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Bethke Elshtain

St. Augustine in the world of political theology has been mixed He

"i *i""TJit.".t*. power $'ho iarr'ors- powerful narratiol "":l1"9:,:
nJitv. what ls "political" about his theology must' for the most-part'

ori. ft n"u". p"nned a specific treatise on the subiect Despitethis it

to-ruy ittut -o." .ords have been spilled on liguring-out what an Augus-

pJiii.uitt 
"orogv 

is, or misht be. than on the tomes of oth:::T"::^"llTilt;

i;;;ilt. ili"* are p"articular features to st Augustine's work that

li--" i"igtt nut to crack. From the time of his co^u/er'sion t: C":h-t]]:

ianity in :*SO to his death as Bishop oI Hippo in- 4.J0 Augudine wrote

it Z books. Ue torlches on all the central themes 'rf Christian the-ology and

' tmrLt" ' t t ' " " " t , reofGodandhumanpersons, theproblemofevi l . | ree
and determinism. war and human aggre;sion' the bases of social.li le and

ori"., .t or"n ao"trine. Christian vocations: the list is nigh endless'

.rntt u n"*U". ut nis works follow an argumentative line in the manner

ofterifavored by those who write political treatises. €specially so given the

"iV 
i,."ait^i"t f"galistic cast of so much modern political thmry and polit

tit"i"gv, rn"t, .f,ei he paints bold strokes on a broad canvas His enterprise

on"" ifr"ofogi.a, philosophical, historical, cultural' and rhetorical 
,His 

works

characteriz; by ;n extra;rdinarily rich surface as well as vast depth' making

rlficult to get a handle on if one's own purposes are not so ambitious' He tra{-

in what rie generally call "universalsJ' but he is also a nuanced "particular-
' and historicisl.
Given this towering enterprise it is' perhaps, unsurprising that attempts have

made to reduce Augustine to manageable size' To that end.he has been

d a political realist airi canonized. if you will' as the theolocr-cal cri:dfajl::

a sctroot of thought called "Christian realism" but' as well' of a tradition that

:ludes Machiavelli and Hobbes. For thinkers in the political realism camp, most

whom are not theological thinkers, Augustine' if he is read-at all' is read pri-

uily in and through eicerpts from his great works that m3tt f^""i:ltlT]lltT

this,,Dolitical realism." To this end,iis con/essions are ignored and book xIX



o I h i s  r . o g r - p i r g c . r a s t c ^ u ) r l i { i n t h c . r ) c r g i r i r c r ' s s i . s u r r a L r r i d g c r r ' e r s i o ' ) .  
/ , / r c(' ir, l / o/ ( irrrl, is rcpr.d uccd *' ir h ccrtir i. bir s.higlr l ightc(l. I,crh,rps .lso a clr unh li,,r l1

b o o l i l , c h a p t c r L o n  ( l l ( ' c j l r ' o l  t h i 5  r l . r l d ,  a  c i r v  r v h i c l r  i r i n r s  i r l  ( l o r r r r l ( ) r .  \ r l r i ( l l
h11 lds  n ; r l io r rs  in  ens lavente l )1 .  bu t  i s  j l s r l f  r lo rn ina lc t l  b , t ,  l l r i r l  vc ry  I r r f  , , f ,1 , , , , , i -
. . t io .  ( , \uuas l inc  i  972:5) . I l ( x ) i (  l l ,  (haptc r  I  l .  i s  l rc lp fu l , r r  r \L rgas t r r . .  s  i l l t c r -
I )a t i ve  lo  C iccro  s  iuc lg r t rc t t l  ( i r f ( .o rd ing  lo  Sc ip io  )  on  l l l c  I {o1 t i1 l  con l l to l . l \ \ . c i l  i l l t .
lJooli \\ l  cl 'rapter l. lr irces l irrcs of dt'st t 'rt ' l  rhc rnrr cif ics, speakirg al,,g,i: j-
cally : rkxrl i xrx chaplcr l 'r '  irs arrcady .rlcrr. is mir*r lbr tr [ 'u prt 'r ' t '1rrs irh.111
l l )e  i . t c rcs ts  l - lo 'e t r r rea l  shar i l t i  sc r ' c :  chap lc '  I  i  r , i r l i cs  i ,  i r rg .a r ( . ' l  i i g i l i l r s l
s l a ' e r r "  b l ' r a l L r r e  ' i r r r t l  

c h a p t c r - l J .  r r r  u h i r l r  S t r p i , , s  t l c l i r r r t r , , r i  ( x  i r  c o r ) r ) r o n _
t l ' ca l t l t  i r s  adv i t t rccd  br , ( ' i ce ro  r r t i t kes  i r  scc .g r rc l  i rpp ! .a r i l1cc ,  i r l s .  sccr ' s  l )L , r t j ' ( , ' t .(  l rap tc r  ;  o l  l l { x )k  \ r \  i s  c r l l cd  i rs  th ( '  i ' s t i r i c i r t i . .  . l  * ,a r "  i r rgLr r t . r r r .  l ) c r . l r r '5

jusr  pcrhaps  cxccr r ) rs  a rc  r l r - r rn , *  l r - . r '  c r r rp tc rs  r { ,  r  5 ,  . rd  r  ( , ,  i ,  , r rc rc r  t .
c lc rn r rs l ra tc , ' \ r rgusr iac  s  i r l s is tc 'cc  l r r r r l  r l t c r t ' i s .  c ' r r r * ' c t io r  [ )c ' t r l c . ' r )  r  r rc  ] )c i rc ( ,
i r r rd  g rx r t l  o f  thc  l tousc l to l t l  jn  rc l i l t i o l  lo  the  c i l y  I -ake  i l l l  th rs t ,sn ip ; tc ts ,  p i r rs  l r i s
sca th iug ,  conrnrcn t  th i r l  wha l  p i ra tes  ( lo  w i t l l  onc  boa l ,  I lonr t r r rs  c lo  u , i i l r  a  n rn  1 , .
'u  l  th r  o r  re  i s  (  i r  l l ( ' c l  b r ig i r 'dagc  u  h i rc  r  he  o thcr  i s  .anr r .d  l imp i r -c .  a ' . r  t  r r .  : t  u , l . . , r , r
h r rsherqu ick i . r i l l i eo l  u ' l )a t  I  r r i r 'e  carc t r  ' i \ r ig .s t ine  

L i l r "  ( r r l9 t ) ) .  r ' r l ( . . r )s r ro r  i s
r r  d i rn in  i shed Ar rgus- t in r ,  r tuml ) ( , rcd  arnong thc  pcss in is l  s  and ch i r rgcr i  r t i t  h  l rc i r  r  r
o . c o l  r h o s c \ \ ' h o s l r e s s h r r m a r c r a c l l \ ' i r ' d ' i o r ( r c c \ r ' i l h A c o r ( 1 ) r ' r r i ' r * o ( \ r  

r ( ) r
{ ) r ( l ( ] r ,  (  oc rc io l t .  l l u  n  i s l t  n ten t ,  i rnc l  Occas io r ra l  $  i l r  as  l l l c  ups l to l .

