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Bibh Interpretatiott

The Lord declares to lott that He urill billd yr a Houe (z Sam. vii,
rrc). 1 pill raise ilPJoilr seed afterlou (z Sam. vii, rz). I utill establisb
the throne of bis kingdon [Jor euerJ(z Sam. vii, r3). [I will be] hitfatber
and be sball be nJ rzn (z Sam. vii, r4). He is the Branch of David who
shall arise with the Interpreter of the Law [to rule] in Zion [at the
end] of time. As it is written, I pill raise rp thc tent of Dauid tbat i:

falhn (Amos ix, rr). That is ro say, the fallen. tent of Daaid is he who
shall arise to save Israel.

Explanation of Hop blessed is tbe man pbo doet not walk in tbe coansel
of tbe wicked (Ps. i, r). Interpreted, this saying [concerns] those 'rzho

turn aside from the way [of the people] as it is u/ritten in the book
of Isaiah the Prophet concerning the last days, It came to pau that

[tlte Lord turned me aride, ar with a nigb4t hand,from aalkingin tbe wa1,
ofJ tbis people (Isa. viii, rr). They are those of whom it is written in
the book of Ezekiel the Prophet, The Leuitet fstrayd far from me,

followingJ their idols (Ezek. xliv, ro). They are the sons of Zadok
who [seek their own] counsel and follow [their own inclination]
aPatt from the Council of the Community.

flYbl do the natiotts [rage] and the peoplet meditatc [uanity, tbe king:
of tlte earthJ rise zp, [and tl:e] princes take coansel togetber against the
Lord and against lHis Messiahl? (Ps. ii, r). Interpreted, this saying
concerns [the kings of the nations] who shall [rage against] the elect of
Israel in the last days. II This shall be the time of the trial to
co[me over the house of Judah to perfect . . . Belial, and a remnant
of the people shall be left according to the lot (assigned to them),
and they shall practise the whole Law . .. Moses. This is the time of
which it is written in the book of Daniel, the prophet: But tbe nticked
shall do wickedj and shall rot anderstand, but tbe righteons sball prifl
themselues and make tltemselues ahin (Dan. xii, ro). The people who
know God shall be strong. They ^re the masters who
understand . . .
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6 3 .  M E S  S I A N I C  A N T H O L O G Y
O R  T E S T I M O N I A

(4Q17s)

This short document from Cave 4QQr1), dating to the early first century

scn, similar in literary style to the christian Testimonia, or collection of

messianic proof-texts, includes five quotations artanged in four groups, the

last being follorved by a particular interpretation (DJD,V, 57ao)'

The first group consists of two texts from Deuteronomy referring to the

prophet similar to Moses; the second is an exttact from a prophecy of

Balitm about the royal Messiah; the third is a blessing of the Levites and,

implicidy, of the Priest-Messiah.

The last group oPens with a verse from Joshua, which is then expounded

by means of a quotation from the sectarian Psalms of Joshua' Most expetts

hold that the commentator, bearing in mind the biblical Passage, is alluding

to thtee characters, a fathet ('an accursed man') and his two sons' However'

the verb ,atose' in the second sentence is in the singular, and it would seem

correct to interpret this text as referring to the tv/o brothers only'

The Lord spoke to Moses saYing:

You baue-heard tbe pords ahich tbt people baue spoken tolou; all they

haue said is right. o tbat tbeir heart were alwalt like this, tafear me and to

keep n1 comiandnents a/wa1t, tbat it night be nrell pitb then and their

citarei 1or euer! (Devt. 
", 

ta-9;' I ui// raise Q for tben a Prophet like

1tot, froi amon{! tie;r brethren' I witt pat ry yn( into his ilnstlr and he
-rhoit 

trtt then-'all that I command hin. And I will reqaire a reckoning of

uhoeaer iltill not listen to the pords phich the Prophet shall speak in n1

Nane (Deut. xvi i i ,  r8-r9).

He took up his discourse and said:

Orach of Iialaam son of Beor. Oracle of the nan ahose e1e it penetrating.

Orach oJ iin who bas beird the words of God, uho knout tbe wisdon of the

Mo$ H;gh and teer tbe uision 0f tbe Alnigh$, who falls and his.e1e,s are

opened. lne hin bat n,t n,,r. I behotd hin bat not near. A star sball come
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Bible Interpretation

out-of Jacob _atld a sceptre trtarr rise o*t of Israer; r:e sbalr crurb tbe temblec
of Moab atd destroy all the cltildren of Sbitb (Num. xxiv, r,_r7). 

