
COUNTRY. COUNTRYSIDB

sees the countrysidc as automatically superior to the
city, th€ Bible gives no re.son to believe that people
in either localc are in a better or worse posirion befi:re
God or that onc canoot live the godly life in either
place. Deuteronomy 28:3 dcclarcs regarding those
who obey God, "Blessed shall you bc in the city, and
blessed shall you be in the 6eld" (RSV). Correspond-
ingly for those who disobey, 'Cursed shall you be in
the city, and cursed shallyou be in the field" (Dcut
28:16 RSV: cf ' .  Ezek 7:15 and 6:56).

Sr, dfuo *NrMAr,s; Crry; FARMTNG; FoREs r; GARDEN;
GRovE; I-AND; I-AND FLoMNGwrm MTLKAND HoNEy;
MoUNTATN; PAsruR!; PLArN; fuvER; VArr-EY; WTLDER
NESS.

COURAGE
The Bible supplics us with a rich store ofimages for
couragc- This is no surprise, sincc the Bible is about
small peoplc accomplishing great deeds with God's
help. The images of courage are as various as thc
mighty deeds celebrated in the biblical canon.

The vocabulary ofcourage is especially rich in the
OT. Biblical Hebrerv employs a number ofidioms for
courage, only some ofwhich can be translated into
English term-fbr-term understandably. One com
mon expression for courage vlls the word, *heo/t.

This usage corresponds roughly to our own; the
English word toLrage comes to us fiom the Irtin
word cor ("heart"). The "bravest warriors" (Amos
2:16 NIV) oflsraelwcre literally "suong ofheart."
I-oss ofheart meant a loss ofcourage. This could be
expressed in a number ofways: the heart 'goes out"
lcen 42:28, author's translation), 'falls" (l Sam
17:32, author's translation), "fains" (fob 23:16),
"fails" (ter 4:9, author's translation) or 'melts"

(Ezck 21:7)- Hebrew idioms also linked courage with
the *hands anrl *knees. Gaining and losing courage
were expressed with the phrases "strengthen-
ing/loosening the hands/koces." (2 Sam I6:21;Job
4:4: Is |3:7, Ezek7:17\.

One striking fiature ofbiblical depictions ofcour
age is the close link betwecn courage and thc expec
tation of success- With the possible exccption of
David's 'lamcnt for Saul and Jonathan (2 Sam 1:19-
27), thc biblical writcrs ncvcr picture courage as a
grim stoicism in the face ofdefeat. On the contrary
thc frcquent exhortations to "be strong and coura-
geous'r are grounded on God's promise of success
(Deut 3I6; Josh l :6-9;J,tdg7:9-15,2 Chron 32:7;
Hag 2:4 , Acts 27 :22) .

Many dnmatic biblical narrativcs recount how
individuals,:cted on God': promi:es to gain vrctory
in *barde in thc face ofoverwhelming hunran odds.
In such storics as that ofJael(Judg 4:17-21), Gideon
]rdg 7tl-25), Jonathan and his *armor bearer (l
Sam l4: l-14), *David against Goliath ( l  Sam 17:l-
54), Jehoshaphat (2 Chron 20:I-30), aod Hezekiah
(2 Chron 32:l 23), the pcople ofGod, despite bcing
outnumbcred, take on the tenemy with the belicf
that God's power is sumcient in their wcakness.
These narratives of bravery in batde helped to forrn
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thc sclf-understanding of the early church. Paul ct
pecially employed the language ofcourage in '$t

flre as a metaphor for his own minisuy (2 Cc
I 0: I -6 ) and for thc ministry ofthe ch urch as a wholc
(Eph 6:10-20).

Since 'weakness and'brokenness are a large
of the human condition, obedience to God
require courage in all kinds ofsituations. Women
Ru th  (Ru th  3 : l  7 ) .  Ab iga i l  ( l  Sam 25 :14  3 l )
Esther (Esther 4: l0-5:2) took huge personal
intercede for others. The magnitude of thc
involved made the bui lding of the ' temple

occasion for courage ( l  Chron22:13;28:10);
in the building ofthe second temple, tiis rvas
pounded by opposition and thc harsh conditions
life for the returnees (Zcch 8:9,13).

