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Hollerich

he understood it, and a review ol thc critical reception ol his work

fellow Catholics.
scholarship is massive contentious' and unabating (see Mehring

199i; Seubert 2002) Relerence will be made only to sources

presentation.

Case of a Christian EPimetheus"?

(1888-1985) was born into a strongly Catholic family in Plctterl-

estphalia. His modest origins and his religious identity pcrhaps con-
'to his ambition and also to a certain incorrigible insecurity Traincd in

s, he rose rapidly lrom academic obscurity lo an appointment at tne

Friedrich-Wilheim lJniversity in Berlin in 1913, a position which he

World War II because of his complicity with thc 'fhird Reich His

was assisted by a prolific outpouring ol books and articles on

constitutional and political theory, and broader cultural topics'

against the backdrop of the Weimar Republic and its fluctual-ing for-

nitt's writings reflect his skepticism about the reigning neo-Kantian

of law and-about legal positivism, his concern for the viability-and

of Weimar democrucy and a fascination with dictatorship' and his



hostility to liberalism of all kinds, political, philosophical, economic, and re[-
gious. His brilliant style, breadth of interests, and responsiveness to currenr
events won him a reputation well beyond the university world. Catholics hailJ
him as a promising apologist, though some came to doubt his political and reli
gious loyalties when the Weimar Republic slid into its final crisis and gave wqy
to National Socialism.

Scholars disagree about Schmitt's involvement in the death of democracy. His
two biographers, Joseph Bendersky and Paul Noack, have treated him rathei
deferentially (Bendersky 1983; Noack 1993), whereas Andreas Koenen's ps,
FaII Carl Schmitt makes a perhaps excessive case for the prosecution (Koene[
1995; see Seubert 2002: IIa). Schmitt certainly had serious doubts about
parliamentary democracy and the system of party politics. He strongly suD.
ported the use of Article 48 of the Weimar constitution, which authorized
direct presidential rule in emergencies. By the end of the 1920s he had become
an admirer of Mussolini and Italian fascism, an affinity that Piet Tommissen
has suggested originated in Schmitt's horror at the revolutionary outbreaks
in Germany after World War I (Ouaritsch 1988: 91-2). On the other hand,
he defended constitutional government, albeit in a presidential and authoritar-
ian form, until the bitter end. He publicly opposed the National Socialists as a
lethal threat to the constitution and to sound government. In the fall of 1932
Schmitt was made the Reich government's chief advocate before the Supremc
Court to defend the Reich's assumption of direct rule in Prussia, which som6
regarded as a prelude to dictatorship. He also became an advisor to the ambl-
tious defense minister General Kurt von Schleicher, whose brief tenure as chan
cellor (December 1932 to january 1933) marked the zenith of Schmitt's
influence in public affairs. In January 1933 the chairman of the Catholic Center
Party, Prelate Ludwig Kaas, publicly accused him of plotting a Schleicher dicta-
torship, which reflects the suspicion in which he was now held in the camp of
political Catholicism. According to Ernst Huber, then Schmitt's student assie
tant, that suspicion was not groundless (Huber 1988:40-50; Lonne 1994:
26-7 \.

Hitler's chancellorship and the accelerating National Socialist revolution io
the spring of 1933 forced Schmitt to reconsider his anti-Nazi views. Perhapg
feeling that he needed to prove his loyalty to the new regime, he surprised manl
of his friends by joining the party on May 1, 1933. His anxieties were intensl'
fied a year later on the "Night of the Long Knives," fune 30, 1934, when Hitler
authorized the murder of more than a hundred party members. Among tnc
victims were also prominent non-Nazi conservatives such as Schmitt's forrner
patron, General Schleicher. From 1933 through 1936 Schmitt held a nunrber
of Nazi-approved administrative and editorial appointments, in addition to hF
university position. During this period he published a series of legal studies thal
defendedand legitimated ihe reiime, including detenses ol the l9-ii- purge and-
the 1935 Nuremberg racial laws. Such work has stigmatized him ever since
the "crown iurist" of the Third Reich. During this period his writing and his
fessional activities also reveal a blatant antisemitism. His defenders have least his services to the Third Reich.
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the biological racism of the Nazis, and that his antisemitism
to protect himself against his enemies in the party (Bendersky

). This position has become much less tenable since the posthu-
of his diary. Others see his anti-fewish cultural and religious

"Schmitt's anti-Semitism was standard equipment
classes in Weimar, as we see indicated even in one of the few

such as Thomas Mann" (Lauermann 1994: 312). Be that
war did nothing to diminish those prejudices (Meier 1991: 8-9;

see also Gross 2000).
and academic rivals eventually brought Schmitt down. They were
efforts of his disillusioned prot€g6 Waldemar Curian, a promi-

writer who was forced to flee to Switzerland because of his anti-
Jewish ancestry. Through a newsletter smuggled into Germany,

relentlessly to "out" Schmitt as a pseudo-Nazi and cynical
held power (Hiirten 1972: 12-14,719-20, 127-8). In

an SS newspaper intimidated Schmitt into resigning most of his
his university position. From l9 3 7 to the end of the war he kept
turned his scholarly attention to international law. Even then,

espoused positions consistent with Hitler's expansion-
war he was arrested and spent a year and a half in an American
until his release in April 1947. Though he escaped criminal con-
opprobrium clung to Schmitt for the rest of his long life. In the

, he inscribed this verdict in his diarv: "It is the bad, unworthv
case of a Christian Epimetheus" (Schmitt 1950: l2 ): a puzzling

it comes closer to a confession than anything Schmitt pub-
(Meier 1998: 132-4). The mythical Epimetheus (meaning

brother of Prometheus and husband of Pandora, was guilty of
fear: frightened by what Zeus had done to his brother, he ignored

advice to take no gifts from Zeus and accepted the woman Pandora
of course, let loose the ills that Prometheus had confined to a
rather underplays Epimetheus' personal responsibility; how did
as a Christian story?
forbidden to teach, Schmitt retreated into internal exile in Plet-
he called his "san Casciano." after the nlace of Machiavelli's

at the hands of the Medici - another telline self-dramatization,
has noted ( 199 t: 2-3). There he eventually resumed writing

.hosted visitors who sought him out for scholarly counsel and dis-
the predictable conservatives, from the late 1960s the political

trp as well - some leftists, most famously Walter Benjamin, had
things to admire in Schmitt. Alexander Koidve told lacob Taubes

was the only person in Germany worth talking to (Taubes 1987:
s death in 1985, interest in him has grown rapidly. Today

him as one of the most original voices in modern German intel-
even though every aspect of his work continues to be contested



I  l ( l  \ , u (  H , \ l . l  r o t . t . l  R I a t r -_r
A Polit ical Theokrgian?

'l ' l t( ( l i tn ( 0l intry(tatiotr

( ' i r r l  S(hr ) ) i t t  l i cc lucn l l v  c i t ' r r i c r l  be ing  r r  thco lug i i l l r  i l t  i r l l  {Sc l r11 l i  1950 i  Sq.
I 9 7 0 :  l l ) ) . B c i . g a l r r ' t h t , . l r e i a r r e . t i r i l c c l  r i s k s  h e  p r c f e r r c c l  t . r r r r r i c l  t l g l { l :  l r i l
. .  l : \ \ ' i r c l i c r  199+ i r :  l i J6 - t ) -2 ) .  S tho l r r rsh ip  l rx rh  h i r 'a t  h is ' r , , rc l .  re i rc l ing  l r i r l
p r i rnar i l ' i l s  i l  l ega l  scho la r  i r . t l  i r  p . l i t i r ' i r l  thc . r i s t .  l i ' e r r  r r . r ' r r r r rch . l  lhc  i r t t cn-
t io r r  c lc r r r l cd  lo  l t i rn  t  on tes  l io rn  i r  sccu l i r r i s t  l c l i  un i r r te res l t ,d  in  h is  re l ig io1r5  1  1111r_
rn i l rnL ' r1 ts  (N, lc ( i r rn . r  i c l i  I  t )97 :  I la la l< r ishnan lO(X) ) .

' Ihe  
rc l ig ioL ls  d i tn t ' t t s io t t  o l  Schnr i l t  s  rvor l i  r l i c l  no t  a t t r i l c l  u l l cn t io t r  L , , t i i l  i l l i c r

