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5?3;/ READER "'

Contracts and Letters

Edited from Select non-literary Papyri, vol. 1



THE KOINE DIALECT:

I.  For a summary of the most widely accepted theory of the Attic origins of the

6@4<¬ *4V8,6J@H, the international language of the Eastern Mediterranean from

the third century B.C. onwards, see Robert Browning, Medieval and Modern

Greek, Cambridge 1983 (1969), Chapter 2 (esp. 20-22) and Wendy Moleas, The

Development of the Greek Language, Bristol Classical Press, 1989, (15-16).

II.  Sources for our knowledge of 6@4<Z

– private documents on papyrus found in Egypt illustrate the non-literary

language of ordinary people for both business and personal

communications.  A selection of these is easily available in A.S.Hunt and

C.C.Edgar, Select Papyri, vol 1, LCL 1959 (1932) from which most of the

following texts are edited.

– literary texts both secular and religious:  historians (Polybius, Diodorus),

philosophers (Epictetus)

– the Septuagint  (the translation into Greek of the Hebrew scriptures)

– the New Testament and other early Christian writings (e.g. the Apostolic

Fathers).

– testimonia of the ancient grammarians

III.  Some changes in pronunciation and spelling, usage and grammar that will be

seen in the following texts.

–  inconsistent loss of distinctly long vowels:  �<2D@B@H < �<2DTB@H,

:X < :Z

–  iotacism: 4, ,4, 0, @4 and later L and L4 all came to be pronounced the

same as 4, leading to spelling variations: e.g. :X<4< < :X<,4<, ,Ç < ³,

(,4<fF6T < (4(<fF6T, L,Ê`H < LÊ`H, P4D`H < P,4D`H

–  , and "4 are pronounced and (inconsistently) spelled the same

B"4B"\*,L:"4 < B,B"\*,L:"4, ,ÜP@:, < ,ÜP@:"4, �6"4DXTH <

�6,D"\TH



–  some inconsistency in the use of breathing marks as the rough breathing

goes out of use.

–  many second aorists are replaced by first aorists µ82" < µ82@<,

³<,(6" =³<,(6@< 

–  fusion (and confusion) of perfect and aorist

–  loss of optative

–  increased use of diminutives N,D<VD4@< < N,D<Z and in general more

productive suffixes

–  loan words from Latin: 6@:,<JVD4@<, 6,<JLD\"

See Moleas chapter 2 and Browning pp. 23-45 for more details.

On the vocabulary of the papyrus documents and its relation to the

language of the New Testament see J. H. Moulton and G. Milligan, The

Vocabulary of the Greek New Testament:  illustrated from the papyri and

other non-literary sources, Grand Rapids, 1976 (1930).

Abbreviations:

BGU Berliner Griechische Urkunden

CP Classical Philology

P. Bour. Les Papyrus Bouriant, ed by P. Collart

P. Cairo Zen. Catalogue des antiquités égyptiennes du Musée du Cairo:  Zenon

Papyri, C.C.Edgar

P. Eleph. Elephantine-Papyri, O. Rubensohn

P. Lond. Greek Papyri in the British Museum, Grenfell and Bell

P. Oxy. The Oxyrhynchus Papyri, Grenfell & Hunt  

Rev. Eg. Revue égyptologique



      The month of Dius begins on 29 or 30 August.1

      ,É<"4 6"J� J"ÛJÎ ÓB@L "live together in the place where"2

      ,ÆV< = ¦V<3

       ô: = ô< as pronounced before a labial; see also J¬: N,D<Z< below.4

       B"D,bD,F4H, -,TH, º  pretext, pretense5

       B@ä< = B@4ä<, 6J8.6

       < J\<T  pay (a penalty or a debt)7

1

1.  P. Eleph. 1, 1-18

z!8,>V<*D@L J@Ø z!8,>V<*D@L $"F48,b@<J@H §J,4 ©$*`:å, AJ@8,:"\@L

F"JD"B,b@<J@H §J,4 J,F"D,F6"4*,6VJå, :0<ÎH )\@L .  FL((D"N¬1

FL<@464F\"H {/D"68,\*@L 6"Â )0:0JD\"H.  8":$V<,4 {/D"68,\*0H

)0:0JD\"< 5æ"< (L<"Ã6" (<0F\"< B"D� J@Ø B"JDÎH 7,BJ\<@L 5æ@L

6"Â J­H :0JDÎH M48TJ\*@H ¦8,b2,D@H ¦8,L2XD"< BD@FN,D@:X<0<

,Ê:"J4F:Î< 6"Â 6`F:@< *D"P:ä< P48\T<, B"D,PXJT *¥ {/D"68,\*0H

)0:0JD\� ÓF" BD@FZ6,4 (L<"46Â ¦8,L2XD� BV<J", ,É<"4 *¥ º:�H 6"J�

J"ÛJÎ ÓB@L  �< *@6± �D4FJ@< ,É<"4 $@L8,L:X<@4H 6@4<± $@L8± 7,BJ\<®2

6"Â {/D"68,\*®.  ,Æ�<  *X J4 6"6@J,P<@ØF" �8\F60J"4 ¦BÂ "ÆFPb<® J@Ø3

�<*DÎH {/D"68,\*@L )0:0JD\", FJ,DXF2T ô:  BD@F0<X(6"J@ BV<JT<,4

¦B4*,4>VJT *¥ {/D"68,\*0H Ó J4 �< ¦(6"8® )0:0JD\� ¦<"<J\@< �<*Dä<

JD4ä<, @áH �< *@64:V.TF4< �:N`J,D@4.  :¬ ¦>XFJT *¥ {/D"68,\*®

(L<"Ã6" �880< ¦B,4FV(,F2"4 ¦N' à$D,4 )0:0JD\"H :0*¥

J,6<@B@4,ÃF2"4 ¦> �880H (L<"46ÎH :0*¥ 6"6@J,P<,Ã< :0*¥<

B"D,LDXF,4  :0*,:4� {/D"68,\*0< ,ÆH )0:0JD\"<0  ,Æ�< *X J4 B@ä<5 6

J@bJT< �8\F60J"4 {/D"68,\*0H 6"Â ¦B4*,\>® )0:0JD\" ¦<"<J\@<

�<*Dä< JD4ä<, @áH �< *@64:V.TF4< �:N`J,D@4, �B@*`JT {/D"68,\*0H

)0:0JD\� J¬: N,D<¬< ¼< BD@F0<X(6"J@ 6"Â BD@F"B@J,4FVJT  �D(LD\@L7



      ¦( = ¦68

      JX8@H §P,4<  a legal term  "to have fulfillment"; that is, Demetria will have the right to9

demand payment as if she had won a legal suit before the court. 

      FL<V88"(:", -"J@H, J`  contract, covenant 10

       J@Â = @Ê11
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z!8,>"<*D,\@L *D"P:�H P48\"H.  º *¥ BD�>4H §FJT 6"2VB,D ¦(  *\60H8

6"J� <`:@< JX8@H ¦P@bF0H  )0:0JD\� 6"Â J@ÃH :,J� )0:0JD\"H9

BDVFF@LF4< ¦6 J, "ÛJ@Ø {/D"68,\*@L 6"Â Jä< {/D"68,\*@L BV<JT< 6"Â

¦(("\T< 6"Â <"LJ46ä<.  º *¥ FL((D"N¬ »*, 6LD\" §FJT BV<J® BV<JTH

ñH ¦6,Ã J@Ø FL<"88V(:"J@H  (,(,<0:X<@L, ÓB@L �< ¦B,(NXD®10

{/D"68,\*0H 6"J� )0:0JD\"H ´ )0:0JD\" J, 6"Â J@Â  :,J� )0:0JD\"H11

BDVFF@<J,H ¦B,(NXDTF4< 6"J� {/D"68,\*@L.  6bD4@4 *¥ §FJTF"<

{/D"68,\*0H 6"Â )0:0JD\" 6"Â J�H FL((D"N�H "ÛJ@Â J�H "ßJä<

NL8VFF@<J,H 6"Â ¦B,(NXD@<J,H 6"J' �88Z8T<.  :VDJLD,H 58XT<

',8è@H, z!<J46DVJ0H I0:<\J0H, 7bF4H I0:<\J0H, )4@<bF4@H I0:<\J0H,

z!D4FJ`:"P@H 5LD0<"Ã@H, z!D4FJ`*46@H 5è@H.

Proper names:  

Herakleides, Demetria, Leptines, Philotis.  Ptolemaios is Ptolemy Soter.

311 B. C. P. Eleph. 1, 1-18

Elephantine-Papyri, O. Rubensohn



      Names:  Protarchus, Zois & Irenaeus, children of Heracleides, Antipatros son of Zenon.
12

      J­H FLFJVF0H "ÛJ@ÃH FL:$4fF,TH "from the union (cohabitation) engaged in13

[FLFJVF0H < FL<\FJ0:4] by them."

      6D4JZD4@< means of judgment, court of judgment, tribunal14

      Jè ¦<,FJäJ4 §J,4 "the present year"  ¦<\FJ0:4 be present.15

      an Egyptian month beginning 28 or 29 October.16

      < �BXPT hold off, have in full.17

      P4D`H = P,4D`H18
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2.  P. Oxy. 1206

ADTJVDPå B"D� -T\*@H J­H {/D"68,\*@L :,J� 6LD\@L J@Ø �*,8N@Ø

+ÆD0<"\@L J@Ø {/D"68,\*@L 6"Â B"D� z!<J4BVJD@L J@Ø -Z<T<@H.  12

FL(PTD@ØF4< -TÂH 6"Â z!<J\B"JD@H 6,PTD\F2"4 �B' �88Z8T< J­H

FLFJVF0H "ÛJ@ÃH FL:$4fF,TH  6"J� FL(PfD0F4< *4� J@Ø "ÛJ@Ø13

6D4J0D\@L  Jè ¦<,FJäJ4  4.' §J,4 5"\F"D@H {!2bD , º *¥ -TÂH14 15 16

�B,FP06X<"4  B"D� J@Ø z!<J4BVJD@L *4� P4DÎH  ¦> @Ç6@L Ô ,ÉP,< ,ÆH17 18

N,D<VD4@< Ê:"J\*4" ¦< �D(LD\@L *D"P:"ÃH ©6"JÎ< ,Ç6@F4 6"Â ¦<TJ\T<

PDLFä< .,Ø(@H0  ,É<"4 :¥< "ÛJ`2,< �6LD@< J¬< J@Ø (V:@L FL(PfD0F4<,

:¬ ¦B,8,bF,F2"4 *¥ J¬< -T\*" :0*' �88@< ßB¥D "ÛJ­H ¦BÂ JÎ<

z!<J\B"JD@< B,DÂ �B"4JZF,TH J@Ø N,D<"D\@L, �:N@JXD@LH *¥ ¦B'

