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What was rhe 6$r religion of man?
dn\wer\ Io this question Jtf fcr
$toety and depend verv murh onrvnal rterv ts taken of man.s origjr l .
I  nose \vho go to the earlr chapreri  ol

rne blble as their sol lrce polnt our
rnal relrgion was nol inlenred,
elotted or di\covered by man: froDr
rne dav ol his crealon man knetr thc
one Lreator_cod who had made him,
and Jrom lhe t ime of his fal l  man
worsnrpped this cod throush sac_
rrnce. . \ lonotheism and rhe tracrr,.c
or antmal sacri f ice_these, ther sav
are clearly shuq.n bv rhe Bibl;  r ; ; ;
rne l \ t tn characleristtcs of urigrnal
re r rg ron . .God  \ { as  God .  dnd  ; f u l
man couid not approach him in hrr
own nghteousness.

In supporr of rhis view ir is ofien
pornted out Ihat the most ancienr
rreralure of the Greeks, the EgyDr-
rans. lhe (_htnese. the Hindus. ind
Ine t ladl lrons of manv races aqrce
rnat the hrst men brol lghl an,maL to
represent and substirute for them in
rnelr.worship of God. As we shcl i
see-. lhere came a t ime when Buddha
rn lndra,-Cjnfuci lrs in China, and rhe
\rreex .pnrtosophers reacled asainst
Ine anrmal sacri f ices of a co;ruor
pflesthood, and rhe main non_Chlsr
ran world rel igions were butl t  on
orner premtsses. Ar lhis stage. how_
everr we are not concerned 

-wirh 
the

merrts or demeri ls ofanimal sacrince.
wnat we-are discl lssing is basrcal lv amarler oI hisrory, and obviouslv ihe
evroence provided by the ani ient

dqcumenl\ of rhe Bible aboul m. ) rongrnat rel igion mu\t be r.  lL.r.
senously.

Evolution of religion
r netc ts. hoq.erer. anothcr an\\t .( .J l .
I ne  qL rc \ l r on  nh i ch  den ie \  a l l  t h j  I lsrarls t \ . l lh thc vicu that man c\,,1,. .J
Irom ,1 prc-simian ance\tor. Stn.c
an,mal\ hare no rclrgton. thcrc n.r j . t
na re  b€en .  r t  i \  \ a l d .  a  l ong  r . . . n ,
l n ruugh_ap i sh  cha r r c r  and  f eJ r , , r  r h r
drrk unknown tu whal Bouqu(l . . , .11'sDlmatism'. 

a .bel ief 
in a vur:ue.

porenr, rcrr i fving inscrurable furic.
Animatism developcd into,anrnr-

r sm.  l hc  sp r r i l _ f ea r i ng  re l i g t ( , n  , , 1
mosr r\olJred tr ibal peoDlc. - l  

Ir fn
!am,e rhc polvrheism immorral iT.. l  rn
Ine (Jreek mvlhologies. Israel s !1,, tr .
so lhrl  summarv of the devclofnt.nr
or relrgton suggcsts. u.aq rhat shc $.r\
aD lc .  t o  na r ro \ r ' doqn  t he  manr . , t , , , i ,
ol  lhe surrounding nations io ,  d
l r r ba l  gud .  l \ nd  evcn lua l l v  r h r  ( n (
Crcalor-God ot rhc 

- 
H.hrr\\

prophers. rogerher $, i th rhe phrl, ,
sophlcal monolheism of pl l to. o.rr i t i
the u av for hrgher rel igion.

lnrs snsrver has held rhe tr. lJ
among. many scholars since l)arwin.
Evolul lon was regarded as Dro\cJ.
and r l  \r 'as attractrve to tnier Lhc
evolul ion of rel igion frory1 j1. . lhc
only problem was how ro fir rhe Bihld
lnto this scheme. ' fhis 

was n.Jrl l
solved. howevert by Vellhaus,:n. i
oocumentary hypothesis which rr-
arranged the old Testamcnt scriP_

-., . . .  in l ine with the evolut ion of

;'$:lnl[::r; reconstruction. has

pl;l;ff ",$;" ""'"? o'iiii",liil-
fr"i.' 1;$df."r.lL'.' 

oii.,""'*,,f 'lt'";i

ii,6"','*,.* :1",'n:y" ""i' ",'i"?l'iit

;;r35;5",;'3t41irtr"$felx
i"tuiriar of Vienna' anthropolo-grsts
have sho*n lhat. lhe. rel lglon oI tnc

hundreds ot lsolateo .lrlDes ln Ine

world loday is not Prlmltlve ln rne

sense of being otrglnal. lne trloes

h rve  s  memory  o l  a  -  gn .goo .  a

b€nign creator-Ialner-goo. wno ls no
longer worshlppeo -Decause ne.ls not
feared. Instead ot ollerlng sacrlnce.to
him, they concern. lhemse-lves wllh
the pressrng Problems ol now ,to
apDease the vlclous splrlls oI Ine
i i is le. The threats of the medicine
-"i  are mo.e str ident than the r l i l l ,
small voice of the father-god.