The early church, taking its cue from thc
ofprophets who confronted kings {2 Sam l2: l
I Kings l8:16 46;'22:1-28:' Is 7:l-25; Jer 36:l
sought and received the help of thc Holy Spirit
proclaim the good news rvith boldness in all
atioos (Acts 4:29; l3:46; l8:26; Eph 6:19; Phil
I Thess 2:2).

Tesus himself went bevond the outer limis
human courage by daring to die, not for good
but for "sinners (Rom 5:6-8). The author of
brews saw in Christ's display of courage lhe
dynamic that drives all people who possess
fairh. He charactcrizes rhe Christian lile u onc
r'boldncss," *"confidence" or "courage."
3:6;4:16; I0:19; 10:35) Chapter l l  recountj
great rheroes of faith as examples ofthos€ who
not "throw awav" their 'confidencc" (Heb I
because they were looking to the eventual
their fairh (Heb I I  :o. I  3- |  o;.  The crowning
plc -the _author' of believing courage-is
His endurance ofthe cross (Hcb l2:2-3) is the
to which those who are "losins heart" should
Altcr encouraging the read€rc to consider their
ferings a sign that they havc become,like Jesus,
ofcod (Heb l2:5 I l), he closeswith an
to strcngthcn fteble arms and weak kn€es
l2:12). This language, clcarly borrowed from
35:3-4, is a cell to regain courage.

S,, a/ro BA)TLL SToNrjs; BoLDNF,ss;
FAna{; HEARI; HERo, HEnorNE; HUNTTNG;
BLING, STL{KING, BoDILY ANGUIsH.

COURT. Sz RoYAr. CouRr.

COURTROOM. Sa Lr-;cAr. IMAGEs;
RoMANs, LETTER To rHri.

CO\rENANT
The image ofcovenant or agreemcnt is the
way in which the Bible portrays thc
beween God and his people and (to a lcsser cxt l
to the human race in gcDeral. While many horizol
relationships are describcd as covcnantal (includ
'marriage and various pacts between friendr
among enemies), thc Bible's imagcry of covo



COVENANT

fuirrs pnmlri l l  orr thc corrr lr l r  l rcl \rrrr ( ;()d;rrd
humankind.

Thc CovcnaDts of Genesis. Wc e.rrch rhc iir'sr
himof$t coycnut nrot i l  in ( icrrtsis l .  r  hcrc ( ior l

tEb l r sho  rh , ' r  i , .  . ' un r ( \  ( 1 .  j \ l  J  r , r \ r ) . r l r  ( , 1
nrfu'  r  i th 'At l .rnr .rnLl *Ele. l t  i '  . r  (1\ 'enrnt th.rt
tobl ishes the obl igrr ions ol rhr rrc. lLrre r(n\rrd
Gd .x  t c l .  r .  r r r  " L  I l r ) (  " t  r l r ' .  ' n v  ( l . r .  r ' . c \  r ! ' l
dbhling. Grrl's p.rn ol dre .1)\ en.rrt is r() rstablish
ldrm and Erc in r pcl l ict s orld rr hcrt .r l l  thr ir  neei ls
ttnctbrdnine l fo\ isi(n). A,:hnr .rrt l  I ' . re s i lcbt of '

l nu rudc  i " n  l t .  l  . r ' . i  l \  , , 1 ' r \ r r -  t , ,  " 1  .  r l  r r .  r r , ,
Utocat i-ronr rhr l i )r lr iddcn *rrcc Lrp{rr pcn. r\  ()t '
rdath (Gcn 2 l  6. l  ;  i .  f  his hnqLr.r! ,c ol conrm.rnd
riJh an inport.urt larr oi rhc rnt.rgcr\ ol r l l t
roiicnrnt thro ghou rhc Biblc.

thc secontl  cortnrnr r lrat rc rc.rt l  .rLlrLrt is drt
oa God nrrkcs rr i lh Noih inrnr(di.r lcl \  r f i rr  the
{md. Hcrc drc l .urqulge is nrrrch nr()rc c\pl ici t l \
cotmntrl i  l l (hold. I  csr:rbl ish nrv corcn.rnt $ith

FurndvoLu d(\(ol( l .rots.1l ier Yorr..rn. l  \ i rh crcr-r
hing crerturc th.rt  is r i idr r ' ()Lr .  .  .  th.rr rrrvrf. lgarn .
. . f ial l thtre bc r l lxxl to clcstr()\ ' r l rr  ( .r f fh')  { . . 'cr l
9$-l l  fSV). ihrs is .r  covenrnt wirh r lrr  enorc
g!2!on,ind[dirrq nrturc.rs \ \  cl l .rs l ]c(] l) lc " ircovc
Dllht$ec0 nrc.uri  r l l  f lc\h rhrt is Lrpon thc crrth '

{Cn 9:17 lL\\ ' r  I  hc sign of rhis .()\en.rnt is Ihc
rninboq "a sign ol thc eo\ en;rnr l)er\ crn me an.l
&on l '  (Gcn  9 :131 .