�88Z8@LH :ZJ, B,DÂ FL:$4fF,TH :0*¥ B,DÂ �88@L :0*,<ÎH �B8äH Jä<

ªTH J­H ¦<,FJfF0H º:XD"H, �N' ½H 6"Â ¦>,Ã<"4 J± :¥< -T\*4

FL<"D:`.,F2"4 �88å �<*DÂ 6"Â Jå *¥ z!<J4BVJDå �88® (L<"46Â

�:N@JXD@4H �<LB,L2b<@4H @ÞF4, 6"Â PTDÂH J@Ø 6bD4" ,É<"4 J�



      ¦<XPT keep fast within, passive, be entangled in, be liable to19

      BD`FJ4:@<, J` fine, penalty.20

      a month beginning March 26.21

      ßB"J,\" the office of àB"J@H, the consulate.22

      Aurelius Heracles, son of Harasis23

      º:ÃH = º:,ÃH24

      ñH with numbers, about, approximately25

      LÊ`H + 20 /2,  adoption26

      J� ... *\6"4" subject of :X<,4<27

      ¦>XFJ, = ¦>XFJ428

      *@L8@- + �(-29
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FL(6,PTD0:X<" §J4 6"Â ¦<XP,F2"4  JÎ< B"D"$"\<@<J" J@ÃH J, $8V$,F419

6"Â Jè ñD4F:X<å BD@FJ\:å.   §J@LH 4.' 5"\F"D@H M"D:@Ø24  $'.20 21

13 B.C. Ägyptische Urkunden  aus den Museen zu Berlin:  Griechische Urkunden    B.G.U. 1103

{KB"J,\"H  z3@L8\@L 5T<FJ"<J\@L B"JD46\@L �*,8N@Ø J@Ø *,FB`J@L22

º:ä< 5T<FJ"<J\<@L !Û(@bFJ@L 6"Â {C@LN\@L z!8$\<@L Jä<

8":BD@JVJT<.  !ÛDZ84@H {/D"68­H {!DVF4@H  JÎ ¦NXFJ4@< §PT< ¦< J±23

8":BD� 6"Â 8":BD@JVJ® z?>LDL(P4Jä< B`8,4 6"Â º FL<@ØF" (L<¬

z!FVD4@< z!(V2T<@H �BÎ J­H "ÛJ­H B`8,TH 6"Â !ÛDZ84@H {SD\T<

{SD\T<@H �BÎ J­H "ÛJ­H B`8,TH �88Z8@4H P"\D,4<.   Ò:@8@(@Ø:,<

º:ÃH  :¥< Ó J, {/D"68­H 6"Â º (L<¬ +ÆFVD4@< ¦6*,*T6X<"4 F@Â Jè24

{SD\T<4 JÎ< ¦> º:ä< LÊÎ< A"J,D:@Ø24< ñH  ¦Jä< *b@ ,ÆH L,Ê@2,F\"< ,25 26

¦:¥ *¥ JÎ< {SD\T<" §P,4< J@ØJ@< (<ZF4@< LÊÎ< BDÎH JÎ :X<,4< "ÛJè J�

�BÎ J­H *4"*@P­H J­H 680D@<@:\"H :@L *\6"4" , 6"Â @Û6 ¦>XFJ,  :@427 28

J@ØJ@< �BfF"F2"4 @ÜJ, ,ÆH *@L8"(T(,\"<  �(,4< *4� JÎ ,Û(,<­ "ÛJÎ<29

,É<"4 6"Â ¦> ,Û(,<ä< (@<XT< ¦8,L2XDT<, òFB,D @Û*¥ 6"Â º:Ã< Jè J,



      �B">"B8äH "once for all"30

       :@<"P`<  "a single copy" [of a document]31

      aforesaid32
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{/D"68,4å 6"Â J± (L<,6Â +ÆF"D\0 ¦>XFJ, JÎ< B"Ã*" �B@FB�< �BÎ F@Ø

J@Ø {SD\T<@H *4� JÎ �B">"B8äH  ,ÆH L,Ê@2,F\"< ¦6*,*T6X<"4 F@430

"ÛJ`<, @Û*' "Þ :,J� J"ØJ" ¦>XFJ, J4<Â B"D"$X<,4< J� ¦<(,(D"::X<" *4�

JÎ ¦BÂ J@bJ@4H FL<B,BÃF2"4 6"Â FL<J,JÃF2"4.  6bD4" J� J­H L,Ê@2,F\"H

(DV::"J" *4FF� (D"NX<J" BDÎH JÎ ©6VJ,D@< :XD@H §P,4< :@<"P`< , 6"Â31

¦B,DTJ02X<J,H ßB' �88Z8T< ñ:@8@(ZF":,<.  ßB"J,\"H J­H

BD@6,4:X<0H  M"D:@Ø24 ... !ÛDZ84@H {SD\T< B"D,\80N" JÎ< B"Ã*" ,ÆH32

LÊ@2,F\"< 6"Â �B@(DVR@:"4 "ÛJÎ< ,ÆH ¦:"LJ@Ø (<ZF4@< LÊ@< BDÎH JÎ

:X<4< "ÛJè J� �BÎ J­H *4"*@P­H ¦6 680D@<@:\"H :@L ñH BD`64J"4, 6"Â

¦B,DTJ02,ÂH ñ:@8`(0F".  !ÛDZ84@H ... §(D"R" ßB¥D "ÛJ@Ø (DV::"J" :¬

,Æ*`J@H.

