr than a.prince;) lct hirn be vour

atbndant: anci lvhocvcr $ishcs to be l irsr or l lr incc let hiln be ,\t)trr slavc (l 'ukr:

22 :  Z f ;  Wcng.s t  19115:  lO l ) .  A  C l t r i s t ian  h ing ,  t l t c rc fo re '  i s  thc  scrvar r t  o l  tne



z n  (  H R t s I o P H r  I i  8 t ) t v l . \ \ t )

peop lc :  " l i r l  .  l i i .g  n  i l l  t ' i thc r  be  n .  ( ' l l r i s l i ' l  a t  i r l t ,  o r  l ' i l l  bc  thc  s la 'c  o f  i r l l .  I l .
l r c  c lear l r ' \ \a t l l s  lo  l le  i r  l l tas1er ,  hc  c t r t r t ro t  i t l  l hc  s i l t re  I i  le  l ) ( , i l  Chr is l i i l n .

r \c ld ress ing  a l  I  l ' e r .  - l :  I  I  I  S  rhe  r . . s t  cxp l i c i r  s . r r ro 's  ro  s r rbor ( l i r ) i l t i o l r  i .
thc  \e r r " l t ' s tanrcnr .  \ l i l ron  s r rcsses  thc  imrx) r t i ln (c  o r ' t i r l i i ng  r l l ( , co l  ( ' x l  o r  I l f
apos t le  s  a ( l I i ce  sc f ious l \ , :  I )c lc r  $ , ro le  lh is  no1 On lv  l i I .p r i r , ,a le  l t c rsons .  bu l  i t l so
Io r  lhe  s t r i r lgc rs  I I  l ' ] c te r  LJL l r 'h .  r l c rc  sc i r t l r r ( ' ( l  a r rd  d ispcrser l  rh r .u r l r .L l
n ros l  0 l  , \ s i i l  t r l i r ro r ,  u l r .  in  r l r . sc  p l i r r .es  $hcre  rhcv  r . r ' c ' rc  l i v i r rg  har l  r ro  r ig l r t
e \ (cp t  tha l  t l l  f tosp i ta l i l r i  Hc  c lc r la l rc ls  cor rs i ( l c r i r l io r r  r ) l  lhc roo t l rc i l l l l i l o l  l l r i ,
l c , rb  be  s r rb icc l .  K i r rg  t rnd  q( \ ,e rnor  a rc  i lppo in tc ( i  b \  ( ;od  1o  Pun is l r  u . ro lg -
ckrc rs  a r r r l  l ) r ' l i sc  l l l ose  r t ' l ro  t rc l  u 'c l l .  r t ' l r i ch  i s  thc  u  i l i  o l  ( i . i l . ' l ' l re  b r rs is  l i r r  r l r i s
p r e c c p t i s i t i ' e n i ' l l ' e t . f :  l 6 : . r r t ' t l ' c s l h i s  i r s f r c c r . d t  t h e r c l i r r t . . t i r s s l a r L , r
N l t l l t l t t - c h f i t t t i l g o v t r l l ! t t c l l t i r l l l r c i r v i r r i ( ) t r s l ) i r r l i c u l i t r s a r c s i r i t l t p I r c r r L t r l i r r r r r r s l r
t t t l i o t t s . S o i l  r t t k ' r s r r r l t . u i l h l { ) r ' t L l r ( ' i 1 l ( l d ( . s l r L r c l i 6 r t 6 l  l l r g g o t x l . i r r r r i  p r . i r i s c t r r r r l
rr$ irrci ol t 'r 'ro n grl. rr:rs, lr trrnar l lot, 'cr sltou kl bc usul to appr)io1 \ '\ ' lra1 is g(x)d i,, r(l
adV i r l l i i gcous  l0 r - r ren  i r r rc l  n ! r r ren .  i rD t l  rc lnoVc \ \1 r i r t  i s  [ r i rd  and ( les ln r ( . t i \ c .

s i r r r i la rh ,  uh t ' r r  I re  c . rs ic l r rs  I { r r r r i rus  I  l .  , \ l i l l r r r r  rc l i rscs  to  r r l l .n  l l r i r t  I , i r t i i  i r
sc l t ing  Ncro  0r  ny  0 l l te r  l v r i l t t l  abo \ ' ( , i r l l  I i rn ,  a r t r l  l ) l tn is l  l l e l t l .  " l i l l o r r  i r l t c r r t l :
t o ( o n r e \ r i u r ( l  p ( ) i r r s l o r l r ( ' d i l l i c u l r \ i l r r a t i o n i r t r h ( ' r i r ] { ' o l  \ \ ' r i l i | , q :  ] { r  r l r i l l  l i r r I
lhc r t  sp tc r td  abor r (  peo l ) l ( , s  laoss t l )  e \ l )o \ l l tg  th t . i r l t , rs l l r s  , rs  Tehr . l s  an t l  rnsr t r t t c
l ion is ls .  i t s  i i  thc \  ( l id  anr l  sa i r l  cvcr t l l t i nq  l ( )  r ) \ , c f l l tTou t l t c  c ( )n l l l ton  l i ru . . .  l . l tL ,
l in rc  o l  r | r i l i r )g  o l  l i r r t r t r rs  rc l l cc rs  a  ln (J r r  o rdcrcd  ; rn t l  j r rs r  pcr i r r l  o l  go \ ' ( , r .n i r r  ( . r ,
t i th ( ' r  t rn ( l ( ' r  ( ' l a l l ( l i r rs  o r  t  l r c  i ' i r r . l t ' l e i r rs  o l  \ cTr r .  r r  h ic .h  n . r , r -e  no l  l \ . f i l l tn i f i l l .  (  ;o ( l
p r i ' sc l ibes  l l te  ( .s l i lb l i sh l l t rn l  o l  D tag i \ l l i t tes .  l lu t  l l t ( ,  l r cc isc  l i t r r r r  o r  l t r t , {o r I r
r ) i l r (c  l s  a  hu lna l t  c r ra t io l l .  Sr r r ' l t  h r r r r r i rn .  l l r l i t i ca l  i t r ra r rgcr r reDls  i t l .  ( i r t l . s  o r r l i
r t r r r r r ' r '  l i t r  o rc le r  i l t  soc i r t \ '  n  i l l  bc  l i ru l tY  l tec i r r rse  l l t r , t .a l t ,  l i o r r t  r r rc r r  1 ) r  r \c  l J )1 .
t lev i l .  r \ ccord i r rg  lo  t r { i l l o l .  sornc l l t i r rg  th i r t  i s  la r r l l y  an t l  i l i s r t r tk , r r r ,  ( , i l l l o l  o ( ,
. . l i t i t c c l  t r r ' ( i r x l .  \ \  i l l t a r r t  t ] t i l g i s l r i i c l  r t ,  h r r r n i r '  ] i l i , t . a n  r . r i s t :  h r r r  r r  i r r r ' r ' t r 1
is t r i r ( \  i r ( l s  i r r  a  l l r s l r i r r  (  ( ) l r tT i r ry  lo  . r re  r , \ ' l r ,  s l r r ) r )o r rs  l l r r  g (xx l ,  i t  c i r ' ro r  r rc
propcr lv  o r r l i r i r r td  b r ' ( i td .  In  t l t i i l  s i tU i l l i on  su l ) j cc l io , l  i s  1 )o l  t l rn t i r l ] c l r r l .  i r r r r l  s t , r r
s ib lc  res is l t r r rcc  rn i r t  bc  i .o r r l c rn l t l i r t cd .  I i r r  r r t , t r , i l l  r r r l l  b (  l -cs is t i l tg  th ( ,  1 )o \ \ . r t  { ) l
i l  l l r i rg is l r i r l c  b . l  i r  r - ,bbcr .  i l  t y r i ln t  o r  i ' l  c l t c , t \ , .  SLrb j tc t i . r r  i s .o t  r ( , ( l . i r ( , ( l  i i l
c \ c r \ ' ( i r ( L r a s l i a r c t ' .  t h . r ' c l i l l t .  b L r l  r r ] r ' \ r i t l l  t h c  i r i l c l i r i . r . r  i r  r e l r : r r .  l l r r ,
rc i l s t t t t  t th i t l r  i s  t r r ld t 'd  *  i l l  b .  l l te  l r . c  . t le . l  , r r r  s l t l l i c ( , l i t ) l t :  \ \ , l l ( , l t  uc  i lTc ' ( ) l
sub jc t l s  L rnck . r  t l l i t l  rC i t \on .  r | r , i r r r  rc l t t , l s :  \ \ l l ( , t1  u ( ,  l r r r  s t r l t j t , c ts  \ \ . i l ] tou l  t l ] i t t
rcason.  !1c  i t t -c  s l t t r r . s  a t t r l  r .ou . i r r r l s . '