.  
l l ec .gn iz ing  lhc  inar lcquacy , l  th is " r r . rm i r l i zec l ' ; \ r rg r rs t i r rc , l , resnr r r . . . r ( ) r .

h i ts  a l r  c r rs \ ,  las l i  i l  Onc  s  p r r rp t )sc  i s  to  l )c  Ia i r  10  , . \ t rg r rs l inc  s  co l l tp lc \ i t \  \ \ . i1 l t  l l l r
cn lc rpr is r  o l  po l i t i ca l  thc .k rgy  in  r r i r ( i ,  in  p i r r l  l i r r " thc  rc i rsons  r ro te r l  i r l rovc  c . , r r(e rn lng  , , \ugus l inc  s  r t i [ ,0 ]  n , r i l i r rg  anc l  i l rgu i | lg .  l ]L l l  ( , \ , cn  n to r r  p r r l l r )cn l  l \  i l
po l i t i ca l  t l r co log ian  s  scnsc  o l  h is  o r  l l c r  r i rs l i .  I l  oDc c .ns t rucs  lh i r t  r i rs r i ,  i r1  r ( , i r s l
i r l  par l ,  l s  a  way (  ) l  pu t t i l t l l togc l l l c re rn t l t r0po log i t .a ip r ( ,suppos i l ions ln , l t i i l I l t ( )s ( ,
o l  t t s t r t r i r c d i t s p o l i l i c t r l  I l r c l l r i s t s t . a l l e i l  t h e ( ) r i i . s o l  h r r n r a n r t a t r r r r . . i r t l ( , i r s l u | ] l i l
( , l l e  cor * r i l ' t ( .o . le ' tp r r r i r r l  sch . . l . l  t l r .ug l t l  dec idc t l lhc rc \ , \ , i t s l tosL l ( . l t lh l r rF) .
c l i l i l ns  aboLr t  thc  po l i l i ( . i r l  anc l  soc ia l  o r t i c r  in  I igh t  o l  t l tose  prcsr rp lx rs i t io l t s .  l l l r
r t t l c  o l  po l i t i ca l  lhco log l  i r r  re la l ion  to  th ( ,sc  i l l c r rc la tcc l  t i r s l i s .  i rn i i  l  i t c  per i l s  i r r r , i
poss ib i l i l . i cs  inh( ' ren t  i l )  anV po l i l i ca l  i l ( . l i v j t v  r ) r  o rdcr ,  l l t cn  l \ l r l tus l i l ) ( , s  cx l ) i  r
s lYc l l css  i s  i t  ' r ' c l c .me l l r i ' g  in r rcecr .  I | .a r ' s : r i r r rs  a rc 'a r fo \ rc r . r  r r . r .  r r tac r t ' r t .
. ' \ t tgus l  i r  te  s  exp i rDs iven( ,ss  i s  a  l i - r rs t ra l  io r r .  I  bcg i t l  l i on t  I  l r c  po in  l  o l .  r , i c ! r ,  lha t  l t  i s
t ' xp i tns iv t ' r rcss  i s  rvc lcorn t ' .  \ {ha l  l i r l l o r , r ,s isan ,avo l  h i r l r l i th i lng l i cvpr ) i l ) l so l  l l r c
t r t  c t i ca  I  r l c tn  u r t  i r l i i )n  in  , \L lALt \ t in ( , ' s  \ ro r l i  r t ra t  i r rc  r - i c l r  r r . i th  in f l i ca t  iu l  s  l i  r r  p r , l i t ,
l r i l l  l hcL) l ' , r , - \ .  I s l r , ' r r l11  111;11 , ( ,  11 . , ; r r  as  u , i l l  be  ob l ious  lo  i r l v  rc : t rc l t , r  o l .  , . \ r rgLrs l i r r t ,- l l l ; r l  I  (  i r r r o r r i r  r r ' r . u t r . l t  t l t r , i r r r  l l r t . r , r , l  l l r i D g :  i r r : r  \ i t r t l , , r  i \ i t \ .

August ine on lhc Scl l

In  l t i s  uonc le r l i r l  b iograp l r l  o l  S t .  AugLrs t ine .  lh ( .  no lc ( l  h is to r jan  o l  1 l ) . ,  l i r t ( ,
a t r l ique  r l r r r ld .  l )c tc r  l l r ( ^ r r .  c la i l l r s  th . l  Augusr ine  has  . .c 'mc i rs  near  lo  r rs  .  .  .

wfr.--
os the vast gult  r l tat sc|arales i t  tr tot lcrt t  l l lal)  l rol l l  thc cult t l rc ancl rt l igiot l  ol

i; or:::::::.l,ll llilll;;,li:ll';,li,ll ,ilill;:';,'I;rl:;l::'rii i:";:'l li::,'l:
A_"C":t]' l: i '-:;; ',1 

'"-,,l. ' i.,n,,i,,,,,r. 
,.\ugLrstinc. irl facr, nlicipirtes pl)strnodcnr

:ffi|":,]n':i:ii,;;;,,* 
rl.rc (.arrcsi.. subjct.r cvcrr lrcii)rc r'al s.'jcct g.1

',ffi,"""J '":r)::l:i:li,:;:1,,.,,':lj'i;1,',1'l,ll:ili:Jl;::lljliliii,lilll:;:ill;[":i]:1,
whol ly  in  c ( 'n lT1n or  ( ) r r l

i'r,o *" ,,," "u'l r.'l) lt:, lli'\i lllil;: Illl,ll'i l;,1;''i Jl.,i,ll:i;llll" , iLTili;
therelore I anr' 

.,trll l._ 
'-),i,r,., 

orr irs_sell. c.an ciorrbt. I Iis t rrrr/r]sri,rrrs is ir srorl ol rr
who is a scll thirl c rl rc

human be inq  rv t t t r  t l l r \  t )cco l l l c  i l  qL lcs t ion  to  l l i l l l sc l l  ( / \ t lg r i s l i t l (  l r ) ( r  I  )

August inc  b (g l l l s  r t re  s to r l  r l i i h  i l t l  i ) l fa t l t  un l i le  so  l t t i t t t l  u l lo  o rer  t l te

y r " r l , " i . * t "  w i t i r  adu l l s :  in  io l i t i ca l  l l t cory  t l rc . i rnagc  o i  adLr l ts  s ig t t i t rg  s t t ' '  i i t l

contracts pertall ls' n' 
" 

ltttntttrt beings sprarlg l ir l l-blrrl lr l iortt t l l t heitt l trf lplttr

i l a tJ ,n t * , r , , " t t  ho$ 'cvcr '  s t i r r l s  u i th  r la ta l i t l  i l nd  i t l l i t r l i l l t ' s  a  d t i t ' I rDn lc l t l i t l

account [eaturil)g a tragilc t lt 'pt 'rtclctlt crtalurc n'ho is by l l l) t l lci l l ls i l  l tt lrt iLt tttsrt '

but, rather. a l lr l l lg at trttcc sociit l  arlt l  clttart clstl lr le l i i lch l hild cll lr 'r\ a \vol l( l

whose Llreator dcclart cl i l  gtxxl l laclr clri ld etrter-s a rrorlt l as tltc ht ir ol ' \clarlt s

foundatiunat siu. l lach chifu, t lrcrcforc. is in ncctl o1 (ird s grat t irt ld l irrgivt'rtcrs