'- "r'cr

And of Levi he said:
Ciue Tfut Tmmim to I eai, and Th1 [Jrim to Th1 pioas one ahom Thoa

didst test at Massalt, and utitb nthom Thor didst [uirel at tbe watels""j
Meribab; uho said to bh fatber and motber,,I kniwlon not,, and ntbo did
not.aeknowledge his brotber, or knoa his tons, For tiel obrcraed ft1 ,rra
and kept Th1 Couenant. Tle2lhatt cay Tfu preupti to thine brfri 1orcoOand.Tfu Law before lvael. TlteJ_sbalt send-uj incnse toaarfu Tfut nistrils

":l.Ikt: 
a.burnt.offering tpon Tbine altar.-Bhs bis power, O Lord, and

deligh.t in the work of bis bands. Smite the loins of bit iduersarie, ora it h;,
enemies rise no more (Deut. xxxiii, g-r r).

When Joshua had finished offering praise and thanksgiving, he
said:

Cused be the man wbo rebttilds tbis citl! Ma1 be /a.1t itsfomdation on his
frst-born-, and nt its gate apon hisyungist ton"(Josh. vi, z6). Behold, an
accursed m n, a man of Satan, has risen to L..o-, a fowler,s nei to
his people, and a cause of destruction to all his neighbours. And
[his brother] arose [and ruled], both being instruments of violence.
They have rebuilt [Jerusarem and have ser,rpl a wall and towers ro
make of it a stronghold of ungodliness . . . in israel, and a horror in
Ephraim and in Judah . . . They have committed an abomination in
the land, and a great blasphemy among the children 1"f frr^.t. ifr.y
have shed blgodl like water upon the ramparts of the d"rrghter of
Zion and within the precincts of |erusalem.'

64.  ORDINANCES OR COMMENTARIES ON
BIBLICAL LAW

(4Q159,4Q51F14)

Three manusctipts ftom Cave 4 (4Qr59, 4Q5rr-r4), published respectively
in DJD,Y, Gg, and VII, 287-98, and probably belonging to the tutn of
the era, include reinterpretations of various biblical laws.

In the first statute, the interpreter deduces from Deut. xxiii, z5-6 that a
poot man may eat eats of corn in the fieid of another person, but is not
allowed to take any home. On a threshing floor, however, he may both eat
and gather ptovisions for his family.

Next follows a statute refetring to the tax of half a shekel to be
contributed to the upkeep of the place of worship by every Israelite aged
tiventy. Later Jewish tradition interpreted this passage as instituting a
yearly tax to be paid by evety male Israelite (cf. Neh. x, 3z; Matth. xvii,24-

7; see also the treatise Sbekalin or Shekcl Drcs in the Mishnah). The eumtan
ordinance, however, insists on one single payment, thereby complying with
the sctiptural rule and at the same time refusing regular support to the
Temple of Jerusalem. Hete 4Qr59 and 4Qyr3,, fts. r-2, partly overlap.

The third statute (4Qr59, frs. z-4) deals with the prohibition on selling
an Istaelite as a slave (cf. Lev. xxv,39 46); with a case to be judged by a
court of twelve magistrates; with the forbidden interchange of garments
between men and women (ci Deut. xxii, y); and with the charge laid by a
husband against his wife that she was not a vitgin when he married he.r
(Deu t .  x x i i ,  r 1  z r ) .

F.inally,4Qtrr, frs. z--4, and 4Q5r4 legislate on purity rules.

4 Q I ' 9

II . . . Ary destitute [Israelite] who goes into a threshing floor
may e t there and gather for himself and for [his] hou[sehold. But
should he walk amorig corn standing in] the field, he may eat but
may not bring i t  to his house to srore ir .

Conce,rning . . . the money of valuation that a man gives as
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Bible Interpretation

ransom for his life, it shall be half [a shekel . . .] H. shall give it
only once in his life. Twenty gerahs make one shekel according to
[the shekel of the Temple (cf. Exod. xxx, rz-r1) ...] For the
6oo,ooo, one hundted talents; for the 3,ooo, half a talent = 30
minah; [for the ;oo, five minahs;] and for the 5o, half a minah,
(which is) twenty-five shekels (cf. Exod. xxxviii, 2r4) . . .