In  l l re  a l tg t ro i tc l rcs  hc  l i l l i es  to  l l t r  \ t , r r .  l i , s l t rn rc l t l  l ) i t ss i t (cs  \ I i l t { )n  i ln l t ( . lp i t t r , \
r l l o r c  r ( ' c c r r 1  i n l e r l ) r ( ' t e r s  ( l l c l o  I g S  l : (  l t , r . c l ] o l  l g f i i :  \ \ e I l g s t  l 9 S ;  ) .  i r r t . l r r d i D g
l l re  i t r t thors  o l  the  / ia i r . r rs  Doru lno  l  l9S; ) .  i t  b ib l i c i r l  anr l  t l t i ,o log ica l  eo l r rncr l
.n  lh t  p r l i l i c r r l  c r i s is  i .  i rPar rhe i ( l  S . r r lh  , . \ f r i r ' r r . ' r ' l r t  i ru lh . rs  o l  r l l c  / { r r l r ' j J . \  r ) r ) r  -
t { l l l c r r l  rc je (  t  l  l r c  idc i r  tha l  I 'au l  p r - r ,sen ls  r rn  ahso l t r te  r lo i  t r j r rc  i rbor r l  lhc  s l i r l c .  i r r ( l
i t r l i t l t ' l ha l  1h( ' t c \1  r t rus l  [ )e  i r l r ' r l ) re t r ( l  i '  i t s  ( .on t r \1 ,  * .h ic l r  . r . r rs  i l  s i l . i l l i o l t  i l ]
\ ' \ ' h ic l l  s ( ) rn ( '  ( ' l t r i s l i i u ts  be l ieycd  tha t  thcy  uere  l l - ced  l io r r r  obcy ing  l l )e  s t i r l (
l l ecaLrsc  Chr is t  a l t r re  n  r rs  l l l e i r  k i l lF  ( in  o l i te r  n , i t ( l s .  theY r r t re  t rn t r r r .h is ts l .  t ,a  l
i l t s is ts  on  th ( 'Deccss i tv  o l  some k inc l  o l  s ta tc .  bu l  t l l i r l  does  no l  rnean l l ta t  a l l
thc slir lc (locs is altprorrcrl of bv Cod. \,\/hcrr ir stalc rjoes rrot obcy the latt rrl

Ihe Four G9'!"1.t' lcsrrs' I'rophet and [mltodilncnt ol' thc

Kingdom ol coo

According ro i\'arri.:,:)l:'l:';,li,l'ii,ilJfiIl:.il;l:H:iilil;iiJI;:li:,;liil
thus or iented 'h i \  i :1 t : ] l ' :1 ' , : : : ' l :  c ' i i tc . r  i r ' r r  texts  i i i ' c -1( l  iz  l  l r . r r r  the l lL ' i i t l
ca l  hopes-had k: l  

l i  ) . : ' l ; .1 : :  
' ) l ' l ) .  

l , r " r . , ' ,  rxr l i l ic i r l  ant i  soc i  l  ar rarr ! ,cmcrr ts
Sea Scrolls: sec Vcrlnts l "e 
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were  no t  thc  nor t l l  t l l c lL  l ( ) r f  
,  
I  r l c  i l l l l r l i l l e t l l  a r r i i  i l l  o l  l l l c  l l l c \s i i ln ic  i l ce  I l c f -

a ldec l  new pr i ( ) r i t i ( s  d l l t l  l ) r ( '  L l ( r l td  l to r i zo t ts  ( l ' r ' t kc  + :  l6 i  N la t t  l l : I l l  t  lb l i t -

i c a l a u t h o r i t v i n I c r u s i l l e I I r \ \ ' a s i l l l . i t c l r r ' i c l t l t , d b l l l r e p r i c s l l l ' t r r i s t t r t . r i t t . l ' i l r t t l
;"" 'ff i ;; ;; l i ;r; . lass. 

'1.* t*,r thal I 'e c' ir l l t ' .gt ' is irgit itrst t I) is qror r ' r.1'( 'r

than the Romans is l l lrrclV ln(ltcirt i\ '( '  ol the lot tts ol poli l i i i t l  po$r'r ' III t l lc(lospt' l

lT  n ia t 'U . ' f "a r t  a t ra l lengc i  a  c t t l l r r rc  o l  s la t l l s  i ln ( i  c l l s to t l l i r rv  p r l t t t i c t ' l t t t t l  i ns l i

tu t ions .  In  I0 :  4 l  the  d isc ip lcs  u ' i ln l  t r )s i l  a l l t l  r t r l c  bL t t  i t rc  o l fc rc t l  t t t l l l '  b t tp l i s tn

and a cup o[ suffr:rit lg'
( iod 's  k ingdorn  n 'as  l l l ( ' I r i r lo r  t l l t ' r l t t ' o l  lesus  l ) t -oc l i r l l l a t io t r '  c rc r l rp l i t ie t l  i t t

ac ts  o f  pou,er  and co t t tp l tss i t t t l  1o  thc  t l i sa i l t  i r t t tage t l  a r l t l  i t l  r id t l l i t rg  c l l t r l l c t tg ts

to  hearers  th roug l l  thc  p i t rab lcs  
' l ' hc  l i cq t ie r l l  c ies ig t l i r l i o t l  r t l  h i t t l  b r  l r i '  l o l l " t t

e rs  aS MeSSiah.  t l te  a t to i t l l c t l  l t t l i l  cxPcc te t l  l i i t rg  w l l t l  $ r l t r l t l  h r i t tg  pc i l (c  l l l os -

per i ty .  and i \ rs t i cc  i l s  hcr i l l ( le ( l  bv  t l le  p top l l c t \  o l  I s i l i i r l l  l l s i l  
. l  

I  l  (  ( l I I I i I I t I | ' ( I  l l l i r l

b ib l i ca l  t rad i l ion .  l )csp i tc  the  i r l tach t l le r r t  to  l ) t ry i t i  i r t t t l  t l r c  d1n i rs l1 i  t r t  n lp l i l i cd

in  Psa l tns  89  ar r t l  l  l l  l hc r -L '  i s  l l t ro r tg l t r r l r l  l l l t '  s ( r i l l t l l res  i l t r  i l l l l t ) l \ ' i l l ( ' l l (  r '

towards  mt t t ra rc l ru  o l l  occas t< l t t  th is  c i l l l  t i t l i e  thc  l l r r t l t  o l  i t r t l i t l to t l i l r t l t i t i l l  s t  r t -

t i m e n t s  ( l S a m .  s l .  l l )  l l r t  b o r r l i s  o l  l ( i r l g s  l l r c  a ( l i \ i t i c s  o l  t i l e  l ) i r v i ( l i c  ( l l r l i r \ l \

a re  a  ca ta log t l ( '  o l  n l i s ( l te ( l s  i r r r i l  i r r iqu i r r '  \ \ ' h i (  l l  t l l t i l r l i r l c l l  l ) t r l s  l l1 ( ' \ \ l l ( ) l t '

dynas tv  in  i coparc l t l  l  l r t  
' l i t r i t l t  har t l l v  c { ) t l lo l rp l i l l t  s  l l l o r l i l r rhv  u  i t l l  (  ( l r ra l ) i l r r -

i t y  ( l ) e u t .  l 7 :  l - l l l . ) .  l t s \ i s i o l l ( r l  s o c i t l t r  i s i ' l  a c o r l l t n u l r i l \  \ \ l l i ( l )  i l  r l o l r \ i t ( t l \

ega l i ta r ia t l ,  u 'o r t i s  acc t t rc l i t tg  1 r )  a  V is io l t  < l l  s l l c ia l  i t l l t ' r t t l t t t -se  i l r  \ \ ' h ic l l  i l l i t l s t i cc

i s c o r r e c l e t l , u h c t l t e r t h r o r r g h l l r t ' c i t l t t c l l a l i o t t l t l  t i t ' t r t s t l ) i t t t  l  i  t  t r r  t l r e  i L t b i l c t

