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mocracy

n W. de GruchY

System ol'got,ertltttenl is perl 'ect, t lor can any clait 'r l to be Chrisliarl '  \ 'ct

y is lt, iclely regarcled t0day as thc best arrailable polit icaI poli lV. irI]( l

church traclit iotts, even those prcviously v\rar] ' ol '  clemocracl'. ttt l t ' ' t 'rtgttrt l

a  form ol 'goventance lhat  resonates n 'c l l  rv i th  Cl t r is l ian val t les.  I lovt 'cver ,

te such conscpsus n9t all the<tlogitrns or socrial l l .reorists tlgrce oIl rt 'hitt is

by demOcracy.  One rcason for  th is  is  the complcx h is torY o l '  thc 'co l lcept :

r is the \iyit\, '  i tt n,hich it htrs been varioLlSly lbrmecl itnci r-rndcrstoo(l \^' i thil l

natioltal c:ot)texts. l l tet l  l t tore problt l l l lat i(  is the g,ap lrclrt 'ccrr the

c of dctnocratcy and thc social real i t ies 13viclet l t  in tr lany ( 'ot l l l t r les col l l -

t o  d e n t o c r i r l i t '  r u l e .  l ) e m o t ' r a t ' y  (  i l l l ,  i l l  I ' a t ' f  .  l l e  t t s t ' t l  i t s  i l  s l o g i t t t  i r l  t l t t '

rests of pt-rl i t ical expedicncli Yct. despite these problcms atlcl shtlrlconrit lgs'

vision ot a (le rlocratic l,urlcl orcler is a compellirtg otlc. ln n'hal l ir l l<lrt 's I n' i l l

i n  by  cons ic lc r ing ,  the  l ln tg rc  o l  c lcmt lc racy ,  cOn l l l le l l l i l ' l g ,  o l l  bo lh  i l s  o r ig i t t s

Ithe forms or systems ol '  govcrrrancc irr vr 'hich i t  hirs hccrtnlc el l lbocl ie( i .

Nature 0f Democracv

democrats agrcc that clclr<tcracv irnplics a ftrrnt pf'gcx'crntlterlt clccted [r1'

l responsib le l r r  thc pcople in  l ree t r r r t l  Ia i r  e lect ions. ' l ' l te-v-  u ' t r t r l t l  a lso t tgrct '

democracy requi res the r t r lc  9f  lan,  t l rc  prc l tcct igp t l l  c iv i l  l iber t ies thc-  scp-

.on of legislativc ancl iuclicial po\^/ers, the freecl.rn of the rlreditt, irnd thc

.o ld ing c l f  hunr t rn r ights.  r \  rn i t jgr  pc l ig t  of  d isagreetr tcnt .  hgn'eter ,  co l lcerns

extent to which persqnal l i lrerties shguld be constrait ' tccl by sqcizrI rcsponsi-

ies. This has led to the clistir lction betrtreen liberal and social dernocracy, atrd

radical anarchist versigns of both. Anarchism is a rejectiorl ol any ten-
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I ffi:l j llff ilil| ll ;,ff lil: ilt H:l':: lil J [":.''"T:'i] I rl " "' I u n t o' n ou,-
While alt rlcntOcrats prO{'css a cotntrritment tt l t l lc n'i l l  oi thc pt,,plc ahdtk^

.,,-nrun goocl, I iberal clcmocracy strcsses the inlptlrtance rt[ [)crsn1li1l l iGi::

a'd ge rrcri l ly supp<lrts a free-rnarltet ecotrtlmic slistem. Such trt l ,,nr.t.tttonOini

of democ:racy ls CLlrrell l t ly clotl l i t latlt i t l  the West, lYhere it is rcg:r|t lcd,,* no,l

rrrativc ft lr all stlcielies cletiming to bc tlernocratic. I lon'elr/er' nli lnY t 'ortrrnittedto

,i. ln.,,,.ru.y bclier,c thirt some lirrm of social cicmocracy is vital to '. l .tr l n,rt onli

,n,irt-r *n" i le'nrancls ol ' thcir or,r, 'u ctltrtcxts but also with thosc facirlg ul"l ' tr ls,t ieti,

e,specially the grgn,irtg gap btltn'een rich.arrd pttor. I ior s<lcialcletlrocrirts. thccqui-

tut le  c l is i r ibyt ien t>f  res()urces ar ld equal  t lppor tur t i t ics l i l r  a l l  i t r t  csscr l t i i t l  ingre-

d ients 6 l '1gelu i le ly  detnocra l ic  ordcr .  Thc st ruggle lor  t t  g l t lb t r l  derr lgcrat ic

rurdcr ,  the ' ,  is  lg t  s imply a mat ter  o l 'cxtcndi t lg  I ibcra l  \A/cs lern ( l ( ' l I l ( )cr i lcy to

places r,r,5cre this 49es pol exist, but of clcvcltlping a gcDuincl-v- i lclttocri l l ic world

r i rc ler  that  is  rootec l  in  the par t icu lar i t ics o i  r i i f ' fere l l l  c lo l l tex ls .  St t t ' l t  i t t t  t l rder

rvorrld ha1,e thc capa(lit-V to protect ltutnatl rights ancl proll l()t( '  t l tt '  cgtttmon

gctod. ' l 'h is  \ \ r )u l ( i  applv cqLral ly  to  c t - runtr ie ls  r ' r 'h ich I tar tc  t t  lor tg t r i r t l i l ior l  o f

i l"r ' ,.t,,..,,.1,, but u'here its clcvelopmcrll has comc lo it stanclsti l l '
' l 'he l iberal traclit iotr has urrtloulrtccil l '  corltributccl etlortnottslv to tht t ievcl-

( )pment  of  democracy.  espccia l lv  througl t  i ts  ins is tcncc on pr t l tcc l i t lg  ind i l ' i t lua l

r ights anct  l ihcr t ies.  l iu t  r , t ' i th . r - r t  the nrpre cger l i t t r r ian 
" ' is i9n.9 l 'spc i i t l  

t l t ' t r locrats

^ '4 thei r  cor)ce. t  l i r r  s t tc ia l  respgr]s i r r i l i tv , , l " ,oua. , ,ay r :as i ly  t rce ot t t t 's  i t  t t l t 'anst l t

p l r tcct ipg i t rc l iy i t l t ta l  sc l t ' - i r r tercs l  rather  thatr  pt r rs t t ing thc ( 'o t ) t l l l ( ) l l  good'  | t l r

cx i r rnplc ,  the l i r t l i ing of  dcmocr i r t 'V arrc l  the l iec-markct  systct r t  is  r r l ic r r  s l rcsscd

to the ac ivant i lg ,c  o l  lhe cc<l t ronl ica l l l '  l ror ' r ter lb l  i t r l t l  to  the t lc l r i r r t t ' t l1  o l  t levckrp-

i ng  c0un t r i es .  I l t dccc i .  t he  t r ac l c  p t l l i c i es  t l l ' l he  t l n i t cc l  S t i l t c s  o l  / \ 11 )c r i ( i l  i l l l d

( )1her , . { i rs t  u ,or lc l "  c0trDtr i rs  arc 0{1cn protcct ionis t  r i l thcr  that l  t l l le t t  1o t r l l ters '

s( )  t inc l ing t l . rc ' l ra larrcc bc l r , r ,cct t  the l ibcr t r l  i r r ld  socia l  c lc t t to t ' ra l i r '  l r i r t l i l i t r r ls  is  r t t t t

caS-v.  g. iycg t l rc  cr t r rs t r i t i r r ts  pIaCccl  t tp t l l t  c le  nrgcr i r l ic i r l ly '  t l l t ' t ' tc t l  g 'ove r l l lnct l l  t )y

polir ic.al anrl cconornic inlcrests. ' l ' l re stnrgflc to ena[rl t ]  both int l ivi t l t ] : l l l ] . : , i : l : ] l l l

i r r r c l  s o c i r r l  r e s p r l n s i b i l i l v  t t t  l l o l r r i s h  a r n i t l  t l t c  r : c a l i t i e s  o l '  p i t r t i c u l i t t ' l ) i s l o l - t t r t t  t  " "

tc r ts  i s  i r t  l l l c  h r ' i r l t  6 [  15c  cor l t i r l r - r ing  c lc l l i r t c  t ,h , l t r t , l , ' n ] " t ] r i l ( \ '  s  i rb i l i l r ' to  l l ro | i t le

pol i l i r . i r l  s tabi l i t , f , ,ar r t l  ar 'h ievc i ts  gt l t r ls  o l  l r . rs t icc i t t lc l  e t l l t i l l '

r \ l i r r t hc r i t r c r t p l  c l i s i t q r cc r r t c l t t i t t r l t l r t g t t " " t " ' t t ' r ' t t " ' t " t ' . ' t t l r e  
t t ' av i r r$ l r i c l t

. '1 l t>pulur  
' ( ) \ \ ,er"  s l r , r r l t l  6c s l ruct t t rc t l  , , , ,d . i t . l , t i r " t l ,  S i rc l r  t l i f  fe 'cr rccs l l in 'c  lcd

to c l is l inct io ls  bc iqg t l t tc le  bct rvcct t  t l i r t 'c t .  l l i t r t ic ipaLgr l '  c lc t l ' t t t t ' t i tc \ ' '  111111 1 'e Pl 'e-

scrr tat i \ , ( ,c lcr r r< lcrat . \ r  l ) i r r t ic ipatorr , ,1 . , t , , , . . , , , .u  h; i ;h i . t *  the i r tvo lvc ' rnct l t . ( ) l  thc

pegple as r r  iy l r r l lg  ip  thc t lc t t t ,cr i t t ic  pr6t  ess.  l l r r t  is  Lr i tcr t  i r lpr i rc t ica l  cr 'cr t  lh t r r ' rg l . l

clcsirublc. Rcpresenlalivc clcmocracJ,. $'hcre'b), thc 'eoplc clccl olhcrs 
]:] ]] l l l j

t l t ' t ' i s i o r l s  r t t t t l  l t t l  o t t  l l t t ' i r  h t ' l r ; r l l '  l l i t s  [ r t ' t ' o t t t t ' 1 1 1 ' 1 ' 1 ' j \ i l r \  i r l  r c g i r ' l l i l l '  l l i l r r ( " ' " ' r

anrlgkrbi i l ler,els. ' t ' t - r is rcquires 1>arl ianrentrtry strutcturcs atrd procct lui) . , l l , l ) i l

as the c levck)pnlcnt  Ol '  po l i t ica l  par t ies ancl  t l rgatr izat ions that  i t rc  i th le t t t  Ht t r " '  
'

dcrnocratically. But represet-rtative clemocrarcy ,,t.u,,y, rutrs thc clangcr t ' t 
!:t:: l ;

i ,.o rt 'r:rnherl f 'rrnr e,r;tssrt)ots needS and deVelOping arn Un\rield! ?l)rl >u'-^

achec l i on theu ,ay in rvh i ch thosec l cc t cd t t l o f ' l i ceexe rc i sc t l r e i r po r t . e r .
nnot be done simplv through an electorat:,:}:.:i:::]::"il:,:::il 