A.D. 335 P. Oxy. 1206

The Oxyrhynchus Papyri, Grenfell & Hunt  



      Ò 6"\ "also known as"33

      6@F:0J,bT hold the office of 6@F:0JZH (arranger, the magistrate in charge of the34

training of the §N0$@4).

      an Egyptian month beginning on 25 February.35

      Apparently, the system of short-hand writing.36

      8`(@H B,.`H prose37

      < �<"(4(<fF6T  know thoroughly, know again and again > read38

      �B"DJ\.T make perfect, complete (that is, complete his training)39

      ¦6*XP@:"4 wait for40

      BD@2,F:\" appointed time41
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3.  P. Oxy. 724

A"<,PfJ0H Ò 6"Â  A"<VD0H Jä< 6,6@F:0J,L6`JT<  J­H z?>LDL(P,4Jä<33 34

B`8,TH *4� ',:X88@L N\8@L z!B@88T<\å F0:4@(DVNå P"\D,4<. 

FL<XFJ0FV F@4 O"4DV::T<" *@Ø8@< BDÎH :V20F4< F0:,\T< ô<

¦B\FJ"J"4 Ò LÊ`H F@L )4@<bF4@H ¦BÂ PD`<@< §J0 *b@ �BÎ J@Ø ¦<,FJäJ@H

:0<ÎH M":,<ã2  J@Ø Ï6JT6"4*,6VJ@L §J@LH z!<JT<\<@L 5"\F"D@H J@Ø35

6LD\@L :4F2@Ø J@Ø FL:B,NT<0:X<@L BDÎH �88Z8@LH �D(LD\@L *D"P:ä<

©6"JÎ< ,Ç6@F4 PTDÂH ©@DJ46ä<, ¦> ô< §FP,H J¬< BDfJ0< *`F4< ¦<

*D"P:"ÃH J,FF"DV6@<J", J¬< *¥ *,LJXD"< 8ZR® J@Ø B"4*ÎH �<,480N`J@H

JÎ 6@:,<JVD4@<  Ó8@< ¦< *D"P:"ÃH J,FF"DV6@<J", J¬< *¥ JD\J0<36

8ZR@:"4 ¦BÂ JX8,4 J@Ø PD`<@L J@Ø B"4*`H ¦6 B"<JÎH 8`(@L B,.@Ø37

(DVN@<J@H 6"Â �<"(,4<fF6@<J@H  �:X:BJTH J�H 8@4B�H *D"P:�H38

J,FF"DV6@<J".  ¦�< *¥ ¦<JÎH J@Ø PD`<@L "ÛJÎ< �B"DJ\F®H , @Û639

¦6*X>@:"4  J¬< BD@6,4:X<0< BD@2,F:\"< , @Û6 ¦>`<J@H :@4 ¦<JÎH J@Ø40 41

PD`<@L JÎ< B"Ã*" �B@FB�<, B"D":,<,Ã *X F@4 :,J� JÎ< PD`<@< ÓF"H ¦�<



      �D(XT be unemployed, be idle, miss work42

       {Df<<L:4 be in good health43

       That is can actually predict that he will be a champion.44

      �8,\NT anoint, i.e. train for athletics45

      :X = :Z46

       �<Z8T:" expenses47

      �B@FBVT tear away from48

      @Ê �8,4N`:,<@4  the athletes now being trained49

       = ¦68@LFJD\H, -\*@H, º  bathing suit50
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�D(ZF®  º:XD"H ´ :­<"H.  §J@LH 40' !ÛJ@6DVJ@D@H 5"\F"D@H I\J@L42

!Æ8\@L {!*D4"<@Ø z!<JT<,\<@L E,$"FJ@Ø +ÛF,$@ØH M":,<ã2 ,'.