(Lev  25 .  rhough cvc t l  l l c re  t l l c  cx ig t ' t l t  i cs  o l  thc  r t i t l  r l r r l t l  c lc t r r r t r l t l  so t l l c I ' i t t t l

o f  d i lu t io l l  0 l  ih t  i r l ca l t .  \ lonarc l l  i r rvo l r r ' r l  n t i l i t i t r l  por le r  a r t t l  thc  1 ) l )p r (s5 i r ) r l

o f  the  peop lc  in  lhe  t t i t t t t c  t t l  t ' rpa t rs io l t  a  i t t t  t  r l f  l i l i  i l l  SoLr t r lo l t  s  rc ig t l  ruc l i t l l l

re f lec ted  in  t l te  la r l  o l  the  k ing  i t r  l )e t r  t  c ro l l  { ) t I )J  l  l  l t  c l t  r l ra r ldcd  (  ( ' t l t r i r l i za l io l r '

ach ieved in  thu  r ( ' ig r l  o l  l )a r .  i t l  i rn r l  Sr l l t i t t t l r t l  l l l  l l l c  (  rc i l l i on  (J l  i l  l l c \ \  (  i l p i l i l l  i l 1

the  lebus i tc ' . : i t1  , , i  J " . , , , ' u l "n r .  fha l  cen tc r  \ \ ' as  I l i ven  ic lco log i ta i  j r rs t i l i c t t l i o t r

when thc portablc irrl i  rrits siterl thcre arlt l. tt l l t lcr Solotttotr' ir tcnlplc built lo

house it arrd i lct irs a dctl loll sl rtrblc sight ol (iocl 's presetlcc $'i l l t Isracl

The prophets  c r i t i c izc t l  thc  t l i s lo r t io r l s  o l  the  l t t r t le rs t i t t t t l i r lg  o l  d i l i r rc  r igh t -

eousness , ' lhe  oL t ls idcrs  Amos i lud  lc ren l i i rh  pa id  th€ 'pc l ra l tv  l i ) r  thc i r  c { ) l l tL l -

I I I?C iOUS c t l r rc lemrra l i l r r r  o f  I i r l s t 'pnr l lhccy  t tnc l  t l l  l he  (onrp laC( ' l r t  d ( ' lus io t l s  o l

S( 'RI ITT RI :  \F ] \ \ '  I I ]ST, \ I I I ]NT

i t  is passagcs l ikc ltcr" 1 ] to $'hich otrc

God  and  bec t rmc t . i l  sL r \ i ! r l l  . l  S i l t i r n '

should turn tnuL"'' '
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#1;;l'ffi i;iill*$I$lffil''.''*
l ; i ,  i ,  O. t  a  spcc ia l i s t  \ ! ' c i r l r ' r r r .  b t r l  t l r l l  to  \ \ ' h ich  the  church  as  a  nho lc  i s

l j i i lniB;r.On". 
I e') I r '  I hc ( t)III i |Ir.I i l l i(J|r ol that prophetic tasli is a ( ( 'rr1r' irI

l " " r i . i , t "  l i te  o f  rhe  Lhurch  r ' l r rsc  r . l c .  l i kc  t l ta t  o l  Jc rcmi .h  anc l  J . l t r t . l '

Fliaor, ir ,o paopt g5y xh rrrl r ir rrv pcoples tr rrcl tr itt iolrs, and l o disccfn 1l1c l)cirsl

l " i i t  
"  

S .b t t "  in  lhe  rn i t l r t  t  ' l  
, i , r , r  

h  r r  Dr i r t rc  c t  io t rs  ln  he l  hcr  tha t  bc  t r i t t l t '  t t r  t ' t  o -

l i t t "  f i f "  in  gener i r l )  n 'h i , . -5  i r l l l i c t  S t t r t r i t r r  l i ' es  1Rc\ '  l t l :  l l :  and  scc  l i t r lh t r

O,Donovan 199h l  l .  { ) l  . l .
' foc la lmtnat t t reNew' l ' cs t i l t l l c l l to l l i ' r scomplc tehomogenc i t f i l l th ( ' \ \ ' i l J ' i t )

, ir iat Coa and Caesar i l l lcrrt l i t l( '  u,uLtlt l be to i! l l l()rc mall l '  ((nllra(l iclorV

,iru"dr. fn"t" arc wcll rc't 'csclrtcd i lt Lulic Acts lrarnil iar passagcs in l 'ul it 's

corpat ,ugg"rt a dil lercnt Pcfsp(.c1ivc l iorrr l l tc convcntional: t ltc i l tsigll i l i i irrrl

Mary  und l . . r r .b i r tS  in  obs( . r r r i t v :  1 ,5 ' ' s  s ' r , i i r l  l cac5 i 'g  3 :  I  O l l .  ) :  thc  i r .o i ' l  -

ing  by  the-pros t i tu te  (7 :  l ( r l i . :  c l l  N{ r r r l i  I .1 :  } t l . ) ;  thc  \ \ r r r .ncD l i t l l r t$ ,c rs  t t t t t l  s t t l r

p o i t " i r  ( S ,  2 f . ;  I  l :  l o ;  J \ :  ) 7 :  2  i :  - 1 9  5 5 ) :  S a t l l a r i t a t r s  { l o :  l S l l  :  l 7 :  I  l ) ;  t l t r '

concern  w i th  the  "p roc l iga ls  (15 ;  l l l . )  i t l l  l l t csc  in  d i f l i ' r -en t  r \ 'a1s  l l csh  o t r t '

the  man i fes to  $ ,h ich  I_uke s  l csLr  s  o l l c rs  l l  ) l t  (  c  ag  in  pecu l ia r  to  t  h is  (  los l l c l  )  i t t  { :

16 ,  On the  o thcr  ha t ld .  o lhcr  te \1s  i r t  l , t t l i t  r r l l t r  i r  ra ther  d i f le rc r l l  s l i l r r l  l : r ) r

exarnp le ,  Luke svers io l l  o l  t I leL i rs tS t t1 ' r1 le r i t l t l l r c less t l \ i l l gso l  JL 's t l s  i r l  I I l i s  p ( ) i1 l t

some o f  wh ich  have p i r ra l l r l s  i r r  o t l t c r  t iospe ls .  ODc iD par t i cLr la r  i s  i t l s l r l l (  l i \ ( .

ln  the i r  teach ing  t l r t  c l i sc ip l t ' s l l i p .  \ l i r r l '  i l t l d  L l r l i c  r tspcc t i r t l l  l l l \ l  l cs t rs  le l l i r rq

his disciples:

Mark Lrrhc
You l tnow (ha t  a tnong t l le  g f r l i l cs  ' \ l l ro l r i l  l l l c  gcn l i les  k ings  l r r r r l  i t  o r t  t '
the recognizcd nrlers lord i l ort 'r l l tr ir stlbjc(1s. i l lr( l thosc in irLrl l l(n-i l!
their subjects, and thc grcirl nrirl( irrr givcrt lhc ti l lc l lcl)cl: lr lor' \{)1 t(r
their authority l i : l t. t{ sl l i l l l  rrol t)c sr) $ i1lr \ 'ol l: orl the corllrarl ' . thc grcirlcsl
among you: t lmong vorr, wltoct'c'r irrrrorl!. vorl nlt lsl l)eilr hil lrscll l i l ic l l lr '
wants to be great rntrsl bc votrr \1)l lngtsl. thc olte $ho rulc\ l i l ic ()l l t
setvaDt' and u'l loevcl \ ' \ 'al l ls lo l)c l i fsl t l l to scncs. l jor ! ' \ ' l lo is gfeiltfr l l lc
must  be  thc  s l i rvc  o l  a l l .  l i r r t l r r ' so t r r l  ( ) l rc \ \hos i l s i l l ta l r le  o r l l l e  sc rva t l l
man did not conc 1() l)c scr\cd l)ul I{) Nllo Niti ls Llpoll hilr ia Stlralr l lrc ollr
serve ,  and to  g ive  h is  l i l c  i r  r - i ros t rn r  ! \ I1 ( )s i l sa t tab lc . \ 'e t Ia l l l l l l l l ( ) l l g \ r )L l
lor maD\l l i l ie ir scr|aDl.