h is  de t r t l t  in  1985.  I r i rs l .  Schnt i l l ' s  ( ; / r )ss ( i ' , r , r .  i i  pos lu . i r r  d ia r \ ,o l  'o les  i rnd
rc l l i : c l i ' r rs .  appra , . l  i .  199 l .  I r  . , r ' l t r i ' cd  r rbu .d t rn l  c ' i ( t cncc  lha t  l r t ' t i r .L rgh t
r l  I t imseI l  cxp l i t i t l v  i rs  a  ( ' i r lho l i c .  [ .  a r )  c ' t rv  lb r  i \ i r r r , ]  l ,  l c ) . l l i .  l i c  r ' r - , ,1c , .  l , , r r
n lc  the  ( ' i r tho l i c  fa i th  i s  thc  r r l ig i , r , I  r rN  Ia rhc ' rs .  I i r r  ( ' i r lho l i c  r , l  . rh  b r  r .n -
l i ' ss ion  bLr l  a ls .  by  h is to r ic i r lo r ig in ,  i l  I  ln i )v  s i r -v  so ,  b t  ra ( .c ' (L i ruermi r l l r  r ( l ! l+ :
l { )0  n .  l  6 ) .  r \ r r r l  a  n ron th  l i r t c r : ' l  h is  i s  thc  sccre t  h r |$ r r rd  to  ln \ ,  enr i r ( '  rn r '  i r l
a t td  au lhor ia l  l i l l ;  l l r r  s l r r rgg lc  l i r r  t l t c  i rL r r l r r . l I i r ' r r l l t  ( ' i r t l t , r l i c  r l ,u r l r " , , , , ,g .  .
{ \ \ ' i r ckcr  l c l9 - }h :  l l .  sccr rd ,  ( l c r r .an  ( i r th . l i c  sch , l r r rsh ip  be l l r r r r  t .  r . t , t . . r r ' i t i c . r
( 'a r l  Sc l ) t l l i t l ,  r r l te r  t ry ing  l i r r  - lO 1 ,cars  t0  l i r rge i  hc  c r rc r  ex is tc ( I .  ln  l9c )  i  rhc
( ' i t tho l i c , ' \ ca t l r rny  o l  l lhab i rnLrs  \ l i r r - r ru rs  sp . r rsored  i r  svnrpr rs iL r r r  on  h is  (  i r t l r { r l i c
idcn t i l \ ' i u tc l  h is  p lacc  in  ( l t ' r rna l  ( 'a th . l i c isn l  l ) i t s t  i l l td  p rcscn l  ( \ \ , ' ac l i c r  l ( ) ( )+a :
-2SO-9-2 :  199-1b:  L r i r r r r r :  I ( ) ( ) -1 :  \ i ch tne i l i  19( ) f  :  i l - t  t lO :  l )ah lhc i l l c f  i9 ( )Sr .
l  h i rd .  l le i r r r i r ' l t  \ l r i c r ' s  s tL ld ies  o l  Schnr i l t  aD( i  l . c0  S{ r i  rss  ( \ , l c ic r  199 l .  l (1 , ) i ,
l99 l i )  t r rgu t 'd  l l l a l  po l i t i ( i r l  thc . l .g '  r ' r  as  l i r r rdar . r . . ta l  i .  sc l l r l i t l  s  lh i ' l i i r rg
( \ l c ie r  I ( l9 l j :  l7 ) .  \1c ic r ' s  rc r rd i lg  p roposcc l  i r  d t ,ep lv  rc l ig io r rs  S t .h r l i l t ,  r l r i r tn  b1
h is  ( 'h r i s l ian  l i l i th  1 ( )  n ,ag( '  l i l i ' l o r r {  n l r r  ag i l ins t  sc ( .u la r  rcaso l .  un l r t . l i e l  i r rd
I t ih i l i sn r . . \no lh r r  r r l t .  to .k  the  rc l ig ious  l i r r rn t lu t ions  o i  Sc l l l i ns  \ \o t l i  \ r , r . r ,
oLrs l l , r , r ' t r s  jacob ' l ' aubcs .  thor rgh  l t t ' appnrachcd Sr .h rn i t l  l r ( ,D)  a  Ic l t_ \ \ . i l l t  J f1 \  i sh
' i ( 'u l lo i r l  d i l l i ' r tn t  l i .n t  \ l ( . i c r ' s  S t rauss ian is l r .  I i r r  I : tu t res .  r l l t , sc  i l l ( , r ! , : l  i r r
p , l i l i ca l  lheo logv  u ' i rs  insp i rcd  bv  Schr l r i t t ,  lhc  l lobbcs ia r  ( lec is ion is t  r l rc  $o | l l
kn i 'u  ' .1 i rs  rc i r l l r '  an  i rpoc i t l vp l i ( . i s t  o l  lh r  ( i r r rn tc r - l le \1 ) lu t iou  l  laubc \  l ( )s ; :
1 6 t .

' l ' he  
t ra i r r  sor r rccs  l i r r  S( . l ln l i l t ' s  po l i t i i .a l  t l t cok tg l  i r re  i r  sc r ics  o f  s l to r l  1 r r ' i t -

t i scs  \ \ ' r i l l en  { ) \ ' (  r  ha l l  i t  cc r l tu rJ ,  i r r  h is  { r i rde1 l r i r r l i  po l t , r r r i c t r l  an t l  r rp l ro r is l i c  s t \ ' l c .
lA lso  i r l lpor tau t t ,  espcc i t r l lY  i i r r  thosc  l i kc  \ le ic r  n to  ! ro rk  l i -on t  l l te  cor t r .e l , r  , ,1  i t
Sc l tn r i t l i r rn  a r ( i ' L l l r ,  a rc  rhc  r \ r1 )  r r lu r .cs . l  nor ( ' s  i ' r ( l  r -c f l cc l i ,ns  I r . ' r  t l ) f
yeitrs inrnlediatclv alicr \\ ' irrkj \\rar l l . l .r. ( it l ' f jr i trrlf Salrs rrrrcl l lrt, i ibovr'-
nc t t l i i rne t l  ( ; / r , ss r t r i l l l .  )  l \ ' l i t i ru l  I lu ,oh4111:  l i ) l r r  ( ' / , ( l ) l l r \  r ) l  l / t (  ( i ) r? ( . r? ) t  r r i
Sor r r f  i r . / i r1 ,  (1921;  lnd  edr r .  I9 l . l )  an t l  I  r r r r r l r  ( i r lh r r l i c i s r r r  nd  t \ l i t i t t l  I \ , t  1
( l 9 l  l ;  l t t d c d n .  l 9 - 1 5 t r n i r k r a r . o r r r p l c r r r t ' n t a r l  s e l .  l h e  t i r s t  c l i s c l o s c s  t l r e  r . o r r t s
o l  sovcrc ig r r ty  i rs  a  sccr r la r izc 'c l  thco log ic i r l  conc  cp t  i ru t i  devc lops  Schrn i l  t  s  r i t  c  i -
s ion is t  t l reorv  o l  lau :  Sovr . rc ign  is  he  nho dcc ic les  on  the  cxccpt ion  lsch l  i l t
19S i :  5 )  l ' he  seconc l  l ) rescn ls  thc  I lo r r r i r r r  C i r (ho l i c  ( .hurc l t  as  i r  , \ ,1ar  l t /o r . r r r ,  i r

. . - L n f a u l h O r i t v i t t i r t l t - t t l s t c a c l l s t l c i a l r , r o r l t l ' . f / r r , ( i r t I l . t 1 r l o | t l n , P o l i t i L l }
bqq i : ! i . t ; ; .  ig i : ,  ; r . l  

" . tn  
l c l l J l  pc rh i rps  Sch rn i t t  s  r los t  in l lucn  l ia l  u 'o r l i '

(192?:  i l : ; i ; ; i ; t r l  by  rhc  l i . ieDr l  . cDcr r lY  d is r inc t ioD.  f / r f  l . . r i ( l l I ru r  j t t  t / r r '  S l r t t r '

de f fneS 
t t t ' r v " ' - -  -  

l l rb lcs  l lg lS)  i s  S( , l t rn i l l  s  fu l l cs t  i l ss ( .ss l r rc r r t  0 l  i r  p t l l i l i ca l

t*',ry1; -l+*1,'j:r j;\ ilii,iliilr;r;tillriiili ;itr;iirirlr
fif".{li" i l"' r","1,, is ir h,'stilc rcspotlsc t(r his latc li icrrd llril i I 'ctcrson s l() l;
(chmI l  s  ' ' " " ' ' ' - - - -  '  .  , i t is i1r r ,s  I ' r r ,h i l r r r .  I 'c tersou had ct tdcd I t is  bt 'o l r

, . , ^h  I  t , r , ' i ) , / r r  lS l l l l l \  i l r \  l I r
r nonog rdPr r  

' ' ' , - - ' - ,  
, . . . , ' ' - ' ' , . ' '  r t . , , r  \ i c c r t e  l r i t r i l i l r i t l l l i s t l l  l t t t t l  i \ t t g t t s t i l t i i t t t  c s t  l r a

with the swecprns . ' : :1. : l : : :1. : l , i l ;  
L 1, ' . " , , t ,  . , , i r t ,  eYcrV p. l i r icaL r t reokrgr "$ir ich

.^r^ov had mitde i l  I  u l  I  ( l  i  I  I  I  I  c  r  I  {  '  '

Xf f ]g ; ' ; ;  i ; ; ' t l i i r r r  pTr r ' l i r tu ( r r ro ) r  l i ) r  l l t c  l . s t i l i c i r l io .  . i  a  p . l i l i<  i t l  s i t r r i r l i o r r

i J , " . r " "  t , t  t '  I  ( r+ - ;  I  i r  t l res i r  Sc l l rn i t t  bc l i c lcd  r r  as  t l i rec t l v  sq t ra r t l v  a t  l r i rn

Polit ical thcolo !! | ( ls' lr l l l  rrrl ( l ir l l /r rr)s l i( I I )()1

Schmi t t  ca l l cd  h is  po l i t i c i l l  l l l co log l  i rs t tc io logr  o l  iL t t - i s t i c  c ( ) l r ( t 'p1s  i r  d ( \ ' r rp

t ion  whose Weber i i t t l  r cso t la l l ( -L '  \ \ ' as  ln ta l l l  1o  s l f l ' ss  i l s  l l t t t ch  s . l lo la rh '  i t l t c l

impartial charactcr'