,T:l:l:
ffi]',jril;;;rr.;:;.;, 

t.']rhe .eed f'r p.litical .raturitv rt'ithi. partl'

al struc.turcs ano especi.l ly the eschcwing of arry res()rt t() rriolcnce it l set-

l r* ; ; ; ; ;comprised 
of a rangc of inst i tut ions atnd structures (e' ! l '  orga-

labor, educationat ootrics' the-mctliil:f:"t'? ::liltl::T'::::'.':tL*i'i:',';:
;ruffi;";;;";,,*'al parties' lf political societll rcfers to thc

of governmcnt or ,"; 
";iJ' 

including ul":l::1 ',Tll.-:;,:]l:':..'i).,:l

1'J ;:,t;:iffi 
':;t';";, 

*,,;.;"*c't al organ izatio.s t h at pr.r' iclcs t hc

whereby people can participate iIr plrrslr']'* :::l:::?;]i':.:lll1,i::].lillil:
;:::l"illu.iilili;;''*pu't.nt '.1 ixr', llrr thc sake .t criticallir

r the cxercis. ul pu""t; i i  tt i ' t '  provitles the fiarncrt'orl i withirr u'hich
,ffi,:':';*;,;,;:,;il 

in shapi.g rtrc strucrurcs tr.cl 'alues.t srcierv. r\

rment that begins,,, tont't"it" t'igttn' ol' civil t"t':jl:.1].1:::1,:::.:ti.:ili:til

;iil:tiilil;il;rr;;;;y. rr is thercfore i' clanger ,f u'de rmi.irrg b.th its

;;i;;n.y ancl the {httrrc ol clemocrat".l}1i..-....-".,,.., 
,,rn.rr .,,r,i lh rtrc rhe.-

[tfrg;ili;":,l;J;;'il;u,"'v 't'ugglc's f.r democrac-v' alotrg u'ith tltc the.-

[cal debates tney trave cuol<ed 1 pariicularly r,rrith regarcl to gencler' ctt l l ttrc'
r a  h r ' t  \ t r { ' P } l

economic i ssues -havcn r t r c l e i t neccssa rv t< lgobeyonc i t hec ieba tebe l r ' r ' een
'alism and sociarlisrn, "' o"titt'o"torv anil rcpiesentati*.*:Y'lill:l]i:,',lii

lilT ffilil,^'*i'rn""',r."a ror crenroc:rtrcy t. bc conrexruratv u.clcrstrorl,

died, and derrelopccl. rVhat hn' become elident 't 11"11t 9:1",:lc,:'':::,::::i'i';1r",:T:'lillirr.,"u 
a.cl susrai.e,cr in rva1,s trrar se^'c ,ll:.:'11),-" "'

.q.,ori.v, ancl iic'eclotrr todttv rathcr.than ","1"1'l.tiilli::l'l :i:: l:]il]'ll;lfft::: lll"il\{;ll''j',.,.,ir. ir,', suggests the necd l.r a fr-rrthcr clistiucti.' i.

"&mocratic theory 6et'r,ecn sl/stctrr ancl visitrtt: that is' the rtctlgtri l i ,. th.t
, - - i ' - , . i n l l q ; r l l f I

Dl\tocl iAC Y '14 I

Dortive of democrircy as strch.

Christianity and l)emocracY

roo tso fc l cmoc racy i t r t heWes te rn r , t o r l c lmaybe t racec ib i t c l< t t l a l l c l e l l t
:ns and Renaissatrce llalv' But dcmocracv o: Ytll,ot".ft"Y.t';|::::.1:Y,t:i"rll1

ffi::::$t:l t",,?.'liJ,t governmenl built on th.sc c,rtstituri,nalpritrciplcs artd

l fOCedures, symb'ls o,.,,t 'aunuia,iotts, rt 'hich htrrte dcvclopccl ot'er 15c cctltttr ies

h order to embociy the u'lbldi.g cicnl,cratic t ' isiott ' I n'hat tr lLtsl atld cqtritablt

tociety requires. tt *," ,"go*l de-ntocracy sirnplv as a systeln ol ' goverrtatrcc' \t 'c

hil to appreci,te its chartrcter as a' opet)-a,', i .:,I 1,.,,."ss that is e'er seeli ' ir lg tt l

bcome more inclusi'c. more ir,rst, ancl ntore globtrl i tr respotlsc to thc rlecds irld

h.r-*'; i ' .*t;;;. i l ;dernocrirt ic visitrtr rcs'rtertt 's n'ith l i t.clamenttrl cletnctrts

Within the Christian traclit i ,rr e'en th.tlgh Christiartity lrtts t.tt l t rt lrt ' irys bcctr sup-

|'n:T;}ffi:'i,"u**;"-enr and especiatty the t'rench Revolution' As
|  _ - ^ l : 1 - -  ^ f  - - ^  |  

"  
_ l  ! ! - _  - - - l _ : _ ^  l _ ^ a - " ' - - - ' ^
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Chr is t ian i tv  ancl  r lcntocr i l t '1 ,  [ , ,11t  bct i r re a l td  ( lur ing t l te  l to i lq . ;11 11,
lul l  . t  irnrlr ir  ir lerrt.e. irrrr lr iguir). .rrd t.r err tr, , .r i t i ry. l  t , , l ' r , ' ' , , , , .  , , , , l l l l l l lu^!"t U...
aln'ttys rcgttrciccl detnocracv as the best l irrm ol' go,r,crnlnorr: irrrl,,",r 

' ' l 'rmeans

l rary has morc o l tcn been t rue,  especia l ly  in  Europc.  \1 , , .c , , r , , . i " , i ' f . .on-
cot t tc t ' t tporarv Chr is t ian theokrgians i t 'ho arc decic ler i l r ,  tu .p i . i , ,u*  , , i ' l l t ,  

u*

t lhr is t ian n ' i lness to democrac,v ( l laueru,as 1981).  fu Iuch c lcpcn, f r .  , ,1  , " , , ] l l * ing
hon'c lc t t rocr i rcy is  unclerstoocl  n ' i th iu par t icu lar  h is tur icr r lc( )ntext : ;  i , t , , , l l t - t " "n
remai t rs  that  f i r rc larnt :nta l  iurpLt lses lv i th in democrac ' \ ,  nr i rv  hc , . , " ' . . i ' ] l ' .1 t ,
runcient  Hebrev 'prophc ' ts ,  arrd \ \ icstern chr is tcnclonr  ht rs  h is t . r i  

" " ' r t t  to  lhe

the * ' . ' rb  ' r , i th i r r  * 'h ic 'h  rn.c ler ' r lcr ' .crucv gestutec l  ( l lc r ' r r r r  | . r t ' t t "u 
pr t lv ided

1995). In this rcgarcl \1,c. nray point t .  at least l ive trajccr,r,. . ' r ,r ' i ,r1;,t t i , I \ f f i l l
t radi t ior r  th t r t  I ta t 'e  I t tade's igni l icanl  contr ibut ions lo  1hc t lc ' r 'c loprr rcrr t . l  demo-
c r i r t i t '  l heo rv  i r r r r l  p r i r x i s .

' fhe [ i rs t  is  the egal i t i t r i t t t t  conr t t t t rnal  expcr ience and cr t rnrp l t 'o l  t l rc  pr imi-
t ive church i tsc l f ' .  ar tc l  i ts  ant ic ipat ion of  thc imrninent  urr iv i r l  o l  t l rc  rc igp . ; l  ( i rx l
r t ' i th  i ts  pr t lmise of ' r t t r iversal  f  ust ice i t r tc l  pcuce.  In  sonre n 'a1,s.  t l r is  n ' t rs  cnrb,d-
ied in  Var iot ts  radical  nrot 'cr t rents r ' t ' i th in posl -Constarr t i r r i r rn ( ' l r r is t i i rp i t l , .  inc lud-
ing thc ear lv  tnol t t ts t ic  ntovct lcnt . ' l 'he seconci ,  n 'h ich cr lergt ' r l  u ' i t I i t r  lucdicval
Cathol ic isrn.  brot rght  Chr is t ian i t - r '  in to crcat ive i r r tcr r r r ' t ior r  i l i t  h  i \ r is t6tc l ian
pol i t ica l  phi l t tsophr, .  I (ey pol i t ica l  not i< l r rs ,  such as sr . rbs ic l i i r r i tv  i r r r r i  t l rc  cornrnon
goot l .  n 'erc c levc lopct l  or t  t r  Chr is l i i r r t  [ ras is . ' l 'hesc i t lcas l t i rvr 'p la 'u 'cr l  i r r r  i rn l tor turr l
r< l lc  i t r  shapir tg socia l  c lenrocr i r t ic  lheor l r  a l ' l i r rn ing i r r  p i r r l icu iar- l l rc  l tersorra l is t
i tnd organic char t tc tcr  o l '  soc ie l t '  and the neccl  l i r r  I t r r r r rarr  so l i r i i r r i t - r , .  

' l  
he th i rd

t r i t iector \ , ' .  the coter tanta l .  dc ' r ivcs I ' ronr  thc I le l i r r rnecl  t l r  ( ' i r lv in is t  t r i rc l i t ion. ' l 'h is
has st ressed i tunra l r  resporrs ib i l i t t ,bef t r re ( : luc l  ani l  tor , r ,arr l  o l  hers orr  t l r r ' l ras is  o l
( l t lc l 's  covet t t tn t  in  fcsus Chr is t .  ln  sontc r ' r ' t rys t l t is  cr l r rcst tgncls  n ' i th  lhc scc 'u lar
t l o t ' l r i t l t ' o l  l l t r ' s r r t ' i i 1 l  . ' ' , , , , 1 a i r t ' t .  l l o u t ' r ' t , r - .  i L s  b i r r t l i r r ! ,  l i  , r ' , . . , i :  n o l  t l t i r t  o l  s o t t r t l
ob l igat i t t r t .  b l t l  u  conrnr i ln le nt  to  o l  hers u ' i th in the [ rod1, '  po l i l i r '  r r  r r r le  r  t  h t ' i t t t lh t l r -
i tV  t l l ' ( l oc l . ' l ' h i s  l ca t l s  t o  a  s t rouq  en rphas i s  o l l  i t c cou t r t i r b i l i t - r ' l r o th  l o  i t t t  t ' l c c -
torutc and to ( loc l . ' l ' t rc  l i r r r r . th  t ra iec lorJ, .  thc l i t rcr i r l  ( ' l r r is t i i r r r .  r !h i t 'h  $ 'c  l i r td
cxpresst 'c l  v t t r io t ts lv  in  the l re i rs  o l  thc rac i ica l  Rel i r r r l l t ior r .  t :ng l is l r  t tor lc t t t t lor -
n t i t v . i t n d l i b c r a l  [ ' r o t c s l i r n t i s n t i n \ o r l h ; \ r t r e r i c u . a l l i r r r r s t l r c r l i g r r i t v o l  t h e  i t t t l t -
v i c l l r i r l ,  h t tma t t  r i gh l s .  t hc  l i ecdon t  o l ' consc i cncc .  scy r i r n t t i r ) r )  ( ) l ' c l l t l r r ' l l  t l l l d
s l i t te .  t t t r t l  rc l ig , ious lo lerr r t ion. ' l 'hc l i l th  l rer jector ,V,  th i r t  o l  ( ' l r r is t i i rn  soci i t l isn l '
i t ts is ts  that  t l tcre ct tn be r ro c icrnocrr rcv rv i t I rout  i l  ius l  e( ' ( )nonr ic  orc l t r .  [ re t 'cot t -
( 'er t ls  arc l tL t tnt t t t  so l ic lar i t t , .  par t ic ipat ion in  the c lernocr i r l ic  proccss,  t t t t t i  t 'c t t -
t lo l r t ic  just icc. ' [ ' l t is  rcsorratcs s l ror ig ly  r , r , i th  111py 9 l ' the c() l lcerns o l ' l i l l t ' ra t i t l t r
I  h t ' o l og t .