We see. then. rhat the evolution of
religion from animatism can no
longer be assumed as axiomatic and
that some anthropologists now sug-
Sest that monotheism may be more
naturally primitive as a world-vie$'
than animism. Their research sus-
Sests lhat tr ibes are not anrmist i , ,
Decause they have continued un_
changed since the dawn of historv.
Rather, the evidence indicates de-
Seneradon from a true kno[ledse of
Uod. Jsolat ion from prophets-and
rettgrous books has ensnired rhcm
Into.sacri f icial bribery ro Dlacare rhc

ii:-:l'jil",i':f ":j"l:,"',",'n"'a::L'j:]-- Jo the evidence of hislorv brinss

+i;'*gnrir;'*Hiil't
"xu.ne pracl ised animal sacri f ice. But
"w' You may ask, can rhls be
cl iarr"-r- ] i ,1,cvoru||on. rhe aplsh
im"r""'^.'lli ,cave-m-en. and the

ol textbooks?

$vidence

$h]ift '.:j:,:."rf-ii1r:;"',,",,::fi

religious history. Even if ir were
conclusively proved that God created
man by some process of mutations
and selection, it would nor follow that
the process 'xas a chance one. The
Christian insisrs that, whatever
methods were used and the scien-
rists should be encouraged ro find out
whar rhey were God planned rhe
creation of man and he carried ir out
in accordance wirh his own purposes.

Science's funcrion is to describe
processes, but it cannot pronounce
on the purpose of things. Physicists
and biologists have a right to say that
in looking at matter and life scienri-
fically, no evidenr purpose is dis-
covered. They overstep their limits if
they go on to require faith in pure
chance as opposed to faith in a
creator. In any decision which may
have to be made between faith in God
or in'bl ind chance',  the science of
evolution is strictly neurral, and
cannot be an1'thing else.

As scientists recognize their limita-
tions, it is also importanr for Christ-
ians not to go beyond what is written
in the f irst book ofthe Bible. Genesis
man is not defined in terms of bone
structure, or brain-size, rool-using,
agriculture, social organization, or
even anistic abiliry. Adam is the first
crealure who can ralk back to his
Creator, u'orship him, and choose
among alternative ideologies. Any
previous hominids, cave du'ellers,
Neanderrhals, etc.,  rvho might have
walked upright for thousands or mil-
lions of vears, rvere by this definition
animals who did not have what was
required to make them in the image
of God.

Sacrifice
According to the Bible, rhe first true
man is a monotheist, and when he
falls into sin, he seeks resroration
through animal sacrifice. The rheory
of the evolution of religion suggesrs
that man is an animal taking a long
time 1o become divine. The Bible
describes a human couple made in
the image of God, who degenerated
into what we are now. The question
at issue is the real nature of man, not
the names of Adam and Eve.

There is one more piece of ground
to clear before we begin our dig down
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rhrough the mound of religious his-
tory. Even though we may accept
that early man was a monotheist and
practised animal sacrifice, we should
nor expect pfehistory to give us any
proof of Ihis type of religion.
Vhether animals were sacrificed to
God or not cannot be known from
their bones. God required altars to be
of earth or uncut stones, whereas
elaborate altars indicate a developed
priestly system. Since eanh crumbles
and stones are used in building, mosr
of the early altars will be unrecogniz-
able even if they are found.

Nor does the true monotheist use
idols or images. ldolatry always in-
dicares that monorheism has degen-
erated into polytheistic confusion-
The fact that the dead were buried in
various ways does not affect the
evidence either way. \7e should not
therefore expect any evidence of
religion till it is well past the original
stage. By the time a professional
priesthood develops, and temples,
idols and elaborate altars leave their
aachaeological evidence, literature
has begun and we are on surer
ground.

Ancient literatur€
As we consider some of the evidence
which illustrates the biblical view of
the origin of religion, it would be
foolish to claim the case is proved.
Since we have no way of examining
the religion ofthe first true man, and
actually true religion is never exam-
inable, the matter is unlikely ever to
be proved either way. All we can do
is to show that an origiDal mono-
theism gives an explanation of
many hisrorical facts which are very in-
tractable on the evolution of religion
hypothesis.

If we could look down on the
ancient world in abour 1500 Bc, we
would see ordinary men and women
still offering animal sacrifice as their
normal way of approaching God or
the gods. The earliest literature of
India, the Saoskrit Vedas, picture the
nomadic Aryan tribes who foughr
their way eastwards across the Indus
and Ganges plains. The head of rhe
tribe offered animal sacifice wirh the
same simpliciry as Abraham.

\rhen they settled in India, the

Aryans developed a regular priesr.
hood, and rhe Terlas are the hyn11.
which the priests chanted as 16i
sacrificial smoke ascended to Ge6'
The hymns address God under lx11-
ous names such as 'the sun" 'thF

heavenly one' and 'the srorm', 6u,
the interesting thing is thal, whateler
name they gave to God, rhey uor.
shipped him as the supreme ruier of
the universe. This practice is called
henotheism. God has several names.
jusr as Christians today have severqi
names for God, but the names do nol
indicate different gods. They ate
different facets of one God.

Henotheism changes into polythe-
ism when the names of God are so
personified rhat various gods are sep-
arared, and they begin to disagree
and fight among themselves. 

'l 
he

later Vedic litemture has cenainl\.
become polytheistic by, say, 1000 oc,
but the earliest Aryans must have
been monotheists.