A l l  s i gn i l i c i l l l l  co l r acp l s  ( ) l  t l t e  I t t r t t l e t l l  l l r ' L ) l \  t ) l  l l l r \ l i l f  i r r ' '  s t t L r l r r r i z cL l  l l l t r r l t l g -

i ca l c i ncep l s t t o l o t l l l ' b cc i r t t s co l  t hc i r  l l i s l ( r r i (  i l l ( l e \ r ' l op r l l c r r t  i  r  l  r r  l  l  i  '  l  r  t  l  r  '  r  u '  t l

t r ans fe r re r l  f r t l r n  l l l c t r l og t  1 ( i  l l l L  l l r ' ( ) l \  r ) l  l l r c  s t i l l c  u l l c l cb r  l r r r - c \ i l l r r I l '  l l l (

omn ipo t cn l  ( i od  i r cc i l n r c  l l l e  o l l l l l i l ) 01 ' l l l  l i r ug i vc r  l ' L r t  l r l s ( l  bcc l r r r : t  t r l  t l l c i r  s t s_

tema t i c  s t r uc l l l r c  l l l c  r ' c c , ' gn r t l " r l  o l  \ 1 l r i (  h  i \  r l ' t  c \ \ i l t - \ '  l i r r  l r  : o r ' i o l r r g i r ' i r l  L  o t r s i L l

e ra t i on  o f  l hesc  ro r r cep l \ .  lSc l l n r i l l  1  ' ) s ; r  l { r

Such  a  soc i t l l og l ' \ \ ' a s  t l o l  1 ( J  [ ) e  t l l ] ( l f r s l oo ( l  i t s  i t  l i r r l t t  t l l  i d t ' r r l t l g r  ( r i l i q t l ( ' 1 ( )

unmask  re l i g i o t r s  i r r t c l  l l t t t l l t l g i c i r l  co l l s l r t l c l s  as  s t l bs f r v i c l l l  l o  i l l l ( l  ( l c f i l i l t l v i

f r o m  l e g a l  a n , l  p o l i t l c a l  t , t r c s t ' , t r ' , , 1  \ ( , ( l . r l  i r l r ( l  r L \ ) l l L r r l l l (  r ' r t e s  t i l l l t r l  l h (  c o l l -

nec t i 0n  be tu lec l t  t t t c ' t \ \ r t  s l t h t ' r cs  uJ i t s  ( o l l s i s t en l  i t t r t l  t - i t t l i c ; t l  l l r r l  I t o t  d i t Lc l l t

causa l '  A  
' sp i r i t u i r l  ph i l osop l l r  o l  l l i s l L r r r  t t i t s  I t o  l t ' s s  p l i t L r s i b l t  l l l i t r l  t r  n r i r l ( r i -

" t i t t  " " " . ' r r t , , r ' i t r ' i f t . i  
, t i , , " r " " , t r f ,  c t ' t r l L t r r l  t t c i t l t c t  l h ( ' i l t r l l l o r s  o l  t l r c  po l i t i c i r l

t t t "o tugr ' , r i  i i t .  i i " . t , , r , , , i , , , ' :  i l t r t t t r  l ) ' r r rosr '  (  r ) r t ( ' \ '  l o \ ( ' l )h  d t '  \ l r r i s l r t  l ' o t t i s  dc

Bona ld l  nor  the i r  rcyo i l l i l r r r i r r - \ '  n i r l c r i t r l i s l  opP( ) l rc l l l s  io t t l t l  p ro r t '  l i l e i r  (  i r scs

(Schmi t t  l9 l3 ; :  - l l t  \o r  ( l i ( l  Sc l r rn i t t  s  soc io log \ ' (J i  iL r r i \ t i t  ( (J t rec l l l s  s te l i  i r  (o r -

re la t ion  Uenr l " "n  i ,1 " " r , , , , , i  , f t "  po in l  o l  v i t  t l  r l r l t l  i r c t i l i l i t ' s  o l  i t  p ; t r l i t  t t la t ' s r tc i t t l
chss  or  p ro l i ' ss io r r i r l  g ro r tp .  ( ' , r t t sc io t ts t tcss  uas  I l t l t  r l ' t l t t c ib l t  l l )  i l  s (x i i l l  (on

shuc t ion ,  n , r r  cou l  l  t  l i '  r  
" l r r t  

s " r , t  a i i ,  r t l  o l  soc  i i t l  r t  i t l i l l  i t l  t r l r t t  t r t  rc t l t t c tc l  lo  r t l i

E ious  or  pe taphr ,s ica l  t rssunrp l io r ls .  \ \ rh i r t  he  so t tgh l  uas  s i r l lph ' lhc  r i l ( l i c i r l

coftelation betu'JcD thc t\\1) iD ir g,i|erl ( ' l locll 
' l i) 

t i t l ic att cranlple i i-otrr thc ('p()cll

uUout  *n i .n  .s . i r " ru ,  i r 'n , r . t t  c i , r . ' t l  , t l , r s t .  l l r c  e i t r l v  t t lo tk ' t  t t  Pcr iod  i l  uo t t l c l  bc

fa lse i f  we\ t r ' {  t t , { l r sL l t l t '  l l t , .  i rbso l t t te  n lo t ta rc l t l  o l  l l l c  sc lcn tcc l l th  ce l l lL l rv

ns the  rea l l v  , "u l  , , t  ruh ia l ,  the  ( ' i l f t cs i i ln  co l l (cp1  t ) l  ( lod  \ \ ' i l s  l l r c rc l l ' i l  r c i l c (1 io l l

(  AR l .  sc t l r t t ' f l  l  l  l
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l l l l i s i rso t io logy0f thcco l rccPto l  s r )vc re ign ty  u ' l lL l l l  ( l te  l l i s t ( ) r i ca l  po l i t i ca l  s l i l tus
ol l l)c nr{)rirrchy of th l cp{)ch is sh()\,vn tr) corresp{)rl( l l() l l tc gcncralstatc ol c{)l l-
s(iousdess l l) irt 14,as characleristic ()l !tcstcrn l luropcirtls i l1 l l l i l l  l imc, i lnd !\ ' lr(,I
lhc iurisl ic ror)struction ol ir lr isl(r ' icirl polit ici)l realit) 'catt l ind a coltccpl r,\ lrosc
str_Llcl rrrr i\ ir) irccord u i lh 1h( strlrcl ttrc ol rre'taphvsi( i l l  collccpts. \ lonilrcll l  l  l l  u\
bcconrts as scll c\ider11 lo thc f{)rlsai(lt lsness of that fcliod its dcntocract dor'.. 111
l l i r l f r -cpoch. . . I ' he  rne l i r l ) l l \ s ic i r l  i r r ragc  tha(  a  dd i l l i l e  r ' f r ) (  h  l l r rgcs  o f  lhe  r t r r r  1
I ras  l l r f  s r r r rc  s t rL lc tu re  as  i r  I i r r r  o l  i t spo l i l i ca l  o rga t l iT i l l i o l r .  ( l9S 5 l+61

I\i i l iL nl t lu,olog11 otxl lt l l i I irnuliotl

l3tlt S( hnrilt s correspondcn(cs servcd purposes bcvottd tl lc ltercly dittgttosll l

S i r r tc  thc  cor rc la t ions  u 'e re  I lL l tua l l l ' r r i l t [o rc ing .  t l t r :  dcc l i r l c  o l  one t ] le i r r t l  thc
i n c \ i l i r b l e \ \ ' c i r k c n i n g o f t h e o l l t c r . . \ t t c l i t r S c l t t n i t l s c o n s t r t l c t i o l l  0 f h i s t r r r r  t h i l l

i s  u l l i l l  l r i r s  l r i rppcncc l ,  as  rc l iE io t ts  conc tp t io r ls  o l  t l l e  u1) r ld  gave \ f i l ) ' to  I l t i l o -
sop l l i f i r l  iu )d  n rc tap l l ys ica l  c ( )nccp l io r ls ,  and the t  i l l  l t l r t l  to  thc  i l l s l r t r r l l t ' n l11 l

ra l ion i r l i l v  o l  lechn ica l  r ( ' i r son ,  l l l i t l her l i l t i cs ,  i r t l ( l  t l l l l  l l a t t l ra l  sc ic l l ( r ' s .  |0 r

Sc l ln ) i l l  i l  $ , i rs  ax io rna t ic  th t r t  lhc  po l i l i cu l  o rc lc r  t t t r t ' t l ( ' c l  I cg i t i lna t ion :  \o  po l i t -

i c i l l  svs lc rn  f i rn  surv ive  c \ ' ( ' t t  i r  gc t tc r i l t io r t  n r i l i l  t l l t l y  t l l c  t ta l i cd  tec l t t t i l l l t cs  o [

holtl irtg lxrrvcr. 
' l i t  

l l tr loli l i i t l  h' lrrrt4s l ltc idt'rt, l tttttttsr' l / l( 'rr ir- rl() l7(ti l i( r- \\ ' i l /rrrrrl

du l l ,o r i I I l  d , to  ou  lh r r l i l r /  \ r ' l l / r r ) l / l  r l l l  l t i  r r rs  r r l  l r c i i r ' l  (  I  996c :  I  7 .  cn lphas is  r r ' { ' l t ' t l t
' ' lS l iDcr  ( ' ( )1n te  \1e  h i l \ ' c  h i ld  n r i r l \ '  r l c \ \ '  cxper ic t r t t ' s  l l l i l l  i l l l i ' c t  t l l c  i l l c r i rL l jL  i r l t le