Each o l '  thcse t r t r jcc lor ies cnte ' rgecl  r , r , i th in spcci f ic  h is tor ic i r l  cor l tcr ts  ets
( 'hr is t ians of  d i f ' l 'erent  epochs t r r rc l  t radi t ions sought  to exprcss thei r  I ' r r i th  r t  i th i t t
the pr ' rb l ic  arena on the basis  o l '  thc c lorn inant  thcol< lg icaI  r r rot i l .s  arr t l  ins ights t r t

the t ime.  Whi le they vary in  cr-nphrrs is ,  each re jccts t5 i r t rnnical  anr l  a l rso lut is t
lortns of govertrmetrt, though they have developecl cli l ' l 'erept strategies ftrr oppos-
ing such; all acknon'ledge that human sinfulness leads to polit ical corruption'
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sensh indiviclualisrn in the intercsts ol ' gcnuirtc cotntnut't i1y"l 'hesc tra-

. i i lo"gfr complenteutirry, i lre trot identicit l in the n'ay i1 r'vtrich thcy
t'narrrr""a 

or,inlluencccl the cleveloptlent ol ' cletnocritcy Nor is the'rc

," a clear ctrusal litlc betlt,een them and the rvay in r'r'hich clet.trocratic gor'-

ihas deuelnped' But each in its on''t ' t  r 'r 'a1' has ctlntributcil to cletnocratic

una p.o. t i . "  as each has soughl  to  erpress thc prophet ic  c iemand f t l r

iustice and c'quitl ' .

l i . .uav intinrated, the lrrcrch Re'' lntio. hcralclcd t5e birth .f m'dert' l

Hower,er .  bect tusc the Revolu l ion was ant ic ler ic i r l  i r r lc l  t l f tc t r  a t l t i -

i i t iun,-d.1rru.racy. espcciallv ir-r I lurcpc, n'as idcrtt i l i t ' t l  r ' t ' i th stlcial ftrrccs itt inl-

lo Cfrrirt ionitl,. I 'his rt 'as less the case iu l lr itain. t 'r 'hcrc ttotrctltt l t lrntists $'cre

ily strong advocates ()f clemOcratic gor,'ernance. ttt ld ir l the Iltr itccl Slates'

Ciristianity plal 'ccl a lormative role in the shaping ol' the tten'Atncrictttr

. Despite thcse excepti0ns, for mucl-r o[ thc nincteerlth century Rclmatl

, Eastern orthodox. and mtrinlinc f)roteslant Christianitl '  rcmainecl

skeptical about or hosti lc t() clemocracy. Dct't ' tocracl'. l irr them, impliccl thc

o. ,  o f  Ch. l r t ian I 'a i1h t rnd of  the church 's  rok ' i ts  the t t r t r t ' i l l  guar t l ian l i l r

lnat ion.  I t  was the pc l l i t ica l  crprcss iot r  of  secular isrn ant l  t r t l te is t ] . l .

A decisive revcrsai ctttne abtlut clnring thc tn'entieth cctltttr l ' '  cspcciall l '  ft l l-

g  t he  demise  t l l ' l r t r sc i s t .  Ne rz i .  anc l  S ta l i n i s t  t o ta l i t a r i a t r i s t l r . ' l ' h i s  t l o t ' s  t t o t

that  a l l  ecc les iast ica l  ar- r t ipathy t ( )  dct .uocr t lc l ' l las d isappei l rcd.  bt r t  i l  t loes

that ccumenical Christitrt l i tv iq committecl, possilrlf irrcvtlcirt l l l" to thcl

ieval  of  democracv as cssenl ia l  to  i ts  v is ion of 'a  just  r ' r 'or l t l  t l rc lcr .  I r rd icat ive

th is  ner ,v  Clhr is t ian appreciut i r , rn c l { ' the r ,a lue o[ 'detnt lcr i tc f  is  lhe lact  that

€atholic social teaching. alier centurics o[ htlsti l i ty ttncl anlbivale'l l t 'e' is ttt ' tr '

*rongly in favor o{ dclrircracy as the bcst l irrnr ol ' polit ical govcrll i t lr( ' t l .r [t is als' '

aorcWorthy that r, l,hile prer,. it lusll. ,{rrglo-Sax<lrr l)rotcstrttrt isl.tt t\, i tS lhe lrornc tl l '

democratization. thc so-carllccl "thircl democratic transli lrtnit(iott" rvhich t 't 'e httvc

Witnessed dur ing the past  [cn.dccaclcs bcgan in prec lor l r i r lant l l '  Rotnar t  Ct i th t l l ic

€oUntr ies such us t l t r tugtr l .  Spain,  I 'o l t rnc l ,  and Chi lc .  Hon'evcr ,  th is  espousal  o l

democracy cannot  be ta l ien l i r r  grantec l  as therc ret l ta i l ts  l t ' i th in scct io t rs  < l l

Christianity a strolg telciepcl' tgn'arcl hicrarch,v alld absolttt isl lr.

Democratic Transition and Translbrmation

The All ied victorv over (lerman1,, ltallr atrcl Japun in Worlcl \\ ' lr II r ' t 'as hailed tr1'

the West as a viciorl, fclr rlenrocracy ancl soon led to the cstablisht'uetlt of t lclrro-

cratic governments in thosc countrics. Shortly aftcr the n'ttr, It l t l ia itt ld I lrttt l l '

countries prer,i<tusly uncler col<lnial rr.rle, nottrbly in i\{ 'r ica (e.9. Botstut'trna'

Ghana,  Niger ia,  t lgJnda),  gained thei r  independencc.  r \ l l  o i  thenl  at loptec l  deuo-

cratic constitutions. Other examples of transition from oligarchic or authoritar-

ian control occurred in Spain and Portugal, as well as it l  scyeral Latin American



Malavsia) .  l } - r t  perhaps the most  c l ramat ic  t rausi t ic lns to c lcrnocrac
the late twcntieth century. Notable arrong these n,crc thc rlernocra,l l l :: l t:.d ,.
which occurrecl in firrmer cornrnunisl-ruled countrics o[' 

"or,.,.ni],1,]. l l l t ion*I']oland, I iast (lcrrnany. [Jungary, czechoslor,akia, trnd thc S.r,iet Ir,r;;;:u^" 
(:.9.

apar theid South u\ l i ica.  N' lany more cour-r t r ies acnrss ther  g l .be h ' - " " " 'd l td in
l c l l l . ' t  su i t .  
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l,:::: ';:\::"1:,1?:,::' *ll::'il::,,:.il'*l l:li':lll, i:lilt'i",li:,* r,,*hour orachier,ccl fronr rryithin, have chaneed the facc of
c lcrnonsl rated the potent ia l  o l 'c lcrmocrat ic  ru lc ,  bul
the ncecl  to  iurp lentent  nrct rsures l r .h ich can help
rnaturity.

Countrics u'ith a lottg democratic tradition are obvior-rslv in a cli l ' l 'crent his-
torical situation f 'rclm thosc that harue unclergone a suddcn trunsiti<ln t,, A.n,u,i-
racy f iom colonia l  c l r  author i tar ian ru lc .  In  thc lbrrner ,  i t  is  r rn l i l ic ly  that
elcctions lvil l  be clisrupted by lvidcsprctrd rriolencc, rvhereas irr thc l irttcr lrolclins
licc and lair elections r,r ' ' i thout violent intimidation is oficn a problcrn. l)cmocli
racv requi res the c ievelopment  o l  an cthos,  and accordingl r , ,  carr r rot  bc bui l t
overn ight .  Such an ethos inc ludes pol i t ica l  to lerancc. ,  a  mrrk ing rc l i r t ionship
bctr ' l 'een opposing pol i t ica lpar t ies and leaders that  exc luc lcs r , io lcncc f t l r  lhe sake
ol '  the coml) tot t  goocl .  ancl ,  o l '  course,  the bui ld ing o l '  a  s t rong c i r r i l  soc ic ly . ' l 'h is
takes cor ts iderable c l for t .  In  cstabl ishecl  democracics thc chi r l lcngc is  to  I 'ccp thc
demt lcrer t ic  sp i r i t  t r l ive t tnd not  takc democr-acy lbr  gruntcc l .  Hencc the nect l  both
fbr civil socie t) ' artcl lcrr a grort ing apprerciation of' thc dcmocrulic rrisiorr. Irr those
coltntrics rvhcre clernocrercy is a recent introc|,rction thcrrc is a neccl l irr cotrstl l i-
dat ing n4rat  has bcen achicved.  lbr  thc c levelopnlent  o l 'appropr iate inst i lu t ions,
as nell as to prcss on urgcntly torvarcl the clenrocrutic transfornrirt iorr ol socicty.
' l 'here now cx is ts  a growing netr ,vork o l ' inst . i tu t ions ancl  agencics arot t t t t l  thc

wor lc i  whose mandate is  to  fac: i l i ta te the t ransi t ion to c ier locrac l ,  in  cout l l r ies
unclergoing such changc.  At  the same t imc o lder  denrc lcruc ics nrav l t 'e l l  lc i t r t l  i t

great  c leal  l ' rom the ne\ \ 'cr r :  ior  i l 'democracy is  to  real izc i ls  polcnt ia l  i r l ld  lu l l i l l

i ts  pror t t ise,  i t  reqLr i res corrst t rnt  cr i t iqr rc ,  r lcvckrprnc-nt ,  t r r r t l  rev i la l izr r l ior t .
' l 'hc 

t rausi t ion to denrc lcracy, ,  espccier l lv  af tcr  1, ,cars oI  arr thor i tar i i r l l  ( ) r  to t i t l l -

tar ian ru le.  invar i i rb ly  requi rcs that  t r  nat ion dezr l  vu i th i ts  past  h is torv t r l  i t r i t ts-

t ice and opprcssion.  Whi le thc t ransi t ion may rcc lu i rc  pol i t ica l  conrprot t r ises '  t l le

