
EXCURSUS 2 The Relation of f esus
to the Kingdom of God
in the Present

Hlv ing  sune led  so tne  o f  t hc  do ln i t r i ca l  sa l i ngs  anc l  Pa rab l c \  conco r r l r r . t  t h r -

k i ngdomin the  rn i n i s r r y  o [ . Jcsus ,  r ve  uou ]c l  nou  do  r l c l l  t o  asscss  t he t l  i r r r p l i c l

t i ons  f o r  t he  re l a t i on  o f Jesus  t o  t ha t  k i  ngdo t l r .  O l  co t l r s r . .  u ' e  c rn  do  t h t s , ' r r l \  l n ,

provisional rval r no such asscssmeni soulcl be thororLglt that l i i l t 'd to l l l . -  !ntr)

accoun t  h i s  s ta t cmenG conce rn ing  t hc  f u t r t r c  o l  t he  k i ngc lo r l r  On  thL  , 11 |111

hand, thcsc statcln( 'nts about the l t t t t trc oI thc l( ingd()r11 prcs.trt  certrt i r t  p|ob-

lcms pecul iar to thcl l lseh'cs. probletus that cln bc l t 's i . l lvt 'cl  onh thr, ' l r lh.t

consideratirrn of thc relat ior o[Jesus to thc prest 'nt ki t tgclotn I he re is t lo.rt t lPlc

escape {rom this vicious circlc: lbr rvant o[ a bcl ler nltcrnativc, lvc u i l l  simpll '

proceed to investigatc the rrLrl ion ol Jesus to thc kingcloni ol ( iod corrr,  Ln thr
' p resen r "  ( i . c . .  t hc  p resen t  o [  h i s  r n i n i s t r l  ) on  t h t ' bas i s  o l  t hc  m . r t , r r . r i  * t '

considercrl  in Chapter 10.

We have seen t lrat certain sal i t tgs depict thc kirrgclom rr i  ( iod as () l) i  r . l t lve

i n  po * ,e r l u l  ac t so f Jcsus  t ha t  b r i ng l i bc ra t i oD  l l r r r r  cv i l  l o r ces  ( \ l . t t t  I . l  l f  I . r nd

hea l i ng  t o  men ' s  bod ies  (N la [ t .  l l : 5 ) .  O the r  s . r y i ngs .  s t i ch  es  t he  s f r r ] r { , n  i n

Naua re th  (Luke  4 : lU -21 )  L tnd  t he  s t tmmarv  o f Jcs t t s  p r . c r c l r i t r g  i n  \ l . r r l (  L : l i '

in-rpl1' that the kingdort becotncs e[[t 'ct ive in thc rror d,r lJcst ls lrr  sornr p.r\ : l lc\

( e .g . ,  M i t t .  I  l : 5  and  l 3 :6 -7 ) .  r he  d t ' eds  and  uo rd  o l  Jesus  a rc  l i t r ked  as  t , ' r t r p l t '

mtntary indications of thc pr.csencc of the kitrgdorn. Lttke I 7:- l l l - l  I  arrr I  \ l rr l

4 : l  I  l 2  sugges t  t ha t  t he  l ( ) l d l i t ) ' o f  t hc  ac t i o t r  r t nd  spc , . ' ch  o l  Jes rLs  s i l r r r l r ' :  t hc

prcsence ol the kingdom. Thc parablcs rel lcct the rclet ion of th( 'Prcs. lrL krl l l l '

c lom toJesus in a vnricty of rva,vs: rhc parablc ol the Stf()ng \ ' lnr l  l lu,, ' , ,1 l ' , t t t t t t '
t bc  k i ngdom in  t hc  ac t i on  o l j " t . , s .  t h "  pa r l b l c  o f  t h t '  ( ; r ea l  I ' . l s t  P rcs {  r r t :  t h f

k i ngdom in  t he  p roc lama t i on  o f Jcs rLs ,  t hc  p i r r ab le  o l  t he  l l r i c l t ' g roo r r l  ' r r t t l  h i s

Frie-nds givcs a picrure of tbc kingtiLrrn in tht '  tablc fcl lorvshiP ol lcsu: ' rnt l  thc

parables"ol gron:th assume tht ki tgdom to havc bet 'n i l l l t iate(l  i l l  the InitrL' tr ' )  ol

. j .rr , t  g"n"r i l ly. Our rask is to definc thc rolc ol Jcstts irr  r t lat i tr tr  t( ]  thf l i i t rq' lorrr

of God so as to dr.r just ice to al l  this vuriccl cviclence.