n e e d  l i r r  l c g i t i r t a t i o r t  o l  e r c r I  l t r t t n a t r  b e i l t ! l  l l 9 7 o :  l o l t t ) .
' l  hc  p i l i r ing  o l  Rot t ra t l  ( i r l / to / i r i s t t t  a r l r l  I ' L r l i t i r ' r r /  l i r f r r l  u ' i l h  I ) t r l l t i r ' r r1  i l r r , ' 1 , ' t t l t

r c l l cc lcd  l t i s  co t tv ic t io r t  th i r l  l l t c  po l i t i ca l  a r ld  the  t -c l ig io t l s  s l ) l rc rcs  h i l ( l  i r  l l r r i { lu0

t r l l i n i t v .  
' l ' h is  a l l in i t l  u 'as  g r r tuu i l c t l  i t t  the i r  c t t t t t t t to r t  cx l l rcss io t t  as  l t r r \ '  i ' hc

sc ic r r tc  o l  lh t  lau ' i t r  I i t t r t tp i '  l v r ts  t t c t t ta l l y  desccr tc le ( l  l ro t I l  (a t lo l l  i i l u '1 ) l l  i t s
' ' n t i r l c r r r r l  s i d c ,  t h o u g h  t l t e  c l t i l t l  c r t ' r t l u i t l l l ' h a d l o l t i r v t ' i l s l l l o t h c r ( I 9 ; { l : 6 9 1
. \  po l i t i c i r l t l t co log l 'uas  gcr t t i t t t l v  t ) (Jss ib le  p i l r t l \  [ r t t t t t t se  o l  l l )e  pccr ] l i i l !  i r r l c l '

( o n n c ( l i l ) r o l  t h c  d i s c i p l i n c s  o l  l l r c  c a r l o t t i s t  a t t d  t l l c  j l r r i s l  ( I t . ) 7 0 :  I 0 l I
' l  

he  po l i l i r ' i r l  i rnd  the  r t l ig io t rs  s l ) l l c r l l s  a lso  sh i r re t i  i t  co t t t t t t t l t t  a l ie t l i l l i l ) l l  L f r ) l l l

moder t r  l i r rccs  such as  l ib t r i t l i s r t t ,  ccor ron l i s t l t ,  a t td  1 t ' t l r t t i c i t l  (Schn l i t t  l ' t ss :

l l  5 O :  1 9 9 6 a :  ( r 9 - 7 t ) :  1 9 9 ( r t r :  + l  5 0 . 5 5  6 1 . 6 f i  - ; + ) . ' l  h c  u t r h a p p v  e  l i ! r l s ( ) l

thcsc  l i r rces  r ' r ' r ' r c  to  bc  su ' t t  i t t  s r t t l t  c leve lop tnc t l l s  i t s  t l l t ' t i i s l i t l c t io t r  o l  PLr l t l l l

and  pr i ! i l l c  in  po l i t i cs  anc l  l i l l r ' .  l l t c  l iag l t t cn t ing  o l  l l l c  s t i l te  by  th t  p l t r r ' r l r r l i i

I0 tccs  o l  soc ic l l '  (  dcpo l i t i f i z i t t io r l  ) .  lhc  purc  I lo r ln i l l i v i l v  o l  l i t r r t '  \ \ ' i tho t l l  r fg i l r ( '

to  i l s  r {x ) l s  i r t  persona l  au l l r r t r i t l  i u t t i  pc rsona l  c lcc is io t l .  l l r t  d i l i s io l l  o l  l ) ( ) \ \ r l f

in  l ) i r r l i i r ) r t r la r l  c lenr r tc r - t t c i t ' s  i r t t t l  l he  sp l i t l l e r i r tg  o l  \ ( ) \c rc i8 , l ) t \ ' ,  t l l e  s i lb ' l l l l r -

l i o r t  o l  t l i sc r tss io t t  an t l  deb i t tc  l i r r  t l<  i s io t t .  the  e \ i i l l i t l i { ) l l  o l  p r i \  a tc  p roper l \  i l l l L l

J r t i ss r ' : - / i i i t l  cconor r r i (s .  lhc  r ( ( l t l ( l i o l t  o l  tnca t l i t tg  1 ( )  l l l i l l c r i i t l  p rodLtc l io l l  i l l r ' '

consr rn rp l i (Jn ,  anc l  V i r lue  Dcu l r i t l i l -n -  i l t  ques t ions  t ) l  l l l o r i l l i l y  a t l i l  b t l i t l .  l ' i t l l l ' r l i

c i s rn ,  hc  i r rgucd,  cou ld  a  cco t t t  t t t  t x l t r t  e r  l ibc la l  dc t t toc r i t c \ ' .  i l )dus t r i i l l i z i l t io l l  i l l r ' '

l i r ra r rc ia l t rp i la l i s rn ,  bu t  i1  co t r ld  ncver  bc  the i r  a i l l ' .  " ; \ t t  i r l l i ancc  o1  1h( 'C i l l l r ( ) l r i
( 'burc l r  rv i th  thc  p res t :n l  l i r rn r  o l  in i lus t r ia l  c t tp i ta l i sn t  i s  t to t  poss ib lc  l ' l ] f

a l l i i rnce  o l  l l r ronc  an t l  a l ta r  v r ' i l l  r )o t  b ( ' lb l to \ \ ' cd  bv  i r r r  i r l l i a r l ce  o f  o f f i cc  i l r r ( i  i r l l i r l

(  / \ R l  \ (  l l \ l l  f l  1  I  l

-ron flot of factory and altar" (1 996c: -l '+). ' l  hc reason for this irrcornpatibil i t l '
@I - i " .nec ia l  r (p r r ' \ r ' r r l ( { l i l l  ro l t ' r f  t l l r '  t  l l t t r ,  l t :
$tar ts'' '

a.h" rrol i t ical poutr ol Catholtr isnl rcsts n( ' i thcr on ! 'cononti( nor olt  Ini l i tar!

1,."o, Uu, rathfr nt l  the dbsolulc r. i l l iz i l l iotr ol i tuthori t \ l  lhc ( ' l lurch ir lso is a

:- iur idical pers,tn.- 1I)t tugh rrot i ' l  thc sirt l le scl lsc as a joint-sto(k contpartr:  lhc

*oic"l  produat ol thr ,rgc r) l  froductiol l  is ir  nrclhod ol acc{)unl ing. n lrercas rhe

ihurch is a correrct.  ptr\ol lal  tcprescl l tal ion ol i l  col lclete persorr ir l i t \ : ; \ l l  knort l-

edgeab le  w i t r t cs " " t  l t a r c  eu t t t edc , l  l l l i r l  I l l c  (  hu r (h  i s  t h r  consun r r i r l c  i r gcnc !  o l '

t hJ i u r i d i ca l  sp i r i t  i r nd  l l t c  t r L r t  hc i r  o i  l l o r r r i r t  j u r i sp ruc lo r cc . ' l l l c r c i r  i n  i t s  c i r pac -

I t v t oassume  
j u r i r l i t i t l  l i ' rm  l i t s ' , ne  o l  i l s  so (  i o l og i c i r l  sec r l ' 1s .  l l u l  i 1  l l i r s l hcpo \a ' c r

t oassume th i s , r r r r r t y ' r l h , . r  [ o rn t , r r t l !  bcc i t t t s c  i 1  l ] i r s  t he  l o i , c r ' ( ) l  f cp rcsc r l i t t i on .

It  represents thc ( ir i l ( ls / l l l t r l l l r ld- I t  reprcsclr ls in ert ' r1'  Inol l tcr l t  I  l l r '  l l istr)r icir l  con-

nection to the inci lrnati( tr  and cruci l ix ior) ol ( 'hr ist.  I l  repr( 'sr 'nts l l tc I ,crson ol '

Cbrist Himsell  ( ixl  bccontc miln in i) islori . i r l  f(al i t l r  lherciu l ics rts superiori lv

over an age ol econornic thinkir lg i  I  c)96r: I  I  l9l

The  chu rch  sough t  coex i s tencc  n ' i 1 l r  l hc  s l i r l e  as  ? l  r ) ? r t u ra l  l ) i r r ( n r r  t l t a1 .  l i k c

itsel l  was also a so.ir tas pcr/ i 'ctur. Thc slalc loo was bascd on rcprcscnlal i()n, eVcI

i f  mode rn  pa r l i amcn ta ry  dcmoc racy  h i r r l  obscu rcd  t ha l  l i r c l . ' l ' h ( ' s l i r l ( ' 1oo  t ook

on  "po l i t i ca l  and  i u r i d i ca l  I b rms  l  l r a t  i r r c  c t l u i r l l v  j n rna te r i a l i r r r r i  i r r i l l l i ng  1o  t hc
consistency of r:corromic thinl i ing" - i rrrnrir l  cr i i r l  bcca use l  l rct '  lool i  i r)1o i l (  coLt nl
o the r  t han  mere l y  cco r ro r l i c  r a l ucs  (199 ( ) c :  16 ,  l i t .  Hc r t  Sc l t n r i l l  sau  t r o  t l i l '
ference between cirpi lal ism and Nlarxisl lr :  l ' l tc big industr i i r l ist l tas no ol l tcr
i dea l  t han  t ha t  o l  l , cn in  -  an  e lec t r i l i cd  c i r r l h .  l he l  d i sag r t ' c  css t , n t i t r l l l  o r rh
abou t  t he  co r r cc l  m t l hoc l  o l  c l cc t r i l i ca l i o r r "  (  1996c :  I  , i ) .