A.D. 155 P. Oxy. 724

4.  P. Cairo Zen. 59060

{3,D@68­H -Z<T<4 P"\D,4<.  ,Æ §DDTF"4 , §P@4 �< 6"8äH0  ß(4"\<@:,< *¥43

6"Â º:,ÃH.  §(D"R"H :@4 B,DÂ AbDD@L, ,Æ :¥< �6D,4$äH ¦B4FJV:,2" ,44

�8,\N,4<  "ÛJ`<, ,Æ *¥ :X , :¬ FL<$± �<Z8T:V  J, :VJ"4@<45 46 47

BD@FB,F,Ã< 6"Â �BÎ Jä< (D"::VJT< �B@FB"2­<"4 .  B,DÂ :¥< @Þ< J@Ø48

:, ¦B\FJ"F2"4 @Ê 2,@Â :V84FJ" �< ,Æ*X0F"<, AJ@8,:"\å *¥ N"\<,J"4,

ÓF" 6"J' �<2DTB@<, ÓJ4 Jä< <Ø< �84N@:X<T< , @Ì BD@,48ZN"F4< PD`<@<49

B@8b<, B@8× 6D,\JJT< AbDD@H 6"Â FN`*D" Ï8\(@L PD`<@L B@8× ßB,DX>,4

"ÛJä<0  BD@FB@D,b,J"4 *¥ 6"Â BDÎH J"ØJ" 6"Â BDÎH J� 8@4B� :"2Z:"J"0 

F×< *¥ 2,@ÃH ,ÆB,Ã<, ¦8B\.T F, FJ,N"<T2ZF,F2"4.  �B`FJ,48@< *¥ "ÛJè

¦(8@LFJD\*"  Ó J4 JVP@H, 6"Â :V84FJ" :¥< §FJT JÎ *XD:" "Ç(,4@<, ,Æ *¥50

:X, :`FP,4@< 8,BJ`<, 6"Â P4Jä<" 6"Â Ê:VJ4@< 6"Â JÎ FJDT:VJ4@< 6"Â

B,D\FJDT:" 6"Â BD@F6,NV8"4" 6"Â JÎ :X84.  §(D"R"H *X :@4 2"L:V.,4H
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,Æ :¬ 6"JXPT ÓJ4 J@bJ@4H B�F4 JX8@H �6@8@L2,Ã.  ¦B\FJ":"4, �88� F×

,Ê6"<ÎH ,É *4@46ä< Ë<" �B@FJ"8® ñH �FN"8XFJ"J".

 -Z<T<4.                                  

 {3,D@68­H B,DÂ AbDD@L                      

62 ="<*46@Ø (' ¦: 9,:N,4

257 B.C. Catalogue des antiquités égyptiennes du Musée du Cairo:  Zenon Papyri, C.C.Edgar P. Cairo Zen. 59060

5.  P. Cairo Zen. 59192

A8VJT< -Z<T<4 P"\D,4<.  )0:0JD\@L J@Ø �B@*4*`<J@H F@4 J¬<

¦B4FJ@8Z<, ñH §@46,<, Ò B"J¬D JL(PV<,4 J�H *4"JD4$�H B@4@b:,<@H ¦<

Jå z!DF4<@\J® <@:è.  $@b8,J"4 @Þ< 6"Â "ÛJÎH Ò <,"<\F6@H ¦6,Ã

BDVJJ,4< J4.  BL<2"<`:,<@H  *X F, ,É<"4 ¦B4,46­ ²>\TFV< J4<XH :, Jä<

N\8T< (DVR"4 F@4 B,DÂ "ÛJ@Ø, Ë<" 6"J"FJV>®H B@L "ÛJÎ< B"D� F@\. 

6"8äH @Þ< B@4ZF,4H ,ÛP"D4FJZF"H º:Ã< 6"Â ND@<J\F"H Ë<" BDVJJ® J4, Ô

�<  F× *@64:V.®H ¦B4JZ*,4@< ,É<"4, 6"Â J� 8@4B� ¦B4:,8`:,<@H "ÛJ@Ø,

¦V:B,D F@4 ¹ PDZF4:@H.  F0:,Ã@< *¥ ÓJ4 F@4 �BXFJ,48" B"D� EfF@L

¦D4$\<2@L 6D4@Ø �DJV$"H $' ²(@D"F:X<"H  �<� *D"P:�H ,', B,4DVF@:"4

*¥ 6"Â ¦( ;"L6DVJ,TH, ¦�< ¹, BD@F"(@DVF"4 F@4 ,ÆH �DJV$"H 6'.  6"Â

"ÛJ`H F@4 �<"("(,Ã<.  §BBTF@.  §J@LH 8"' :0<ÎH )'4@L 4$'.

               -Z<T<4         

                       

255 B.C. P. Cairo Zen. 59192



      z+B,\N a month beginning June 25.51
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6.  P. Lond. 42

{/N"4FJ\T<4       

z3F4�H {/N"4FJ\T<4 Jè �*,8Nè P"\D,4<.  ,Æ ¦DDT:X<å J�88" 6"J�

8`(@< �B"<J�. ,Ç® �< ñH J@ÃH 2,@ÃH ,ÛP@:X<0 *4"J,8ä0  6"Â "ÛJ¬ *'

ß(\"4<@< 6"Â JÎ B"4*\@< 6"Â @Ê ¦< @Ç6å BV<J,H, F@Ø *4� B"<JÎH :<,\"<

B@4@b:,<@4.  6@:4F":X<0 J¬< B"D� F@Ø ¦B4FJ@8¬< B"D' ~SD@L, ¦< Á

*4,FVN,4H ,É<"4 ¦< 6"J@P± ¦< Jè E"D"B4,\å Jè ¦< 9X:N,4, ¦BÂ :¥< Jè

¦DDäF2"4 F, ,Û2XTH J@ÃH 2,@ÃH ,ÛP"D\FJ@L<, ¦BÂ *¥ Jè :¬ B"D"(\<,F2"\

F, BV<JT< Jä< ¦6,Ã �B,480::X<T< B"D"(,(@<`JT< �0*\.@:"4 ª<,6"