.itt ftrtu,t t 
"ittgt 

nrr: t lr ivetl b1' Itungcr and dcsirc titrt l. t 'xpcricrtce lrt lsl t i l t iolr ir1

their inabil ity to crxprcss lhcttlsch'es l ir l ly and dccisivcl) it l  a \\ ' i i ] '  t l l irt l)rotl l l)ts

others kl respllttcl. tt l  bt' at otle s l lccli irrtd cii l l  l i :cortl irtg arl itclrt l l  dot s ttot lrteittr

je t t i son ing  s t l c l l  c l l l o l lo l l s  t t )ese  i l re  l ieY i t tg rc t l i c t t t t  o l  ' r t t t  t t ' r t t t l t r  ' r t l t l  " t r l

abil i ty to .,,t, lc.rta,-t, l but is ri l lhcr' i tbrtul l irrtuiltg trrtcl shtttrittg 1)trt- passiolls

in l igh to l  cer ta in  p rcs l tPpos i t io l l s  i lbo t t t  h r t t l t r t l t  bc i t tgs  l l t t l l r i t t l  t ! i l l i t l g  a t td  o t t t -

faltering atlenlpls to rt ' i i l  anrl to act ri8ll1ll" ' \rtgttslit l t"s a\\i lrcl less ol t ltc slrtt ' t

mess incss  o f  h t t t la r l  cx i .s te r rcc  i i cs  a t  lhchet r r t  o [  t l r ( '$ i t l l c f i t lg  c r i l i c i t l  l i r c  l re

d i rec ts  a t  S to ic  ( r l ) r l t l l ( i r i  l i ) f  t l ) f  tn t t l c l  to  be  in  i l  \ ta lc  i r t  u 'h ic l t  t l l e  l r r i l l ( l  c i l l l l l o l

be  touc l l cd  by  i tnv  en l t t l i t l l t  \ \ ' l l i L lso(  \ ' c r '  n ' l r t l  u r t t t ld  t lo t  ju ( lgc  l l l i s  i l ) sc l l s i l i \  l l l

tobe the  n ' i t rs t , , t  u t t  ,u , , r , , i  dc l i ' c l s?  ( i \ t rgus t i r r t  i971 :  ;6 ; )  \ \ ' ebcg i t t  as  i r t t t l

weremain ,  bc ings \1h( )  love  $ ' l lo1r : i t r l t  r |hogr ie re  \ \ ' l l oc \p ( r i ( ' t l c ( ' l r l l s l r i l l l ( ) l l '

The  most  impor lan l  l lo i r t t  hc rc  i s  r \ t t ! : t t s t inc  s  ins is lc l l (  e  tha l  t l roug l l l  ca l l  r l c \  t r

bepurged o l  t l l c ( ] t l t t l i ons  a t l r l  l l t t l t  t l l e  th i l l l ' i t l g  s r l l  ( ' \p rcssos(o lnp l ( ' \ c t l lo l io l l

th rou i [  tho t rg l , r  i i t r t l  i t t  a  l i t r tg t tage th i r t  i s ,  hope l i r l l r "  t r f  l r r  l l r t  l i r \ l

ThLs  lcads  c l i rcc t l v  1 , ,  r \L rgr rs t inc :o t r  l i t t tg l tagc  i tnd  l l l e  co l l s t r i l i n ts  i lnpos( ' ( l  o l r

us  by  la l )guagt .  r \s  p r t t  | r r ' r ' i  l ' r t r ' t ' l l l c  l t r t tguagL L lsers  i l l r lo l lg  ( lod  s  c r t i r t t l res  \ \ 'e

boap up  , , t t i t , "  t in tc  i rga i t rs t  opac i l l '  a r ld  co l l s l r i t i t l l  l r l  l l ook  \ l \ '  c l lap tc f  ; '

Augustinc nruscs ab.Lrl t5e r",,ui. i i ,r , i , lr i . lr trumatrs art 'cl ividc(l [r! I ir)gtl istic,(l i l

fe rences .  lhcsc  c l i f f c rc r lccs  l l l i l l i t  i t  \ ' c r l ' l l a rd  l i l r  us  lo  t l l l dc rs t i l t r ( i  o t l c  i l l l ( ) l l 1er '

' l  
h c  t l i v e r s i t !  o l  l a t l g t t i l t l t ' s  r c | i t r a t e i  r l r l r t t  f r r t n r  t l t i t t r '  l i r f  i l  t ! \ ' ( )  l l l f l l  n l c c l  r r n d  a t c

l o r c c d  b , ,  s o t r t c  c o l l l p (  l l i n g  r c i l s o t l  l l ( ) l  l ( )  p a s s  ( ) l l  b L l l  l ( )  s l a f  i l l  ' { ) l l l P i t r l \ '  l h L ' l l  i l

n c i l h c r  k n t r r v s  t h e  ( ) l l ) c r ' s  l a l r g t l a g c  i l  i s  c a s i c t - l i ) r  ( l l l n l b  a r r ; n l i r l s  c r ' c l l  o l  t l i l l c r -

ent  k inds.  to i tssoci i l lc  lo l lc l l l (  r  l l la l l  l l l ( 'sc mtrr '  a l thougl l  both i r rc hr 'Lrr l i r r l  beir tgs

For when mctr  cal l l r l ) t  c()n l lnt l l l lc i l tc  l l l ! i !  t l lo i lgbls to c i tc i t  o l l ler '  s i l l r l ) l l '  l )ccausc



of difference of language, an the similarity of their common human nature is ofno avair to unite them in fellowship, So true is this that a man would be mo.e cheei_ful with his dog for company than with a foreigner. I shall be told that the Im;;;-
ial City has been at pains to im-pose on conquered peopl€s not only fr". yot"i-rrt
her language also. as a bond of peace and fe owship, io that there shourd be nolack of interpreters but even a profusion of them. Truc; but think of the cost of thiiachievement! Consider the scale of those.wars, with all the slaught". of hurnun
beings, all the human blood that was shed. (Augustine l9 Z2: 86i)

Here Augustine moves from the murkiness of language, how it divides usdespite our common human nltur:,. jo^th: ir.nposition of a language on diversepeoples but at a truly terrible price. We find, then, a drawing toglthe. 
"f 

.;il;:
of human nature, language and its-cen_trality jn constituting is as living creaitures; the complexity of a search 

_for fellowship: and a piihy critique of theenforced homogeneity of empire. Augustine's. powerful theological anth.opoi
ogy compels attention to the ways_in which human beings, created in God simage, communicate. Unsurprisingly, given original sin, linguage necessarily
reflects our division - the ways in which the self ii riven by sin; ihe ways in which
human societies, too, bear the stain of sin and sinfulness. Human beings canachieve only what Augustine calls ,,creature's knowledge.,, Full knowtedge is notavailable to human knowers. no matter how brilliant a'nd learned they iray be.
We are both limited and enabled by the conventions of language. No one canjump out of his or her linguistic skin. We are obliged to bow to .;normal usage,,
if we hope to communicate at all, and we are dr-iven to communicate by our
sociality, a sociality that goes all the way down. This sociality lies at the basis of
Augustine on the nature of human societies.