Polit ical theoktgrl ul(i lhc (l l(,stiol ol yrioritr l

D id  
- the  

po l i t i ca l  l ru rnp  l l r t  thc , , l r ,g ic i r l  in  Schn i l l  s  po l i r i c r r l  l l reokrgr ' :  \ lan l  o l
h is -  fe l low Cath , r l ies  l re , l i cved i t  d i ( t  l scc  l )o \ l  s ( , ( . t ion t .  O l t  th r  o t l l ( r  l t i l t (1 .  He in ,
nc i  Me ier ' s  in t lucn t ia l  in le rprc t i i t ion  i r rg , l t cs  th i l t  Sc l tn t i  s  l l toL tgh t  i s  c lccp ly
0etermined hy  i r  lhc , r l t ' g ica l  agcnda.  l l l c  ( lucs l ion  o1  pr io r i t y  i s  t  o r rp l i ca lcc l  [ r r .
Jchmi t t ' s  apparur t  c . t r i  tg . 'mcr t r  I f l r r r r  l l r c  chr t rch  in  lhc  l i r l c  l r ) los .  i r  ( rcve l { ) l )
ment ,Me ier  ignUrc t l .  l l e  rh rc r \ , ( l l1  p { ) i t ) t c ( l  lo  v r ' l )a1  o thers  ( . { ) t ] s i ( l c rc ( l  lhc  I ] tos t{d rco ly  secu l i r r  i r r ( l  i rnora i  t l cnre l r t  in  S( .hnr i l l  s  lhought .  l l re  r l c l i r i t ion  o f  thcpolit ical as lhc (l isl jr(.t i , ,n hcr \r,r..n Iriortl rr r rrj crenr\,. arri l  a rgLrt,d I lr ir l i l  r! irs u lt j_' r ld te ly  roo ted  in  S ih rn i  s  po l i r i c i r l  l l r co logr . t \ le ic r  l c ) ! ) f l :  l i t .  I j i dc lcn  beh inc l

i f l l u l t ra  r  n "u , r , , l i z i r r ions  is  th r  b ru ta l  rc i r l i l \ .o l . t l ] c  nodcrn  rc r r r l l  aga ins t  Cod.

i i i l , ^ L i "  "  
n r i r \ k  l i r r  ( , p n , ' s i l i o n r  i r r ) ( l  I ) , ' . t r l i r i i ' \  t l r ; r l  r r r t  u t  r r r r i r r r ' h  t l r c " L r p i i ' r l .

h^--. 'uc ?Ila rch isrn irI lcrrst d, res lait l l  l l ]r '  l i lu)r of mali i l tg its rc\,oll rxplicit. I lLlt
"uurgeois l ibcralisnr t l irr ' loscs thc spiri l  ol thc agc cven nll)rc rn(,irt inglir l ly ttran'w-s anarchism. l ls rctrrch l irr a lrr:at clir l, st,t.Lrrc. and comfilr l irblc cxistctrce, l iee

; ; ] ruee le .  t  h i r l l t , rg , . .  i r r ( l  lhc  r , . ( , ( l  r r , , ,1 ' ' ( , ) .  \ r r '1 , \  i r rs i t l i our ly  r ( ,  r l ( ,n r i \e  r r \  r ' \ cn
" 'ourenemics .  l t r r t  i t r i th  knor ls  tha t  thc  p ro l r l i se  o f  peacc  and sccur j t \ ,  (Me ic r
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( i les  l  
- l -hcss .  

5 :  l )  i s  i rn  id0 la t ro r rs  c lc l r rs io t r  tha l  on lv  r . ( ) r r r . ru ls  th r ,  t i , .
, , r 5 l i r L r F l l r  r r l  t l r t  l . r r L ' a r r  l ) , ,  |  \ ( , / / ' r ( , .  r l r t . r l t , r r l  I r i r r r : t . l f .  I r . ,  l ' , , r r l "  r , , , l " i' i r l l i r i ' s t  

c l ' ' i l \ ' ,  i t s  t i l l i ' ' i r t i ,n  o r  l l c l . l i l l i ( ) l t .  l l t c r .bv  bcc . . rcs  r t r "  p , , i ,1 ; ,u ] t
I l r co log ica l  c r i l c r ion  o l  t l r c  l i r s l  o rdcr "  ( \ l c ie r  I99 f i :  l - l ) .

I t  i s  poss i t ) l c  lo  i l ccc l l t  i l s l ) rc ts  o l  \ l c ie r ' s  cen t r i r l  l l tes is  u . i th0r r
. l  i t .  Hc buikls l is casc.. I l rc basis r) l  g(,.r i .e lhrrros t, ,  S.1r,, , , , , ] l  ; i , tJl l l l l . i l
! l c i c '  I  c )c l f i : - l  I  : i .  54  65 ,  ( r ( r  ' c )9 ) .  Sc l r rn i l r  cer l i r i r r l v  bc l i c r ,ed .  l i r r . xample .  rh . .
i l  u r rs  inposs ib le  lo  i l t rag i l r  i l  r1 l l r l ( i  \ t i t l t { )u1  r r t rn i l l  r r r rc l  nger " r r i , , , ,  1 .1 , , , , ,1 t , , , i
l o  ( rca lc  sL lc l t  ; r  r | r t r l c l  t t0 r r l t i  i t sc l f  r ( . ( lL l i r -c  in lense i rggress io t r :  i ,  , t t .a r  

t , , " I ,111]
u t r rs  uou lc l  l r c  unusu i r l l ]  in lc t rse  anr l  inhur r r t r r r  (1996a:  l f ) ) .  , t  

" , , , l r l  
t6 , , r

u l i l l r i rgcd  t1 )  su  l )s t  i (u te  c (  o r )o r1r  i c  conrpc l i l  i . r r  l i r r  u , i r r  w i rs  rner -c ly  d  i sgr r i s i l l g  l i .11n ,
i l sc l l  the  cocr -c i l c  l i r rcc  cxcr l t r l  bv  ec .or ronr ic .pou, t l r  ( l c )96a:  7S ( ) ) . .1 .1 t11  o  u1 , i
iu r  u t l ( ] rh  sccr r l i r l r r r t r ld  rv i rs  t r l so  i t r r  i rn l toss ib i l i l r ' :

' l  l r t  corc  qLrcs l io r r  t l l i l l  i d  r l r t ,  v ic r \  i l r i scs  ao l l ( 'e r I l ing  ,1 l tc  po l i t i ( . i t l . , ( . r )n (1 ,1 - l l \  I l t r
f f i r l i l \ ' o l  i rd  cn t ' rn r ' .  i l t r s t  r t ' i r l  poss i l r i l i l r ' l  s l i l l  r cc .gDiz r ' ( ' r ( ,n  iD  i ru  l r rc r l \  L lc
lhco log ized.o l rn te r , l t r rs i l io r r  l l r c  i s  rc [ , r f i l ] s  to  l lans  l l l L l rnenb. . , .g  s  l ( ) f ) f )  l )oo l i  l ) l i ,
1 t ( t1 tDt t i r . r  r i r ' r '  \ r ' r r : r ' i t ] .  l l r c  t i r r ( lL l l  s tu ( l \  o l  i1s  l r i r rs l i ) r r r r i r l i on  f r1 ) r r  rhe  ( ) l ( l  l )o  r l i -
t ; r l  theokrgr  i | ] r ( )  o l ]e  l l r i r r  p rc rcnds  t .  i r  r ( )1a lh ,  l r r '$ .  pLr re  secr r l i r r i rv  i r l l r l  Dr i r r r -
( f r r l ( .o l  l , , l r ) t i  l i t l . { l l i , r , r r i , r , i \L 'Ds t . / l1 t ( / l / i r , i l l re rna i r rs  i l l  l ac l  a  pa t .  t i , l cD l  d l l t \  1 ) l
l l ) r  s .ho l i l l  l \  sc i r r -ch  I i r r  k r ro ! r  l cd ! : r .  lS r ' l r r t r i l l  l 9 ;0 i  l - l+ )

Schnr i t l  s  l l r . r rgh t  t rs  \ r ( ie r  rand l i r . ,b  Ia .b rs )  r r rcsc . ts  i1  h i rs  i rp .e i rhp t ic
contoL t rs  t  l l l l  r c t r r i r t t l  us  o l  ( ) lhc r -  r t i t rc l t ' c l ] lh -  anc i  c i t r lV  tn ,cn t ic l l )_ ( .c t ) lu r \ , ( , l r f i l j .
l i i r r  i r r l in ra ( l (  r , i i i t s ,  I i ,a r  l ' . i c r l i cgar r r ( l  ro  l )os loc 's l i v  r r 'd  Ihe  l t rss i i r r r  per  s . r ra f
i s ls .  schmi l l  l r i rns t ' l i  l i rL r r r r l  l r i s  l i r r tbc r r rs  i rn rons  rc i r (1 i ( rnar l  t i r l l ro l ia  rh .k f r l
s u ( l r  i r s  t l r r  S p r r n i s h  c l i p k r n t i r l  l u a n  l ) o  o s o  C o r t a s  l S ( l t n l i l t  l 9 S ; :  5 I  ( ) h  .  \ r i l h
t t l r . r r r  hc  s l r i r r .d  i r  bc l i c l  i r r  l r r r rnar  s i r I r l r rcss  a r rc l  i r  s l i cp t i c is r r r  l l r i l l  th ( ' \ \ ca l .
t ' ncc i  rno t lc r l  s l i l l ( ' ( ' ou l ( l  I l l ' i c l c  l t c i rc . r '  i rn ( l  sc (ur i l \ , .  l )o l toso  ( .o r las  i l l r ( l  Ih r
o l l r ( ' r  "coUl t t ( ' r  re \ t ) lu l i l lD i t r I  ph i los r r l t l t c rs  o l  l l t c  s l i t t c  recogt r i zc t l  t l r c  u l l i '
t t l i l l c l \ ,  i i t co log ic t r l  r r r r l r r rc  o l  th r  ( , l l rn i l r  l )e t \ t cC l t  ( l t r iS l ian i t \  i l n ( l  l i i r c l i t l i sn t .' l  