Gods and myths
The original Creator-God of the
Aryans was known among all lhe
Indo-European nations. His first
name was Dyaus Pitar ('di\ine
farher') which is the same as the
Greek Zeus Pater, the Latin Jupiter
or Deus, the early Gertnan Tiu or
Ziu, and Norse Tyr. Another name
was the heavenly one' (Sanskfll
z)liruna, Greek ouranos), or 'lhe

friend' (Sanskrit mina, Persl^n
mithru). By metaphor and simile
other names were added. God is
called 'the sun', 'the powerful one '
'the guardian of order'. The sacred
fire (Sanskrit a€rzi, Larin rjt?is, Creek
io€tos), common to all early sacrl-
ficial worship, had a peculiar fascina'
tion and was soon endowed \r'ltn
divine qualities.

Graduallv story-tellels embellisheo
their rales with love and jealous-v and
war and drunkenness, and so N
mythologies appeared. The earln
became God's bride, altracted tr'ol'
ship to herself  as ' the queen or
heaven', and added sex to worshiP In
her fertility cults. Where there are n0
written scriptures, and no prophets
to apply God's trulh, degeneratlot
into polytheism is the rule ofreligion-
Even the great monotheistic rellg-

ffi
iti:IllX'i";&t' xff'lt#'liJ'
rhouch she was otten rempteo Io

rhink of the Lord as-a loro am-ong

manv local lords (canaan e .baal
meaitt 

'lord' or 'husband ) Mucn nas

been written about the namej 9J.gqq'
but whether he was called b'lonlfn
('the mishry one') or Yahwen I ne

was, he is, he wil l  be') or Adhonay
(' the Lord'1, he was One. A thousand
vears later Muhammad Proclalmeo
ihe same truth about Allah, rhough
in Islam also 'the One' has many
names. It is interesting that Islam,
true to its Semitic origin, considered
Allah as the conquering Arab tribal
80d.

Cities and science
The Semites were not the firsr rulers
of rhe Middle Easr. An inreresting
People called lhe Sumerians had L
qlty-slare civilizarion which
tlourished before 2500 Br _ Thev werc
related ro rhe Indus Vallev oeople of
nonh India, whose gieit 

-cilies

lourished dll they were ousted by rhr
TJldng Aryans about 1500 BL
Llttle is known abour the relieion of
the Indus Vallev oeoole aJ their
scnDt has not vit been deciohered
blt, Iike rhe Sumerians. thev were
arready polyrheists. Sumerian gods
[ed and fousht and lusred aeiinsr
Sh _ other resulrins in a eidualqecadence and colhD;e of theii civib-

zation. TheY were an easy-Prey.ro
Semires in the west, and lnvadtng
Aryans in India, iust as a later Hindu
Dolwheism was conquered DY tslam
in the eleventh century ro

We cannot Prove the .Sumerlans
were originally monothelsts Detore
their decadence into crude PolY-
theism, but ir  could be argued that
their science and civilization was the

oroduct of a time when they Knew

An, the one Creator-God of-heaven'
Ir is a fact of history that polytnelsm
has alwaYs weakened a natlon,
whereas monotheism invigorates and

unifies.

Case-histories
If this inlerpretaion of history ls

The sacifice af animals
la the gods stil.l PlaYs an
tmponant paft tn
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correct, then it is obvious thar some
of the Semites and Indo-Europeans
must have retained a mooolheistic
faith when other nations had already
long degenerated into polytheism.
The Egyptian priesthood, for ex-
ample, continued the practice of
animal sacrifice, but polytheisrn pre-
dominated until Akhenalen re-
instated a kind of monotheism for a
few years. The Minoan civilizaticn of
Crete also had animal sacdfice al the
centre of its religion, but a degener-
ate view of the gods is evident before
its overthrow.

The earliest religious history of
China is very hard to study. The
Chinese script, not being phonetic,
gives us no linguistic clues to rhe
names ofGod. In the sj-{h century Bc
rhe joint attack ofTaoism and Confu-
cianism virtually oblitemted the an-
cient Chinese pdestly and sacrificial
worship. !{e can dimly trace, how-
ever) the supreme sky-god who was
worshipped as Shang-ri or Hao-Tieo.
He was approached through rhe
Kiao, Hsian and Hsien sacrifices.
These were offered in rhe open air
and. like the biblical sacrifices. in-
cluded killing an animal, splinkling
its blood, and burning the carcass on
an alta!. In spite of successive waves
of Taoism. Confucianism, Buddhism
and early Christianity, Chinese sacri-
ficial worship continued in temples
here and there until the communists
took ovet.

So the case for an original mono-
theism and worship through animal
sacrifice, with subsequent degener-
ation into polytheism, is by no means
proved. But it is certainly much
easier to frt it into the recurring cycles
of history than a gradual upward
evolution of religion. Where
documented case-histodes are avail-
able, as among the early Aryans and
Hebrews, the evidence for degener-
ation is strong.

The whole of biblical history, and
the subsequent history of the Chlist-
ian church, illustrates that God re-
veals himself as Creator, provides a
way of forgiveness and fellowship
through sacrifice, and all sacrifices
have rheir meaning and fulfrlment in
the death of Jesus Christ. The Bible
and church history also furnish many

tragic i l lustrat ions of man's inveterqlo
desire to add deities which are lerr
demanding, and tum sac fice or th;
COmmUnlOn SerVlCe lnlo a bflbe to
force God's hand.