Augustine on Social Life

H-uman beings are, I noted above, social all the way down. Created in the image
oI God, we are deffned by human relationality. The;elf is noianJ cannot be tiee-
standing. Social life is fulr of il ls and yet to be cherrshed. Thus,.iui. tite. urong
those social forms, is not simply what sin has brousht into the world but whar
emerges, in part, given our capacity for love and ouiuse of reason, as welr (aras)
as a pervasive Iust for domination attendant upon human affairs. ,.The philoso-phers hold the view that the life of the wise man should be social. and in this we
support them heartily." Indeed, the city of God _ Augustine's way oI character-izing the pilgrim band of Christians during their ear;if soiourni ana througha. community of reconciliation and fellowship thai presages the heavenlykingdom - could never have had ..its first start . . . ii tt 

" 
lite Jf the saints werc

not social" (Augustine 1972: g6O). All human beings, without exception, arc
citizens. of the earthly kingdom - the city of Man - a-nd even in this Iallen con-
oltlon there is a kind of "natural likeness" that forges bonds between us. These"bonds of peace" do not sufffce to prevent wars, di$ensions, crueltv, and misery
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we are nonetheless called to membership based on a naturalis-

basic morality available to all rational creatures. A kind of unity

toward harmony: but the sin of division - with its origins in
- drives us apart.

friendship that lies at the root of what might be called Augus-
philosophy": his history, ethics. social and political theology
ioned between alienation and affection. human beings - lhose

; are caught in the tragedy of alienation but glued by love. Our

so for Augustine the question is not "Should we be social?" or

enough to love?" but rather "What shall I love and how shall

1999: 5) His complex ethical theory follows: I can only touch on

be noted that political life is one form that human social and
We are always in society and we always seek the consola-

Society, for Augustine, is a species ol friendship, and friendship is

in and through which human beings strive for a shared good All

central categories, including war and peace' are in the form of a

sort or another. And the more we are united at all levels in a bond
we come to achieving that good at which we aim and which

neighborliness and reciprocity emerge from ties that bind.
familial bonds and extending from these particular relations

filaments of affection must not stop at the portal to the domus.
"The aim was that one man should not combine many rela-

his one self, but that those connections should be separated and
individuals, and that in this way they should help to bind social

by involving in their plurality a plurality of persons" ( 19 72:
tie is "not confined to a small group" but extends "more widely

number with the multiplying links of kinship" (p. 624). The impor-
of the many emerging from a unique one - for God began with

- cannot be overestimated in Augustine's work. It is his way of
a single frame human uniqueness and individuality with sociality

Bonds of affection tied human beines from the start. Bonds of
affection bound them further. These relationships got dispersed'

the entire globe.
of the confusion and conlounding of human languages, it is some-

to repair to this fundamental sociality; but we yearn for it and seek
through the social forms we create: thus civic order becomes a primary
for human existence. This civic order is a normative good although, pnce
civic order, or what we routinely call "the state," does not fulfill or com-
Datures; rather, it expresses them and may do so in ways deadly or ways
Here it is important to note that, for Augusline, no human being has

over any other. There is no slavery by nature. We are by nature
that doesn't dictate any particular form of social order Nor does

analogize from the authority of fathers in households to political rule.
patriarchal theory holds that rule by fathers is at once natural and
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polit ical; that a n tural right translates into polit ical authority and,lcgititnirl ion.
'But 

for Augustine, polit ical authority is dil lererrt from lamili ir l auLh('ritv 
'1i, 

' l lu

cxtcnt that one is subicct to a ruler, onc is subicct to him in stalus oll ly and nol #g*rs*1Ett**l;-1ffi
A U U I  \ r  r \ b  a  I

}ffit;U:p'i""it: 
' ' i 'r apoliiical ethic oi caritas' \\iilliarrs insisls cor-

'.clY'out

by natrlre.' 
' l 'he.. u." tc,rtg,oral goods that are worthy' peacc l irst and forenlosl 'S<l hutnqn

civic l i fe is uot simply a rcmcdy li lr si lt - with ortler attcl coert iotl l lccde(l to con.

strain our wicliedness but an expression of our sociality: ottr dcsirc for l i ' l loq'

ship: orrr capacity ftrr a dif l irse (rrri l 'rs lt frt l lon's that Cicr:ro s delinit iott ol ir rt,

1r,, l, l i ,r, or."t in.i"d through thc \a'rit inSs ol scipio' is $'arlt ing |or Ciccro civi(

orcicr is atr associati(tn based oll cotnmon ?rgrcemerll collcertl i l l ! l  r ighl artd on

shirrcd intercsts. tnsufl icient, argucs Augusline; ratlrcr. a pcoplc glrlhergtr

tog,etl)cr i l t a cir, ic ordcr is a gatheril lg or multitutlc0l rational bcil lS's unit( 'd in

teilon'shlp by sharing a conlrlot) lovc of the satnt thittgs tlsing this delinit ion'

rve nol onl! 'r lefi l te lvhat a socict] '  is we can also assess rvhat it is people ltold

dcar - r t ,ha ts r r r l t l l . soc ie ty is t ] l i s i t t iSWor t | rno t ing t l t th is iu l l c tu re t l ra t i ld ( ' l )a t t
i,r a.,.r".rr augurtinian siholarship coltcertls precisely hon otre should rattl i  the

gtxxl ol polit ical society l i)r. ' \u!iustine t 'he traditional' artd rl 'erly sirrplc r ' l ir inl

ihat. l irr i\ugLrstirte. civic ortler is simpll '  a rcmedy lirr sin has bcert cllcclivell

cha l l cnget l  ( i lu r t  1999) ,  No$ ' the  qucs t ion  sccms to  be ' ius t  ho$ ' i r lpo f ta t r t  t0

aulrl.rt ir" '. t l ,nught ovcrall is the grod at which civic l i le terxls' atntl hon'rrrrtch

thiidcrivcs l ionr intl can bc achieved lhrorrgh thc exerciseol httman volttnti irt

ac t i v i t y ' l ' hc  dang,ers  inhere t r t  in  ear th l l '  po l i t i ca l  l i l t ' a rc  man i [ ' s l :  the  l iu i l s  o l

prit ic that scclis dolninittx)tl over others attt l glories only in the sell or tht

: 'ernpire. ' ' fhe grxrds to bc attairlr:d throtl l ih civic I i le arc slictchier" but bcgirr u ith