Otto solved thc problcm bl '  assuming thrt in thc lr . trablc tr l  the Srr trn' l  \ l ' t t t

Bound. the f igurc clr:scribct l  
" . t  

th" Str,-gc, than lhf Strong is Gotl  rrh"sc

victory ovcr Sitan in heaven (see Rcv. l2:g) $rs \ \ ' i tn( 'ss.cl b,v iesrts in ' l  ' ' i ' ion-- '-
' ' I  saw  Sa t rn  f a l l  l r o rn  heavc t t  l i ke  l i gh tn ing  (Lukc  l t r  L8J  ( ) t t o  p ro t t e t l ' c l  t ' r

dcduce t lrar Jesus rras bornc on the t i i lal  Navc ol t l lat vi( tor) '  i l l  l r  is Pr()cl ' r  r l r ' l I lor l

and action. and thus that thc saying 
'clearl l '  

1rr"r l . ,1r1t,t ,"d t lrr l t  ( :hri5t ( l i ( l  11ol

himself bl ing the ktngdonr uf Cna. irur rhri  l i i .  , ,rr t . t  i rpperrrnce \\ ' ls ' tctLri l l l 'v

only'  a result 'of thc f.r i  rhat the kingclonl had alrcadl '  corne. lhr l t  thc Pi)\ \  '  I  s ol

this kingdom werc working in hinr arrd through hini,  but in sttch a n' l ty that hc

IICtIRSUS l

1 ; ,n5e l [s ; ts  p . r r t l t r t l  p . r r .e l " l  t l r i ' l n  b r tak ing t 'n t i rvo l  thck inqdot l  s l l i c l t sas
Dli ' ' '^. 

"u"n 
r,r hirn. Ihus tlttLr iortntl lated his flmotts tl ictum lt is l l()t i tsus

'ulj '6ar*r-,l,.. f. i"s.l 'n l lrr thcc()rltrary l lrc kingdom br ings h im *' it lr i t r

nn" 
it iultt ttort. l., th. (\p()\rtr(r. ol thc 1., 'rrable ott *hich ()tto b;rst's his

,1resii l i l . f '1.,, ' i f tf .-;ntl tht' '  thc oPPositjotr posed in the cplg'rlm is r"qrLallv

i lTU,irf.,", tts fretl1 Ic,-ognt c thJt tht last lhing anyrne rvottlcl rssertol lestts

i"tLt h" 
".t..t 

u, 5P()Lc in !trrl\r it 'us indepetrtltnce ' 'r l  ( iod l l *c bear irr nincl

.i l ., fact t ltat Jcsus Lll l ! lc15iooLl tnt r 'rngcltrn tl l  ( itrd to ctrtrsist Prittr itr ih irr 
(;od s

li, i '?ln ,,,f"r, i.. lrrLl iuLl)-rutnt thcrr it wil l bc quitc irpparerrt that lr '  \\as

f r i . i i  
:n , ' t " ,  ,1 , ' r r i  

" *  
t , . ' .1  '  " "  

r ' t r rq r r  r {  l r " r r . r r r  h t '  t t r t t t  - l r r  l r  r \  ' r \ " r r ' J l :

,t 4r Iesus dors nol Icrcl rrocl r)u! rarhci that (iod sencls. guides. ct.po* t r-s. anci

lJlrj"t fr '* t.t.rthelcs'. ' t '  thc Bo:pcl records witr.rcss' Jesus t 'xploitt d to thc

6,l l the atlthoril\ c()l l l lr l l ttc!l to nint lt *rls l lrccist' l l  his trrrLrsirt rh;rt t irst
t#il;;.Jit 

' ,-. ' i , .nlorarrt\ l l  ir astonishccl thctn ttr hcnr hitn trsc thc {ortnula

i i i ' *u t  t " i . l  to  thc l l l  t ' l  o [ . l t iL r t  b t t t I say to ,v t )u  w i th - respr 'c i  [o t l l t  l i l \ \ ' o l

i;;,;;^t rro less lslonishirrg to htar him cleclare l-trclal this scriptrLlt '  has

iJ . i  fu t f t t t "a  in  l  our  hcar ing  r i ' i th r . . '1 r t ( t to t l l ' r . l r t r r r r r * ' ' ( ' l  thc I rngd. ' rn r tLukc

; i l . ; ; l t  a  dec la ra t ion  wou ld  sc ' r r ie ly  h ' r \u  hccn.  L r ) , t r r r tcn ' rn t ' ' ' ' l  h ' rd  i t  no t