Whilc thcsc rrc nrre coveniu)ts. th( aixcnrnt ()t
'cdcrnpt, n rrr l  p-.r. :  r  l  rr  r . :or. r ' rr .  r  l  rc l |  .c lrc5rr r.
r id 'Abnhrn. .rni l  i t  is hert th.rt  thr nr.r in irrrrgt

t l tcror oi the c()\crrrnt becomc t l Inr lv esr.rbl ished
liht rt  t l t  oLusct. in th. stor\ () i  rhc i .r l l  () i .{bf.r
bo, the mot obrrous rhctoric.r l  p.rrcrn is rhc i i rn
gr8c oi conrnr.rnd .rnd pronisc: "(;(J ir() |n \(nrr
aqlntry Md )our kin(lrcd ind roLrr f.rt hcr's housc to
&hnd that I  r i l l  s lrorv vou. And I \ \  i l l  Inrkc of\ {)Lr
I gat nation. ,ur( l  I  $i l l  bless,,orr.  . IrJ |r ,rkc \1)ur
&c great. v) Ih.rr rou \\ i l ]  bc .r l r l tssr g iGrn
l2: l-2 R-S| t .  Tht orlnr.rnd implic\ .r ,r  (  )hl ig.rtx)rr ()t
ddicncc on the hrrnr;rn prrn in t lrr  c(^crr.rnt.  Thr

troniscis esscnti .r l l r  one ol 'blessing. s hieh crtcntls

rrporr rhc hurr.rn rcci|icnt. Tn th.rt scnse lt ts il
. (^cni l l l r  ( t  gf i l .c . . rs secn cspccj i r lh, i r r  lhe c isc of
.J. reob.  lho rccr i r ts  thc colcnanr p lonr isc.r t  Bethel
I t l i r rc  hc hrs c lonc .urrrhurq medt(ni (nrs rhr t  r r r ieht
dcserre his r tceipt  ( ,1 i r  L( i tn 28:1.3 l5t .  Sinr i l r rh in
lhc ntLr.rl ".uftinrl. ol tltt cortn.rnt lttricrn (irxl

.u l l  Al , r  rhrm. , \br . r lunr s lccpsr, rnLl  ( i ,x l  . rkrnc,  in thc
Iirlnr of ;r srrokinq lrrt .rnti il.rnring tr)fch, prsses
hcnleen thc lninr.rl ..rf(-.rsscs, svnllnrii( {)l lhc lict
rh.r  the c() \ 'cr l in(  l )ekrrgs ()  God rL)rrc ( ( ;er)  I5:7-
2l t .  I -hrrr  is  a scnsc t rxr  in rvhich Grr l  h inrsel f is  dre
chi t t  b lcrs inc c()r r lencJ bv rhc colcn.rnt . . r \  h intcd i r t
s l rcrr  ( i r  tc l ls  . \ t ' r . rh.ur  " l  . r r r  , .orrr '  *shic l t l ,  r 'our
rcrr  sre.r t  r t r :ud 1( ;cn l5: l  . \ - l \ ' ) .

l l tc  inagrr t  o l  p l rnr ise rnr l  rcsrrr l  rs  notelor
th\  l i r f  i ts  c\ t f i ly i rq inr  rD, lqni tudc or-  * . rbund.r lce.