Priests and priestcraft
rJfhy was the emergence ofpriestcraft
as an institution common to ancienl
India, China, Egypt, classical Greeqs
and Rome, many other civilizations,
and even the medieval Christiqn
church?

Firs( we must try to picture wor-
ship based on animal sacrifice in is
simplest form. To modern man rhe
very idea of animal sacrifice conjure5
up revolting images of dark, super'
stitious rites and gory victims. It is
important to realize that before the
rise of Jainism and Buddhism in the
slxth centutv Bc men were mcat-
eaters, as they still are in most pafls
of the world. If animals are to be
eaten, they have to be killed, and
most races have agreed lhat the blood
should be drained out fiom lhe car-
cass. This happens in our'Western
civilization in thousands of slaughter-
houses. W'e turn away our eyes, bul
for early man each 'sacrifice' had a
spiritual significance. Vhen we read
of thousands of animals being sac-
rificed by Solomon, we could simply
paraphrase'he gave a big feast for al l
the oeoole'.  [n borh Greek and
Hebriw-the same word is used for
saclifice and killins animals.

The important thing about animal
sacrifice in the Bible is that God used
the joyous occasions ofeating meat as
visual aids to teach spidtual uuihs.
There is nothing more primitive or
obnoxious about attaching spirilual
truths to animal sacrifice than lo
bread and wine. The animal sac-
rifices looked forward to Chrisl's
death and resufiection iust as the
Christian communion services look
back. That a wide variety of spiritual
meaninss was attached to animal sac-
rifice islvident from rhe Old Tesla-
ment books ofExodus, Leviticus lrld
Numbers. These various rites can be-
seen as different facets ofrhe death ol
Chrisr and the same facets of hls
death are now expressed in the
communion service or eucharist.
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The p.iwer o1 syrnbo s
I es n t lr  s ab I ly to unrte
le low.be revers nto a
aoaamJn ly t  prov d-.s a
i oca lpo  n l  o f l a  t h  and
act on wl] |  e ajso mat nar
poss rbeaceg .eeo f
personalunderstand nq
wr\ ch ih.rse o!ts de ,na\,
nol sha f a:

n rnany pr m t ve
soc et es the shared
aspect of symbols ,s
rrnportant as a In lv nq
p r  nc  p  e  o f  f e  B  ood - i o l
exarn C e ma,,, be
syrnbo coi ie slrenoth
faih-orhood. or oJ the 

-

fan i  : , 'a| lc k nsh octrc!o
ise i  n Chflst an tt  t
-oxpresses t le poIred oI l

n aleath the s-o 1
saar fc al ove oi Chrlsl
' i . 'ho c eo io. hul ian s .
t  r iay e,/- 'n be lrUe ihal
Ine co o!f T-o0 citn s0
eas Y Serte aS a S\rm0o
cl danger beca!se ol rts
0 - c e p e r D o o g c a l
assoc at ofr w th ie a.rd
ceath

Symbols serve as
t. ! lqers ci .c.r ' f  trre:1l n
r - ' i g  ons  I he i  e , i shn fe
the teach fgs afd
express lherr, n a
ianq r e ", /a! So the
sacran_r-orts oi Dapl sm
arrd the LorC s Suoper n
Chr  s t  an , t !  b r i no  t he
be ever nlo a practrcai
re atonsh p with the

olher!^/ se abstraci o -"as
ol repenlance afC
lorg ieness Mar aa.
h a r d y i v e w t h o u l
syrr lDols lJeca!s-a ne
a ,ra!s ie-ccs soireln fg
l o rno t i va iehs  i e  t  sas
though abstraai deas
ne-ca 1.o be set,, \ '  ih r.  a
syrnDc lreror-c men ca' l
be mDe ed to act Lrporr
the.a. V,/hen an,/ atte, ipl
s maoe 1o lurn syanDo s
nto bare staiem,.fls ol

truth. th s v ta t ,  alate. ol
the emot ons can eas i
be losi
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t h r rL  \ \ J \  !  r ' r sn  I n  " l

- r  l l J ! r r n l  b rL r l  r n l  L ' l  t n r  l l r r r n rL

{J rd l r .  a  \ r , , , 1 / , ) r r r (  o r  t \ f r r l I I \  t r '

r i l i r :r :  rvas I rquirt . l  . .' l  
hr  ear l lcst  sarI l fLc l i l l  \ \ 'ors l l l l r  \ \ ' i l \

conducte, l  l . l  Ihc hcr l l  r i l  lh t  l lmr l \

o r  l r i b c .  I n  s e l l l c d  r ( ) n d r l i o n s  t h t

deyclopmcnl  o i  r r  rcgtr l r r r  pr i ( \1ho( ' ( l

$rs rnc\ i l rh le.  . \pccr i r l l \ '  \ \ r lh In(
grolvth o l  r i l ics lnd lhu in!r r r ls lug
p o n r p  o l  l  r o r a l  c o u r t  l h t r r '  u r t r
d a n g t r s .  h u r  n ( ) l h i n g  i n h . r  r n l l \
* r rng.  i r r  h. rv ing. t  tu l l  t r rne () r  evcn i r
hcredi tarv pr i tsrhood . \1, \ f .  r f
pornrcd his ( ) ! \ .n hr() rhrr  - \ r ron rs thr
hcrc l  of  a hcredi t r r r ' .  c \c lusi \ 'o  l ine r i l '
p r i e s t s .  I l r s  o r v n  t r i b c .  r h e  L ( v L r . . .
b t c i r r n c  l u l l - l i m c  i r t t r n c l r n r s , r n  r h c
ser\  ice ol  ( ;od.  i rnd $erL sul .Prrrr t . l
h !  t h c  r i l h . s  o l  l h r  o l h f r  l r i h ( ] \