Acompar isont t l  l l t cse  t \ ' \1 )p i tss i lgcsTL ' rca ls tha l  \ la rk  has  a  g t r le r i t l  u l l t le r t r
wants  to  be  l i r s t "  uhercas  l - l r l i r ' l r rs  thc  g rca t ts t  an t l  thc  o t le  \1 ' l l ( )  r t r l cs  l l
has  p laus ib lv  he tn  s r rpcLr t r : r l  tha t  u l l i l i c  i t t  i \ l i t r k  s  courmul l i t \ ' .  [ - t l l i ( ' k l t cu  l l l i r t
the  Chr is t ians  h"  u , i r l r . l r l r " r t i r rg  i r rc ludcd pcrso t ts  o f  re la t i ve ly  h igh  s t t l l )d i l )g  i t l
soc ie ty .  No longcr  t ioes  thc  ( 'h r i s t i i r t l  (o r l l t ) lu t ) i l ] ' co r )s is t  o l  the  poor  Jcu ' i sh

grardeur and salety r,r 'hich rcligi.. g.\.c 1o thc polit ical eritablishtnc,t ir l
l e rus . lem.  Is rac l ' s  rc r l c ( t io r  . r r  i l s  ( i .d  an( r  i t s  por i t i cs  in ' ' r ved  rec ,gnr t r . r r  r l r ;11
set t l ( ]men l  in  t l t c  lanr l  u i rs  a  r l ] i xcc l  b lcss iug .  Not  on lv  i s  thc rc  l los la lg , i i r  l i ) r  l l l c
t ime be fore  ar r i ' a l  i r r  th t ' r ) r rn r isc r r  L i r .d  (Hosc i r )  bu t  thc ' re  i s  a rs .  a  l ia r rk  r re .q -
n i t ion  tha l  s ! ' t l l e l t rc ' , l  n re i  r t  a t  ( r rnn tOc la l  i . r t  . ' i th  a  |e r r .d i l . l c , ren l  cu l tu rc .  t l t c
cu l tu r t  o l  Ca.aar r ,  * l t i ch  \v i r \  i ' t  c \p rc5 i , i r ) t r  o l  t l t c  asp i ra t i t ,ns .1 . i t  se . f t l * i
r i l ther t l lan nrigftrnt, pcopk' u it l t i t sc\.creh, pLlritanicit l culturc. . l.hc 

propltL,l.,
L 'L l1  i so la ted  I ig r l rcs  ( r .g .  )  l ,gs .  l f i :  I sa .  l0 ) ,  p ro tes t ing  aga ins t  lne  (1or l l l l r i I l l
th rus t  o l  the i r  ra t io r )  s  I i f t ' ,  p i r r l i c r r l i r r l v  i rs  i c r . la t rv  anc l  depar r r r rc  r i . r r  I r rq
nonns o l  soc ia l  jus l i ( . c  as  s t t  { )u (  in  thc  anccs t ra l  t rad i t ions .  l .hc  p rop l te ls  i r r .q
t rue  r -ac l i t . l s .  .b jcc l i r rg  to  l r rc  r r )o ( rc r l i z i r )g  tc .dcnc ies , r ' the i r  c ra r , , .  rhc  c . r 'p r . .
' r i ses  n ' i th  thc  l i l es tv lc  i r r rd  r , t r lu .s  r I  t r rc  sur r .u 'd ing  cur tu re ,  and r rx r l i i rg  i r ; r r . r i
to  thc  roo ts  o f  thc  na t i0n  s  I i l t ' 1c .g .  Ik rsc i r  2 :  1 .11 .

. . ln  
h is  n 'o r -ds  abou l  lhe  k i r rgdorn  o l  ( iod  or  k ingdum o l .  l r caver r ,  ] csus  r rc lc r

. l l t ' r s  h is  hcarers  u  t l c ra i l cd  t r t ' s . r i1 . r t i . r r . r ' i r .  Ins lead,  he  uses  s lu r ies  a r rc r  s r ry i r l s
to  p roDtp t  hcarers  (a r rd  i r l so  l l r c  l i r t c r  rcadcrs  o l  h is  say ings  in  t l rc  ( iospr . l s t  l r r
thirl i  and bcha'c cli l lc,r-.t l lr ' , l{) r(, l lcl l l  arrcl belic'e i '  the gotxl .cu,s .{. t lrc
l i i ngdonr  o l  ( io t1  ( i \1ar - l i  i :  r  51 .  ' r ' r re  ( i rspers  a rc  rL l r  o |  cha |e 'gcs  to  cor ' ,e . r ro . i i l
r l isdorn itbout lttonart'h\t Jt 'sus is prt,scnlcrl as a hurtrble king l i\ l i ttt. I l : i  l . irr
c i ) r l r a s l  \ t i t l t  H e r , c l  r ' h ' i s ' { )  t r . ( ,  l i i ' g  o l  t h c  l e u , s  ( 2 :  2 ) .  l l t r t  s l a L r s l t t c r ,
the  in l )oceDts  r2 :  l6 r ' r . t .  ryhcr ( ' r rs  r r re  ln lc  l i i ug  roac ts  pos i l i vch  to  ch i l c r rc r  (  l s ;
l :  l 9 :  l - 1 :  l O :  J I ) . ' l l l o s r * h . i ' c p r . r r . u . c c d b l e s s e c l  s h a r e  t h e  ( . h a r i t ( . l c r i s t i ( . s
r l  th is  hunrb le  l i ' g  (5 :  l l r . ) .  r 'h .  c rgagcc i  i r  i r ( t s  o f  compass io r ]  r r . r i  I re r r r i r rL
' l r i cha f le 'c tc r r r ' t l s r i r t r r . r r r r i r r rc t r r r r . rs (9 :  J ( r ;  l -1 :  l - r :  l5 :  r f ) . I : i ,a l  j r r ( rq r r r ( , r r
l l5 :  l l  l l .  )  i s  basc t l  . .  rcspo.se  lo  t l rc  h i t rdcr r  son  o l  \ la r r  i .  r r l c ( rcs t i tL l rc  ro r  { ) l
l r i s  b r c t h r c .  ( c l . ; :  I I l l :  l O :  - l l l . ) , r ' l t . r ' i l l  h e  r e ' c a l e d . s  i .  s o l . e  s e . s e  i ( i ( . r r l i
l i c ( l  u  i th  the  leas l  a t  t l l c  | )o l l t ( ,n l  o l  .apoca l l ,psc ,  

On the  Las t  l ) r r l i
In  tbc  ( i , spc l . l  j ,h  r ,  J ( ' sLrs  i r f r i ( . r i l l cs  a  rcde l inccr  undcrs tan( r i l l g  o l  r i i ' r rs r r i r ) .' I ' l t i s  

k ing  is  one v r ' l to  r t i r s l t cs  h js  r l i sc ip lcs  l c ,c t .  Jcsus  rcp l l ,  to  l , i l i r l r .' 'N ' l v  
l i i ngdor r  i s  . r l  . l  l l r i s  u , , r ' l t l . "  i s  r )o r  i l  s ta t r , 'e r r t  abo. r  rc  lo ( . i r l i ( ) ,  o l

( iod  s  k i lgc lo ' t  bu1 c . .c . r r rs  t l t c  . r ig i r r  o l  lhe  i t rsp i ra t io .  l i r r  l csLrs .  r , i t , r  r r l .
thc  l i i ngdrn  l t s .o r r l rs  i l r c  ( l rc  r ( ' s . l r  , r ' ( i . t | s  sp i r i t  a . ( l  r igh t ro r rs r rcss .  I t  i s
o thcr \ r ,o r ld ly  , .11  i '  l l te  s ( . l t sc  t l l i t l  i t  i s  $ , ro .g  to  suppose tha l  l l te  de l i r r i l i . .
o l  l i i ngsh ip  a t r t l  l i i r rgc lo tn  i s  to  bc  l i rL t l c l  in  cor rvcn t iona l  rega l  p t , r -sons  i t r r r l
practice.