I  hc t lcsccndants p lorrr ised n)  Abr i lh i lnr . l fc  v i l r iously
er inrp.rr r t l  ro rhc r lLrsr  ( ) t  rhc c i r r th ( ( ;cn l . l :16),  rhe
*! t . r r \  i r r  thc hr . r \  crr \  I  ( ; r r r  I  5:5 I  : lnd (hc \ . rnd on the
sc.rs l rorc iGrn l l :17r.  ( i rx l  prorr iscs ro nr . rkc of
. \hr . rh.rnr  " . r  qr t i t  nru{ ' r r "  L( lcn l2:2) . . rn( l  t l ( rn rhc
c() \crr . rnt  l inc . \ l l  lhc r \ . l t i (x ls  of thr  e i r rh"  shi l l  bc
bIssrr l  (Gcn 22:  l8 ) .  l  hc \ . rore nr igrr i tu( lc  is  pfesci t
\ \ 'herr  t  hc colcnrr l  pfonr isc is  er t rnclcc l  to Is . rac (( icD

. la) : .1 t  . rnd l rc() t )  ( ( ; rn 28: l+) .
_ l 'he 

Exodus.  Inrport . rnr  t lcr t l rpnrcnt \  ( )ccur as
\ \  (  scc thc co\  cn. l | r t  cr lcndt t l  in  rht  renrr in ing t i rur
1){ ! )k\  { ) l  lhe | ( r r t . l lcLrch I  hc pr inr :u|  ch.rnqc is  that
t i r c . ( ^ c n l n t  i s  r r )  l l ) r r g ( r  e s t . r l t i s h c d  \ i t h . r  s r r i c s o f

1 ' . r t  n . r r .  l r , . r r r . '  t L ,  r l  t . r l r r l r r , l . r r t  u  r t  l r  . r r r  .  r r t  r r ' c  l , r t  r o n .
I  hc inraqcr l  th. r t  . r l iscs i r r  rcn$vrr ls  of t l t r . r ) \ 'euint
i .  no Lrneer indi l i i l r r . r | \ t ic  bLrt  n.r t ion.r l .  r \  r l r r  nr t i (xr
o l  lsr ' . rc l  bcconrrs . r  pcr4r lc  holv n)  thr  L()Rl) \ ' ( )ur
( i ( \1. '  r  pe()plc thc Lonl  h.rs chrxrn t ( ,  br  . r  pc()p lc
l i ) f  h is ( ) \vn p()ssc\ \ r ( ) r r ,  oLrt  o1-r l l  t l r t  perplcs thr t  arc
(nr  rhc f icc of th(  L.ur l r  ( l )eut  l4:2 I l .S\ ' ) .

r \  r r r \ \ ' imlec crr tcr \  \ 'hcn ( iod coueh,:s h js cove-
n. l | r t  i r r  t r rn ls 1) f thc su, ,ef . r intv f rc i r ics ( ,1- lhe . lnc ienr
N(.r  f . . r \ t .  Hi t t i t r  nr ic f \  lo f  suzer.r ins)  l r i ( l  c l . r inr  to
rhc l ( )v. r ln ( ) f their  \ . r \ \ . r l \  in  l i ) rn l . r l  c{nr l r . r . ts  \ \Jrosc
ir ! . r td i tn* inc lu, lc , l  i  I  I  i t lcnt i i lcr t i (nr  o l  thc sLrzerr in
i n  t c l n r s  c l o k i n q . r r r c  . r n i l  l c r r ,  ( 2 ) r  I t j \ t ( ) r j . i l  p r l )
krgrrc in lh ich v.rss.r ls  wcrc rcmint lcd of  thc k i rg 's
. r . ls  ( ) l  l )cnet i t  1()  thcrrr  . rnt l  (3 )  obl ig. r t iorrs ot  Vrssats
tr i  t l r t i r  kr Ic l ,  inc l r r t l ins conrnr. lnt ls , . r . l r in1 t ( )  i rLrs()
lLr t t  lor .L l tv  { l long s i rh . r  f rnunci .u i ( ) l  ( } l  r l l  other

f ( ) l i t i ( r l  l ( ) \ r l t i rs l . rnr l  . r  srr r r : r rent  ( ) l  h les\ ing\  lnd
(r . r f \$ thr l  r r i l l  rcsLr l t  i ronr obedicncc or  d isobedi-
rdcL l ( )  drc t rc in.  l l ( ) rh rhc l )ecelo{uc.rr rd rhc book
, r t  l  ) ,  l t ,  r , l i ' t  r \  1 " . ' r '  r ' . *  r l l ' l , r r r ,  c  r , ,  r l r r ' , , , n r r ' . r c
tu.r l  r rcr f r  not i l .  r l i th thc inrpl icr t ior  ih. r t  t l r rv  arc
rrot  so nrLtch l . t t t  . ts  t l r r r  .uc c(^enint .  ( ; ( ) r l 's  c{ \ 'c