sustainabil ity ol lt 'hat hus beren achievccl clenrands thc orrercornirrg ol legitt 'rer

that  potent i t r l ly  thrcaten to underrrn inc those gains. ' t 'he I ' ru th ar td l lecor lc i l i i t -
t ion ('otnrnission irr South Africa and sirnilar commissiorrs elscvt'herc pr()\ ' iclc

cxamples ol' r,r,ha1 can ancl htrs bcen clone in this regarul. Irollon ing, up lhcir rcL'-

ommer-rdatiotrs has not aln'avs provccl casv or polirically expcdient, hul \\ ' i lht)uj

somc process o[  rcstorat i r re iust ice being inrp lenrented nat ional  hetr l i r lg  a l t t t

reconstruct io l t  e l rc  unl i l ie lv  to  ta l<e p lacc.  And wi t l tout  the la t ter ,  c lcmttcracv Wlrr

bc constant ly  uncler  t .hrcat .
I lul the tratrsit ion to democracy not orrly requires dealing with the perst: it also

requires rcsponding to new issues and concerns. This brings us to the question

glohirJ pol i r  i . . r .  I 'hcy l ,av.
i r l so  i t s  l i - r rg i l i t v  , ,n , i  h .n . .
t tcl t  clclrtr lc 'r-acies t<t 1g3qh
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ment but also as it cottl. inuiltg mtlral c1r.rest, thctt trs soon ils ctt ' tt. slas.c

in the struggle for justice and cquity, otht-r issr.res emerS,c thitt neetl tt l

ressed and embodiecl in democratic practice. ' l 'htl extcnsion ttf the irarr-

tO freed slartcs or \ IOmcIl in many countrics carnc abtlut long allcr thgse

ries - the Ilnited States and Sr,l ' i tzerland are good cxtulples had crnbarked

the path o l 'dcntocracy.  So,  toc lay,  lhe r ights of  hornosexuals,  o l 'upb<trn

of refugees allcl loreigners Inore generall l '  are- matters tl l  ctlnsiclcrtrble

in the shaping, ol ' conternporarlt de-mocratic Icgislation. Sorne nttlrrlt l

argue that  demt lcracy shot t ld  er lcompt lss animi l l  r ights t rs  n 'e l l .

t roughout  th is  essal ' l  have etnphasizecl  the i r . t - tpor la l t t 'c  of  c i r r i l  soc ic l t ' i r t

consolidzrtion erncl protecticrn oi clem<lcrac\'. Itr t latrv cotttttr ies the tritttsit ittrt

democracy has comc about bcrrtrt)^c (f pressure frttrn cirri l  sttcictr,; i tr rttt

is  democrat ic  t ranslbr tnat io t t  possib le t l ' i t / r i r r t l  such p i t r t ic ip t r l ior r .  . . \

c iv i l  soc iety is  ind ispcnsablc i l '  c lcmocrat ic  t ransi t ion f rom t tuthor i l t t r i t t r t

is  to  be susta ined,  reversals  res is tcc l ,  and democ:rat ic  t ranst i l r t t t t t l i t t t r

This  br ings us to the contentporary rg lc  9 l ' the Chr is t i t ln  church.  a lgr lg

other  la i th  cot t tmt tn i t ics.  in  c lcm<lcrat iz t r t ion,

h Communit ies and Civi l  Socicty

a thcrolog,ical pcrspectivc. thc c:hltrch t 'tttr ltcvcr bc regardccl its sitttplr

r  NGO nr i t l t i t t  c iv i l  soc iet r , .  Nonethcless,  th t ' t 'hurch -  a lor lg  vr ' i th  othct

communi t ies is  a s igrr i f icant  inst i tu t ion u i th in c iv i l  soc ic t r ' .  l ispct ' i i r l lY i r r

t ie th-century dcrrocrat ic  t r i r r - rs i l i< tns.  the church has p la l 'e t l  i r  l i .cv r t l lc  i t l  i t

r ie ty  of  contcx ls ,  l ,hethcr  in  castcrn l iuropc ( lb l t rnc l  i rnc l  the l i r r r r lcr  l ' . i ls l

Germany),  orLat in ; \ rper ica (Nicarag,ua is  a good crarr rp le ) ,  or  Sot t th ; \ f ' r ic i r .  l r t

South Afr ica t [c  ccrr ; ;e l ica l  church u 'as c lccply  involvcc i  bot l t  i r t  the st r t rgt l t '
against  apar theid arr r l  ip  lhc proc--csses n 'h ich l rd lo  thc ' l ransi l i t t r t  l t r  r l t - ' l l lo t ' t ' i t t ' \ .
Th i shappened  i n  a  vu r i e t J ,o l ' u ' a1 ,5 ,  bo th  a t  t l t c  n r r l i r l r t i r l l c ve l  i r r t c l  i t t  t r l i t t l v  l o t ' i t l
contexts.  [ r<t r  eramtt lc .  the ccuntcnical  pc i rcc ntot t i tor i t tg  l i rs l i  l i r r t 'c  e: t i rb l isht ' t l
by the South Al i ica i r  Count , i l  o l  ( . l tu lches u, i th  thc hc lp o l  overrse as e( ' r l l l le  l t i ( ' i l l

Dar tncrs was o l 'c t lns ic lcrable importancc iu  crr i rb l i r r r :  l ree t rnc l  I i t i r  e lcct ior ts  t t t
take p lace in  lc)94.  lpc lccc i ,  the church hacl  i ts  ou ' r r  urr ique i tnc l  spcci l ic  c t l t t t r i -
but ion to rnal ic  because of  i ts  d i rcct  conncct lon to grassroots c t t t r t l ru t r i t ics at l t l
the i r  leadcrship.  L i l ieyy ise,  as in  the c iv i l  r ights s t rugglc i r t  t l lc  l ln i lec l  St t r tcs,
Where voter rcg.istration 1r,as suclr a kcv issr.re. thc churclr has olicrl plal 'ed tt Vittt l
r o l e  i n  vo te r  e iuc i r l i t r r r .

At  a local  lcvc ' I .  lh i -  r t l lc  o l '  t l - re churchcs has 1o rb u ' i t l r  thc l r t r i lc l i r lg  o l  cr l t t l -
IDunities in which par-tici ltattlrv democnrcv is practit 'c-d, ()f course, chttrches arc

en vcry hierarchit:al, ptrtriarcl.ral, ttncl unciernocratic. a trtttttcr to t 'r 'hich u'c

l l  shor t ly  ret r l l t .  l3 t r t  there are mal ly  examples o l 'cgngregat ions in  whic l ' r

unity lzry lezrdcrship is encouraged, along r,r ' i th the development of' thc
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unions,  N( los,  c iv ic  associ t r t ions.  ancl  thc l ihe havc had thei r  in l i , , r  , ._
krcalchurches. I 'h is  nas cer la inry t rue in  Br i ta in in  the n inere"" ' , ' i . ' , . . l l i ln 'n*  in
i t  has bcen tn le morc recent ly  in  South Al r ica and c lsewhere.  

"  " ' t turYQhd

Just  as the church is  o l teu undemocrat ic ,  so i t  is  of ten ethnicalh,  , . , ,^ . , ,
there are also many instances n,here the church, at both a rt, ider 

"' ' .rve But
Icvel. rc'presents a divc'rsity of culture and polit icalideologv. ,rr ru,.r. '" i i*0.. 'olul
pt t te t t t ia l  to  bui ld  that  nen,cthos of '  understancl ing and ,u i " ro, r . . , l , l r , , ' ,1 ] , , " : :  t ! .

of cliffercnt cthnic communities rvithout which democracy i, i ,"o,,rr, i. i f 
, '^Yl.

South Africa serves as an example: apartheicr in the chuich ,";, ,r,;; i :rr,1*"i ' :
l iced. but it is also trr-re that tnan1, people of dif lercnl racitrl r-,,,.ru.,,,,"],"u,l1tl
more meaningi i r l  contact  l t r i th  each other  through thc chLrrch"r  ' l ; . , , ,  , , r , ;g . l :
crally the case clsewhere.

' [ 'h is  ra ises a fur f  her  issue of  funclamc-nta l  importancc,  namelv l l r .  rced forChristians to ctlcl; lerate n'ith people crf other laiths in buikling a (lcrlocratic
crtlturc. In the struggle against apartheid pcople ol'cl i l ' ferent l 'aiths disc*,..;;; i
only that they could n'ork together for iustice, but also that they shart,cl sirnilar
vttlttes^ ttt lr l cotlccrns irt doing so. I lven thciuglt belicvers clisagrcc rln rpirrry t6ings
of  i tnpor tance,  a l l  thc gret r t  re l ig ious t rac ' l i l ions af f i rm the t l ign i t i ,  , l  human
bcings.  the need l i r r  j t ts t ice,  cqui ty .  ernd compassiorr  in  socie l r i ' l 'hcsc yrr lqes (ant i
thcre are o l l - rcrs)  are of  cr tns iderable importance i r - r  shaping i r  t ru l - r , r1 ' r r recrat ic
at rc l  c iv i l  sr lc ie ty .  L l  lact ,  such i r  soc iet ,v  cannot  cornc in to l rc ine,r  c . \ is t  \ , \ , i thor t
l l t c n r .

fu l t ls l  rc l ig ic lus t radi l ions,  f r r r  example,  s t ress the impor l i rncc o l '  thc ipr l iv idual
at tc l  o f  the cot l r t r l l t t r i ty .  ar tc l  seeh to mainta in thc value o l  b<l th n, i thorr t  t r lkxr-
i r lg  the fcr r tncr  to  c legcnerate in to a sc l f ish inc l iv ic lual isr r r .  or  thc l r r r ter- in to a
depcrsot la l izec i  co l lect iv is tn.  For  th is  reason,  sorne re l ig iorrs  l r t rc l i t ior rs  l r rc  cr i l i -
ca l  of  thc r t ' t t f  in  n 'h ic l t  l ibera lc lemclcract , too of tc .n exer l ts  hurn i rn l icr t lonr  i r l rove
strc ia l  responsib i l i ty  especia l l - f  in  thc ec.rn. rmic sphere ;  or  t l r t ' rvay i r r  n  h ic l r  lo ta l -
i tar i t t t t  communism has c leniec l  human l reedom i r r  the in tcrests o l '  nr i r in t t r in i r rg
cet l t ra l  contr t l l  over  a l l  aspccts of ' l i l 'e ,  lVtany o l ' l l te  nta j r t r  re l ig iorrs  l r i rc l i l ions
strcss thc t tccc l  lbr  cc l tn tnuni tv-bui ld ing in  l t 'h ich indiv ic l r ra l  ncecls  anr l  r ig l r ls  arc
inseparable from a comtnitment to the common goocl. \Vhilc this rrrirr, [t,con-
tested by manv aclvocutes of ' l ibcra l  dentocracl , ,  l iom a ( ,hr is l ian thcolouical  Pr : r -
spccl i r re i t  is  the eSs^cl tcc of ' r lcr r rocrac-r ' (L lar th lc) ( r { ) ;  Nic .buhr  lcJ6O: \ l i r r - j t i r i r t
I  9 | J 6 :  | ) o r r i c r r  I  9 9 ( ) ) .