Arlustin" s t ' ,, isic rulc ol thumb for bumart earthly l i l t: r lamcly' lhirt \ ' \ 'e shoLtld

do no harru allt l  help rt 'hencver $'r cil l) l i l  reqtl isite ol nr:ighbor lovt)'

If lang,uage divkics Lrs. lhclt. i t can also dratl '  t ls toliether it lsofar as tre

acknon'lctlgc a cornlnon hurnarlity Aultusline's crit iquc ol thc prrl it ical l i lc ol t ltt

lalc Romirn l)npirc was ttot so trtuch an assault ttt l  the edil icc o[ any t 'r(l lrr i lr l  ir l

c(n-poratc l i lc. brrt basetl rttther otl lhe Iailure o[ that public l i l i ' t ' \ i( 'r to atl ir i l) i l

;;;rt i;t-;, ' , ptrir l irrr. l 'his. al least. is an argunlent made hv l ' iotlan \\ i l l iatrrs \

i lu,rrr.t ' tunrr'"nlth is an idcnti l iablc social u.it l iut be1.nd lhis ob'i.tts l irct ' l trttt '

d,, we,tirt i,tgr., l.n a polity in rT'hiclr the disordcr ol dotrtinancc by 1l)e l ibido ' l)rrr-

t la,l. l j  pertairls Irom onc in whit h a rvcll ordcrcd social l i lL' pcrtains - a $Jorld rl l

*hi. 'h'orr.l lnu.y pcacc (Il l lrxlI l i l l i I( ls or{l ir l is) pcrrrri ls the trtoral l irrnlattolt ol cit i-

zer rs  in  househotds  and in . , , , . , . , , , , , ,n rn ,ea l t i rs  to  go  lb rn 'a rc i  ( \ \ / i l l i a rns  l9s ; i

55 Tll i r\ trtte l irrm ol corporate l ife is "purposir"e " Will iarns argues 
'cxistirrl l

so  as  to  nur tL l re  a  par t i cu la r :  k in i l  o l  huma[  l i l c :  in  bo th  l la r r l r i l y  a r ] ( l  l ) ' r l r \  '

au thor i ty  i s  de termi t rcd  in  re la l io r t  to  a  spcc i l i c  goa l  (p  6+) '
' l hc rc  i r re  au thent ic  po l i t i ca l  !a lues '  t l l ose  o l  c iv ic  o rder '  l i t i r t ress  t r t l t l  t l r t '

saleguarding ol soulcralt: all undcr (lod s providcncc arld (laLtntinll ly (ornp-llI

for Cltl ' istians. that pilgrim pcople rvho by clclinit ion cannot sirnply abstrrlr atlLl

rcllect thr norms a.cl understaitcli.g,f what is worlhy that pertail l  in the sur-

r,rundings in !! 'hich they l ind themsJlves outsicle of thc body of Christ the rccl'

sirr. Chrii i ians are not to hunkcr dorvn in the church but to approach the worlcl

^..-,<dne's condemnation of "publ ic l i t ' '  in thc clr lssi(al world is c( 'nsi\1'r l t l l

f"ffi:.;iilu.":::i:r:::t:::;',ilil'::,,':il].ff:'ii':iiii.;i:i',lll:':,:t,:iT':
ilJnautv t'e"o"t"..1't,"]il l,il'"'l',i,'i 1,,.' *,',"t,'. .r th(' cil]' .,1 (lo(l is comnritted
conmon hum^an'j'('1:: 

;,;,.' *;;;, .'rllccl Lrpon to d. s. itnd in resp.ncling 1o

firfj:ij!""i":Tllilltll;ll,:1,, $, l:ll:,"rii'iLT:Jxili:l [l ;lll
t lnues in the practirc ol t lLlrt t l rrrr i

(1987:68)

It is the interplav ol {(rrilrrr- irnd 'r4'il l i l(rs that t::i"i:: ' l 
:l '].1'::lt:l 

hcr otte or

the other prevails at u giu"n pointi" iirrre' citherrvithin the vcrl' lrcingol asing'le

il#;';il'. ,l:.ll::1,:'"::::i,[lii.']ii,[i;ii:,,Ifi]li,:;il:.ihliT:ilil:
for the reign of t ttpirl i lrts nd t nc a

inate, and maximizc thc space lvlthin which (l lr i l( l 's operales F'or a lust to donl-

inate taints and pervcrts ott ttu""tn |:"luriuns' from laluily to city Sirnilarl]" a

decent love, a conccrn lor l lrc ulell-h(lrlE t ' l  l l l  ir l  thc h'ruschrrlt l or i l l  tt l t clt\ ' '

strengthens the delicate l i lal l lel lts ol pe;ret" 1'he sil l  t lral l l lar\ t l l t cirrthlY citv is

i l;;t. i  arbilrarv pou'e r or thc cr":r-prescnt possibil i ty ol strch l ly ( olrtri lsl '

thebasis for a more iust order is f 'cicd b1' tou" 
't 'hc tltcr.tre ol the 1wo cit ics is thc

metaphor that enables Augr.lstitre to trace I hc' choreograplly of humatr rclat totts'

Every human community is plagr'rcd b1' a p{)verty strickc'n l i ind ol po\\ 'e r '  i l

kind of scramble . . . for losl 0,,; i;;;; unti ttun"tt ".brrt thcre arr sit lulta-

neously present the l i l t- lbrg,ivirlg irnJ getrtler nslnl: l-L' l lovttrg totrcet tr '  ntutrt-

altty, iomestic and civic pca.r' {,rusL''tine',:lt-i...*.1:1].,, l,[::,ttJ:.]il:
f undamen ta l l y  d i f l ( , r c t l l  i r l l i l u ( l ( ' \  (  v i l l L  c ( l  \ \  i l l l i t l  l l t l r l l i l l l .  \ ( , ' t . l i l r  r r , l

by human beings. otle attitudc ii a porrerlul fcclitrg ol thc lttl lrtess of li le r\

human being vt'i l l Ir.t be a"nua"i ii [; t;; ;i;" gi'es or rnalics a gitl .l ' thc scll

to others. one s dependence on othcrs is not a tlitl inutiotr but an (rtlrichrllcnl (t

trt.r.u.irt" 
"irr". 

uititu,t" rp.ing. trot. crtrllle'l:::.1:,:1ll::'::iit]i::i:,"|;:l;
ment .  a  penu ry  u f  s | i r r l .  l l t c  ! \ ' i l )  unc  re i l t  l l (  s  u l l l  ( r r  L l ( ' \ f n  l ( )  o r r

aiff".".i"ii it,ia", i. ,t.lt ingtv iistincl l 'rom a spirit ol resentment etncl cotr-

tempt' one condcscencls,,^""ri,itt 't ' in"t' one is hostilc to li le itscll Bul liom

that fellow fceling in uu. n"ur,, f, 't ttt" nriscry ol othcrs' we.come to thcir help

by comir]g togcthcr wirh ,n"-, 
' 
a,,tir"J.: 