. ' r r r  r ' r t l r  r  .  l  r  r  r  .  l  r  .  .  r  l  ,  .  r  r  r  .  l  ' u . ,  r l r .  n r r . r r  r . , ! (  r J
csstrr t i . r lh a t re.r t r  ( ; ( ) ( l  thc gret t  k ing cnrcfs rnr()  a
r c J . r t i o n s h i p  \ \ i t h  h r \  \ c r \ i n t  p c ( ) p l c .  I r  r s  r h u s  a
pol i r ic . r l  * legai  nrc l . r Ihr)r  ( ) l  Ciod's fc l ; r t ionship l i rh
I t is  pcr4r le.  This . (^cn. l t r t  is  not  rn rgrccnrrnr  be
t r , .  '  r r , ,  . r l r r . r l  I . u l ( \  Q r r i t ,  l l r (  \ i ' t r t r . f ! .  r r  r \  I
fc l . r i (n\h ip in i t i r t rd l , \  . r  l r lc l  or  sLrzcr . r in r r i th h is
\ . t \s , r l .  I  l lc . (^rn.rn l  nr . rkes ccr te in rcquir t r r rcnts ]nd
s t r p L r l , r r c s  b o r h  b l t s s i n q \ . r n , l  c u r s e s  f i n  t h L . ( ^ c n r n t

of thrngs,  inc lLrding hrr i ,  t lcscc rr t l . r r r ts  . rncl

Presencc rnil prorection of (irxl As Abr.rh.rnr
athird mrt i f  is.rddr:t l  ro conrru,rni l  .rnd pronr

in t tu ibnn ol rts.rrd. This nr()r i l  hcgin\ \ \1th
l l  i ,  t t  hcr t  r .  t l  * r  crr  r r i ls  1 l ' r ' . r l r  rnr  h , r  hs

b\  rcn(\ \ inq . rncl  c \ rendinr  thc c() \cntnt .
i i  thr  hook {) t  Gencsis thc f ( r r . \ \ ' i l l  o f thc

in thr f i rul of comntrtr(1. p()n)isc irnd

Punctur ics thc.rc0(rn.
A! impoftmt rsFe I (ri thc .o\l: r t irr (irnc\i\.1nd

it is .ur .t{rcrrncnt henr ccn uneqrr,rls. Grxl is
Drrcign txinq sho inir i ;r tcs th( r(^(nrnt, \h()

is<tntlinortr to ptrpJe rnd rr lxr r-L rr rrils dtt
rccipients ol thc corcnant \\irh l)rlrnisc ilrd

tinrir \\c huf thc Lontr.t.tu.tl l.rrrgu.rgc ()f

ixi[(nte[ the Jctiol. \ta \rnsc .rt r nlcc thilt
ingr , r r r t  i r . r  n rnstrnderrr ,  'nc i  r i  'nrr !  n,  ( r r t l t

thrlllrc cr^ en.nrt is :(nn(rh|''tt t rt t011 d
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CO\,'ENANT

parties, depending on their farthfulness to the terms
of the covenant. Thus in the Siniatic covenant of
Exodus 19-20, we find God in thc place of the
suzerain and lsraelas his vassal. Much ofExodus and
Deutcronomy is commentary and exposition ofthe
covenant initiated at {Sinai.

Another new development in th€ imagery ofthe
covenant is that it is linked even more explicidy with
achoice between obedience and disobedience, bless
ing and curse. The rhetoric is now one of a great
eithcr-or that rcquires a nation to choose or reject
God. The classic tcxt is Deuteronomy ll:26-32,
where Moses scts before the peoplc'a *blessing and
a *curse: the blessing, if you obey the command-
ments ofthe I-ono your God . . . and the curse, ifyou
do not obey" (RSV). Ncar the end ofhis farewell
discourse Moses uses the same rhetoric, putting'life
and good, death rnd evil" befi:re the nation (Deut
30:15-20). Deuteronomv 28-30 is an extended
elaboration of the theme.

The extnvagance ofthe imagery ofblessing is still
present, but it is given a larger scope that can appro
priately be called national, in contrast to the more
Amilial promises to the pariarchs. Thus Moses pains
a picture ofnational prosperity in the Prornised *I-and

when he oudincs the resuls of obedience to the
commands of God: God "will give the rain for your
land in is scason and grass in your fields for your catde,
and you shall eat and be full" (Deut 1l:14-15 RSV).