l l t ' l ' r t ' l L tsed  lo  l t i t t l i  t tn i r t  l i o rn  n tu t i rp l r t r r r ' i r l  p r r r r r ip lcs  11 t j  t rL r l l t s  r l c r t , l t  l t r
t t cco t t t tn tx l r r te  l ibc ra l  cornrD i lDrents  l ( )  l x ' fpe lu  l  r l i s t t rss ion  i l l r ( l  cg( ) l i i l l i ( ) r1' '  l . i bc r i r l i sn ,  u  i l l t  i l  s  con  t  r i r ( l i c l i< tns  t r r r r l  t  on tpron t  i scs ,  cx is le ( j  l i , r  l ) r ,nos , r  (  , , r  l cJ
( ) l th  in  th i r t  s l ro r  t  in le r i r ] ]  pc r iod  in  r r  l r i r . l t  i t  ! r ' t r s  p t rss ib lc  to  a t rs$r , r  t l :e  11 t r , , . l i r ) l l' (  

l l f i s l  o r  I l ; r r i t t r t r t rs i  l i t l r  i r  p rgpgsa l  l6  ad j r tu r l  o r  i tppo i l t l  i l  c l )p l t l i ss i ( ) t  0 l
i r ) \ ' cs l jga t io r "  lp .  62) . ' lhcy  i r l so  reeogr r izec l  tho  ( l ccp  con l tcc l io r r  bc tn tcn  lh ( .
cc l i l l sc  i t l  t l t c  t ' t t r lV  t l i l l c l (c1 t I  cen t r r r -v  6 l  t Ie is t i c  l r i l l sccp( le r rcc  { i1  I i t yo f ( ] i
i t r r t ) ra l ren t is l  rn t t i rph l  s ics  iu r ( l  p i r l l l l c i s r l r  )  i rnd  l t lg i l i l l i s t  mon i r rc l rv  r in  I tn  r r r ' ( r l
d t ' t t toc racv  i r r rd  popr r la r  sovere ig r r t t  ) .  I r r  rcsponse l l t c \ ,  l i ) rn tu la lc ( l  thc  i i r s t  p , r l i l '
i c r r l  t l reo logv  lp t ) .  ;O l ) .

' l ' l t c  pess in r is l i c  an thropo logy  an t l  r r r r t i l i bera l i s rn  o l  thesc  l l r inkers  l ig t r rc
lrrornir)cntlJ, it) Schlrritt s ' l l t( Cotuqrt ol t ltc p( it ir '  1. r.r,hich clelitrctl lhc spccil l '
c i r l l l  po l i t i ca l  ( l i s l inc t io r l  i t s  t l l i t t  bc1 \1( ' cn  I i iend  t r r r t l  c t reml , (19 ! t6a :  l5 - i i ) ;' ' ' I  l re  d is t inc t i , r r , l  l i i c r rc l  i r r r r l  c .c ' l \ ' ( l ( ' r lo tes  the . t r 'os1  dcgrc t , , l  in te r rs i l ] ' t ) l

! ^n  n r  separ i r t i ( ) l l .  t l f  a t l  ass t lc ia t ion  or  t j i ssoc i i t t i t t t t .  l ' he  po l i t i ta l  i s  thc

u ult."j l ."." unA 
"x 

lrcme a r) l irgr )trislrr, ,ntl c'cry co.crcte i ' tt i lgolt is.r Itc( olncs
most ' l : : : ;  mnre  no l i t i ca l  th t  t  l r r re ' r  i t  appro i rchcs  thc  mos l  ex t rcn t  l )o in t .  tha t
t l ' . t " | f f i i l ; ; ; t , \ 'grr lupirrg l  1996a: l { )  f  ( ) r .  l 'hc pol i l ic l l  \ \ 'as thtrs i r  ( r j tc-
o l  t " l - ,  

. , , ,  a  d ( )q l 1 i t l .  l t  \ 11 \  . j  J r l ( l gu le l l l  t r l ) 1 ) l l t  t l ) e  s1 i l l (  o l  i t  r e l i t t i o t l s l t i p ,  t t o t
;nn  A l ru  " "

| l ' j i i a " f " ,  ca tcg( r ry  r ) l  h t r t t ta t r  i t sspc ia t i . , t t  i t l , r tgs i t l c  o l6cr .ssoc ia l io .s  ( 'o . -

f i , l i i aa" r " t r " t t  
p r , l i l t . i r l  r r  her . r r .  r 'e t '  i I  be( i r rnc  rnor [a l  a r r r l  cx is lcn t ia l .  I  t r l i l  l hc

l l " " ' r i " * rn  ccn t t t r l .  thc  s t i t l t  h i r , t l  bce i r  lhc  i r rb i te r  o l  s r rch  con l l i c l  l i r l  lh { '

, i i" i" i" t,"," nl: n:: '  
.t l :t l :": ' l  

thanlis to l iberalistrt ccononrisrl l tr(i otlrer
' ; * " "<  

t lggb ,a t  2 l -5 ) .  . \ s  i1  rc5u l l .  i  t l  con l l i c t  (ou ld  i rss r rn lc  a  ge l lL l i r rc l l  po l i t i

l l ' t - f l r r ,  . "go  r . t t " " t .  , l  nh t thc l  i l  \ f  i r s  o r ig i r r i t l l v  rc l ig io t rs ,  t t t t t r i t l  cc< t t ro r r t i c  c r r l -

tu ra l ,  e tc .  ( l99h i r :  J  '  + )  l .

Schmi t tsdc l in i l i , r r r r ' l  thc  P , ' l i t i r t r l  r t t led  o t r l  i r r l  op t i l l l i s t i c  a r l th r ( ) l x ) logY a t l ( l

reSted  on  the  dogma r t l  0 r ig i l l i t l s i r l .  l -he l i r r td i t t l l r : r t la l thLokrg ica l  t log t t l i l  o l  t l t t

avitnatr of the rvorkl atrcl ttt i ttt l t ' t tt ls. just lts t locs thc (l isl i l)c1i(l l l  ol l i i t ' trt l  i tntl

arralny, to a categ( )rizi l t i( )n ol rrrt ' l l  etnd ntitkcs intpossiblc l l tc uttdil l i 'rctl l iatctl

oDtimism Ol a Ult iYersrr l CortCc,1tl i0n 0l man. Irr ir goOtl r|ollcl irttt l l lggo()(l pcoplt.

only p"ua., securil) ' . atl( l harlltottt prcr'ail l '}r i( 'sls it l tcl l lrt ologiatls itrr '  l l t 're jttsl

as  super f luous  as  po l i l i c ians  i l l l ( l  s l i t t cs r r le l l  l1996a:  ( )5 ) .

Schmitt's Political Theologl' and its ('atholic l{eception

The season ol polititil tlrcttloqq

Todall v'a erc nt Ir rt loli l  nl J/)r '( l f\. . lrrl ,)|r 4ll{ ' \ l  /()r 
'  .\{ i1I1{tir i/I r i!rrr '\

alive in the polit j t I r l irrrr,rrsirrri.
I \u t l  ' \ l t l t t r rs  i t t  I9  j  j

l n  I922 Schmi t t  n t rs  aheard  o l  l r i s  t in re .  \ \ i l h  \ \ ' e i ln i r r ' s  l i r t t t l  c r i s is .  l l< rue l t t' ' po l i t i ca l  
theo logy '  bc tunrc  l l r t  rc l ra in  o l  i r  b roar l  r r r r r l  t c t t t t t r : t r ie t t l  thor r rs

reach ing  an  aduta lo rv  c rcsc( 'n ( lo  in  the  In r t r lhs  a l l c r  l l i t l c r  ca l l l c  to  i )o \ \ ' c r
(Scho lder  