I t  is  nr l l  surpr is ing that  pol i t ica l  and re l ig ious rac l ic i r l is rn anci  l i rndarr- rcnta l -
i sn r l l on r i sh ins i t un t i onso l  po l i t i ca l  unce r ta in l l , t r nc l t r ans i t i o r r . l l u tu r l r r j o r t eS l
<tl a trull ' t 'rcc ancl cte'mtlcratic society is thc extent to vr,hich it pcrmits trncl pro-
tc'cts religit lus l icedorn - no1 just the l iecclom of n,orship, but also the l ieeclorrt
o l '  rv i tncss ar ld socia l  cr i t ique.  Rel ig ious commitmept  g l lep leacls  tc l  ip to lerat tce
Iot't 'ard othcrs, reinltrrcitrg sociti l  and polit ical clivisions, atnd proviciing r'r ' lraf
believers regard as divine sanction for conll icting positions, n, i, the case irr
Northern lrcland, ther Middle East, India, ancl elsewhere. Relieious conflict in
South Africa has been largely among christians, who have beeniadicall l ctivided

ti{,i,
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heen vcry l i t t le  conf l i t ' t  hetn 'ecn lhr 'adheretr ts  o l  t l i l ' f t ' t ' t 'n t  [ i t i t l t  t 'o l l ln tu l l i -

tt ough the p01cn1ial for strch conll ict is undoub_tedlv there.

ent antong people ol'cl i l l 'erent { 'aiths ancl el,en ol the satme lraditit lr l

iLUt., ut is polit ical disagrccmeut tt ' i thin a natiot't; i t is also hetrlthv i l '  tr

, t, 6o 4sve.lop and change for the better. Indeed. the interactiott ol ' t 'on-

views is of the esseltce of dernocracy, which is n'hy some rcligiptts

s that  s t ress the i rnpor tance of 'cot rsc ient ious c l issetr t  h tn 'c  p l t r l 'c t l  i t r r

n, 1rir11l1icral role in shaping denrocratic socictics. I lr-rt all of this retlLtircs

Ieveloprnent ttf a culture of tolcrance, respect, and mutual unclc'rstanclit lg

, | in  the churches and othcr  l t r i th  cornmuni l ies.  In  adopt i l rg  such a

Ce, religious believers wil l not onll ' '  learn holtr to relate to one atlother. thtv

also be making a marior contribution to the devcloptltcnt of a clctnocratir:

re.
ihis b.oadet-ring o[' ccunrenical vision dclcs l l()l nlctlt l  a lack ol' corlc'crtt l irr

r  t r u th  c l a ims  o l  t h t '  ( ' h r i s t i an  ( i osp t ' 1 .  no r  does  d iak rg t r t '  i n l p l l '  l r n  t ' t t t l  1 , ,

Tolerancc cloes trot indicate a lack of conce rl l ftrr the truth, btrt an abil it l '

speak the t ruth in  such a n, t ry  that  i t  hc lps to bui ld  rathcr  thal t  brcal i  dor t ' l l

mmunity. It enc6urages a very clif ierent attitutlc ancl apprtlach to$'ttrcl t l l l tct '

,  ancl  a shar ing together  n i th  thcm in cnsur ing i r - rs t ice i t r  soc iet l ,  i l r

ing wi th the enr , i ronrncnta l  cr is is ,  arr t l  in  enabl ing hut l l i t t lc  v t t l t tcs t t t  l lor t r -

Churches and gther  re l ig ior- rs  conrmuni t ies can hclp thei r  erc l l tcrc t ' t ts  t r r

ithange their or,vn attitudes atrcl pcrspectirrcs. learn hon' to fbrgivL: l l tttsc tt ' l l tr

ihave wronged them, and help thtlse n'ho are guiltv of opprc'ssing tlthcrs to sct'

the need to make rcstitution etnd reparitLion. Chltrches sht-rulcl ctlable pcoplc lrr

handle differelce apd change, to l iye through crises. atrcl to participtlte nlore

ftrl ly and creatively in the processes of sclcial trunslirrmtrtion. lrt nlitt lY plttt ' ts'

churches have lhepotcnl ia l  to  crc 'ate anr l  susta in a vust  l le l  \ \ ' ( r rk  r l l 'Pet lp le r t 'h t r

dOcare, vr,h<t ckr havc a sense ol iusticc. rtncl lt 'htl. through tltc rcsoltrccs tl[ ' thcir

faith and mutual support, crrn cope with soci:rl translirrmirtion. N'{oreovcr. l l l i l l lV

churches,  c-specia l l i ,  th6se nhich st ress lay p l r t ic ipat iop at rd rcspor ls ib i l i l r "
prov ide a t ra in i lg  g. . ru lc l  [6r  c levelopi r tg in terpersgr ta l  sk i l ls  th i t l  i r r t 'o l ' r ' i l i r l

importance ir-., ccrmmunity-builcl ing irnd. $'hcre ltcccssarv, in helpirtg lo resolVt'

conflict in a cretrtirre nay.
A demgcrat ic  grc lcr  i r i rp l ics that  t l rere l t i l l  be u genl t i t te  septr ra l io t l  o l  "c l t t r rc l t

and state."  ln  manl ' .n . , , . , t . i . ' ,  i l r  F iur t lpe.  th is  is  conlp l icatec l  b1 ' thc t r is tet lcc o l

establ ished church. 's ,  par t  ( ) f  the legact ,0 l 'Chr is tendOm. I ror  sot t tc  oI  thc ln t l i ' -

establ ishmept  might  not  be a real is t ic  opt iorr ,  nor  n,c lu lc l  i1  necessar i l l ' t r t i t l 'c
them mclre efl 'ectiye i1 scrving thc conrmon gttocl. I lut evcrt so. tt t letl l t 'ctitcJ'
requires that all faith comnrunities shoulcl be respected sncl treatcd [ 'airlv bv

those in author i ty . ' l 'h is  t ras i rnpcl r tant  i rnpl icat ions for  isst tcs such t ts  rc l ig i t r [ ts

educat ion in  sc i r r io ls ,  as nel l  as lor  the bnrader ro le n 'h ich re l ig ior t  rn ig l - r t  p l i ry  i r t

public l i l 'e rnclre generally. C'erttrinly, the separation of' "church eltlt l  state" trectl

not mean that prayer is excluded from public events, or that a natit lnal anthem

does not rel 'er t. C;oct (after all '  "Nkosi Sikele' iAfrika' ' '  the South African national
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al l  fa i ths,  t rs  rve l l  as people lvho are secular  in  c lut look,  should be ablc t ,  i r t -^ . .^
wi th thc syrnbols o l '  the nat ion ancl  regarc l  them as thei r  own.  

' " ' ' t t l lV

'l 'hc separation o[ churt:h and state also mettns that rcligious

shoulcl have thc necessary ti'ecdom to n,orship and livc out their illiill ':l5'
lil 'e. Part ol vvhat this means is that religious communities have,, ,"*n,,nr,i'ill]
to the broader public. Religion is not siurply something, ol the privare ,ph;;J
Hence religiorrs {iecdorn is neccssar-\, rtot on[-r, tbr the purp()sc ,rl ' uorship, 6li

;[:.': iil:1 T J:ilJfi :: ",lf 'i::ff i' :, i 
":1" 

": #]l :.,f ,i ii lf j; I l; :.;i,,i' :[ ;
clernocracy: it is rather a l ieeclorn that is derivccl l iorn laithlultress lo the witriess
ol thc church. u\nd it is thror-rgh exercising this freeclorn. antl cspccially its
prophctic l,r, itness to justicc trnd cquity, thzrt thc church best scrves thc cienroc-
ra l  ic  r r is ion.

Crit ical Theology and Prophetic Witncss

' l 'he dernocrat ie  l i r^ iorr  o1 iust icc and equi ty  has i ts  or ig ins i t t  the rnessi i rn ic  hope

for n society in vyhicl-r the rcign of (lod's s/rcftlrt wil l becorne tr rctrl i t l ,. ()l cottrsc,

thc custodians o l '  th is  v is ion,  n,hcthcr  Ier t ' ish or  Chr isL ian,  havc r t l ie t t  I i r i led to

r i r , i t r tess [a i th l i r l lv  lo  i ts  demancls.  r \s  a resul t .  the v is ic ln hus l tcct t  sec l t l i t r izcc l  in

various vvilys, sonle of them rericllutionary. as in Nlarxistt-t. ' l 'hcsc too lttrve gen-

crally failcd to lull i l l  their promisc of a ncw and iust lr,orld ordcr. IJut thc vision

has etrcluretl, ancl it re-elncrges through histtlry out 9f thc [ortgirlg lor or t lte

cxper ience o[  l iberat ion l iom oppression,  the st ruggle to a l l i r rn hLt ln t t t t  eqtra l i ty

ancl  achievc socia l  lust icc.  Fur thermore.  i t  cont inrra l ly  renr inc ls  t rs  t l t i t t  the

louchstone ol'tr truly clernocrtrt ic sclciety is the nray in r'vhich it cares l irr t l lc t l is-

advantagecl ,  and thus scel is  to  c level t rp s t ructures in  vr ,h ich t r l l  sh i r rc  c t l t r i t i rh lv . i t t

t r  nul ion 's  or  g lobtr l  resnurccs.  l i tgp ian as i t  rnaV appear,  th is  prophet ic  i r r t l tu lse

has bcen the dr iv ing lbrce behind thc st ruggle lbr  c lemocrt r t ic  t rar ts lot ' t t l i t t io l r  i l t

nrartl,parts ol the r,r,orlcl, et'cn i l i ts religioris r()ots are oftctr ttnitcl inol\ ' lcclgccl'
' l 'hc 

establishrnernt ol tr ucrv den.rocratic social orclcr irt lbrnlerl l '  oppressiVe t 'ott-

lexts r ' r ' i l l  not  l t r ing in  t i top ia or  the l i ingckrm ol  ( loc l .  but  n ' i th t lu t  s t tc l . r  expccta-

tion and hopt,, the struggle l irr clcmocratic trartslbrtnaticln u'i l l  not be engag,t'cl

Cr i t ica l  theological  rc l lcct iop on demclcracy Int ls t  cgnt inutr l l l '  re l t t rn t ( )  tn ls

l r ro l rhct ic  sor l rce of  Chr is l ian f t r i th .  In  c lo ing io ,  n 'e neer l  to  rcnretnber t l ' ra t  t l re

strugglc for i iemgcrtrcy has oftelt in the past bcetr a struggle agairtst i l  l 'etlL'-

t ionary c,hurch n l t ich has r lone ever l ' th ing in  i ls  porrver  to prcvct l t  soc ia l  c l t i r t tgc '