Jo i rn  lhe  l l i i p l i s t  r r rc l  J t ' s r rs .  I r . r re 'e r .  *c rc  bo th  ha i rcc r  as  r igurcs  i r  tbc  t r i r t r i
l i o r )  o f  the  prophr ts  { \ l i r l t .  l6 :  I ;1 . .  -2  1 :  l6 f l . ) .  In r le ,ed ,  John u . i rs  s f ( ' r r  i r s  i r r l
c n r b o d i D l e n l  o l  l - i l i j a h s o \ \ n  p ( ' t . s o D  ( l , L i k e  l : 7 6 :  \ l a l t .  l l :  I  l ) .  i . l k r  u t c i r  ( , o l r ,
l c lnpor i t r ies  n l to  su l l t red  i r t  l l te  l r r rn r ls  o l  t l t c  c i t I r r r ia l  pou.er  i c .g .  loscp l t r rs ,
f c t r i s h  \ \ a r  \ ' i .  l f i  l l l .  i l r d  j O l l l . :  , \ n t i q u i t i e s  \ v i i i .  ) 5 l . l . :  \ x .  9 /  i l . .  l 6 ; 1 1 . .
l f i5 f i . :  t looc t ru r r  l c )8 ; :  ( l r i r v  lgc l  i ) .  t l r c t ,  \1 ,c re  t i to r r )s  i r r  thc  l l cs l t  o l  l l ros t , i r r
p(\1er. Ioh11. accrtri l ing to l lte lc\\ ' jsl) u ri ler loscphus. $,i ls suspected cll l irnrcnl_
I I lg  re \ 'o lu t ion  (Ant iqu i t ies  xv i i i .  I  I6 l , ) .  u r rc l  lhu t  sccms to  have becn the  a t l i
tucle ton'ard leslrs on tbc part ol t ltc hicrarclty irr ferusalem, lvho learccl l{ornrrr:
reprisals if JesLrs wcre allowcd to go orr bclti lyi l lg a5 hc w,as {John 1 I : 49). lnclcc(t.
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Cl t r i s t iaDs l0  u l ron  l )au l  s  ch t r rchcs  sent  thc i r  [ l ( ,nev  ar ld  suppor t .  As  in  l l )e
churcll in (\)rit l l l l  1h.fe !1(ir.r s()lre. perhirps cvc'n a siglt i l icanl nnrlber. along_
s idc  those *ho  r ' c re  r r r t  p . r ' c r - l i r l  ' r . l  n . l t le  t r i r t l t .  r ' l r . ' cec lcc l  t .  undcrs ta . ( l
l lrcir rcsporrsibil i t ies as clisciples ol orre rrvho carne to pr.ctrch goocl ncn,s 1o l ltc
p(  )0 r

I l l scn 'hcrc .  thc re  i l r c  n0ds  in  l l re  d i rec t io t r  0 l  i r cc0r r rmoc la t iOt r ,  p i l r l i cu l i t r l l , i l t
, . \ (1s .  , . \ l l a l t i i t s  and Sappb i ra  s  s i l ]  i s  t l cce i ! ing  l l r t 'Ho lv  Sp i r i l  r i r t i t c r  than fc l i l s i t l
to  sharc  th ( i r  p roper l r ' ,  per l taps  i l  t i l c i l  n tovc  au i r t  l i o rn  l l )e  p ra( t i c l 'o l  l l re  t i r r
l i cs t  chr r rc l l  in  Jc rLrsa lc rn .  Z i rcch  cus  ( loes  l to t  h i tvc  lo  sc l l  t r l l  h is  g rx r t l s .  l , l r r  a l l rb i_
gu i tY  is  t lo \ \ 'her ( 'n to r ( 'e \ ' i ( i cn l  lhan  i r r  [ ,u l i c  ]  ( r ,  u i tc re  t l l c  u l l ( , r  rcpud i i r l ion  r )1
Nl i rn rnr ,n  i r r rc l  the  d isparagcrner r t  o l  l ) i vcs  s i t  t r r reas i l v  $ , i l l l  asscr t ions  l l r i r t  o r ) ( ,
h i rs  t ( )  usc  t l r r  \ l i r rnnr ( )n  o l  r rn r igh tcousness  in  o rdcr  1 ( )  b ( ' cors i t l c rc t l  u r r r  l ] l  r r l '
i r c r rvcn .  , , \ r ' to rd i r rg  to  / \ c ts  lO,  lhe  ac(oun1 o f  ( i r rne l ius  r .o r rvc rs iL rn  l cavcs  op t ,1
t h e q u r s t i o n o l  t l r c c h t u a c l r r o l  l i k ' i t l  l h e r r e n ' l v r . o n l e r t c d g e n t i l e  s o l ( l i c r  q u i l r
ir rcnrrrl iarblc orn issior. givcn thirl in l he fi r l lou ir g cer lLr rv t htlr(. !1as u irlesp|cirrl
do t rb t  abou l  uhc l l re r - i r  C l r r i s t i r r r r  shor r l i l  s ign  Lrp  l i r r - rn i l i ta ry  sc r r "  i r .e  ( l lo r r r r rs
l9 tO) .  l - t r l i c  r \c ls  rYr rs  p ro t r i rb lY  r ! r i  en  t l l  chr r rches  tha t  \ \ ' e r ( , re l i t l i ve l \  i r l l l L r
cn1.  l l r t ' 1  h i td  l i r s tcd  o l  thc .g rx r t l  n t '$s  0 l  jns l i l i c t r l ion  by  la i l l r  a r r r l  l i l c  in  t j r t ,
Sp i f i t ,  i rnd  r r t 'ec lc r l  to  t rc ' re r t r iDc lcd  th i l t  th ( ' re  \ r i l s  l r to re  to  l : i i l l t  l han  rn ( , fc  l r l i
g io r :  r r r rd ,  r ros t  i rD l )o f t i ln l  o l  t i l l ,  L r rLc  n , t rn tcc l  l l r t , r t r  l0  tahc .sc . r - i0us l r '  thc . l ) { io r r
l i l r  the  poor "  l l r s le r  I  9S6 L

"It shall n()t be so nith votr": l,il 'c ilr ferrrsalcm and llabvlorr

l l t (  Dr ( )s l  un(or r ) l )11)Dt is in {  re i rc l io l to l  thccxer ( . i sco l  s l i t le  po \ \ ,c f  i ' l ( l  i l (1 ( ) | l l
l no( la l i ( ) r )  \ \ ' i 1h  i t s  e r r l l l r re  i r r  thc  \e r r .  les t i tn tc l t l  i s  lo  be  l i r r r r r r l  i r r  t l r c  [ r r r .L , , l
Rcve la l i { ) r r .  l l s  c lc i r r l v  c l tuD( . i i t l ( . ( l  c l r r i cc  bc ' l r , r , r , c r r  l l to  I le i t s t  i l nd  (  l t r i s t .  i r I l ( l
l c r t t sa lc tn  and I l i rbv l r l .  repres0u l  thc  r .har . i r r .1c r  ( ) l  t l l r  c i l r l l  l l t r i s t i i r l  po l i t i c i r l
c l l r . s  ' l  l r c  c l r i r l l o rge  lo  thc  c .n rp laccr l ,  a r r l  th t 'u 'o rc i  o f  ( 'n (our i lgc r ) rcn t  l r )  l l r c
h t t td -pr t ' sse ' i l ,  s t i r r rd  s ide  bv  s ic lc  i r r  a  boo l i .  r l l r i c l t  L t r tn r r rs l ts  thc  r .ca l i t l .o l  por r i , r '
and  the  la l l jb i l i l v  o l  hur t ran  l r t 'ncvo lencr .  l l l  n t iu l \ .u , i l \ , s  i l  o l le ls  o r rc  o l  t l t c ,  r r ros l
p l l l l c l r i l I i n l l  i l ccou l t l s  o l  t i t c  chr r rc .h  s  r . la l i0ns l r i l t  to  lhe  s t i l t c ,  i r r rc l  i r r  s< t  r l r t ing
o i l ( ' r s  i r  l l L l l tgc t l t  ua fn i l tg  l ( )  lhc  l i i l d  o l  fos l  i i t . t .on l r tod t r l i { )n  i1 t1 r )  \ r l ) i ( . l l
c l l t t rc l t t ' s  h r r r , ' r '  a l lou ,ec l  l l r c tnsc l r "cs  to  s l i i l t .  In  i l s  s l i t r l i  ( .o l l I r i l s t  b r ,1n 'c t . r r  l ] r ,
I -a t t t l . r  anr l  thc  l l c i t s t ,  bc ln ' re l  thc  l l r i c lc ,  \eu  Jcr r rsa lcn t .  iu t ( l  I l i rb ] lo l ,  i l  j u \ l i r ,
poscs  l l r c  c l t0 iccs  l i r c ing  n- rc l l  anr i  u '0 r r rc r )  a t r t l  r i , rn in i l s  l i r l l 0uc t .s  o f  l l te  l . i l r l tb  ( ) l
the  d ingcr  s  o l  becor r t iug  o t l i r r rg lcc i  i r r  i r  po l i t i ca l  sys l ( . rn  i r i r scc l  o r r  a  L .o rnp lc lc l r
d i l l i ' r -en(  sc t  o l  r . t r l r res .  \ \ "h i r l  i s  p i r r l i cu la r .h , r l i s t r r rb i r rg  i s  t l r c  ru t l t less  qucs l i ( ) l r -
ing  o l  1 l ) ( ' l ro l i vcs  t rch i r r t l  thc  bencvr lc rcc  o l  lhe  por r .c r - lu l .  l . l re  dcc ,c i t  l l ) i r1  s  i r r rs
p r i r ( l i t i o n e r s i u t d g u l l i l ) l c r e c i p i e l l t s a l i l i e  i s l i i g h l c n i n g .  l l t c  r c r t ] c c l l  i s s i r D p l e .  I l
i t t r r r l vcs  i r r  t , xoc lus  anc l  i l  r cs is t iu rce  to  jo i r ) ing ,  in  I i l c  i i s  usLr i r l .  l l s ( ,ausc  lh i l l
l r c i t l r s  (  o l1 lp l i l  i tY  u  i l  h  t  hc  cLr  l lu re  0 l  l ] i r l . r t ' k r r r .  (  )nc  must  re lusc  t ( )  jo i l l  i t r ,  r . l t rx tsc