The Prophets. The state of the covenrnr is a
dominant theme in OT prophecy. where a major
image pattern revolves around the faithlessness ofthe
chosen nation and its failure to live up to its covenant
obligations. Isaiah 24:5 contains this list of parallel
actions: "they have transgressed the laws,violated the
statutcs, brokeo the everlasting covenant. " The cove-
nant is variously portrayed as having been "broken"
(Jer l l :10; cl  Ezek 17:15-19), 'abandoned" (fer
22:9 NRSV), 'transgressed" (fer 34:18), not re-
membered (Amos l:9), "corrupted" (Mal 2:8) and
profaned (Mal 2:10).

Yet among the frve dozen direct references to the
covenant in the OT prophetic books are numerous
referenccs to God's faithfulness to his covenant. Six
times God promiscs to establish an "everlasting
covenant" with his people (Is 55:3; 61:8; Jer 32:40;
50:5r Ezek 1,6'.20.37:26\. God holds fast to his
covenant (Is 56:4) and keeps it (Dan 9:4). One
could say that in many ways the OT is the story of
God's continuing fidelity to his covenant in the face
ofhis pcople's infidelity- One ofthe most powerful
images of this is found in the Hosea l-3, where the
prophet takcs the prostitute Gomer fcr a wife as a
parabolic representation ofGod's faithfulncss to his
people. In rhis passage we find a picturc ofGod's
fidelity to a peoplc who have broken laith and
therefore have no claim on him.

The Davidic Covenant. The covenant that God
establishes with *David (2 Sam 7:9-16) is carricd over
ftom the OT to the NT. In this covenant God promises
a *kingdom to David's line that "shall be cstablished
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fcr cver." This is ultimately a messiaric
what God will do for the human race n thc
tive work ofChrist. Subsequendy, in the
arc introduced to God's plan to makc I
covcnant with his people (see esp. jer

Ezek 34:25-32). This new covenant will h
directlv uoon the *heart. since the h€artJ of
God's people will be replaccd by heerts of
Heb 8 ). Thus a living and beating heart is an
image to the concept of new covenant,

The New Covenant. The covenant i!
oervrsive and exolicit in the NT as it is in
though it rcmains an implied theological
in which the person and work of Christ arc
stood as completing and fulfilling the OT
Two-thirds of the NT uscs of the word
appear in the episde to the Hebrews. The
image patterns there ideoti$, thc NT
"new"  (Heb  8 :8 ,  l 3 ;  l 2 :24 ;9 :15 )  and
(Hel> 7:22;8:6). In terms of the
ment ofHebrews, the new covenantis
it is final, permanentand once-for-dl,as
sccurcd and mediated by {Christ instead
man priests and the sacrificcs they
imagery surrounding the covenant in
thus strongly tied to sacrifice.

Other NT passages reinforce the moti6
their definitive expression in Hcbrews.
the covenant is declared to be 'new" (Lk
ll:25; 2 Cor 3:6). As in Hebrews, the
associated with *blood (Mt 26:28; M-k
22:20; I Cor ll:25). By implication the OT
the covenant, *circumcision, gives way to
as the sign ofthe new cov€nant (l Cor I l:25),

See also Alnanau; CrRcuMcrsroN; DA\4D;
l,Aw; MosEs; SrNAr.

BrBLr()cRApHy. D. Hlllers, Awnant: Tht
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sity Press, 1969); M. G. Kline, Teaty of tb
Kizy (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1963).

covE& CO!'BRING
The fundamental idea of covering is tiat of
ment, either physically or metaphorically.
covered is separated from and rendered
unacceptable to potential viewers.

The biblical account offers a detailed
ofthe covcrinss made ficr various items and
ments associated with the *tabernacle and thc
ple (Ex 37:9; 40r3, 19-21,28,33l' lrv
hidrng ofthese items siglrfied the people'r
to manipulate God. Viewing an object or
gives one the opportunity to study, evaluatc,
or control. The covedng ofthe place of
encc and the holv obiecrs associated with it
aged thc people fiom thinling of God ar
comprehended and managed.

The imagc of concealment also relatcs
removal of grounds for offense. In some
God's outrage over an unjustkillingis
blood ofthe slain lying exposed on the