\ 'Vithin ttre Old'l 'cslarne nt citnon itself thcre is tension bctr,vecn thc roytrl tr i l jec-

tory. u,ith its tcnclency loward absolutism, and the egalitari lr l traiecttlry t lf thc

eighth-centur\r B('F prtlphets. This tensi<ln has cclntinuecl throullh Christialt

history. But the prophctic tradition proviclcs tlte basis upon which ChristianilY

must reiect all absolutist polit ical claims as idolatrclus because tl-rey invariablY
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al  theological  leg i t in ta l ion to a l ly  par t icu lar  cxpr t 'ss iot l  o l  t lcnrocr i rc \ ' ,  l i r r

too can casily lead to its corrtlptit ln'

rJ  proph. t i .  t radi t ion a lso pro l , ic lcs thc church r iv i th  thc basis , l i r r  dcal ing

i ' r r rr"r  such as nat ignal sovereigntv in relat i t rnship to global t leeds'  lor

lpl", '" the clcvclopment ol' entrironmental,policics "rrd fi"_tll:-::,,l1tl:l l l l l
; ; ; i " - , lac ing the future 9[  humani ty .  not  leasl  those cotrcerr t i r lg  lhc u 'or lc l

I^*i. ortle-r, srlcial cltvelopment. health. arrd the ellf ir()I l l l letlt. arc tlot atlci

rot  be conl inecl  vy i th in r rat ional  boundar ies.  l t l ternat io l la l  cooperat i t l t l  i t t lc l

i ru f  * t f f  er rc  esserrr ia l  i l ' they are to be detr l t  n ' i th  s t r t is f i rc tor i l l ' .  l t ts t  : rs  the

betwcen indi r , idutr l  and comrnuni tv  i t t tcrcsts is  c lca l t  n ' i th  througl t  l l t t '

rt ic proccss, stt therc is ntl othcr l\)ay l i lr the lulure o[' just ancl pcacelirl

fo l i t ics thatr  thrgugh c lca l ing y i ' i th  thc tc t ls iq t r  betn 'ccn t r t t t ig t ra l  t t t lc l  i t t ler -

ral interests in the Sanlc \,\ray. A clcmocratic rvorld orclcr docs l lol l l lctl l l

fosing the Wcstcrn model otl all r latiotls. lrut cleveloping, tr gerruirlclt '  globirl

Lo.ru-ti. r lrricr through n'hich mattcrs ol ' gl<lbal conccrll ctrtr be addressecl'

Eu"n o, Clhristiarls rightl l '  and l lecesstlri ly scr:l i  to engage in natit lrt- i. l tr i l t l ir lg'

} v m u s t l r t , r r ' a r y r r l ' t h t . t l r r n g c r s r r | . t t i r t i t t n i r l i s t t t ' ' l . h t ' r e l i r l i t r r r s l t i p l . r ' t r t t ' t . t t
u ine nar t ional  aspi rat i0ns,  i ls  in  bui lc l ing a t la t io t ' t  o l t l  o t  the nt i r ls  o l

r theid,  and a nat iOntr l ism that  leacls  to xenolr l tob ia ant l  c \ ie l l  \ \ ' i l r  t tg , i t i t ls l

treighboring statcs. is a crit icul issuc ltrcing cietrlocracies ancl the clrurchcs"l 'hc

eOliapse of cgmmnnisrn in esstertt l iurtlpe resuheci nol otl lf ir l the i lttctl lpl 1()

Create dernocrat ic  societ ies.  l lu t  a lso i r l  thc rcs l t rgc l tce r l l 'h is tor ic ' t t : t l i t lu i t l is t l ts

that  have thrcatcnecl  thc stabi l i t -V o l ' t l lc  rcg ion ancl  led t< l  c thnic  c l t ' t r r rs i r rg 
' l 'h t '

chu rch  i l s  a l l  ( ' ( t l l ne l l i ( ' i l l  ( ' ( ) l l l l l l un i l l '  l t l r s  i l  l \ ( ' \ '  l - ( ) l ( '  t o  p l i r r  i t t  t  o t l t t l t ' r i t l i l  i t t l r

form of  nat i ( )nal ism rrnc l  patr io t isr11 th i t t  is  t r r lcr i t ica l .  l i r rgois t ic"  i t t t t l  t t r t i t ts l '

National sovereigltty has lcgitinracl'. but not itr atlv ttbsoltt le sctlse.

In thc chr . r rch st rugglc a l i r i , rs t  aptr r thei t l .  c l ' i t ica l  t l tc t l logv hat l  thc c lc t t r  t i ts l '

o f  counter ing the ic lg iat ry . , f ' rac ism; toc luy,  r , r , ' i th i t t  t t  secr t l t t r  c le  t ] rocr t r t i t 'sot  i t ' l t

commit ted to mul t icu l tura l  ant l  re l ig iot ts  to lerat rce,  the chi r l ler lg ,c  is  to  cr ls t l t 'c

that both L'hristi lp laith alci tIcolog-V rctnain publicty crlgtrgc'cl itr lcl l lropltctit"
I t is  not  easV lor  prophcts yyhg have supp<lr tec l  the ct t t tse t l l ' l iber t l t i t l r r  1()  c \cr t i \c

their crit icri l  ,,.ait aiainst l i lnncr contrttt lts rt 'htl hirvc l innllv irclrieVcd llttu'er' l tt

SoUth Afr ica,  fcr r  ernmple .  thcrc is  s t i l I  thc nect l  to  spcal< out  agtr i t ls t  (  ( ) r r t tPI i ( r l ] '

t he  abusc  n i  p t ' * t ' '  r i r t ' i i r l  i l t t t l  8 ( ' l l ( l ( ' r  t l i s t ' r i r n i r r i r l i ( ) t l '  ( ' ( ' ( ) l l ( ) l l l i t ' i t r i t r s t r t t "  t l r t '

destruct ion. , i  ,h"  envi ronrnent .  ancl  r , r 'h t r lcvcr  e lsr ' t r t i tv  destr t l t ' thc r t 'c l l -be ' i t ' tg '

o f  society.  In  th is  regarc l ,  l iey qucst ions t lecc l  to  l lc  t r t lc l ressccl . ' l 'h is  cr i t ica l  tas l l  is

essent ia l  for  thc l 'u turc ru" i l -b" i , tg  p l 'c lc t locr l t ic  s t lc ic t l '  r rot  i t rs l  i r t  thc t ten '

democracies t  u i , ,Lr1r in thgse that  at re h is t r l r ica l ly  n 'e l l -es l t rb l ishecl '  For  cxarnplc '

how d 'es the church a l t j rm c lcrnocr i i t ic  va lucs anr l  goals r t i thout  se l l ing ot t t  t t l

I  secular  idc<l logv i r t  n 'h ich Chr is t ian la i th  i r rev i tably  becomes pr ivat izecl? What

contr ibut ion cau ancl  should Chr is t ian thcologiat ts  mtt l ic  to  contcmporarv

democratic thcory and praxis?

If the prophetic vision provicles the necessary utopian and icon<lclastic basis

to..rit i .oLiheological reflectio' and ecclesial praxis, reflection on tl-re doctrine
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' t 'h ich dcnrocracv ht rs  bcconre a carsual ty  o l '  the contrudic t ions 1Inc leed.  bv br ingi i rg the pr 'phet ic  (cr i t icar)  and the t r in i rar i t r ,  , . , , , . ' f  ,^ t 'd" .n, , r .
Indeed.  b '  br inging the pr 'phet ic  (cr i t ica l )  a 'd the t r in i rar i t r ,  { -  c" ' r "x)dehi ty .
s ions o l ' ( ' l r r is t i : rn  theological  rc l lect ion ancr  t radi t ion toseth. r , ; ; , ' * . : ' - ' t0 i rnen-siotrs ol' (' ltristi:rtr theological rcllection ancl tradition tege t5cr *;;;:l l l 'T.n-
IogicaI basis t i r r  both contr ibut ing to the debatc aboul c ienrrr , . , . , , , . . .  .  . " ' ) ' t  a theo-Iog icaI  basis  t i r r  both contr ibut ing to the debatc aboul  c ienr . . , .u . r ] ,L  ( r r / r / u r  L r r l l t ( r ( . | _ i l C \ r  ; r n / l  ^ .
l he  t ' l t u r r ' l t  l o  d i s t t ' r r r  i t s  r o l c  l , r ' i t h i n  l he  d t , l r , c r i r t i t , p r . t . ess .  

. " '  ( " ' u  t ' nab l i ng

Thc triune (bcl. in whclm christians belier,c, is nrt a h'nrrgcr.r,
i tv in rrvhich thc uniqucncss of each person is subsumect r,r ' i rhirr, l l ] i , l i : ] l : t l '
a cornr . r . runi t - r '  n ' i th in vyhich lhc-  d is t inctness of  each person is  a l l i r r  

- .  "  " ' r tc '  but

ftrrc r'r'ithirr nhich the orhcr rcmains a sigrriricant otrrer. ,.\r ,tr,, ,,'lil,tlilljh:t:
is ,ne,  br . r t  . r t  the mon' l i th ic ,  patr iarchal  so 'ere ign o l  the ur i r ,e . .  

" ' -  " " rc '  t io4

human history, rclarionships, struggles, anclsul ' l 'ei ings. r lv.nir l .*;:T:f j :H
theology cannot support an understancling of society that pr,rrr i ,res ircl ividual
scl f - in tcrest  at  the cxpensc o l '1he cornmon good,  cverr  unt lcr  l l rc  grr isc. l .per-
sonal freeclor.t ls' IJr-rt equtrl lr i a lr initarian tlterl logt, celnr)ol sul)l lorl irrr Lrndcr-
star td i l tg  c l l 'soc iety  in  n 'h ich personal  ic lent i {y  ancl  l ieeclonr  a, - , :  { . i , , , rp lec l  ,n  by
a collective. [t is not casy to avoicl thesc tnro tcndencies unc.ler c.ertuin trisl.ricti l
circumstatlces. I lul a trull '  clemocratic clrcler, f iorl a lr init irriatr perspeclive,
rc 'c lu i res const t tn l  c l ' l i r r t  lo  d iscern n,ays of  t r i rnscending th is  spl i t  bct r1,ec l  ind i -
' ic lual isnr  and col lect iv isnr .  r , r 'h ich has bedevi re 'd the debtr lc  l ) r , t \ \ .ccn l ibera l ism
an t l  soc ia l i s t r l ,  anc l  1o  deve lop  a r r  unde rs tund ing  o l ' hu rna t r  sgc i i r l i l , r , i r r  yyh i ch
bt l t l t  i r lc i iv ic l t ra l  r ights at rc l  the common goocl  are conrplcrnurr i r ry  r i r ther  t l ran
con l l i c t ua l .