U.i-*f,"4 b;- cclttallf imprcssivc ancl rell ing deeds l hc lclatiott ' 'r l  Jestts t ' 'r

the kingdonl r){ Go(l is suctr l i l i t  no sil lsle forrtit i la can cltr justrcc to it \\ '  rr rl l

do  we l i to  adopt  a  l i t l l e r  voc lbu la r l  t ( t  rcprL \ (n t - l t \  t rJ t t l r r  l l l  t l l 15  rcsPec l '

precision of languag.' is lcss impoturlr than tltc [ullntss L)l slt l l l t lL'rrrr ' that

Jesus' worcls inplY
Theparab leo l thcSt rongNlan i t ' t l v la rk3 :2Tc lep ic ts jcsus i i s theCh( in ]P io l ] .

ot Contendt'r for lht'hingdorrr ry' God. rvho b1'virtue ol his colrclt lcst ol >atan

r6cues thosr held undci thc Lvil L)nc s thralclom Lukt l0: LIJ nr' i\ concfrvaDlY

a * , a n J , i i -  r . 5 ( l l ,  l l l l l L l l o t t  t . '  t h e t l r ' '  t l r l c '  t " " ' 1 i 1 " 1  r r i t h  h r r t r  r r r  l l l '  r r r r ' - i L ' l l

\Me can assunrc  lha t  thc  ro le  ( ' l  l r l i l ! ! r ld '  t t  l l l '  h r r l t t l t ' n l  " l  th r  las t  da ls

belongs to Jcsus irl i lssociitt i()n sirh ltrhn thc Baptisl tn tht saving \l ' ttthes

f r,ri l jJti i"-"t as a briclgc betrvce tr the pcriod of lrtrv ;rnd the pr"phcts end

theper ioJo f thek ingdom,b t r t thek ingc lo rn isopera t ivc inJes t ts ina fu l l c rscnse
U" t i i i i t l "1J" .  f l l cparab l , ' sc , fgn ' i i thp" in r inas i tn i la rc l i rec t ion  in rph ing

as they do tlrat a dccisive bcginning ol the divine sovcr cignrl har taken plrce rtr

the word and rvork of jesus
l n t h e e x o r c i s t n s a t ' i n g . \ l ; r r t h c s l 2 : 2 [ 3 t c s e e J c s t t s a s t h e ] n s t r l l D l ' t r l ( t t h '

t*Sart, i i ,t lrt ;h. trng,:r ol God -tirc po*'erftt l * 'rrking of t l lc SPirrt ol

God-rhar lcsus f cr lt rm' rhc l lbe rating acts ol thc (l ivinc sovcrclgnt'Y

lnLuk t  I7 :20  2 i  i t  i s  no t  un l i t t in ! - r ' l  seeJes t ts  ' t '  thc  R 'p r ' s ' l t ( r l i v t  o f th '

hingaot,f coJ Hacl the in ttrlocttrors- o I jtstis rccogui:ecl thc natrrrt 'ol his

rnin'istry. ihey,r,oulcl not hrve necdccl to ask wlren tht' l<ingclortr oi (l(xl \ras to

come.

ln vartous D.ls:,J[es tc5tls r\  dt]) i( tccl as thc r\ frr l i r i l rr t  oftht hin'gdrrrrr ' rnd i ts

b l e s s r n s .  l l r i s ' i s , , , , i " h l i  r t ' ,  \ d \ (  t r r  t h ,  1 ' ' r r ' r l ' k -  . , l  1 1 1 ' '  3 1  ' ' l ' 1 1 6 ' ' 1 1 1  r r t d  l r r t

F r i e n d i r M r r k  2 . l r r - l . J r  \ r t r ( ,  l i  i \  t h (  p r ( \ ( r l ( \ . " 1  t h c  t s r r ' . 1 ' t r ' . ' " n r  t l r ' t l  l i \ ( '

the chuauar"a of r leclcl ing lest ival t ' r  rhe pr ' tstLlr ' tnel rt lct lr ' t t t '  tLr ol lr frs ihc

fe l t ows t r i f  , J r i "  , , r ya l  f eas t  l r i s l i t r l cmore thNnamat t c ro [p re l c rencc *he the t

t4t



III. THE COMINc OF 6OD IN THE TTACI]JNGS OF/ESUS

we use the term Me diator or Bearer of the Kingdom of God ro signifyJesus as 6" 1^
relerred to in Matthew Il:5, with mention of his healing u.rd t.anst,gur;1i
powers.