'.ompassi(n.r 
{the mrrking-out of

caritas) eradicates contenlpt und dt"o"t" But this \ /orking out can ncvcr

nchieve anythir.tg like pertcction in*ifl" '"oft" of earthly tir.nc and history (the

saeculunt).
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The Two Cities

In  h is  boo l i  s r rc r r r l r r r r r  ( l  c )70) .  w idc ly  nckDowlec lged as  one o l  lhc  most  in )po f -

tant attelnpts to unpack /\ugustinc and to situatc him as civic atrd polit icirl the-

orist. Robert Markus argues that Augtlstine ainted to achievc a nutntrer e1

c0mplex lhings with his charactcrizatiot) o[ the lwo cit ics One rvas to sorl oll l

the itory,l all earthll,cit ies. A.!l.sti.c. hc argrres. pro'it les et. accou.l . l  1he

earthly cily (civitrts- terrtt ltr) from Assyria through li.ome, atld shows the wal"s ir l

rvhictreYen the chcrishcd goal of pe'acc all too olicn ends in conqttcst ttt ld t i i l t lr-

inilt ion. Itence no rcal peace at all. lhelir l lnessoi pe acc is re sen,cd lbr thc Il ea\ -

enly city (t, ivitcs rl, i) and i1s cternal peacc. In this way AuS,ustine creates lrarrit ls

t0 fhe absolutizirrg ancl srrcralizing of an1' polit ical arrarlgenrent. l l is repudialion

ol the theology under$'rit ing the ltotion of an i l l l)r,ri l lrr l ( ' l lr istl. i , l l i f t l  l ics i l l  pirrt

in his worry that any idcntiftcalion of the city ol God n'ith att carthly ortlcr

inlites sircralization of huntan arrallgements ttttr l a datrgcrous idolatry 
"\t 

t l l t

si lrne time. eartl l ly institt l l ions havc a real clainl on us. it l ld our nlembership l l l

a polity is not reclucible to misery and punishmcnl, Augtrsline beg,ins $'ith a prc-

sLimption of the priority ol peacc over vr'ar. and he rcpudiates all slories ol lnl l l l-

ical human beginnings that prcsune disordcr anci war as our prinlor(l ial

colldit ion. I 'he earthly (i ly derivL's l ionl our tt lrning away lioln lovt: atrcl its

source l(lod)to\,ard rt ' i l l l t l lness and a poYerty slricken kitrd ol l l t[t 'er. l]ccatrst'

carthly lrrlcstns is t ied to thc templatiolls inherellt in thilt l i)rm ol power we cirl l

r lo r r r i r t io r t ,  there  can be  t lo  such th inE i  as  an  ear th ly  sacra l  soc ic ly  o r  s l i l t c

r\ugr.rstine bcgins his ttrtpackittg o[ the origil ls and cnds ol thc I \ ' \ 'o cit ies ir]
' l 'hc City ol Qxl. part t l, brxrh Xl. ' l 'he povcrty stricl ien kintl ol prtru'r is hert rt ' l l

crcncecl aucl hutnan beings arc l i l ienecl to the l ir l lcn atlgcls vr'ho havc tLtl lr '  'J

away lrom (]ocl. In brxrk XII AuS,tlstine (ollt inLtcs the thclne o[ tt lr l] i l lg i l \\ ir\ '

tying the trvo cit ics to ortlered or disortlcrcd wil ls and clcsircs Wilh booli XIV ue

gct t ihe clisobedience ol the first Itttrn leitrl i l lg not to deatll everlitslttrg lts vt"' i t lr l

have beett the case n'it l lout (ltxi s grace , but to division - within the se l l bcl$ccrr

sc l l  and  ( ) ther .  be tu ,ee l t  l ta t io t l s  and cu l tu res .  Whatcvu ' the  cu l lu re  o r  I la t io r r '

none is n'hole u|lto himsclf or itsclf conlplcte atld perlcct: each is ntarkcd bY tl lL'

rl irr isions Augr.rstine here cirl ls "the standard ol the l lesh" by c()rrtrasl to l lrf

s landar t l  o f  the  sp i r i t '  (1972 ' .  517)  ' l ' l r i s  i s  no t  i l  sc rcc( l  ag  ins t  thc  bodv  bL t l

against the abusc of the body under thc rule ol the fleslt

With b(nk XV hc r/ritcs of Lwo classes" or "t\ '() cit ie s. speakirtg allegoricall l '  :

tu u,arrtirtg to atrv nho \,\()uld conflate specil ic carthll 'conligtrt 'aliolls n'ith lt is

(lominitnl uretaphor. It is an allcgorical rcprcsclltatioll of a grcat m)'stcr]" ' l ' lrr

clcan and the uncleiur comc logethcr withil l  the frltrncwrrk irl t l lc churtlr '

u,ithin the boundarics of humatr c'ornmutrit ies ( 1972: 6'+t3) l l tr l the cilv of (l(xl

is turned towarcl God s rvil l . u' ith $'hich it hopcs to bc itt accorcl: the cit] '  of matr

is constructed and rutr accordinla to man's standards and designs (l ivcn tl lat

there is a 'darkness that attends the l i le of hurnan society." [e\tt should sit conr-

lortably on "the judge's bench." but sit there the tudge must. "for the claims ol

-  
, \ t t . us r lN l ,  4 l

r-ren society constri l in him antl draw him to this dutl ' ; antl it is unthirrhable

ilIUr,ttr, he sht-ruld shirk.il lp x6rr)'
- 

[gre mutt not .hirk vr'rrrldly r( '.sponsibil i t ics. because temporal peace is a good,

*Iiether it js thc peace ol lheb(rdy, ttr lelkxt'ship with onc s own kitrd. or the pro-

frLn mud" fo. lood and clothing and care. Anrid the shadorl, 's that hovcr over

,id u.ong o", ,h:.1: uf": as, alrtadv notcd, two rules n it l l ir) our rcach and thar

rc should follow: 
'hrsl. 1()_dL, n,) harm to any()rrc, and, sccondlv. 1o help cve'ry-

one whenever pustible I I q7l; t{7l). Thc most just hun.tan civic arrar)gcments

are those that afibrd thc rvit lest scope to non-hatnu-doing ancl to le' l lou,ship an1

mutuality. If mutuality, evcn ul thc carlhlv imperlcct sort. is to be attainc(I. therc

must be a compromisc betucctl l lumatt rYil ls attd the carthlY cily musl l ind tr

way to forge bonds of peace. 1'lt is she l inds very dil l icult try defirrit ion, givcn thc

distortions of the lust kr tlominatc.