The Clhurch as Democratic Model

l : ronr  thc bcgi r tn i t rg o l ' the ( 'hr is t ian movenrent  thc ro lc  c l f ' lhe c 'hrr rch i r r  society
I t i ls  bcet t  t to t  only  tc l  proc la i rn the mcssagc o l '  the re ign of  ( loc l  brr t  lo  scel i  to  bc
t t  s igt r  o l  that  rc igr t  rv i t l ' r in  i ts  on,n ecclcs ia l  l i l 'c  and stnrct r t res.  FIcncc,  in  the
course r l l  Cl t r is t ian h is torv.  canon lavy anci  lhc pol i tv  of  thc r ,kA' / r ,s ia havc h i rd a
t ' t l t ls i t ler i r l r le  i r t l l l rencc '  on lhe shapir rg o l '  Western const i tu t ional  lau ( l lc r t t la t l
l t J l t  l ) .  l r r t r t hc r t t t o r c ,  i n  t nan l ' s i t ua t i o t r s .  s r . r ch  as  t hc ' l ' h i r c l  Re i ch ,  t he  s t ru ( ' t r l r c
o l  the chrr r th bc:came t t  nrat ter  of  cc lns ic lcr t rb le thcologicul  ancl  pol i t ica l  i r t tpor- ,
tancc.  r \s  t l te  l larntc l t  [ )cc larat ion o l '  ]  c)  l - l  inc l icates,  ic ieological  cr i t iq t le  o l
Ntrzisnl t ltt i ls owt.t r,r ' trs insuf' l icient: thcre lvas also the neecl l irr an eccli 'siolog]'
o f  hunt i rn soc ' ia l i tv  t rnc l  sr t l ic lar i tv

As t ' l le t l l io t tc t l  prev iousl r ' ,  l ) - t l rn  a theological  perspcct ive t l - re church is  r l0 t
simplf itnothcr 1\(iO, thoLrgh it is part of' civil societ,1,. N(lOs arc cssentiall-r, r,,,1-
ut t tarv orgt t t ' l iz t t t ions cal lcd in to being to scrve a par t icp lar  ro le at  a g ivcn t i t t lc
in society. rrnd generally cclmposed of l ike-mindecl people. oncc their purpose ha^s
beetr scrvecl, and somctimes once tlrcir fcrunt]er or lcader is no longer inr,olved,
N(los tend to dissohre or are disbanded. The church, on the othe,r hand, is a corl-
munity of very diverse people who have been btrptized "into christ," that is, they
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. inate i r  an orgunir ' l i l l ' that  ex is ts  bc1 'oncl  themselves or  thc i r  on ' t r  cht t i t 'c .

io i  u  purp, . l re  thal  dcr ivcs f rorn ( iod 's  purposc for  t l rc  u 'or ld . ' l ' l te  chtr rc l t .
'" i. 

not a democracti t l tat is. tt cttt lrtttLtnity that is g<x'tlrned by thc pe6ll lt '

[r rft. pettplc, ftrr.Clrrist is the hc'ad ol' thc'lxrdy tl 'rttt exists to,scrvc the ptrr-

of  Coa. ' l 'h is  uuclcrst tu ld i t tg  of  thc chtr rch is ,  as r t l re  ac lv  e t l r l r l tas izet l ,  a  t l le-

a l  one,  but  i l  is  esscr t t i t r l  l i r r  the c l turch 's  or t ' t l  sc l f -unclerst i tnc l ing,  thal  is .

for  the church lo  r r r rc lerstand i ts  pt r r t icu l i t r  ancl  pectr l iar  ro le i l l  soc ic l r ' .

c tur" t r  ex is ts  bgth as i l  n lcans to an er t t l  t l - rat  has to do r ' r ' i lh  ( l t lc l 's  jLrs l ice

shalom, and as an errc l  in  i tse l l ' ,  that  is ,  i ls  a ( 'o l t t l l t t t r r i tv  i t t  u 'h ich ht t t t l t t t t

ions are t ransccndecl  i r t  the "uni tv  t t l  thc Spir i t . "

issues regarcling the rclatit lnship bcti ' t 'ecn tl 'rc churclt atrd clcttrocril( ' \ '  i t l 'c

,  not  least  becausc c l { ' the var i t lus churc l . r  pol i t ies that  ntx l 'cht t ractcr iz t '
j i f ferent  denorni r ra l ions ancl  conl 'ess ions.  I -or  sontc f rat l i l i t l r ts  h ier t t rc l lv  is  o l '

essence of  the chtr rch.  u, l tereas for  o lhers the gt l i t l  is  ar t  egtr l i tar i t t l t  to t l t -

ty ;  and there is  i l  rangc ot  opt i t lns i . rc tn 'eer t  lhcse cnt ls  o l  thc spcctr t t r t t .  I i r t l

church t rac l i t ions r , r , t lu lc l  ins is l  that  thc I i r ra l  author i t t , f t r r  thc c l l t r rc l t  is  r to l

wi l l  o f  the major i ty  [ lu t  the u ' i l l  o1 ' ( loc l  us rcvealct l  i r t  lesr- rs  ( ' l t r is t  " i tccord-

to the scriptures." l ' l t is trlktr,r,s l irr the possibil i ty ol ' t l te propl'rct tvho is scldottl

themajor i ty  but  o l ien lhc authent ic  r r t l ice of  rcr ,c lat t io l t ,  l r t i lccc i ,  l i r r  th t 'c l l t t rch

be a prophet ic  vr , ' i lness in  society i l  has to l rc  carcf ' t t l  t lo l  lo  bec() lne tht  l t t r r t t l l l -

6 f  any  ma lu r i l l , u i l l  n ' h i ch  m igh t  n ' e l l  c ' on l r i t d i c t  t he  ( i ospe l . ' l ' i t l i c .  l i r r -

example.  the nray in  r , t 'h ich lhc Rcich church i r r  Ntrz i  ( ic t ' t t t i t t t - \ ' l .cc i t r t lc  ( ' i lPt ivc

fiothe national n'i l l  and the Nazi persccutiou of lhc lett 's.
j  gut  i f  the church ex is ts  to sen'e ( loc l 's  purposcs of  jus l ice at t t l  pc i tce r t t  thc

wor ld.  ancl  i f  dentocracy is  the besl  pol i t l '  l i r r  t rpproxi rnal i l tF,  lh i t t  go i r l ,  t l lc r r  l l te  re

h a c lear  connect ion betr , r 'ccn thc church 's  l i l 'c  and n ' i tne ss.  t r l t t l  thc st rugulc lor

a just  democracy l l '  c lcrnocracv shorr lc l  pror t to tc  i rur t t i t t t  I t r i l i l l r l r t ' l r t  i t t t t l  l l t r t t t ' -

lsh ing wi th in the bod-r ,pol i t ic ,  hol r 'nruch nrr l re shoulc l  the l i lc  o l  lhc c l t t t r t ' l t

enable i ts  members to d iscover  a in e\ /en decper f  u l l i l l rncnl  r r t rc l  l iecdot l r  i r r  ( ' l r r is l r

l f  the church is  a kcy ins l i tu t ion vr ' i th in c iv i l  soc ic t l r  ancl  in  sonlc \ \ ' i tvs the h i t r ld-

maiden of  dcmocracv.  is  i1  not  i rnpor tarr t  that  thc church i lsc l l 'shotr l t l  c t t t t t l i t le
democra t i c  r , a l ues?  A f i c r  i r l l .  t he  p i r r t i e i p r r l i on  o l ' t l t e  " r t ' ho le  l l co l l l c  o t  ( , t r t l "  i r r
t he  l i f e  o l ' t hc  chu rc l t ,  p9 t  l g t r s t  l ho r rgh  r ro t  u l n ' avs  i n  t l t t ' u .o t ' c r t l i t l g  s l r i l ( ' t L l r cs .
ls  an important  e lcntcrr t  i r r  rnost  lor r ls  o1 'church go\ Ient tnet l l . ' l ' l r is  is  sYt t t l ro l -
ized by the st rcrarnent  g l '  bapt is l r ,  r , r ,h ich t lcc lares that  a l i  l l tose r , r 'ho arc t . r i rPt izct l .
i r respect ive o l  gencler .  so. ' i i l  e l t rss,  or  c t l l t l ic i t l ' .  i t re  t t t r i tcd as ct l l r i t ls  u ' i t l t i t t  o l t t '
body and share tosether  in  the miss ion o l ' the lchr . t rch i r l  lhe r l 'or lc l

The c le-bate abgut  thc t le l tpcr l t iz t r t ign 9 l ' thc chr- t rch is  re 'a l11 'abot t t  thc i r l t l l l i -
cat ions c l f  bapt isr l .  l r ront  t l r is  perspecl ivc.  the holdt rs  o l 'h ier t r r t ' l r ica l  o l t i t 'c 's
should be regarc led us l l rosc v iho scrvc thc peoplc of  ( loc l  rathcr  that l  dot t r i t r r t tc
orrule over them. l 'his rt, irs ccrtainly the unclerstanciirtg ol the Secorrci Vatican
Council, u,hich l,alin Au-rerican l iberation theokrgians be'gan to cxpress in their
"base communitv" ecclesiologies. A sirnilar development tooli place within
[ery1in1517q,emanist theologies, whose crit ique of the dominant paternalistic
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str r rc t r r rcs o1 ' the churchcs lcd t t l  ar r  a l ternat ivc ccc lcs io logy rc l i r tcd rn t r_
dcmocralic lranslbrmation of' sociely. Sornc r\frican incligenous ...1,---"'tt wider

also for,rnrJ u,a_vs to combine hierarchy and participation tlrtrt h,,u" n,',,"^l l.uu
clevclolring the relatit l trship bcln'een tracli l ionitl euhure ,,ncl <1e,1,,, i.,t,^';tat for

l i t r r t  i r t  . \ l r i c r r .  
" ' '  '  d t l c  t r ans i '

I t  is  d i f l icu l t  to  detcrrn inc prec isc ly  to n,hat  extent  such ecr . lcs io l .u ies h" , .^  .
l ' t rc t ,  contr ibuted to the detnocrat iz t t l i< l r t  o l 'soc iet ies t r t  large.  t r , , t , , t  t , , " " ] " .1 ' 'n
huve given embodimc'nt to the clernocrartic r, ' ision ancl rarisccl issLrcs ,h;i.,::t l ,
co l rs ic lerabl r -  inrpor t i rnce l i r r  both churr :h and socie ly .  Anrorrg lhcsr , is th. ; ; ; :
t ior t  o t '  thc rc lnt ionstr ip  bct rveen equal i tv  arrd c l i f fercncc,  t r r r  i r
becr'e criticrrl both lor clernrcracl' a.cl lbr tnc public witress , 

tiil:,lllilJ;

fa i th  today 
- l 'he 

recogni t ion o l 'gcncler  c l i f ' fL ' rence in the l i le  o l  t l rc  c .hrr rch,  and
hort  th is  inrpacts on thc ord inal ion of  rvontcn,  is  c lcar ly  o l ' l i rndtrnrenta l  i rnpor-
{arrce in  ru is ing quesl ions aboul  the re lat ionship [ rc t rvccn patr i i i rchv a ld h ier_
arch1, .  $1, , , ,1d r t r lmctr  u l lou ' themseh,cs tc l  t rc  co-optec l  in to 1he l t icr t r rch ical
s t ruc tu rcs  o l ' t hc  chu rch  ra thc r  t hun  b r i ng  ubo t r t  t he  t r t r ns l i r r r n i r t i on  o l ' l he
church as a lt 'hole in ltruys r,r 'hic-h exprcss human solicltrritr,. t 'nirl l lc cqual
par t ic ipat i r ln .  ovcrcolne patr iarchal  dominat ion,  ancl  pronrote iLrs l ic t '  n ' i th in
society:  L ' ronr  (h is  pcrspect ivc,  cecles ia l  v is ion is  d i rect l l , rc l i r lcd to l l re  l rear t  o l
lhc t lcnrocrut izat ion proccss:  that  is .  1o the shar ing of '  por t ,cr  n ' i th in t l r t ' l i l ' c  of
thc chr-rrch ancl socicl-\,1