-^-rradict, resist alld pr('phc\v allait lst the n'ir1't ltc l 'rrrrld is ordcred ('hrist-

]o-"i,r" uccorcling to thc Aprreatl 'psJnleans cnbritcirrS' thc rolc o[ lhe otrtsidcr

la r r  " ' -  -  1 ( )e  -  R , r tv l i t r ld  I  ( ) ( l l { l

tti.itliiilii;i,i .'iii,it "''"rn''" 
tt'ar 'r'e sltoultl vic'r thc tu() tcxts whiclt ha'.

' - -  
-  . r - -  hpdrock  t ) l  d isc t rss ro t l s  o f  ( 'h r i s t ia l l i t !a t l t l  po l i t i cs :  \ l t r r l i  I  2 :  I  I  I  7

become tne. t ' t '" ' ' i ; ,; '";;t 
t l  \ 'vith '"gu"l to the l itrmcr' as l\ '{ i l torl corrcctly

(and para t te ts t  " " " " , ,  ' , ' ^ r :  , r , . r t , y lng  is  i t r te  n l te rc ' lesus  is  b t i r lg ,p t l t  to  t l le  tes l

ff'il:'#:*l,liii:;i;' "l;:'..i;'1t 
clear irr thc introtlucriotr to r'ulic s ltrsiot):

ll"'i'i"v'1,","n"a,1.':::i'i:i:"lll,lillili::il.:llli;'-';i,::,li:li:l',,1i:']fl:il,ll
trap him bv \ ' \ 'har.n:,1' i i l l ; ' ' r , i ' r , i ' . i  

i i '  i j  , t  ' t  I to surprisc t lr tr i  Jcsus si 'es .r1

l*i'-,,- lli:i: r.;l,ilril#*i[l*:rt*l';:llrl xili,l:;:l::'lf lil
anenismatic tldu'" 'll,:',:l:,ll:':'.:11 

,,; ;;;;',;, rvirlr unich rir.se r'h. na'e iirL,tttl
oDponents .  l t  i s  a  p ( ' l l l l c i r l l v  ac t

thimselves in similar t lght ( ()rt lers \\rrttkl reacli ly idct)tif.y- lt excll lpli l i i 's l lrc l i i lrds

o f  s t ra tegy  wh ich  thosc  l l l  s r t t l i r t ions  o l  s t tb iug i t t io l l  i l r t i c t l la t ( ' :  lhe  ges l t t rc :  l l l c

:;;;d';;;,,;.,.,,,,,,:'1'1.::11):::1i,,.l,:li,lllii;il,ll,illil,[jJ',',]iI;llilTJlll,l
people do not ahn'avs r't tmptr" ittt

favored by the po\\ 'erlt l l  t l l t l l l ir l le to sublcrt t l lcir al)parellt coll l l l l i i l l lct '  \\ ' i t l l  l t

( sco t t  19 t i5 ;  l lo l 'a r in  1999: . : l '+  6 r '

Wi th  regard  to  Ro l r rans  t  l  t " t l  i " t " 'p t " t t t t io r l  l r l t l s t  bcg i r l  \ l  i t l l  thc  p rcc( ] ( l -

i .g " i r ^p , " i '  i "  *n ich  l 'au l  t ' l l i r s  a r t  o t r t l i r rc  o l  ( 'h r i s l ian  p( ) l i t v  ccn ter i r )g  o r r  t l1 ( '

renewal  o f  the  n ind  i rnd  l l re  t l ( r l l )o l l s l ra l io t l  o l  lh is  cha l lgc  i t t  l i r t s  l i l e i l  sacr i l t -

cially. ' l 'his is the l lornt l irr u' l l irt ts gclotl attt l holt '  t l te grrod nrav bc tlt l t icvcd ' I 'a Lt I s

expectation of ( 'hrisl s .,"ttt"gitt"l Ir is krrtlship t 'xprt 'ssctl t l i l ' : i l l : ' : :.: ' ]:

le t te rs ,  i s  thc  neccssary  co l l te \ l  \ \ ' i th i l l  t l l t i ch  l l te  pcr l ra l lencc  i l l tL l  T lg l r r r re \ \  " l

any polit ical regime. lrorT cvt'r elt l igl ltctlcrl sh'rrrlt l  ht it l( lgc(l l ikr' l) i lr l i( ' l  ir) t l le

court of Nebuchirdttezz:rr, l 'au I lrcJcpts th'r t ( l '  rrl h;rr i r I i lr l t '  ir r l( l \f i ls()l l  l i)r Llcr \-

power. The principali l ics i l l l( l  pou'ers lt l  t 'r ' l l l l t tt ( ' l tr isl i i l t ts i lrc t l l-g(\l 1{' h( \Lltrl ' t  I

a repar to f  Chr is l  s t r i l t t l l p l ta l  p roce \s io l l  ( ( 'o l  f :  l+ l  l l r c  p t tb l i c  t l c tno l l s t ra t i r t r t

o f  the  way o f  thc  lV less iah .  f t , , ,n ' " , 'a ' ,  i t  ' r i t t  lo  co l t t c  
' r  ' he t t  ( lo t l  u  i l l  he  i r l l  i r l  i r l l  

'

( l  Cor .  I5 :  25) .  \ {h r r t  i r , , l l e r " , l  in  l t t ' n t t r l l s  I  I  i s  i l ( l l i c f  I i r r  l l t c  t t l l ' ' r i r r l  
, ' t t t ' ' l  

i r

goa l  fo r  thc  pou 'c rs  to  in lp len lc t l t  i l  thc l  u r r t r ld  rc l l cc t  thc  gor ) r l r lus \  I ' l  ( ' r ) ( r '

Insofar as t hi fa i l  t() rlo th is, or i l l tcrl]t-et I l lc goo(l as u'hilt scrrcs.thcir o\rrl- it l t( ' t--

es ts ,  they  underminr  th t  ob l ig t t t io t t  la ic l  t tpor r  th ( )s ( ' in  s r rb icc t i ( ' ] '  
i '  

t ]  ' : , " ] l l - \ .

enunc ia ted  in  t l l csc  verscs .  I r rso la r  as  lnos t  Po l i t i f i l l  r cg i l t rcs  l ' r l l  sh ' r I t  r r l  l l ) f

goodness  o f  God,  s t tbscr l i cucc  , , t t , i  , ,aqu i t " " t ' t "  t t r t  bo t t t t c l  to  bc  l l c ' r t  ih  t lL r ' r l t

nta, rt l,r ir i,- , l igr-ri iv p.r.l" i"", i ( atr evil irncl l irultv thinl: sirrrc i l  is t l isot't lcr11"

cannot  pg5s ib ly  be  orc la incc l  l .  \ \ ' herc  t l l c  ta r l l  Chr is t ia t l  \ l  r i t i t l gs  par l  'o l l lp i r l rv

w i th  Mi i ton ,  howcvcr .  i s  t l l a t  l ) i t t l i c l .  I ' au l ,  a l td  lhc  ( ' l r r i s l i i l l l  l l l i t r t J ' rs  do  r lo l  ( ( ) l ) -

templa te  ine i r  $ , i in r ' , ss  1 r ,  the  * , , i . . , , r ' c ' t t ' i t r  lead i r rg  thcr t r  1o  i t r t t re ' ' l  re r " l t  l r r t t

in"*Ji,, i i .r. i t,r,u,t- t l"tt r,tr iatc or tht rtrctt it u'hcrc lhc ptrtrl ic Polit ical'

d".";;t"i;;; ' ,;;1:irri t ' ,", i"t wal u'c'uld bc .f lc'retl t '  pr.bablt ' i .creciul.us

spectators.