Srmi lar lv  in thc sc lc . l  conLi i l l ( rn\
tn e i tv  l i le .  rhe buj lc l ing r) l  pcrnrrncnl
l l e r h r r e s  I i ) f  s a r r i l i c i a l  \ \ ( r r s h r |  \ \ r \
rc(cplable lo ( iod 1\  116p1. ,u i ,1,
r l lars lor  l r rge nLrmhers of  pcL,pl r .
I ( r g r l h c r  \ \ i t h  r h e  e n , n , l l r n r  l . r r i l . l
tn. r ' ls .  qas rcquircd in lhe fc ign ( i l
: o t t r m o n .  I t  i s  r n r t r c s r r n , . r .  h , , r i u . t r .
l h a l  l h c  a r t u m r n l  o l  r h r  \ , . \ \  I , . s r I
n l tnt  lener to lhe I lcbrc, , r .s  gocs back
L r i  I n (  r n , , h r l c  r . r l . e r n . L r l .  r . r i h ,  r  r h . r n
r n !  r l a h , , r . r r c  r L n r p l (  l h e r r  s c r c( r r l . l r n l \ '  

l ] f c . r t  t l . r n u c r .  r n  r h c  u . L  \ , 1t r m l \ l c  r n ( l  . l a h , , r . i 1 1  , , 1 1  r r s .  r .  r h t r t\ \ t r (  l n  l h r  J r \ L l , , D r l L n l  L , i  . r  l L r l l,  r m r  p n r \ r h L , , , d .  . r i t 1  r h e  L . r i , n h e r .! , r n \ r i r n r l \  h J d  r r  t r r h r  r r r r \ l i .  r . r a i r
" t  . r n { l  l h .  m l \ 1 , , n ! r F t l r n \  o l  l h r
L ' t o n l ( .  \ \  h < r u  r h " i ,  

" , , ,  
u , ,
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which they were paid fees by the
people. The Brahmins were now sug-
gesring thal by the right sacrifices,
which they alone could offcr, they
could procure the favours of the
gods, va ous temporal blessings, and
a good place in heaven. Gods, men,
governments, all were under priestly
coDtrol.

Priestcraft and rnagic
Abour the same time as the
Brahmanas, a fourth Yeda was com-
piled called rhe Alhan'a Veda. Be-
cause of its lateness and the low
erhical quality of its conrents, this
Veda is still not recognized in some
parts of sourh India. The Ar&dr?d
Yeda has 6,000 stanzas, of which
1,200 are raken from the Rrg Ycdd.
Most of the remaining stanzas consist
of charms and incantations for magi-
cal purposes. This shows how easily
priestcraft degenerales into magic.
Once sacrifice becomes a meritorious
act which forces God to give bles-
sings, i t  can be used to obtain
benefits for oneself and harm for
one's enemies. Obviotrsly u'c are now'
onlv one stage removed from thc
medicine man. He st i l l  uses sacri l ice,
but it is direcled to spirits instcad ol'
to God, and al l  ethical or rvorship
content has disappeared.

The progress of modern cul lural
anlhropolog_v indicates lhat virlually
all primal tribes still use animal sac-
rifice, and there is growing evidencc
ro show thar rheir sacrificial practices
are a degenemtion from one ol the
ancient priesthoods, just as thosc arc
a degeneration from the original
religion of man.

As we shall seei there were great
movemenls of revolt against priest-
craft in the sixth and fifih centuries
Bc. The resulting great u'orld relig-
ions and the r ise ofChrist ianity large-
11'obl i terated animal sacrince as a
significanr sream in the hisrory of
religion. Before leaving the subject,
however, u.e must note hou'prcva-
lent priestcraft $as in all civiliza-
tions, and how it even threatened to
throttle the Chrisrian church.

The essence of priestcraft is the
rise ofa group of people who claim to
control access to God, and who sug-
gest that the offering of sacrifice is a

merirorious act *hich forces Gul
granr favours. Priestcrafr alwoul
takes away rhe joy of worshrn i l
st i f les individual piety. truth  ̂ and ;ui '
tlce) and cllvorces morallty lrt,nt rA
l igion. Irs tragedy is thar i t  i , rqi j
honest and true men to fight ag"rn.i
God, since God appears to be rhr 11(
of the priests. This explainr 1gi
srmnge alliance 6f poets, philo5.
ophers) Marxisrs, continrntal
Ireemasons, numanrsts, pretlslS. Uni-
versity students, and rhe middle-cln5.
conscience against that 'opium'.