, ' \  f i r r thcr  issue of  ccc lcs i t l log ical  s igni t icancc is  the g lobi r l izat ion o l  dt ' tn t lc-
r t rcr , . ' l ' l r is  has nou'bcconrc csscnt ia l  bcctrusc a "gkrbal  in lcrcorr r r t 'c lcdt t t 'ss"  h i ts

crcatc i i  "chains o l '  in tcr loc l i ing pol i t ica l  decis ions ernr l  orr tconrcs iu) t ( ) t t t  s t i l tes

i rnc l  thei r  c i t izens.  a l ter ing thc nt r lure ancl  c lynarnics o l '  r rut i r l r r i r l  po l i t ic i r l  systcnls

thc r r r se r l vcs "  ( t t c l d  199  1 :  39 ) . ' f hus .  n ' h i l c  t hc  f i r cus  o l ' c l c r roc ra l i z i r t i o r r  i r l  t l t c

past  sh i f ic t l  f rorn the c i tv-state to thc nal ion,  s<t  i ls  l i r turc l i r t 'us t t t t rs t  b t ' thc

ecul l lc l le  i ts  s l teh '  l rc t t tnet t isr l r  is  t ' t< l t  pr i r r lar i l l '  abt l t r l  thc chtr rc l l '  [ ru l  i r l lo t t l  i r  j t ts t

rvor lc l  orc ler :  thc seurch l i t r  thc uni ty  < l f  thr :  c l rurc l r .  and i ts  n l iss iot t  r t ' i th i r r  lhc

r,r 'orlcl. are bound up rt. ith rr vision ol the nrrrlt l  charactcrizecl b1, jtrsticc. lreitc'e'
arrd lhe in tegr i ly  o l '  creal ion.

Thc Future of  l )emocracv

l )enrocracv hy ' i ts  ver l 'naturc is  a I ' ragi le  lorn ' r  o l 'goverr t t r tc t t t ,  ar rc l  t l lc  t r t l ts i l i t r l l

f ionr  ar . r  ar . r thor i t i t r iur r  to  i r  dentocrut ic  r l rder  is  brset  n, i th  cr)or t t tous problct t ls '

In  nr : rn\ ,crountr ics the process is  ext rccrbatec l  bv large-*calc  ineql ra l i t ies.  a lac l i

ol ' rcsourc-es, incluciing lnoncy and tirne. and an inadcquate cducation atttt

prepur i r t ior r  l i r r  c lernocrat ic  par t ic ipat ion.  In  countr ies such as South Af i ica,  th is

has been made worse by a legacy of racist oppression irr which perlplc have bcerl
systernatically deprived ol resources. 'Ib assume, then. that a new democ:ratic
order  o l  wor ld i r rs t ice and near:e is  arorrnd the corner  and fhat  a l l  that  is  reoui red

ffii.ilH,liiiii"; ', )=1,'t'1.:i:'^:::':i :,::::,i:lilil "::,il*;':;1il:::'ll':cannt ) t  ign t t rc  t t le  r ts t {  
r  r  . . . -  r r - ^ . . ^  ' ^ ,n r r  t i r * ' ; rn r l  ' r ' r l r l i  i t ' t  a t r t i c ipa t i t l r l

;xiiii,'.";;';, ;;;;;:r.,rr. r", rtrosc 'i,ho live and $()rli i' arrticipati''

,e present dctn,crattc "on't"'n'ot':ll ll]:::ill],]::,?'lTi:: ,ili llllil:lll,:i:'.';';;:il:',".i;,',;'';;;i";;;i i"ii''1"11;'1i,:'l)ll ,).:ll'.;,,::ll.lll:'i""*"'
;ffi iLnd clilnc'rt ,'arch. r.]ut there 

" l";l'l:.']]::Ji ll,T:li:l]:ill,i]l
;ili."'il: l :;' ;.','; ;;: ; : i; J"i':l l: ::::::: ],)'l1i,,ll; ll;l:,'li :u' ",''
affirmation, hot'i'et'er' " thutdclnocrac'1,1eff1:::iy'::'lll'itl]i'ill'll'::ll:
I'JiTilii.',"),.,',"i'"'''';.;-;;k o'".'1"r1 ,t"l:lll':.,:l::'ll ll':::l 

rr't it i: irrr

rhat is worth strivrng i;' itrhnp'^tl"'t f' l:ll]-::l:l]:.:;']i'"::J,i:l:l,il';li
T;i'-r'ili;,i:itl ':i:p:';'t"''t up"" the clevelopr'etrt .l' it spirili 'ritlitf irt

humanfreedor.n,g" , . , .un" . 'u ' ' rnr . tn i t l , ,ar rc larv i l l i t lg , t lcsst ( )sht t ret t t r t ler -

t )F lNIOCltr \C\  
'15 l

lj:"'ff$;il,11iil JJ "' "' 
cr r I owe vc r.. 

:'*" 
": u.:": 

":,, .'' :::' r,'. -."1,

polit ical programs artcl acliotl '

On anarchism and othcr issucs

0J Ethi('s, Tlrcttlo11;1 nrrd Strr'it'tt1

e  l r r r tb r i t lge  I  t t i t  t ' r -

rc la te t l  to  c le l l x )c r t tcy  scc  t l re  i l r t i c les  i r r  t l r c  I ) i t  l i t t t t t t t -3 /

.  ecl i ted b] '  Pit t t l  t l iLrr] '  Clarhe attcl  r \ tr t l rcrv l ' i t lzc\

!TJff:,#i:li;..11;lll. suci.r reachi'g or lhis a.cl r.cr.rt'tl,,,i,rrers tirrr rresr r't'

seen in  te r rns .1  t r r .  pnp, , i  . ln .v . l l i a , , l *  R , ' r r , r r  N , ' v t r r r r r r r  (1E91)  i tn ( t  ( ' r r l l r s i t r t t t ' s  
" l i t t l t i s

(199 I ) .  Sec ( ir thol i t 'sot inl  7' l rorlght; ?' l lc l)or ' t l r t trr l  tur11 IIcr i tu4t 'ct l i tcd b1' l) i t \ ' i t l  o l"r i t ' t t

anc lThomas r \ .  Shant ron  lMar -vkno l l '  N \ ' :  Orb is '  1992) '
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rr/' llrr' tttrr"^1 prtr.rlrcssit'c tlunrglrts o.l

Lrrr.r^t Blrr'lr

term 
,'polit ictrl thcology" is by its natr.rre utnbiguous ancl potellt i tr l ly rnis-

ng,  fo iat  le t rs t  tnro mtt in  reasons. ' l 'he f i rs t  rests on the assurnpt i t r r r  lha[

: is somettring clistit lctive or uniquel] ' diffcrent abor-rt t l  theologl' thtrt is

iCal," as if some or nost the<llog-V rrt ' t 're ttt l t i tr atrv ctrsc "polit ical""l 'he iclea

theology is apolit ical is blincl tt l  the ittncr contratl ictiotr betu'ectr thc reprcs-

and emancipat t t ry  i rnpulses n ' i th in theologV that  l recome Vis ib le through

self-rellectigrr. It igngres the Iact t]rat thcology, l i l ie all cultr-tral l irrtrls itt l t l

Lre of theologl,. Shc obserVed that the conccpt 01 erperience is t lot utl lqtlc to

nist theology. sincc all the "objective s()urccs ol' theologl' "arc tht'rrlselves

?ipoain.a collectilrc humal experience" 1 lc)li 3: 12). Ilspecially sincer the iclcologl'

" i  cr i t ique of Karl  Nlarx anr[  i ts subs.-qucrrt  dcvekrprnent i t t  the cr i t ical  soci i r l  lheorl '
of the FranhtLrt Sch611l, it is no longcr possible to ovcrlooli the icleolrlgical itrtt l

polit ical dimensions ol trl l  theology.
One of thc key questions thitt nrust be usliecl i |r orcler to evaluatc the polit icat

fi leaning of the,l.ev ancl its r. le in shapirtg ancl dirccting hurnan actiort is:

Whose interest c[, i iccif ic theglogicaI clgctrittes atrtl icleas serve? ln hcr crit iquc
of  Rudol f  Bul tmann's asscr t ion that  h is tor ica l  rnetr r t i t rg  is  locatet l  in  the pre se t t t .

Dorothee Sdl le  wr i tcs,  " l r r  the luce o[ 'such a statenrent ,  r ' t 'c  hat 'e  t lo  r ight  to  c l is-
regard the in tcrcsts that  nruc lucecl  i t .  n  h ich urcaus cot t ( ' rc te lv  tht r t  tvc tnt ts [  r t t tsc
the questiclrrs grigipall_v pgsccl by Karl l\ l ir;r. \\hgsc interest is scrvecl b1'pcr-
ceiving the n'reirning ol It istorl ' tr lu'tr1's irt lhc presenl? 

' l i t 
rvhit ' /r t 'Jass tlo thosc

Dersons belons nho ta l l i  that  lvay j "  ( lc)7{ :  49.  crnphasis added).  TI te in lerest
here does not lnr,olve u,r urr"r., ' , ' , ..n1 trl '  Sii l le's crit iquc tlf lJultrnarrn, but rathc'r

ns her crit ical nrcthod: I1'/rtrst rrtutt 'r iu| ir l lcrcs^l is being served lt ' i th ptrr-

lar the<trics and holt,openly is it aclinowledged? A the<-rlclgy that disregarcls

question accommodates itself, cotrsciously or not, to the social conditions

Which it is contextualized. It is a theology devoid of a sense o1 "social obliga-

' ies, is mecliated thrgggh hunlatl i tction itnd experierlcc. getlerati l)g its o\\ ' l)

s of social orgtttt izttt it lu anci por,t 'er hierarchics, anci is thus inevitably poli l-

Rosemary Racllord Ructhcr's rcrtrarl i about the role oi cxpcriencc irl l lnl i-

theology . '.r-", to rnind as prcciscll, relcvarlt tt l  thc question ol' thc polit ical