By contrast, the heavenl], city on carthly pilgrimage is bc'l lcr able lo l i)rqc
peace by call ing out "cit izens front all nalions artcl so collccts a society ol alier)s.

speaking all languages." Shc the(ivilrrrd(i docsthisnol by anrrull ing or abol-
ishing earthly dilferenccs but even throLtgh mainlaiDing them so long as (;(xl

can  be  worsh ippcd"  (1972:  l J7 lJ ) . ' l ' he  l i l c  o l  thc  sa in t ,  thc  l i fe  o l  thc  c i l i ze r r .  i s  i r
social l i fe. Therc must bc a balancc in our attention to earthlv ir l lhirs: thus a
p€rson ought not to be so leisurecl as to take no thoughl in tltat lcisurr: I irr the
interest of his ncighbor. nOr so active as l0 lcel n() neeai lor the colttemplirt ion 0l'
God," If we are to "pronlote the n'ell-bcirrg of contmon pcoplc'. n'e nlust lo\,(,
God and love our neighbor and lhc onc hclps to Lrrrderscorc ancl lo anirnatc thc
other (p. 880). In his recorrsidcrtrt ion oi bool< XIX of r\Lrsusline s rnaslerrrwrrk,
O l iver  O Donov i rn  a rgr rcs  t l ra t  . \ugusr i r r t  r t . lo r l r r r l i r l c r l

something l ikc thc tradil ioDal coD(.cpt ol socic'ty or)(l morit l i lv itr ncu lentrs r^' l) jch
would give duc recognil ion both lo thc Icality ol t ltc rnorirl ordt'r-rl l t ich nralies
social existencc possible i lnd 1{) its fuDdi nentii l ly f lavr'cd charactcr. ,.\ultusl t(
embarks on a radical, but not rc!()lutiotrarl policv ol charircterising irl l  polit i .s i l l
terms of moral ri i .rord(r . rt ir ich i l scll pro| idcs an cx nl:r nal ior r r)l thrit. Dolit ica l r ),11,r.
since, in Augustine s firnrly Platorrir: r ' i .rr ' . . lrs,,rdt]r i\ n,)t lruLl Llut :r I j t i lurc in lhc
underlying moral order. . . A vicc. in olhcr $ords. is a Dcrvcrsiol) ol \, ir lt(,: i t is a
d isorder  wh ich  i \ l r cd i r l r ) r \  o r  \ r ) l r r ' { , r ' ,1 , ' .  r { r '0 , 'u , ) \ ' i r l  l , r r -  t r ' :

Refusing to grant a frcc-stancling orj!, inarl, status to disorcler or tr) sil is nol
on ly  one way / \ugus t i r l c  l rguc( l  aga ins l  lhc  \ lan icheans:  i l  r cu l i t i r l s  a  rad ica l l l '
provocative account thi, l bears profounci poli l icit l  iniplications l irr our under-
standing of polit ical evil an.l 

"uil-, luers, 
a thcnrc I consider in l l le concludir]t:

sec t ion  bc lo r , r  ( l : l sh la i r  I99  jJ .

- 
H€re it is important to note that n,lralcver 1\ugustine s acquicscencc in thc

received social arrangcntcnts ()l his t inlc. he leli as a pcrrlrancnl legacy a corr-
o€rhnation o[ thar lust krr domiD.orr thirt distorls thc hurnan pcrsonalitJ,. mar-
nage, the family, antl all other human social rclations. i l)cludinr{ civic l i le ancl
rl lembership. Augustinc is scathing in his dr-nuncii lt ion ol arrogant priclelulness;
unstinting in his praisc ol the works of service, neighborliness. and a love thal
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simultaneously judges ancl succors (judges because we must distinguish go.d
from cvil, sell ishness lrom kirrdness. and so on ). Lovc and justice are intcrtwine,l '
on earth and in heaven. Yet the r,r 'orld is t i l led with horrors. including rvar. 1q,,i '
does Autiustine squarc his regrctful justi l icration of a celtain sor1. ol \4ar rvjth hi;
call 1o love and peace? It is to this theme that I no!r'turn.

Augustine on War and Pcacc

r\ full treatrnent of this theme would require an assessment of Augustirle\
complcx thcodiclr That is bcyond the scope of this essay. l lut a brief discLrssiol
js needetl in order to grasp Augustilre s theology of $'ar ancl pcacc. Augustine
acknowledges the seductive allure of erri l. He famously lells the story o1 a 1,outl1-
It l pranli stcaling pcars - that \ ras done not from hunger but from pleirsurs
in the deed itsell and in the lellor.r 'ship rvith others nho tooh part in the cleed,
It tooli Augustine many years. including a sustained detour through
Manicl.tc'anisn, bclorc he rcjcctctl dccisivcly mctaphysical dualism and rr.pudi.
ated any claim that evil is a sclf-sustaininEl. generative principle ol oppositirrn tg
gooci. The Manichcans had located cvil in creation i lself as the worli ol a
demonic demiurge; thus the body was tainLed by delinit ion. But, I irr Augustine,
creation is good.' l 'hc body is good. not polluted. lt is what r,t e do with thc brxl) 't
[ 'hat u'e do to creation, that either marks our bodics n'ith the stain oi sin,
$,ickedncss, and cruclty or clocs not, at any given point in time. Auguslinct
famous articulation of human liee r,r ' i l l  enters at this juncture a concept
Hannah Arendt  c red i ts  r {  i th  be ing  an  or ig ina l  con l r ibu t ion  by  August inc .  \ ! c
cttn chqrsc'to clo rvrong anci nc often do, [<rr rve are marhcd from the bcginnitrg
\rrith the trace of originarv disobeclience. The choice of evil is itr and of itseli 

' irn

inrprcssive pr(x)[ that the rdtrrl, is good" (Augustine 1972:448).
l ivi l is a fall ing away liom the good, and lve arc the agent:i ol this lall ing au'al '

not bccausc the body is cormpt, but because we can defi le it. There is no sLrch
thing as cvil 'by naturc." Evil is thc turning of a l imitcd crcaturc l i 'rxr (lod to

hirnsclf and. hence, lt l  an absolutizing ol his own llawccl r,r ' i l l .  This turnin!i rna\'
beconre habitual, a kind of second nature. In this way. Augustjne g,ivcs cvil i ls

duc u'ithout giving it the day l lvi l is the name n'e give to a class of acts and ptrl ir-

l ivc motivcs.' l 'he fruits of this turning away 'rlclude ir hatrecl of l initude and ir

latcll l  thirst for what might be called a kind of anticreatjon: a lust to dcslro\r
War is a spccies ol that destrLrction; hence. war is always a tragedy cvcn "\\ 'hcrl

jus t . "  l l u t  i l  nar  i s  l i l s t  and lb rcmost  an  examplc  o f  human s in lu l lncss  l r t t t l  J

turning from the goocl, holv car it possibly bc justif ied undcr any circumstiit)aL 5

It worhs l ike this. Augustine begins by dcconstruding thc Roman pcacc tls ir

lalse claim lo peacc. lnstcacl. Romc conquered and was hcrsclf couquered bv l ler
owo lust to dominale over oLhers. "1'hink ol all the batl. les fought. all thc bloocl
Lhat rvas poured out. so that almost all tbe nations ol ltaly, by whosc help the
Roman Empire wieldecl that overu,helming por,r 'er, should be subjugated as if