Government and religion
Many learned treatises havc de.
scribed early religion before 3000 rc,
bur without wrilten records such
dogmatism is guesswork bascd q1
less than one per cent of the cvj.
dence. If all our modern books l,cre
destroyed, what would an archucof
ogist be able to make of our reljgion
from our ruins and graves? A crerror-
god worshipped through animal \ac-
lifice leaves no archaeological cri.
dence. \Ve must therefore conline
ourselves to civilizations llhich hale
left *'ritten documents.

The most ancient religion accc\si-
ble in a deciphered scrip( is th oi
Sumer. Hundreds of documcnr\ l ist
sacrifices to the gods at the templc\ of
Ur, Nippur and orher cit ies. B)"
abour 2500 Bc we know rhar rhf cr lY
remples had acquired vast lancls. rnd
there was a fierce rivalry betwccn lhe
priests and the government. Alrcrdy
Enlil, the god of creation, haci l)ccn
joined by numerous other gods who
lied, lusted and fought againsl cach
other. A corrupt priestcraft serrltg
degenerate gods heralded thc orcr'
thro\r' of this city-siate civilizalr(n b!
Semites from Babvionia.

The Babvioniani also had an clrb'
orate oriesihood with vast l!'nrPlcs
and hordes of temple servants. fhe
main difference \r'as that the prlesls
were mostlv of the roval famil\ - rnu
the supremi head uai a pries(-krng-
This mav reflecr the oripinal numr,lp
practice of having thJ head ot the
tribe act as priest. For the Babtll)t'
ians the supreme god was An f\!n!
corresponded ro the Semitic it'
Hebrew Elohim and Arabic Allah)'
but many 
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diuiniti". tu"r'

,# irffi

sacnnce

Heerhood

lil. t?$#" Fl'"J5fi1""il;"' i":
king from abour 24{,u Bc . l ms was

followed bY a revolt or tne Darons
who divided Egypr into-a collectron
of waring states' and brougnt Inc
oriess under control Atter the ex-

fil'is"1'"*HlT::;Hg:i;:il:
cal Do\ rer. The secret was thalJ In-
$eail of one Dowerful priesrhood,
rhere were seveial (the priesthoods of
Amun, hah, and Re) which the
pharaohs played off against each
other. That rhe Driesthood had de-

f:in'iiii:.fff:' J:i il'";:n:::l
both from Egyptian records and from

flUf3f"ou", 
of rhe Exodus in the

The earlv relieion of Crere mav be
clarified when ihe linear A scripr is
oeclphered. \0e knou frrrm Greek

l"J"iT'"li"lff . ;in:, ilJii".irT."t
anended by a Driesrhood. The ear_
l|e$ Gre€k eDic; describe animal sac-
nnce on numerous occasions. verv
surular to the worshiD of Abraham in
ratesune and the Arvans in lndia.r ne.Greek priesthood was weakeneduY. oerng atrached to a oarticularqelty- at a particular shrine ;nd none

"*.":ltlm."".t#""1llnL,;:

reaching werc required. The priest-
hood was often laughed at, but rts
scattered weakness meant that ihe
Greek thinkers never engaged the
ancit 'nr rel igion in open bart le The
suDreme Dlace of Zeus indicates that
beibre thi invenrive period of Greek
mythology. the creator was w^orship-
Ded rhrough animal sacrlnce as
imong the other Indo-European
nallons.

The only other ancient priesrhoods
of which we have wrinen evidence
before 500 Bc are the Persians and the
Chinese. Zoroaster of Persia and
Confucius of China were contem-
poraries, and they borh Proclaimed
ithical rel igions in opposit ion to the
degenerate Drresthood ano polytne-
isri which ixisted before them. \fe
know as little about the Magi priest-
hood of Persia as about rhe lfu
priesthood of China. Both practised
inimal sacri f ice, presumably withoul
anv ethical content, and both fai le. l  to
satisfv rhe ouestions of thinking men
As ni shali see, Zorcaster and CoD-
fucius were Dart of a greal movement
of freedom fbr the human mind from
priestcraft in the slxth century Bc. I!s
importan.. fo! wotld hislory may be
compared with that of the Renaiss-
ancJ and Reformation in Europe
2,000 years later.

Passing over lhe many other prlest-
hoods, such as the Roman Flamens'
u'ho sacrificed white lambs on lhe
ides of the month, the Aztecs, who
offered human victims, and the Nor-
dics and Germans, whose altars werc
overthrown by rhe early. Christ ian
missionaries, we must brtef lY men-
tion the Dhenomenon of the emerg-
ence of the vast system of medieval
priestcrafr wirhin Christendom. Th(
t\_eu Testament letter to the Hebrew'
makes i l  clear lhat al l  the Old Te'ta-
ment sacri f i res were fulf i l led in Jesus
Christ.  From lhe dealh of Chrisl
onwardc lhere could be no more
animal sacri f ices looking forward Io
the crossi the bread and wine of the
communion \ervice were lo look
back.

But iust as lhe lrue meaning o[
anlmal sacrrf ice always lended to be
tranrformed inlo a meri lor ious acl
which had merit  in i tself  and for 'ed
God to be gracious, so with the com-

Er
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munion seNice. Then, grad-
ually, it was suggesred that withour a
properly ordained priesr a commun-
ion service was nor valid. Meanwhile
the services became more elaborate
and required special rraining. By the
end of the Middle Ages all the
characteristics of priestcraft were
evldent.