1988:  l ,  99 .  L  19 .  l l i g  lo9 ,  +  l+  - to l .  I3 r ,  lhc r r  S t  h ln i t l  s  s t  r r )pa th ics
had sh i f ted  anaY l i ' o r r r  the  uo l i l i ( i r l  C . r rh r r l i t i sDr , ,1  11 , .  a " , , , . l -  l ' i r f t ] .  r t r  par l
Perhaps  because t l rc  e l r r r rch  le  i t  t  t rc l  h is  t rnnr r l rner l  p ( ] t i t  io r r  I i ) r  a  r l ) i r t - r i i l l l c  t l l a t
ended in  d ivorce  i r r  l . r l -1 .  th r ie t r t  rnak iug  l r i s  sccor td  t r ta r r iage I r ( l r l c i t l to l l i c i l l
t r r rcn twc i13  799) t  7 l ;  f i ) .  Sr l rn r i l l  i nc re i rs i rg ly  t l i sagrcc t l  u ' i th  1 l l t  Ccntc r
ra r t ! ' s  commi tn t t t r l  t ( )  l )a r l i l 0 l (  n t i r r l  dcmt ,c r i , ( .1 ' .  re l ig i t l t t s  co t l f css i t l t r l t l i s t t t ,  t< l l -
Erance,  and p lu r i r l i s rn  t l  i i r rnc  l  . r9 -1 :  i+  5  ) .  , \  ( l i l f c r rn l  o i t t loo l i  f ro l t t  r l l (  p i l r l i a -
'uentarism 

of thr: f! n lcr l ' irrt l '  r ' \ isted anlor) l l  corrscrvitt ivc Catholics tl l l lr lookcd
"quK nos ta lg ica l l v  t , )  lh r  n t ( ( l i . ' v i t l  ( ie rmrrn  c rnp i rc  and ac ivocatcc l  a  ( 'a tho l i c
'w lcns th fo /oq ic  

as  i t1  i l t l i ( l ( ) l ( ,  l , r l i l ' r ' r i r ld r ' r r r1 r ' r ' ; rL r ' .  l l t t . v l i r r r r r rdan, ' r ' l . l i t t t i r ' ( ( , t t

i l tton of socictv. , 'rgalriz.rl irs eslales or prolessional groupil lSs. ult ich thel'
' t l leved 

was rellecteri in Natiortrrl Socialist rhcloric rrl lr national colnll lunl(] l

( . \ R t . s ( l l \ l l ' I  l l 5
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totality claints, and the leadership principle. spcll ing the $,elcome cnd ol l iber.
alism, individLralism, and the Weimar "party-state." Such ideas wcre D()61,r-
amonll discussion groups l ike thc Catholic Academic Associatior ' '  - 'qf

rocraric fellowship Kreuz u,d Adtcr ( 'cross and uasle ) which ,"J''lili,]il,lll.
dictine monastery of Maria Laach. under the benevolent patronagc ., l ,.tbt,^,
I l t le fons  Herwegen (Bc ickcn l i i rdc  l9 ( r l :22 .1-51 :N ich twe i l i  1992:  i6 f  l2 r  " '

' l 'hough hc occasionally attcnded thc Maria Laach meetings, Schnrirr hqtr
scant respect lbr this RcirJrsticirlogit,. Whcn he rrade his shaky peace lr, irh 1ii
Nazis, hc prclcrrcd a rationalc unencumbered bv nalural Ialt categorics 9i
nredic'al precedents (Bi)ckenli irde 1961: 229 .. :15). l le pr.bably sto,rl closel
1o contcmporary I)rotestant polit ical theologians such rrs Wilhelm Stapcl, [, i th
n'honr he'$'as in close cr)ntact. arnd l ltnmanuei Hirsch. with nhosc Kierl it.saar-
d i i r r r  d tc i . ron ism hc  shar t 'd  ml l (  h  i t r  Lomlnon.

In l9 l4 Schmitt reissued lt l i l i(. l ] l  ' f lrctt loty. 
ltt a nen, prelace oc l lore(t r| ith

sirt isl i lcl ion that Protestant thcologians l ihe I)rictlr ich (logarten. with r.r, lr0m in
l9I I hc had contenplitted co-cditin!i a journal t0 bc callecl l)cr .\t(mt (l. iruer.
nrann 1994: l0o n. | 7), now recognized that a conccpt oI sccularizatior u,as
csscntitrl to understand lhe corrrse ol the past ser,,eral ccnturirs:

' lo 
bc surc. l)rotestanl theologv prese[ts a dil lcrent. supposedll,rrnpolit ical t|rc

lrjnc. concci!ing ol (lod as thc wholly othcr." just as in polit ical l ibcrirl isnr I lrc
statc iLr)d polit ics are conceivcd ol as tltc n holly othcr. \\c have corne (o ruco!-
nizc lhat tho polit icit l is t l le totai. and irs a result wc l inoi{ lha1 altv clecisio[ about
\,!,h( l lrcr so0rething is , l)rt it i(,/// js it lr\, i tys a l)rt if i(.dl (iccision. jrrcspccti|e oi \\, lr{)
dr'cirit 's and n hal rcasols i lre tdrancc(i. This l lso hokis l irr thc clucslron \\11(, lr, l
i r  l l i r r t i cu la r  theo loSy is  i r  po l i l i c i l l  o r  i rn  r rnp{ ) l i t i c i t l  l l )eo logy  (Sc l In i f l  I9 l t5 :  l ) .

" ' l ' lu, polit i t 'ul is t l1( btd"

l 'h  i s  d i (  1 r r  rn  i s  a  rcvca l ing  coro l l i r ry  to  Sch nr i t t ' s  po l i l i ca l  lhcokrg l , .  In  ? } r  (  r ) l r  f l l
d l ld / 'rt i l irrrl he had dctirred the polit ical as lhe measure oi exislential an(l c|en
v io lcn l  cor t l l i c t .  To  say  i t  was  " l l re  to t r r l "  mcant  tha t  whc l t  cx is tcn t ia l  ( .on l l i c l
bnrkc out. rto othcr cri lcrion l irr clecision-nrakiltg could claint priorit],. I lr l l is
19 l l J  b r rok  tn ' l ' homas Uobbes,  he  wou ld  c i r l l  su( ,h  contpe t ing  c la in ts  i r rd i rcc l
p(,r 'r 'ers. Schmitt took this term liom ('atholic doctriDe irs exD(,undcd classicirl l l '
by l lobcll l lcl larminc, according to wltom thc church cxerciscd a pot(:str ' i tuli-
re(ld in I lrc sphere ol polit ics. lar.r '. and the stirtc. th0ugh no longer a direcl p(^rcr
as had b('cr) t l le case in thc Middlc Ages. Schmitt exlcndc(l its n)caning to ir)(. lrr(lc
any etnd all social agcncies that threatcned to deslroJ,thc uDil!, of thc stalc: eul-
tural or-gtutizttt ions, busincss corporalions, prolcssional associi it ions, ald the
l i kc  (Schrn i t t  1  996b:  71-4) .  tn  l  9  I  l .  to  say  tha t  the  po l i t i ca l  u  as  the  to ta l  \ \ ' as
to cndorse thc idea 0f "thc total statc." Schmitt himsell had popularizetl the
corlccpl ol thc total state. by which hc did not nrean preciscly what is todity
thought  o f  as  a  to ta l i ta r ia r )  s ta tc  (  1996a:  t8  9 ) .  ln  ' t lu '  

Conrcp t  r t l  t l t ,  P , l i r i i n l
he had srrid that thc tolal statc was a rnercly polemicul conccpt fcrr describiDg

C A R I  s c l t l l l l T  l l /

ug******$ffi
mt''*t**tilt****nl* $
had to turn somersaui)'"^l' i ': l)"ll ';,.t.t"re 

d in I i; l, thal .total slatc irt lhis rvcatli
compromise was th-c 

lllll]:. l]l':,i ,i u.l.u " 
.*,r'* rype , $'hich c.uld crPloit

sense ought to give waY rtr ' t L"t

rnodern means ol lt l i lss eonlnlutl icatit ln altd cnthusiastic l l lass movclretlts lo

i t l f i " ,  i "o-a"*t  the r t 'qt t is i t r ' r ' rdcr i r r  shr)r l  l i r \ ( i \ r r )

Regardless ol SchmlLt s tnrcttt iolt such lr)talizi l lg latlguttl lc -posetl 
obviotts

dangers, and Catholic t rrt rcs 
- 

irttacked it heail-on (l ' i irt lrc 199-l: '2 1 i l:

Dah lhe imer  1998:  J4 t '  n " '  i  S t )  ( l t rs ta r '  ( l t rn t i lach '  a  p ror l r i r )en l  l csu i l

moraltheologian n'ho had tr substantial htrtrcl in t lr ir l l ing the I t) I1 piiptrl ctrcvcli

cal Quadragesinto Arrrlo. sl(x)d agrrinst Schrnirr on botl l polit jcal and pfri losophi-

cal grounds. He argu"a tftut tn" 
"*piricnccs 

of thc \ '\reinritr pcriotl cletrlonstt att ' t l

the'practical wisdonr o[ the parliancntary sl stcnr l irr ( 'atholics' \\ hose \\ 'cl l i trL'

t lepentled on part-v .t lr. iptitre u,"i fo'tv polit lcal at t iort ' on natrtral laur gt-ottnds

he opposed thc decisiorrisnr antl philosoirhicirl volrrrrtaristrt urrdcrlf irrg Schttri l  t s

asser t ion  o f  th€  to ta l  s ta tc ( l ,onne tc lg j :  l l )  l l c  s l ton 'ec l  hon ' t ta l t t r t t l  l : tw  t t rg t t -

mentcouldbe used cllnlrrst potit i . ir I th cokrgv irt thc s me lirre tl) irt I thcr ' ir lh ' lrt

thinkers such as Karl Eschu'eilcr n'crc tlsing ttattrral lan'i lrgtl l l l{-nls lt '  \ ' irrr(r!rtc

tt (Dahlheimer 199lt: 214 lt ).