4Qrt9, frs. z-4

. . . before Isra[el] shall [n]ot serve Gentiles among foreign[ers, for I
have brought them out from the land ofl Egypt, and I have
commanded concerning them that none shall be sold as a slave . . .

. . . [t]en men and two priests, and they shall be iudged befote
these twelve . . . spoke in Israel against a person, they shall inquire
in accordance with them. Whosoever shall rebel . . ., shall be put to
death for he has acted wilfully.

Let no man's garment be on a woman all [the days of her life].
Let him [not] be coveted with a woman's mantle, nor wear a
woman's tunic. for this is ao abomination.

If  a man slanders a virgin of Israel,  i f  in.. .  when he married her,
let him say so. And they shall examine her [concetning her] trust-
worthiness, and if he has not lied concerning her, she shall be put to
death. But if he has humiliated her ffalse]ly, he shall be fined two
minahs, and shall not divorce her all his life.

: i t te!; : . . .  
4erl ,

. . . [Tw]enty [gerahs] make a shekel according to the she[kel of the
sanctuary . . .l The half-[shekel consists of twe]lv[e me]ahs, [two]
zuztm .. . also sources of uncleanness. The ephah and the bath, also
sources of uncleanness, have the same capacity, (viz.) ten 'issarons

( = tenths). A bath of wine corresponds to an ephah of corn. The
seah consists of three and one-third of issarons. sources of unclean-
ness, and the tithe of the ephah [is the 'issaron].

Ordircnces or Commentaries on Biblical Law

4Q'14

I H e s h a l l n o t e a t . . . f o t a l l t h e u n c l e a n ' . . t o c o u n t f o t [ h i m
,.lr.r, d"y, of walshing and he shall wash and cleanse on the d[a]y

"? 
iiirf iorification. Sho"v.t has not begun his purification. from

iir"fof,-,r,1,' [shall not eat]. [Neither-shall he eat] in his first (degree

"O ""if*l"".ss. 
All those temporarily unclean shall urash on the day

of their [pu]rification, and cleanse (their garments) with water and

shall becoml clean. Afterwards they may eat their bread according

io in" f^* of purity. Whoever has not begun his Purification from

his 'fount' shall not eat land be arrogant] in his first (degree oQ

uncleanness. Whoever is still in his first (degree of) uncleanness

shall not eat. All those temporarily [un]clean on the day of their

oulrificationl shall wash and cle"nse (their garments) with water and

|tie.i ;h;ii bJ .1."r,. Afterwards they may eat their bread according

to 
'the 

l[aw. Nonel shall e[at] or drink with whomsoev[er]

prePafes. .  '
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6 5 .  T H E  H E A V E N L Y  P R I N C E  M E . L C H I Z E D E K
(1 lQMelch = 11Q13)

A striking first-century nce document, composed of thirteen fragments
from Cave r r and centred on the mvsterious ligure of l\{elchizedek, u,as
6tst  publ ished by A.  S.  van der Woude in t965. I t  takes the form of  an
eschatological midrash in which the proclamation of liberty to the captivcs
at the end of days (Isa. lxi, r) is understood as being part of the general
restoration of property during the year of Jubilee (l,ev. xxv, r 3), seen in the
Bible (Deut. xv, z) as a remission of debts.

The heavenlv deli'erer is Melchizedek. Identical with the archanr.er
Michael ,  he is  the head of  rhe 'sons of  Heaven'  or  .gods 

of  Jusr ice '  and is
teferred to as elobim and r/. The same terminolog). occurs in the songs for
the Holocaust  of  the Sabbath.  These Hebreu,  words normal lv  mean .God' ,

but in certain specific contexts Jcwish tradition also explains elobin as
primarily designatine a 'judge'. 

Here Melchizedek is portrayed as presiding
over the final Judgement and condemnation of his demonic counterDart.
Belial/Satan, the Prince of narkness, ersewhere also caried Merkiresha; icf.
above,  pp.  r85-6,  1rr) .  The great  act  ofdel iverance is  expected to occur on
the Day of Atonement at the end of the tenth Jubilee cvcle.

This manuscript sheds valuabie light not only on the rvlelchizedek rigure
of the Epistle to the Hebreu's vii, but also on the development of the
messianic concept in the New Tcstament and early Christianin..