Conclusion

On( 'can loo l i i l l thcpagcs0 l  lhc  Ncu" les ta r t )e r ) t  a t rc l  l i r t t l  i t ) lhcsy t top t ic ( losp( ' l s .

t l l c  l c t le r  o l  la r l cs  a r tc l  the  bo t tk  o l  Re lc la l io t l  l l l i l t  i l l don t i tab le .  L l l t c ( , r r tp r ( ,n l r \ -

inE i  sp i r i t  nh ich  se t  i t se l l  i rg ,a ins t  thc  v t r lucs  o f  l l t c  p rcsc t t l  age .  Such c l r i r r

cut countcr-cLrllural slrarrcls trrc, irs lttrs it lreadv bcert suggcstcd, con)nroll

lea turc  o l  ear lv  Chr is t ia r t  t cx ts .  Y( '1 .  as  thc  P i tu l ine  lc l t c rs  i r td ic i r te .  the  ncr r
conver ts ,  p r r r t i c t r l i r r l l '  l hosr  in  thc  L r rban c r t r i ronrnent  o l  thc  c i t i i : s  o l  lh (
lJrupirc, hacl to learn a degret' ol arcconr tnodirtion \r ' i lh the vrrrrld as it
$ i ts ,  \ { i thou t ,  sonreh( } \ r ' .  a t )an( lon in l l  thc  s t i r rk  ta l l  lo  d isc ip lcsh ip  o l  thc
teachcr l ionr Nazarclh. \ ' !hirt is renrar-krrblc aboul the lelters ol l)aul. hou,c\'( 'r.
i s  thc  rvay  i r r  nh ich  l l l i s  Chr is t ia l )  i r c l i v is t  rna in t i l i ncd  the  c0unter -cu l lu r i r l
idcn t i t v  o f  thcsc  iso la tcc l  g ror rps  l r r ,b is  l r i r ve l i r rg  i tnd  \ \ ' r i t ing . ' l ' hc  s t r i r r :gc
th ing  i rbout  I 'au l  i s  l l t t r t  thc  cncrgr t i c  in r lova t ( ) r  a r rc l  [ r runc le r  o l  t l l e  gcn l i l c

churclr slrould hale becn lhe ont u'ho abor,e all sor'r 'cd thc secds ol t l le irccel)t
ab i l i l ] ,o l  t l r c  u r r r l t l  o r ( le r  as  i l  i s  iu rd  pass i l i l y  lo \ , l ,a rd  i t .  Ncvcr lhc lcss ,  as  i r
rece l r t  s tud) ,has  rcnr in t l cd  us .  lhc rc  i s  i r l  l l l c  l l ( ' a11  o l  lh is  cnrerg , i r rg  C l r r i s t i r rn
church  a  d is t inc l i vc  i ( len t i t l j  i n  n ' l r i ch  c l i t c  goods  anc l  p r iv i l cgcs  l r t ca l th .  por tc r .
ho l i r rcss ,  a rd  l in rx l , l cdge)  cc i i sec l  rncrc lv  l r r  hc  th r .p rerogat i \ ' ( ' o l  iu t  c ' l i te  a r rd
carnc  Io  be  i rccess ib le  to  a l l  u  i th i r r  t l re  conr r r r0n  l i l c  0 l  th r  Chr is l ia l l  c (J r ln lu r ] i
t i cs  ( l ' he isscr l  1999:  IJ I  l l f i ) .  [ l  c ( ) ! I cs  i rs  r )o  s r r rp r ise ,  lh t re l i j re .  1 l )a t  in  l l r (
I t i s to r l  o l  C l t r i s t ia l r i t y  r r ta r t l '  l t i r r , r  o l ien  i rx r l ie r l  to  t l l c  rad i (a l  l ) i rL r l  as  i l  b i l s is  Io r
i rppe i r l s  fo r  ch t rnge.  i rs  lhc  rxarnp lcs  o l  r \ugr - rs t i r rc ,  \ la r t in  LLr lh ( ' r .  i rnd  I ia r l  l l i r r lh
iD  d  i ca  1c .

' l ' e l rs io l )s  (e r ta inh ,  ex is t  bo th  a rnong thc  ! ,J  c \ \ "  l i ' s l  i r l l c l  l  t  c loc  u r r ren ls .  iu r , . l .  i I
l l t c  c i t sc  o i  sor r tc  r l l i t i ngs ,  u i th in  th r  sanre  docurnent .  Su(h  a  te r rs ion  bc tur f r l
$ 'h i l t  \ \  i r s  po l i t i ca l l v  and theokrg ic i r l l y  poss ib le  i r r rd  u 'h t r1  necdcd to  b r  bc l t l  o r r  to ,
lo be hcr:ciecl n hencver possible u,ithin lhc sc\,crc constrirints poscrl bv histor-icirl
c i r (L l lns ta r ) (cs ,  i s  p i r r t  (J l  lbe  s lo ry  o l  Chr is l i i l l l  I i r c l i c t r l i s rn .  Sonrc  t fc r t '  r r r0 r t
i r ) \ 'e r1 t i \ , ( '  l h i rn  r ) l i r ( rs  i  t l l e  \ r , i r ys  in  l !h ic l r  thc t  dc i r l t  u i th  t l l i s  conLrndr r r rn .
' l 'hcrc 

u,crc rl lrrtvrs \\ ' l to brooliccl no cornpron)isc, or Ibund thcre tt irs no aller
t la l i \ ' c  bu t  1o  d ie  l i r r  the i r  l i r i t l l .  l i l t  thc r ( ' \ \ ' e rc  those $ho sOught  lhc  t -cer lo r r
\ l i l b in  lhc  s la lus  quo l { )  p r l rsL l (  t l re i r  goa ls .  In  r r r t l t r l  rvays  t l le i r  ing( ' Iu i t \  iu rd
th ( ' i r  k r ta tk  l i r r  s r r r r i v i r i  bcsp t 'aks  < t l  t l ta t  sa l l ( . t l i v ine  sparh  th i ) t  l i e l ) l  thc  l i r i l l )
i r l i ve  iD  the  c i r r l y  ve i r rs  o l  thc  ( ' l r r - i s t ia r r  church .  SLrc l t  t l ' e rc  lhc  t !aJ ,s  to  ln i t i l ] ta i l l
thc  con r i t r len t  1o  ( ' l l r i s t  s  l i i r r , t c  ) l t r  in  t i te  ln ids l  o l  lhc  po l i l i c i l l  i rnd  ( ,oD0r r r i r '
' r t r h ' r '  l  a r r  i r ; l c  r r l t i t  l r  L l (  t i r t l ( l ( \ l  L  l l l l r r r , | l r i \ a .

' I ' he  
l ) i (1ure  ne  l t i [ ' e  o l  ra rh  ( ' l ) r i s t ian i t \ '  l l -o r t r  the  sourcc 's  i s  i r  "s r :c l i r r i i r r ] '

p ic tu r t l  uh ic l r  s i t s  u  r rcour  fo r l  i rb ly  \ r ' j t l l  i t l l  t l ra t  l t c ' l ro l t l  dc i r r .  l i ronr  t l le  p ( )s i l io r )
o l  i l i seo tn l i r r t ,  pers ( ' cu t io l t ,  o l tp ress io r r .  a t r ( i  r r r i l to r i t l ,  s la lus .  ( 'h r i s l i i l t  peop lc
I i ruuc l  t l ta t  the  I l ib lc  rcsona lcd  u , i th  l l r c i r  l i vcs .  l i r r  a l l  l l ) c i r  p ro lcs ta t ions  o l '
kryally 19 th('ernpcror, thev rclirsecl lo (oni)rnl to the (lcl l i tt)ds ol elnpirc. I. i)r
therlr lberc rlas arrothcr Ling: jcsLrs. l ' lrer' lookr-,d forrvard to the l intc \\ 'her] to
Itirrr cyclv l i lc'e qrtrrlcl t l i trr,. lhcre cpulcl bc pp c()lnpr()nisc bet$,cen (lctrl tr lr l

e"':i;,lll,i:,lii',':'lii,,il::::';Ti'i'::'il'i'i":;':'ll'llil'lll;il:lliiii:'lil*ith,:::^$:';;,il."u< as L'rtl n'l'l,ll'iii];,1';',L,,r) 
earrh \\,hicl, is such i, do,rinitnr

wnj j - " " . . i r " r , , r , ,g ie i r l  l r , 'p t , r f  ( ;o( l  \k i r rF(r" ' r . r ) r r i . . : : l  
: , , , " " . ; *  , , . . , , , , ,n , ,u ' , , , ,u , ,