Again, we need take but a short step to speak ol him as Rerealer of ^
Khgl,om in such passages as Matthew 1l:16-17, for example. Certarnly thj

;:1,:?J J fi ::'-11,',1 ii"Tl:il" il,i;;1'.,11i*:, 
"i3i,,li"'i:,i::f; 

llTi
the Prodigal Son, Jesus makes reference to rhe fact that he associates with th;
lost souls of society in order ro grant them rhe opportunity to experience 11.
saving sovereignty of heaven; in the course of defending hlmself againsr rhe
crit icism he rec€ived for doing so, he depicts the ways of God-and yet rhe verv
contours ofthese parables reflect the ways ofJesus. Along these lines, Fuchs ha's
obsewed that "We are confronted by avery daring l ine ofconducr on rhe partol
Jesus: he dares to affirm the wil l of God as rhough he himself stood in cod,s
place."2 Jesus' self-defense thus constitutes a revelation of God in his sov-
ereignty. This being the case, we find in the conclusion o[Jesus'message toJohn
the Baptist the ultimate word on his relation to the kingdom of God: "Happy is
the man who does not f ind me a stumbling block" (Man. I I:6). To recognize in
Jesus the Revelation of the kingdom is ro find the way into the kingdom, while
to sturnble over the truth of his person is to stumble into ruin.

What name, then. shall we give to him whose role in the operation o[ the
divine sovereignty is so crucial? In his teaching on the kingdom of God, Jesus
portrays himselI as Champion of the kingdom, ln it iaror of rhe kingdom, tnstru-
ment of the kingdom, Representative of the kingdom, Mediator of the kingdom,
Bearer of the kingdom, Revealer of the kingdom. These names have been coined
on his behalf-Jesus claimed none of them for himself-and yet rhey are de-
manded by his words. What then of the ancient and honorable rit le of Messiah?
Jesus did not claim this tit le either in any of the passages we have considered.
Nevertheless, if i t is the case that the sayings ofjesus lead us ro postulate his
functions relative to the kingdom represented by those terms, do not those
sayings and functions indicate rhat he assumed for himself the function ol
Messiah? This is a point of no small controversy. The voice of crit ical schol-
arship either trails off into silence or becomes stridenr over it.r ln rhe end,
however, we are compelled ro say Yes for the simplest of reasons.

In Jewish l iterature generally, the relation of the Messiah to the divine
sovereignty is ambiguous. The Old Testament presents the Messiah not as th€

agent through whom the kingdom comes, but rather as the agent of the kin$-
dom after God has established it. tn some apocalyptic writ ings the Messiah hasa-
role in the coming of the kingdom, but the Iunction thatJesus assigns to himself
in relation to the i ingdom gJes well beyond anything said of the fiessiah in lhe

Old Testament or in the apocalyptic and rabbinic re;hing of his day. Since w€

would do well to have u i".- io denote the manifold function ofJesu5 with

respect to the kingdom of God, and since the tit le Meisiah is the acknowledgeu
umbrella term to denote the representative of the kingdom, it is difficult to avols
appropriating it for Jesus. lt might be argued thatihe term is insufficient t0

convey ail that he is in relation io the kingdom of God, but if that is so, then
certainly nothing less than that will do to describe him.
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r. THE DISCIPLES' PRAYER
Matthew 6:9-13, Luke 77:2-4

the two forms of the prayer taught byJesus to his disciples, the Matthaean is

longer, and far better known through its use in the churches Since it is

kely that anyone would have further abbreviated the very short Prayer
Jesus, and since Iiturgical texts tend to be expanded through use' it is

y agreed that Luke's version is original in its extent, whereas a com-

of the two texts suggests that Matthew's is more original in is wording.l

scholars contend that the shorter version of the prayer in Luke was

to the form in Matthew through the addition of elements of prayer

byJesus.2 We can be almost certain that the existence oI the two versions is

attributable to editing by the evangelists, however; both forms of the prayer
ly revert into Aramaic, in which language they exhibit both rhythm and

-a highly unusual feature, which Jesus' prayer shares with the daily
of the Tews. the Tefil lah.r This would indicate that Matthew and Luke

presewed for us versions of the prayer that were being used in different
communities of their day. tn keeping with his conviction that the

rinMatthew 5-7 represents an earlypre- or post-baptismal catechism for
Christians and that the version in Luke 6 represents such a catechism for
Christians,a Jeremias argues that the versions of the prayer in Matthew

Luke belong to Jewish Christian and Gentile Christian catechisms on
er, respectively (even though the prayer appearing in Luke is not included

Sreat sermon).t Our consideration of the prayer wil l of course be condi-
by our interest in the l ight it sheds onJesus'teaching about the kingdom

\rod.

As background to our study of the prayer, we should note its siSnificant
ionship to the Kaddish, the ancient Aramaic doxology that was used to end

synagogue services, which reads as follows:

Magnified and sanctified be his Sreat name
in the world which he has created according to his will.
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