,wv *," !:::^^: ::Iili,i":;rffi::' lfi?J"i,1'"'J,,il.T:Ii:.',['i:'iJ,i.i,xl
td "{tc::::;.. i;e Empire becamc a kingdom without justice, its rulers littlc
@1.1'"1 ,..i.tnaLgang on a grand scale Here AuElustine famously repeats

[:$f*,l;*""t*:!lil.'[:]r'r:fi Fi.';i[trir.r,*[:rIfr
;li;;;;"'" t d" jl *lll 

.1 1l:u^:'"'i 
l'm callcd a pirate: because vou have a

l jrfrty nuuy, you're called an empcror"' (Atlgusline 1972: I l9) Augustine

Lii"o r'ogg"ro,t u, the Romans shtxrld havc crectcd a monument to the foreign

loitt"."-rna.utt"a her'Aliena" because they made such good usc ol her bv pro-

Jiming ttrat all their. rT'ars u'ere defensive : it $'as thcrelbre. necessary to

Jooiur" op un i.placablc foreiplrr foc in order to iuslify thcr-c ravages For Rome,

oeac" b""um" iust another name lbr dottt iniunt l[ \a'ar's ravalies are. in part a

iunishment for sin, human beings siu, ollcn savagel-v in cnacting that punish-

ment. Primarity. ht)wev(]r. Augustinc emplrasizes thc l iccly cltoscn nature ctl n'ar

and assigns responsibil i ty lo those who engagc in it.

If you reflect on the terriblc slaughler of war carriecl out lbr wickccl uotives

and to unworthy ends, yor.t wil l determinc to rvage only Iimiteci. justi l iable n'ars

even as you lament the fact that thcy must sometimcs be waged given iniustice:

so Augustine argues. There are occasional real wars of dcfcnse. Thc $ ise rulcr

and polity takcs up arms only n,itb grcal rcluctitttce itnd pcnitcnce. (i iven r\ugrts-

tine's account of I imited justi l iabil i ty lor u'ars l irught only ft)r ccrtt j in luolives,
he is frequently krdgcd as thc granclfathcr of ' just war" thinking. (Olhers. ol '
course, rank him as a forebear of polit ical realisrn.'1'hcre is no reasolt hc cirnnot
be both, depending on r,r,hat one undersiands b1' rcalisnr and iust \ ' \,ar rcspec-
tively.) Augustine appreciates what modern international rclations thcorists call
the "security dilemma." Pcoplc never posscss a l i ingdom

so securely as not to fcar subjugalion by thcir cnernics; in lact. such is thc i[sti l
bil i ty of human all i l irs that no pcople has ever bccn allovr,ccl such it i lcgrcc of tran-
quil l i ty as 10 rcmo\,e all dread ol hosti le attaclis on lheir l i le in this world. That
place which is pronrised as a d$'ell ing ol such pcacc and sr:cLrrity is clcrnal, alld js
reserved for cternal beirrgs, i[ "the mollrcr, thc Icrusalcm \{hich is l icc. (]\Llgtls-
tine 19 72: 7.1]_,1)

One must sirnply l ivc rvilh this shadovr', a penurnbra ol leal ancl ttorrj ' , otl this
earth. But one must not give oncsclf ovcr to it. not u,ithoLlt overn'ectting iusti l l-
cation. When one capitulates to this lear. one gcts horriblc vvars (t desl.ruction
hcluding social and civic n ars. And cach u,ar invites i lr)othcr, g,iven the mimetic
quality of instanliations of destruction. Eactr r 'r ar breeds discontents and rescrlt-
ments that invite a tenciencv to even tnc score.

By contrast, the just mleiwagcs a justi l iablc u,ar ol necessily. $rhether against
unwarranted aggression aDd attack or to rescuc the innocent l iom certaiD
qestruction. 

The motivation must be neigbbor lor,e and a dcsire for a morc
authentic peace. This is a grudging endorsement ol a lesser evil; war is never
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named as a normative good, only as a tragic necessity. It must be noted that res.
cuing the self alone is not a iustification for violence: better to suffer wrons th,'*
to commit it. But our sociality imbeds certain requirements of neighboi to,l^'
most powerfully and poignantly so in the case of the ruler, who bears the respon"-
sibility for the well-being of a people. It is, then, through our intrinsic socialit,'
and under the requirement to do no harm and help whe.rever one can. that fqi
is occasionally justifiable. Augustine's reasoning here falls within the domain f,i
accounts ol comparative iustice, and his argument, which is not a fully fleshgd
out systematic theory of war so much as a theological account of war, involvei
the occasional violation of a fundamental principle - do not kill unjustly, or
murder - in the name of an overriding good.

It is important to observe that a close reading of Augustine,s account shows
that one must lament even justifiable wars and reflect on them, not with vain_
glory, but with great sorrow Not to look back with grief marks one as pitiablg
and contemptible. There are no victory parades in Augustine's world; for,
however just the cause, war stirs up temptations to ravish and to devour, often
in order to ensure peace. Just war, for Augustine, is a cautionary tale, not an
incautious and reckless call to arms. For peace is a great good, so good that,,no
word ever falls more gratefully upon the ear, nothing is desired with greater
longing, in fact, nothing better can be found.,' peace is .,delightlul,' and ,.dear to
the heart of all mankind" (1972: 866.

Augustine Concluded

The vast mountain of Augustinian scholarship keeps growing. It long ago sur-
passed a book version of Mt. Everest, so much so that no single scholar or group
of scholars could master it all. This is true of Augustine,i work alone. peter
Brown claims that Isidore of Seville once "wrote that if anyone told you he had
read all the works of Augustine, he was a liar,, (Brown 1972: 311). One always
has the sense with Augustine that one has but scratched the surface. Indeed, his
works have not yet been translated entirely into English. That proiect is now
underway, and there are some l7 volumes of his homilies alone tirat have made
their way into translation. Much of the new scholarship on Augustine remarks,
often with a sense of critical wonderment, on just how ,,contemporary" he is
giv€n the collapse of political utopianism, by which I mean attempts to order
political and social life under an overarching Weltnnscha n0lhat begins, as any
such attempt must, with a flawed anthropology about human malleability and
even perfectibility. We recognize, looking back, the mounds of bodies on which
so many political projects rest, including the creation oI the nation-state systen
we took for granted for over three centuries and now observe to be fraving
around the edges.

The teleology of historic progress is no longer believable, although a version
of it is still touted by voluptuaries of techno-progress or genetic engineering that
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" the human race. The presumably solid underpinnings of the

in the twentieth century under the onslaught of Nietzsche and

anthropology taught lessons of cultural contingencies Con-
of rhetoric have rediscovered the importance and vitality of

the ways in which all of our political and social life and thought

in available rhetorical forms.
would have surprised Augustine. What would sadden him is the

to substitute one extreme for another: for example, a too thor-
of disembodied reason gives way to a too thoroughgoing

reason's demise. Importantly, one must rescue Augustine from those

appropriate him to a version of political limits or "realism" that

hls insistence on the great virtue of hope and the call to enact pro-

That does not mean he should be called to service on behalf of
democracy." It does mean he can never be enlisted on behalf of

of humankind.
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