J@Ø ¦6 J@Ø J@4@bJ@L 6"4D@Ø ¦:"LJZ< J, 6"Â JÎ B"4*\@< F@L

*4"6,6L$,D<06LÃ" 6"Â ,ÆH B�< J4 ¦808L2LÃ" *4� J¬< J@Ø F\J@L J4:¬< 6"Â

*@6@ØF" <Ø( (,  F@Ø B"D"(,<@:X<@L J,b>,F2"\ J4<@H �<"RLP­H, F¥ *¥

:0*' ¦<J,2L:­F2"4 J@Ø B"D"(,<XF2"4 :0*' ¦<$,$8@NX<"4  ,ÆH J¬<

º:,JXD"< B,D\FJ"F4<, ñH §J4 F@Ø BVD@<J@H BV<JT< ¦B,*,`:0<, :¬ ÓJ4 (,

J@F@bJ@L PD`<@L ¦B4(,(@<`J@H 6"Â J@4@bJT< 6"4Dä< 6"Â :02¥< F@Ø

�B,FJ"86`J@H.  §J4 *¥ 6"Â ~SD@L J@Ø  J¬< ¦B4FJ@8¬< B"D"6,6@:46`J@H

"B00((,86`J@H ßB¥D J@Ø �B@8,8bF2"4 F, ¦6 J­H 6"J@P­H B"<J,8äH

�0*\.@:"4.  @Û :¬< �88� ¦B,Â 6"Â º :ZJ0D F@L JL(PV<,4 $"DXTH §P@LF",

6"8äH B@4ZF,4H 6"Â *4� J"bJ0< 6"Â *4' º:�H B"D"(,<`:,<@H ,ÆH J¬<

B`84<, ,ÆB,D :¬ �<"(6"4`J,D`< F, B,D4FB�.  P"D4,Ã *¥ 6"Â J@Ø Ff:"J@H

¦B4:,8`:,<@H Ë<' ß(4"\<®H.  §DDTF@.  §J@LH $' +B,ÂN  8'.51

168 B.C. P. Lond. 42

Greek Papyri in the British Museum, Grenfell and Bell



      A"d<4 a month beginning May 26.52
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7  P. Oxy. 744

                 
{38"D\T<            

      �!84J4 �B`*@H    

{38"D\T< �!84J4 J± �*,8N± B8,ÃFJ" PV4D,4< 6"Â #,D@ØJ4 J± 6LD\� :@L 6"Â

z!B@88T<VD4<.  (\<TF6, ñH §J4 6"Â <Ø< ¦< z!8,>"<*DX� zF:,<.  :¬

�(T<4�H0  ¦�< Ó8TH ,ÆFB@D,b@<J"4, ¦(ã ¦< z!8,>"<*DX� :,<ä.  ¦DTJä F,

6"Â B"D"6"8ä F,, ¦B4:,8Z20J4 Jè B"4*4è 6"Â ¦�< ,Û2×H ÏRf<4@< 8V$T:,<

�B@FJ,8ä F, �<T.  ¦�< B@88� B@88ä< J,6®H, ¦�< ¹ �DF,<@<, �N,H, ¦�< ¹

2Z8,", §6$"8,.   ,ÇD06"H *¥ z!ND@*4F4�J4 ÓJ4 :Z :, ¦B48V2®H.  BäH *b<":"\

F, ¦B48"2,Ã<;  ¦DTJä F, @Þ< Ë<" :¬ �(T<4VF®H.  §J@LH 62' 5"\F"D@H A"d<452

6('.

1 B.C. P. Oxy. 744



11

8.  CP 22: 243

___________________________________ �B`*@H  ,ÆH

5"D"<\*" I"ZF4 �BÎ z!B@84<"D\@L L,Ê@Ø

94F0<VJ@Ø.

___________________________________

z!B@84<VD4H I"ZF4 J± :0JD,Â 6"Â 6LD\� B@88� P"4D,4<.  BDÎ :¥< BV<JT<

,ÜP@:"\ F, ß(,4"\<,4<, 6�(ã "ÛJÎH ß(,4"\<T 6"Â JÎ BD@F6b<0:V F@L B@4ä

B"D� J@ÃH ¦<2V*, 2,@ÃH.  (,4<fF6,4< F, 2X8T, :ZJ0D, ÓJ4 ¦DDf:,<@H

¦(,<`:0< ,ÆH {Cf:0< A"Pã< :0<Â 6,' 6"Â ¦680Df20< ,ÆH 94F0<@bH, @ÜBT *¥

J¬< 6,<JLD\"< :@L §(<T<0  @Û (�D �B,808bJ,4< ,ÆH 94F0<@×H ÓJ, F@4 J¬<

¦B4FJ@8¬< J"bJ0< §(D"N@<.  ¦DTJä F, @Þ<, :ZJ0D, F,"LJ± BD`F,P,, :0*¥<

*\FJ"., B,DÂ ¦:@Ø0 ¦(ã (�D ,ÆH 6"8Î< J`B@< µ82@<.  6"8äH *¥ B@4ZF,4H

(DVR"FV :@4  ¦B4FJ@8¬< B,DÂ J­H FTJ0D\"H F@L 6"Â Jä< �*,8Nä< :@L 6"Â

Jä< Fä< BV<JT<.  6"Â '(T ,Ç J4<" ¦�< ,àDT (DVNT F@40  @Û :¬ Ï6<ZFT F@4

(DVN4<.  �FBV.@:"4 J@×H �*,8N@bH :@L B@88� 6"Â z!B@84<VD4< 6"Â J�

JX6<" "ÛJ@Ø 6"Â 5"D"8�< 6"Â J� JX6<" "ÛJ@Ø.  �FBV.@:"4 AJ@8,:"Ã< 6"Â

AJ@8,:",\*" 6"Â J� JX6<" "ÛJ­H 6"Â {/D"68@Ø< 6"Â J� JX6<" "ÛJ­H. 