The unitary stdte: W,lo n'ill dccirft,i

G U n d l a c h  h a d  a l s o  o h i c ,  t t r l  t 0 r l t ( , u i r J  l h i r l  S t h r t t i t t '  l i i ( ' t r ( l  ( l l (  r l l )  t l L ' l i t r i t i . ' t t

o f t h e p o l i t i c a l r e t l u f r d t l l ( s l i r t ( ' l r ) i t t l l ( ' r ( ( l l l ( \ l i ( ) t l  l  p o t l i r ; t t t L l  i l l ) p ( ' i l r t . ( l  t r i l \ ( ( r

on * ifttrt rra".i. ' f.t*l, l  , i""ri"" 
"i 

*t,,.r a'rrt lcvil rcst' lvi 'blcIrrrlybvbrulaldcci-
S lon  and command.  ' f  h t '  l i i . .n r l  (  r1e  l \  c l i \ l i t l (  l  i o l r  i l r t ' t r \ t ' L l  I ' nPr^ i l i r r t lbc (  i l l r \e  r l

cotl ided with ,.",r ' i i"."L iuthr,l ic sticial thinli ing abotrt thc hartnony ol tne

"toot "r.". i" it '" lr i 
i"."-t" ' , opp"u."ti to contradict so blatantlv thc cvitrr

$i""t inir..ii,i"'i.,"r*.. in"-",r"-n (Lonrrr: I99'1: 2'1 5)-'l'o thc last cl)argc'
&h"tift ;iln"i"i';;t i;; iur.-iu,tttu"an'"'t appliecl 1)r1lv 1o indi'idual

l qb t ' ; ; i ; ; : ; ; , r i ' ' i , ' t , r  
: " , , " ' " i . ' r | " 96 i r :  2 ' t r 'As fL r r I l r t  b i r s i \ ( ' [ I he \ r  r c i r ]

!*..;;,d ;"'il;;;l.,;,i;;;;;. l.hmitt ne'cr disputed thc charse l le ortct)
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cited Hobbes's tag , Autoritas nonveritasfacitlegem (Scl-tmitt l9 8 5: 3 3, 52: 1
44, 55-6\. "For Hobbes God is above all power (potdstas),' (1996b: 32).
he says in The Concept of the Political, knew that law was only a human
struction. This was true both of positive law ("In this case the rule of law
nothing else than the legitimization of a specific stafus quo") and also of
to a higher or better law, "a so-called natural law or law of reason', (19
66-7). In his prison diary he was to call Hobbes "his closest dailv
(19 50: 63). He professed to admire Hobbes' resounding re.iection of the
indirecta of Bellarmine and company. Such "distinctions and
were deceptive because they laid claim to obedi€nce without having the
sibility for providing protection in return. And it was the state's provision of
tection that gave it the right to demand obedience (7950: 67:7996a: 5)_
1996b: 7l-2, 74, 83, 86). In an age riven with conlessional strife. H
restored the power of decision to the state by taking it out of the hands of

n the Glossarium appears to apply to himself as well: Hobbes's displace-

Zhristianity into marginal domains was accomplished.with. the intent

warring theologians and the sects (1950: 66-8). As the early modern stati
took on the tasks and trappings of the spiritual order, it disarmed the theologians

harmless the effect of Christ in the social and political sphere; of

Christianity, while leaving it in the background a certain legiti-

" (Nichtwei8 1994: 46).

instrumentalizing ol the church

criticism of Schmitt's political theology therefore centered on his

of the church. Ferocious critics like Waldemar Gurian considered

better than a German version of Charles Maurras, the French nation-

founiler of the reactionary movement Action Franqaise' Maurras'

iad not kept him from enthusiastically supporting the Catholic Church'

a 192 6 ietter to Peterson, Gurian compared the two: "How similar is

Schmitt; but Maurras is more honorablel he doesn't pretend to look

He is a pagan and the Church a prop for Order! Similar anxiety

,. a, 
""i"i.tal 

authority, similar mixture of precisionism' dili-

bohemianism, similar relation to people' Uncannyl" (Nichtwei8 1992:

;). The iuridical fixation of Schmitt's conception of the church was a

: problem. The Catholic socialist Ernst Michel objected to treating

as merely a higher type of politics and ignoring its character as-"the

oi tou"" inut spoke'for the un-represented part of society: "lf the

as Carl Schmitt ienders it, then . . . the Grand Inquisitor is right and

wrong" (Ldnne 1994:28). Seeing the church primarily.as "represen-

ducel it to being the conservator oi the world as it is' either directly as

as underwriter of the political form of the state The church became a

r defense against social chaos and breakdown, "the ark of Ngah,in.a

sin," reflecting Schmitt's despair of the church's future in a pluralistic

rlarizine worlJ The Concept o! thePoliticdl's pessimistic picture of human

th"e Fall was attacked as inconsistent with tridentine orthodoxy

1994a: 287-9o: 1994c: | 17).
tt's instrumentalization of Christianity was the most extreme example

lologetic strategy quite common among Weimar era !31ho^lt-c1 
who

whai the church could do for German society (Ruster 1994:377-85)'

strategies run the risk of rliluting principle for utility' and tt:l.".'lt 
""

It Sch;itt's political theology crossed the line in this respect' While we

reiect Gurian's accusation of dishonesty, there is ample reason for

ig ihat Schmitt's religious faith was more polemical and "dran.laturgic.al"

rtive in its riationship with the political order: even if that

after the war, it was stili"a Lefdbvrism avnnt la l?tt'ir" (Faber 1994:

tacker 1994c: 136-7; Ldnne 1994:15: Lauermann 1994: 300)' Many

friends believed that he thought the church of Vatican II had gone mad

tq"".J"."a what he mo--st valued in Roman Catholicism (Wacker

by denying them the right, for example, to determine a just war (1950:
70\.

Quis ju(Iicabit2 Quis interpretobitur? Who decides in roncreto for human beings acting
in their creaturely independence the question of what is spiritual and what is
secular, and how one relates to the res mixtae, that, in the interim between the
Lord's first and second comings, now determine th€ €ntire earthly existence oI this
spiritualsecular, spiritual-temporal double nature of humanify2 That is the great
Thomas Hobbes question that in my book ol 7922, Political Theology, I already put
into the center of discussion and which led to a theory of decisionism and oI the
autonomy of action. (1970: 107)

Heinrich Meier has made Schmitt's interpretation of Hobbes a centerpicce of
his landmarh study (1998: 100-34). In his reading, Schmitt distorted Hobbes
to fit his own needs; he was not a "Hobbesian" at all, at least in the conventional
sense, but a dedicated if evasive believer. That thesis requires respectful qualifi.
cation. Too many of Schmitt's contemporaries thought otherwise, including
friends such as Erik Peterson, who was particularly disturbed by Schmitt's attack
on the church's indirect power: "The polemic against the potesta s indirecti otly-
has meaning if one has repudiated Christianity and has opted for paganism
(NichtweiB 7992:735\. Peterson may have been especially disappointed in the
defection of someone who had once written compellingly of the church's repre'
sentative power (Nichtweill 1994: 5 7-8). The denial of the indirect power meant
a fatal acquiescence in secularization. The unity of the state could not be woll
at the expense of the church's public (6ffentlich\ characler. The church came into
being as the eschatological reility of the New Age, which destroyed the closed
world of the Old Age. But Schmitt appeared to endorse the Leyinthnn's lamelrl
over the "typically Judeo-Christian splitting of the original political unitl
(Schmitt 1996b: 11) - a splitting that Peterson himself thought was rooted ilr_
the very words of Jesus (Nichtweir 1992; 73 5 n. I 18). What Schmitt said ol | 293).
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Erik Peterson deserves the last word. Part oI Peterson's argument against
possibility of any Christian political theology had rested on St. Augustine's
ping of the sacral patina given to the Roman Empire by Christian apologists
as Eusebius of Caesarea. In Po.litische Theologie II Schmitt obiected to this
ment because it seemed to deny Christian laypeople the right to see the hani
God in their political well-being: 'A church does not consist onlv of
(Schmitt 1970: 77). Wlth mordant pleasure he pointed to the euphoria
Angelo Roncalli (the future John XXIII!) over the signing of the 1929
Treaties between the Vatican and Mussolini's government, as a modern
of a Catholic rejoicing at seeing God at work in the world. Schmitt singlecl
for attack Peterson's invocation of De Civitate Dei 3. 30, in which Au
scorned Cicero for mistakenly placing his bets on Octavian, the future
said Augustine, Cicero was "blind and reckless about what was to come" (
atque improvidus futurorum) (Peterson 1951: 90). Inappropriate
moralizing, sniffed Schmitt. How could Cicero have known, and what
did he really have, caught between Antony and Caesar's nephew? (
l97O: 90-l). In a letter to Schmitt written long afterwords, facob 1'
delended the iustice and the wisdom of Peterson's words from l9j5:
caecus atque improvidus Iuturorum was a coded warning directed at you - but
didn't get it. You had no better lriend than Peterson. whom you also brought
the path to the Church. 'True are the wounds that a friend's arrow makes.'
the Psalmist somewhere" (Taubes 7987: 40).
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)  is  renowned for  h is  wonder- fu l  (Bar th 196] :6 l f f l
'ff" 

ir f"r, often seen as a theologian in and lor po.litits'

, both in his lifetime and now' This essay can be no

iart"r lo su.tn't work. Dealing only with political

iir"* ii *i t* g"ess what he might have said on other

ze or defend him where he failed to answer questlons

i.t-o". ti." (cf. e.g. Katherine Sonderegger' "Barth

2000:258-73).
* b"t-".r, World War I and the Vietnam War' the

;-tri;;;;;i,t of 1968 raised fundamental political

tarth who lived through them with the newspaper in one

the other. A Swiss, proving himself a friend of Germany

years, Barth exierienced war and peace' dictatorship

"ta "o--o.tit-, 
religious politics and political the-

programs for social welfare intertwined in the massive

modirn technological state' Order needed somehow to

humanizing practice, freedom to service' duty to rights'

despaiito hope. Private interest crossed with public

I discussion with media manipulation and extreme