The sixth-cenfury revolt
In rhe sixth century Bc there was a
tidal wave oflevoh againsr the priesr-
craft of the ancienr world. This wave
shattered the power of rhe old relig-
ions, though their cuks continued to
exist as backwaters for centuries.
Seven world religions appeared
within fifty yeals ofeach other and all
conrinue to rhis day: Zoroastrianism,
Judaism, Buddhism, Jainism,
Confucianism, Vedanra Monism,
Taoism.

The wave seems to have had its
origin in Persia. Zoroaster's actual
teaching remains obscure. Scholars
arc still discussing whether he was a
dualist or a monotheist.  Some have
given him a very early date, bur rhe
most l ikely seems to be some t ime in
rhe firsr half of the sixth cenrun'. He
must certaini-v have influenced
Cyrus, who overrhrew rhe Babylon-
ian Empire in 539 Bc, and senl thc
firsl group of Jews back ro Palesrinc
to rebuild their remple. B-v rhe rime
the temple was completed in 516 ,r: ,
fbur religious gianrs in India and
China, Buddha, Mahavira (founder
of Jainism), Confucius and Lao-Tse,
had dared to question the aurhoriry of
the Brahmin and Chinese priests.
Socrates (,170-399 Bc) came ar leasr a
hundred yeals after Zoroaster, but
he was preceded by Pythagoras
(f lourished about 530 Bc), who nrsr
brought rhe new ideas of the sixth-
century religious revolt into Greece.

The firsr causes of this great move-
ment are probably as complex as the
Rcnaissance aDd Reformation in
Europe 2,000 years larer. One obvi-
ous possible source is the preaching
of Isaiah (abour 740 Bc onwards) antl
the other eigh(h-centr-rry prophets of
lslael, with the refrain from Jeremiah
and Ezekiel a century or so laler.
Cerrainly we can find most of the

ethical emphases of 2or,, , . .
R , r n n h r  r " h ^ , , r  < < r  / a l  

" ,  
,  , ; ' ' EBuddha (abour 561 483 nrt. vi l

v i r .  r s q q - s r ?  p r r  
" - . r  

r ' . . . . . ' ' \vira i599-527 acl and C",rruli l
r 5 5 l  . ! 7 9  R . r i n  r h c  o r e r t  - " ^ ^ r  
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gious ideas, especially rrhtn i i]
were so revolutionary, would be,l
ceedingly rapid. By rhe rime rr 6ii
us  to  wr i te  and pub l ish  a  b , " , t .  , i
anclent worlO WOUIO have go\\ iDn*
the ideas far more extensir',:lv 'i1]

number of maior cir ies from ,\rhe[
to Lntna were comparatlvEl\ fer
and all were cosmopolitan u h se!
eral languages spoken by thc v:nq1
narional groups who l ived rhrrt  [6
ligious teachers and their Llr\ciDlfi
rravel led constantly and. mosr rmpql
tant of all, people had rhe rimc and
iDterest to listen to them.

The revolt in India
!0hatever the cause ofthe tidal rvalr
the actual force of its impacr can h
seen most clearly in India. 

' ihc 
$.

quence of the Y€d@r, and Bruhmunu.
the Upantshads, and the wrirings oi
the earll' Buddhists and Jains give ul
a picture of whar happened \rrth I
clarirv which is unequalled erccpt itt
lhe Bible. From a study of rhe sixlh'
cenlury revolt in India, wc can poslu'
late with some degree of ccrtaittt!
whal must have happened in oliel
parts ol the ancient world.

As we have seen, Indian lrlc wtl
dominated by rhe Brahmin pricsls;
From the pimirive simplicilv or
animrl sacrifice 1,000 years bctore,
thev had developed an r l .rh, 'rar
slstem of r i tual.  Specralrzalr, 'n into
various schools with their o* n litep'
lurc, lhe leisure to stud\,.  and rcce$
ro weiehtv books. all enabled thcrn !0

increaie iheir hold on rhe conrrnll
DcoDle. Thev. and thev onh aourl
offei sacrifice. and thetrsacnhc.' Jl'1
magicai prayers were so po\\ crllr
rhat men and even gods hi l . l . ' i
submit to them. Economrcal lr  tnt"
mpacious demands had bccofirr
intolerable. For everv occasion :'
birth. puberty. marrrage, war. Jea{l
or transgression of the r i fual la$s. u"

dernanded dahshna ism- The atheisr had to state his wa,v
ro salvation. Since there is no God,
what must man do? The answer that
the chan)ahas gave was thal the only
sood that man knows is haPpiness, so
ihe high.st good was to do what
made one truly happy. In this
modern opinion they preceded rhe
Epicureans of Greece by two cen-
turies and ou! atheists bY twenty-
four.