.-:HT";;; iL.s,amc.r ,n."ll,ti.;:lill,:i::,',',',il,iill",i;'i;l;Jii..,,, rhe reig,.
$li'Ji" in".,n".l; *i"i]l]ililii.i,,ii''i"i''* "' "" "gc u.ic' is passittg aual'

:l.Tf;1t''n:m l l'::.::l ;,lnllXi;llill,:i:ll';ll:i:",,','.'illi,:;llil:
I-,uiion' t,'^t"t orr ir\ rr):\\.lll::l:.:,',i.;;,'i;i il," rl.s..iul' 'l'his is it c{)urplicirted
"r'i"a"T' ll']]]i: ,:,:::':\illi'l'"1".,'''*',ii'..,,'f tlilfcrcnccs ttl .pitri.n *trt $'lrctr

'J"ff Jl'illilrJl* ::m;ll,liil ii I illilllll':lii.:i']ff xllli' :l:
ilfl:l::lilill ]r,l':i.lli'i],iil,irii:r;;li, ': llll,ll;:'i l:rlillll:;',,1;llll ll il:l'
fu1  up6 gson, ,n l i t  5 )  \ l  c rn \  \ \  n  l c !

"tt T:.1";,:;1- bcru,er:. ciresa. a'cl Clrrist lxrvttdecl ::lll. 
t,lT:t'"" tlisi.rtrsc

rr'i,'. *-r'". r'"rv.,,,'*'' fi:l::.1'll,lll:,"..,lll:l::i:ili:ll:i,;ll';l..il:l:'iii illi,"
a n  o a t h  l r r  t h (  ( ' n l p c r  r '  ( ' r  l ) t r r ' r r  i r ' " 1 ' : l  

. . : . . i ' ; , , , ,  , -  r l r , .  r l * l r - r , r ,  r  . l  ' , t r r  F , ' t l .

#rtlill"llll,xll;:ll;ll'lllli:lll Kll"']il'l'l:,.'l"llli"l """"n"'""''.
:';;;;*;il;;;';'"'1''::l:::t:,:,i'i,ili::l:lll: ,l;,,,llltl'li:'l,,,.l"iii.l'lll:l;ill;1"
il*il: ,li,:]::1,i,]_'l?,1\'ii"";,,;;;r,,,i,r," n,un,",,,,rr ltsrilrlor1l ail(r srirn(ritrg

firm in one's con'ittl"tr' u"tr tt"tl 'u'l inl""t t" 't '" Il ' lr. ' ' l l ' l l l i-]tl]]" s-r trb.lizcd br

in.',.","n -",, r'",o,'n.. n'u,.i.' ui 'l;l;:lllfi,ll.lffi:i"i',li:'J];,',',',1'illill:
H':ilillli;ll:!:il,I iil:ili'tl;ii."ni"''i'li'"'"'.".'ll'll':::"'* c'lrrr.rc trre
Apocalypse remiutls rertdcrs t ' i ' irtt l  ' i t"ttt ' tt charitclct ol rtpparctrtlv hitrrtrltss

actrons.irhc otld r.,i,ui .,,,,'pr,,,ni..,,iiit, rn",,ta 'u't"' ft "']tlll'if;ill]lii',1L1'li
rn"af.",f ftu tt 

" 
Ilcast' r\l l ltcliott lrttrlcvt'r sltl itl l is rtititltattll r

in l in i re ' i rhre in  thc d i ' ine 
" t : " ( l , i ' l l i :  rn  the I r r , \cr1 r l r r re  cr rs l  i r  chrr l lc rgr ' , .  i r

,.*lt":Jii'l;H,:ili];lilf ,iil,.^"'].r" i'*i.'r''" rirt.r tr'lr''r. r'hcsc'ir)ttrrcsr.i\
the munda'c nna ,n" n"u""'it'l't:'";.'"; ;..:"' nil,:''l'l'.]ilil''illlil''':':Jl]i,i

::ilil.-:ilil.L:,Jl; lii: :i:ill ; itll jililll" L,t,. ,,. l::,ill;;l:lr:iit,,,lli
least of his 'brcthrett" in thc trli(ist ol thc pftscr)r :'"' l 'l:,il ' ill;l:,:',i ri," ,j,r,f"
judgmcnt  is  l lo \ \ '  be i l lg  gcsr i r ted i r t  lh t  u( ) lnb o l  h is lor } r  lDrs '

as a wholc.  , \ l l  o i  l i l t '  ' t  
" "  

' " t ' l ' i i t ' l i i t "  re l ig io t rs  pcrsot t  
. l ronr  

e ' i r t i r rs  lo  buvrr rg

words and dcctls as nell 
"'t^itti ' ' ' 'u.."u"irl 

rgstrnlc;] a1li'1'rship,'l 'he rc is tttr

area of cxrstencc 
"ft'tn ""t"t' i"" 

arrd trrrallbrted lll .::^ll*""' ' 
sigtri{icatrcc

This link betucett tltt p"t'lr:'""..i'irl" p'illlc rh( spilittral'ii:1'll]lltr;i:,:ll5l

Ctttiati""it l '  i"ft"t itccl lront ltrdlisnl hls be'colttc it cetrl lal c

( 'h r i s t i t r r r i t l  ( l r ' \ \ t l  t l t c  (L  t t l \ l r i ' \ '
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Elshtain

St. Augustine in the world o[ political theokrFy h*.?":i.::t*:"

li' e."iJo."*'". oow91 ulno !ay31 t-"Y:11"1:.ii'li::?:T:11"::;
;"li'.iffi ;';;:;;y*':1.::llf ill?n"Tlli;ilillll'J"'Ifi lll;
out .  He never  penned a  spec tnc  t l . ,  

.  - : - ^  ^ , ,+ ,^ ,har .n  Ar lous-
:$l#ffi;##,-iaie'u""" 'oill"d on figuring out what an Ausus-

rliticaltheologv is' or mrsht De' rnan on th" ltT.tt:i-::1::TllliliTil;|iEcal tneorotsv rr' u' """"t ""'.-.';;res 
to st. Augustine's work that

theologies. There are particular.l

m a toush nut to crack r-m.tn" ii*' ot,n: t,."1,Y"1']::,:li:"f:li:
lJ#:"J;';'il i""i' 

" 
titrt"o or Hippo in 4'Jo .Au8ustrne.rvn)tc

7 books. He touches on all the ceniraithemes ot,Chrisrf:jTi:::l 

"l:

';'::TiJT"l,i:1"i;ffi ;;;;;;'"^t"i;iT"^lilo^';'3::il*ff ;
determinism' war and human aggression' tl" 

?i::: :i^1"::: i:.-
order, church doctrine, Christian vocations: the list is nigh endless

;il il;;t;;s works follow an arsumentative lin".l":1"^T:::;:

:?i#f ff i il: J; ilil;';;i i'"or i'"' "'p"'i"rtu :: i::::' n"
luridical or legalistic cast or so much moae,rnryl11$.1:"::l"T:.t"".";

ffilTi :d::il;il ;;rd;;"k"s,n a broad canvas.,::: T,'a'f "'"
theological, philosophicat, nistoncat' cultural' and rhetoricaLlt:Yl*;

li!.#i};illli#;';;;'i;i;;;'race as werr as vast 9:o'h T:l:"*
to get a handle on if o.,e'' o*" pu-'ffi': 1"1::.i:t:::'li;il,liii

*:'-lffilff;li'".i"".*i'': u'iil'" i' ul'o u nuanced "particular-
historicist.
L this towering enterprise it rs, perhaos.'.un1uriliLr tn1ijltl:lt": 

i:J.;
fi il:'iliHl,:'i rul, ffi ..:",*'; I e s i ze'r b. t h at end, 1'-: 

o' o""n
dapolitical realistu.d.ononi'"olt i3u *itt' ot ttt" ttt"u'l-lt:]::litiililpollrlcal tealtst drru ' 

urit-; u"t' as well' of a tradition that
,ol of thoueht called "Christian re

il##tiiil;;uJ'' roitt'inr'"" r" the-political realism',1Ti':lill
:s vracnraveru arrq '' ";;;ti"t' 

if ie is read at all' is read pri-
m are not theological thinkers' A

il iJilt*";;;".pt' t'o- r'i' gilu-t works that most favot::yf"TX"tti

ry;,Hil:fffi:: t: ffi ;;:ffi-Jrssions are isnored and book XrX