For the text, see A. S. van der Woude, ,Mclchizedek 
als himmlische

Erlosergestalt. ..', Ordtettantentircbe Studjen, Leiden, r96;, 154-73; N{. de
Jonge and A. S.  van der Woude, ' r rQ Melchizedek and rhe New Testa_
ment ' ,  NT-f  tz  (1966),  3ot-26;  -J.  T.  Mi l ik ,  JJS z3 e97t) ,96-to9;  E.  puech,
'No tes  su r  l e  manusc r i t  de  r  rQ  Me l k i s6deq ' ,  RB  r z  ( t 987 ) , 4g  j _ r r 3 .

.:. 4"9 concerning that which He said, In Ithisjlear of Jubilee [eacb
of ya shall rettfftt t0 bfu properlt (Lev. xxv, ,3); and likewise, ,And this
it the manner of release:J eaerl creditor s/ta// release tbat u,hich he ltat lent
I to bit neigbbour. He sball not exact it of his neighboar and bis brotherJ,for
God't release [has been proclained] (Deut. xv, z). [And it wiil 

-be

Tbe HeauenlY Prince Melcbirydek

Droclaimed atl the end of days concerning the caPtives as. [He said'

Ttirtrtri* tiiertl to tbe captiues (Isa'-lxi, r)' lts interpretation is that

H"j *ilf 
"ssign 

lhem to tire Sons of Heaven and to the inheritance I

oiirl"l.ti".dlk; f[or He will cast] their [lot] amid the po[rtions of

Melchize]dek, who will return them there and will proclaim to

ihem liberty, forgiving them [the wrong-doings] of all their

iniquities.- 
i,rrd this thing will [occurl in the 6rst- week of the Jubilee that

follows the ninelubil.es. Ani the Dav of Atonement is the e[nd of

ti"J t.",ft [Julbilee, when all the Sons of [Lightl and the men of the

lot'of Me{chi]zedek will be atoned for' [And] a statute concerns

them [to pro*,jia. them with their rewards' For this is the moment

o f t h e Y e a r o f G r a c e f o t M e l c h i z e d e k ' [ A n d h l e w i l l , b y . h i s
,t...rgth, iudge the holy ones of God, :Yuting iudgement as it is

turi,t!., .,r...tnitg him in the Songs of David' who said' ELoHI.M Io

to, topm hft place"in s6s littine 'o'n'il; in the nidst of the gods.he hotds

iildsenent (Psalms lxxxii, r). And it was concerning him that he said'

i;;; ;;; assembly of the'peoples) ret.urn to tlte, height aboue them; nt

1go4 ,;il 1rag, tie peopks llt'trnt vii' 7-8)' As for that which he

?1^;A, Uoil ling ritil;11uige mlust[' and. sbop partialitl to tlte a'ickedT

irtoi 1vr^t^s"lxxxil, .1, lt. inLtptetation concerns Satan and the

spirits'of his lot [whol rebelled by turning away frorn the precepts

;?a;J;" . . . n"a Nielchizedek will avenge the vengeance of the

|lag.rn".tm of God . ' . and he will drag [them from the hand ofl
'S^tu'., 

"nd 
from the hand of all the sp[irits ofl his [lot]' And all.the

t"at f"f Justice'] will come to his aii [tol attend to the de[struction.l

# S^rrn. And the beigbt is all the sons of God ' ' ' It

this . . . This is the day of [Peace/Salvation] concgrlin-S. whl;h,

iCoal .p.rf.. [through t,,1i"t'' the prophet, who said' IHow] beauttful

)pon it, ,oortoirs oi, tbe feet of tit 'istt.'ger uho proclaims peace' a'ho

iringt good news, aho procliin: saluation, u'ho saJs to Zion: \'our nrorttu

VttCri (Isa. lii,7). its interpretation; the moantains are the prophets

. . .-"ta' tlte ttessenger is the Anointed one of the spirit' concer{riog

whom Dan[iel] said, luntil an anointed one, a prinre (Dan' ix' 
")l 

' ' '

tn"a ft" iho' b'i'tg's\' good Inents i ' .who 
proclaims / saluation] : it is

,onrrrrioghin that it i iritten ''' [To confort all who 'llzilrn' t0 grant t0

tbose phi mourn in ZionJ (lsa' lxi, )*;' 
'fi 

comfort Itbou aho m.oarn: its 'o

interpretationl, to male them understand all the ages of t[ime] 
-' 

' '

In truth . . . will turn awav from Satan ' ' ' by the ludgement[s] of

God, as it is written conceroing h)m, [who sals to Zion]; yar

tsLoHrNI reigns' Zion rr .. ', those who uphold the Covenant' rvho

J b Ij 6o


