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correct, then it is obvious thar some
of the Semites and Indo-Europeans
must have retained a mooolheistic
faith when other nations had already
long degenerated into polytheism.
The Egyptian priesthood, for ex-
ample, continued the practice of
animal sacrifice, but polytheisrn pre-
dominated until Akhenalen re-
instated a kind of monotheism for a
few years. The Minoan civilizaticn of
Crete also had animal sacdfice al the
centre of its religion, but a degener-
ate view of the gods is evident before
its overthrow.

The earliest religious history of
China is very hard to study. The
Chinese script, not being phonetic,
gives us no linguistic clues to rhe
names ofGod. In the sj-{h century Bc
rhe joint attack ofTaoism and Confu-
cianism virtually oblitemted the an-
cient Chinese pdestly and sacrificial
worship. !{e can dimly trace, how-
ever) the supreme sky-god who was
worshipped as Shang-ri or Hao-Tieo.
He was approached through rhe
Kiao, Hsian and Hsien sacrifices.
These were offered in rhe open air
and. like the biblical sacrifices. in-
cluded killing an animal, splinkling
its blood, and burning the carcass on
an alta!. In spite of successive waves
of Taoism. Confucianism, Buddhism
and early Christianity, Chinese sacri-
ficial worship continued in temples
here and there until the communists
took ovet.

So the case for an original mono-
theism and worship through animal
sacrifice, with subsequent degener-
ation into polytheism, is by no means
proved. But it is certainly much
easier to frt it into the recurring cycles
of history than a gradual upward
evolution of religion. Where
documented case-histodes are avail-
able, as among the early Aryans and
Hebrews, the evidence for degener-
ation is strong.

The whole of biblical history, and
the subsequent history of the Chlist-
ian church, illustrates that God re-
veals himself as Creator, provides a
way of forgiveness and fellowship
through sacrifice, and all sacrifices
have rheir meaning and fulfrlment in
the death of Jesus Christ. The Bible
and church history also furnish many

tragic i l lustrat ions of man's inveterqlo
desire to add deities which are lerr
demanding, and tum sac fice or th;
COmmUnlOn SerVlCe lnlo a bflbe to
force God's hand.

Priests and priestcraft
rJfhy was the emergence ofpriestcraft
as an institution common to ancienl
India, China, Egypt, classical Greeqs
and Rome, many other civilizations,
and even the medieval Christiqn
church?

Firs( we must try to picture wor-
ship based on animal sacrifice in is
simplest form. To modern man rhe
very idea of animal sacrifice conjure5
up revolting images of dark, super'
stitious rites and gory victims. It is
important to realize that before the
rise of Jainism and Buddhism in the
slxth centutv Bc men were mcat-
eaters, as they still are in most pafls
of the world. If animals are to be
eaten, they have to be killed, and
most races have agreed lhat the blood
should be drained out fiom lhe car-
cass. This happens in our'Western
civilization in thousands of slaughter-
houses. W'e turn away our eyes, bul
for early man each 'sacrifice' had a
spiritual significance. Vhen we read
of thousands of animals being sac-
rificed by Solomon, we could simply
paraphrase'he gave a big feast for al l
the oeoole'.  [n borh Greek and
Hebriw-the same word is used for
saclifice and killins animals.

The important thing about animal
sacrifice in the Bible is that God used
the joyous occasions ofeating meat as
visual aids to teach spidtual uuihs.
There is nothing more primitive or
obnoxious about attaching spirilual
truths to animal sacrifice than lo
bread and wine. The animal sac-
rifices looked forward to Chrisl's
death and resufiection iust as the
Christian communion services look
back. That a wide variety of spiritual
meaninss was attached to animal sac-
rifice islvident from rhe Old Tesla-
ment books ofExodus, Leviticus lrld
Numbers. These various rites can be-
seen as different facets ofrhe death ol
Chrisr and the same facets of hls
death are now expressed in the
communion service or eucharist.
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