�FBV.@:"4 J@×H N48@Ø<JVH F, BV<J"H 6"J' Ð<@:".  ¦DDäF2"\ F, ,ÜP@:"4.

2nd c. A.D. CP 22: 243

Classical Philology



      *Ã = *,Ã53

      �6"4DXTH = �6,D"\TH completely, unmixed54

      ,È = ´ than55
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9.  BGU 846

___________________________________;,48@ØJ4

:0JD,Â

�B' z!<JT<\T 7`<(@L L,Ê@Ø.

___________________________________

z!<Jf<4H 7`<(@H ;,48@ØJ4 J± :0JDÂ B8ÃFJ" P"\D,4<.  6"Â *4� B"<JÎH

,ÜP@:"\ F@4 ß(,4"\<,4<.  JÎ BD@F6b<0:V F@L B@4ä 6"J' "Æ6VFJ0< º:"\D"<

B"D� Jè 6LD\å E,DVB,4*,4.  (,4<fF6,4< F"4 2X8T ÓJ4 @ÛP »8B4.@< ÓJ4

�<"$X<4H ,ÆH J¬< :0JD`B@84<.  PVD,4< J@ØJ@ @Û*' ¦(Î ,ÆF­82" ,ÆH J¬< B`84<. 

"Æ*LF@B@b:0< *¥ ¦82,Ã< ,ÆH 5"D"<\*"< ÓJ4 F"BDäH B"4D4B"Jä.  "Ç(D"RV

F@4 ÓJ4 (L:<`H ,Æ:,4.  B"D"6"8ä F"4, :ZJ0D, *4"8V(0J\ :@4.  8@4BÎ< @Ç*" J\

"Æ:"LJè B"D,FP0:"4.  B"4B"\*,L:"4 6"2' Ô< *Ã  JD`B@<.  @É*" ÓJ453

º:VDJ06".  ³6@LF" B"D� ... JÎ< ,ßD`<J" F"4 ¦< Jè z!DF"4<@,\J® 6"Â

�6"4DXTH  BV<J" F@4 *4Z(0J"4.  @Û6 @É*,H ÓJ4 2X8T B0DÎH (,<XFJ"4 ,È54 55

(<@Ø<"4 ÓBTH �<2D`Bå §J4 ÏN,\8T Ï$@8`<;  ... 

2nd c. A.D. BGU 846

Berliner Griechische Urkunden



      -:, = -:"40 -J, = -J"40 <X = <"\56

      ² = ,Æ57
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10.  Rev. Eg. 1919:201

___________________________________     

z!D,\@<4 B"JDÂ

___________________________________

5LD\å :@L B"JDÂ z!D\@<4 1ä<4H P"\D,4<.  BDÎ :¥< BV<JT< JÎ BD@6b<0:V

F@L B@4ä 6"2' ©6VFJ0< º:XD"< 6"Â ,ÛP`:,<@H Ë<" F, �B@8V$T

Ò8@680D@Ø<J" 6"Â J@×H º:ä< BV<J"H B"D' @ÍH ¦B4>,<@Ø:"4 B"JDæ@4H 2,@ÃH. 

Æ*@× BX:BJ@< F@4 J@ØJ@ (DVNT, 6"Â F@Â ,Æ :¬ �B"> :`<@< @Û6 §(D"RVH :@4

@Û*¥ B,DÂ J­H Ò8@680D\"H @Û*¥ BDÎH ¦:¥ µ82"H0  J">V:,<`H :@4 ÓJ4 §DP@:,56

@Û6 µ82"H Ë<" 6"Â :V2®H ²  BD@FXP,4 :@4 Ò *4*VF6"8@H ´ @Ü.  6"Â "ÛJÎH @Þ<57

6"2' º:XD"< FP,*@Ø J4 BL<2V<,J, B,DÂ F@Ø ÓJ4 ÐLBT §DP,J,;  6�(ã @Þ<

8X(T ÓJ4 ª<0 0X.  FB@b*"F@< @Þ< JVP4@< ¦82,Ã< BDÎH ¦:¥ Ë<" :, *4*V>® ñH

BD`2L:`H ¦FJ4<.  ² µH :,J' ¦:@Ø �<"$VH, BV8, ³:0< *4*"P2,\H.  :<0:`<,LF@<

*¥ ¦DP`:,<@H ô< §(D"RV F@4 B@88V64H.  JVP4@< @Þ< ½6, BDÎH º:�H BDÂ< @â

,ÆH J� �<T :XD0 �BX82®.  �FBV.T B@88� J@×H º:ä< BV<J"H 6"J' Ð<@:" F×<

J@ÃH N48@Ø<J4  º:�H.  �FBV.T *¥ 6"Â J@×H *4*"F6V8@LH :@L.  §DDTF` :@4,

6bD4X :@L BVJ,D, ,ÛJLP@Ø<J\ :@4 F×< J@ÃH �$"F6V<J@4H :@L �*,8N@ÃH, ñH

,ÜP@:"4, B@88@ÃH PD`<@4H.

:<0:@<,bF"J, Jä< B,D4FJ,D4*\T< º:ä<.

3rd c A.D. Rev. Eg. 1919:201

Revue égyptologique



      �B@8"$Ã< = �B@8"$,Ã<58

       In 6@4<Z the third person reflexive begins to be used for all persons.59

      ,Ë<" = Ë<"60
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11 P. Bour. 25

___________________________________�B`*@H J¬<

¦B4FJ@8¬< {SD,\<� �*,8N± z!B@88T<\@L

5@BJ4J\F�, B"D� IVD0H 2L("JDÎH �*,8N­H "ÛJ­H

�BÎ z!B":\"H 

___________________________________

5LD\� :@L 6"Â ¦B4B@2ZJ® 2,\� IVD0 2L(VJ0D �*,8N­H F@L z!88@ØJ@H ¦<

2,è P"4B,4<.  BDÎ B"<JÎH ,ÜP@:, Jè 2,è ß(4X<@LFV< F, 6"Â ,Û2L@ØF"<

�B@8"$Ã<  J� B"D' ¦:@Ø (DV::"J"0  "àJ0 (VD :@b ¦FJ4< ,ÜP0.  (,\<TF6, *X,58

6LD\" :@L, ÓJ4 �BÎ Jä< AVFPT< º :ZJ0D :@L, º �*,8NZ F@L, ¦J,8,bJ0F,<. 

ÓJ, *¥ J¬< :0JXD" :@L ,ÉP" :,2' ©"LJ­H , Ó8@< JÎ (X<@H :@L "àJ0 µ<, �N' @â59

*' ¦J,8,bJ0F,<, §:4<" §D0:@H :0*X<" §P@LF" ¦BÂ >X<@4H J`B@4H.  :<0:`<,L,

@Þ<, 2,\", ñH .fF0H J­H :0JD`H  :@L, ,Ë<"  ,Ç J4<" ,ßD4F64H BX:B, BDÎH ¦:X. 60

BD@F"(`D,L, B�F"< J¬< FL((X<4"< º:ä<.  ¦DDT:X<0< F, Ò 6bD4@H

*4"NL8VJJ@4 :"6D@ÃH 6"Â ,ÆD0<46@ÃH PD`<@4H, 6LD\" :@L.

4th c. A.D. P. Bour. 25

Les Papyrus Bouriant, ed by P. Collart
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12-14

Questions to Oracles

5bD4X :@L EVD"B4 ~/84, ,Û,D(XJ".  ,Æ $X8J,4`< ¦FJ4< M"<\"< JÎ< LÊ`< :@L

6"Â J¬< (L<"Ã6" "ÛJ@Ø :¬ FL:NT<­F"4 <Ø< Jè B"JDÂ "ÛJ@Ø, �88�

�<J48X(,4< 6"Â :¬ *4*`<"4 (DV::"J"0  J@ØJ` :@4 Fb:NT<@< ¦<,<6,.  §DDTF@.

1st c. A.D. P. Oxy. 1148

)4Â {/8\å :,(V8å E,DVB4*4 6"Â J@ÃH FL<<V@4H.  ¦DTJ� ;\60 ,Æ FL:NXD,4

:@4 �(@DVF"4 B"D� I"F"D"B\T<@H Ô< §P,4 *@Ø8@< E"D"B\T<" JÎ< 6"Â

'"ÅT<".  J@ØJ` :@4 *`H.

2nd c. A.D. P. Oxy. 1149

,Æ 8Z:R@:"4 JÎ `Rf<4@<.

,Æ :,<ä ÓB@L ßBV(T.

,Æ BT8@Ø:"4.

,Æ §PT éN,8\"< �BÎ J@Ø N\8@L.

,Æ 6"J"88VFF@:"4 ,ÆH JÎ< (`<@<.

,Æ 8Z:R@:"4 JÎ �D(bD4@<.

,Æ .±  Ò �B`*0:@H.

,Æ BD@(DVN,J"4 J� ¦:V.

,Æ NL("*,bF@:"4.

,Æ BD,F$,bFT.

,Æ (\<@:"4 $@L8,LJZH.

,Æ �B"88VFF@:"4 J­H (L<"46`H.

,Æ B,N"D:V6T:"4.

c. A.D. 300 P. Oxy. 1477



       BD@FJVJ0H  guardian, patron61

      B4JJV64@< tablet, written message, votive tablet, prayer.62
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15-16

Prayers

+ {? 2,ÎH Ò B"<J@6DVJTD Ò �(4@H Ò �8024<ÎH N48V<2DTB@H 6"Â *0:4@LD(ÎH

Ò B"J¬D J@Ø 6LD\@L 6"Â FTJ­D@H º:ä< z30F@Ø OD4FJ@Ø, N"<XDTF`< :@4 J¬<

B"D� F@Â �8Z24"< ,Æ $@b8® :, �B,82,Ã< ,ÆH O4@bJ.  µ ,ßD\F6T F, F×< ¦:@Â

BDVJJ@<J" 6"Â ,Û:,<Z<; (X<@4J@, q2.

5th or 6th c. A.D. P. Oxy. 925

+ {? 2, ÎH J@Ø BD@FJVJ@L  º:ä< J@Ø �(\@L M48@>X<@L, ¦�< 6,8,b,4H+ 61

,ÆF,<,(6,Ã< ,ÆH JÎ <@F@6@:Ã`< F@L z!<@bB0  *,Ã>@< J¬< *b<":\< F@L 6"Â

¦>X82® JÎ B4JJV64@< . 62

6th c. A.D. P. Oxy. 1150
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