Buddhism
Buddha, who lived around 563 'l8l

Bc, was a Prince of rhis second or
warrior caste. The filst written ac-
counts of his life are at Ieast two
hundred years after his death, and
scholals agree that the two maln
forms of Buddhism existing roday
have moved far from their founder's
teachings. Certain facts, however, do
seem eitablished. The tradition is
that he was shocked into seeking the
meaning oflife by the sight of a leper'
an old man and a corpse. He Prac-
tised austerities for many yeaN till he
artained the illumination he was seek-
ing. He certainly knew about the

ffiffiffiN*
igtmq:."w
timxmt'*::n$t*:ry;:
$l'rliilii'ilii"i, ;" lLr:""1'l;
th8r the second should b.e a llgorous

crouD of atheists In lndla nve cen_

iuriei before Christ.
Of course, in the ancient world lt

was impossible iusr to declare athe-

Hindu priests still carry
oul the age'old rituals of
the Veclic scrtptures.
Chanting hymns tn
Sansknt, these Ptrcsts
are perlorming a fire
ntualta ensure a Qaao
naNesL

E.
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religion offered by rhe Brahmin
priests, and rejected this decisively.
He seems to have been an atheistJ or
at least to have abandoned the usual
worship of the gods. He had no rime
for animal sacrifice, Brahmin priests,
or even the caste sysrem.

Buddha's doctrine was simple and
down to earth. The cause of all
unhappiness is desire. The lust for
power, success, money, sex, comfort
and orher bodily pleasures causes all
rhe ills of life. Salvation (zirrdna) is
rherefore the losing ofall desire. It is
not necessary to become a hermit or
stop doing rhe necessities of life, but
it is essential to have no passion in
doing them. The pracdsing Buddhist
tends as a resuh to develop a quiet,
serene type of pelsonaliry, but the
desire for the good of others and rhe
passion for social iustice is eradicated
along with the desires for self. Jesus
expected us ro love our neighbours as
ourselves. Buddha denied love for
self so that practical love for others
was also lost. The main sects of
Buddhisn vary enormously in their
basic practices and philosophy, and
they will be looked ar in their own
section. Here we have only noted that
Buddha fits exactly into his time and
the movement ofrevolt againsr priesr
craft that
world.

swePt the ancient

ahimsa (no-harming). which o,-
taken uD and used wirh a verv,r i . ;q
enr meaning by Gandhi. Or;ginafiji
was connected with the sacredne..^ '1
al l  animal and insect. l i fe_, whlqf ", ]
very nard to practrse ln the modei
world. rhough ir was professe6 iil
Albert Schweitzer in Africa.

If we omir the inclusion of rssr..
for animal life as parr of his sysreln'ii
erhics, ir  is obvious thar Mahavir i
'way' was similar to thar of his prej"l
cessor Zoroaster in Persia, and h;
contemporary Confucius (551-47i
Bc) in China. Al l  three were f irs1xj
foremost preachers of ethics. 15,
desire to do_what ;s right and gootr,
qulte apart trom any doct nes. abou
UOO. lS a recurnng tnemq ln lht
history of philosophy. Aristode (384-
322 Bc) and rhe Sroics of Greece, rhe
high-principled Chinese, Roman and
English 'gentleman', rhe moderl
humanist, and many liberal Jews,
adhere to this religious genus. I have
called ethicism a type of religion
because il has a 'way' enforced by a
real conscience, and an experience oi
feeling right or righteous. Vherher
or not God exists, the devotee has an
assurance that all is and will be well
There are many examples ofthis kind
of thinking in nineteenth and
tlvenlieth-century modernism in lhe
\(/est.

Monism'We have looked bdefly at rhree rypes
ofrevolt against an intolerable priesl'
craft. They all agreed in their rejec'
tion of animal sacrifice, the piests
who controlled it and even the God t0
lvhom the sacrifices were directed'
Because of this direct attack on Brah'
manism and the caste systeln, lhe
three forms of t"uolt *"r. .t.om'
municated from Hinduism for over
2.000 vears. Now that the Brahrnins
have found other ways ofestablishing
their Dosirion throueh education alu
rhe kiv oosirions ii In,tia. B,,ddn'
ism. Tiinism and even arheism hale
been 

-readmirted 
as acceoted palhs

within Hjnduism. Protestinrism.hls
also come peri louslv close ro incluu-
ins ethicism and iven atheism at

acieptable 'ways' wirhin the Chrrst '
ian fold.

rf(/e must now look at a fourth kln'
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ffii;-,'.*"'fl iii,it'"'"ii.
il-th.'-oogh tot"
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Confucius the Buddha
and Lao-tzu were ail
teachets wha reacteo
against the 'ptiestcraft' af
lheirtime This scene
shaws an imaginary
meeting between them

Ethicism
A contemporary of Buddha, also a
prince of the warrior caste, was Var-
dhamana Mahavira (599 527 Bc).
His reaction against the amorality of
pdestcruft was to stress the need for
good deeds. Priests and sacrifices and
even God were unnecessary, since
this world had an inbuih, ruthless
moral order which automatically ie-
warded goodness and punished evil.
Salvation was therefore atrained by
destroying rhe evil of one's hearr
through doing good. The details of
his philosophical system, called Jain-
ism, were only recorded nearly 1,000
years larer, and are held by a small
fraction of the people of India.

An interesting facl is that Maha-
vira's ethical system for rhe firsr time
required vegeta anism to the extent
that no animal life was to be harmed.
Jainism gave to India the word

#ffi
priests and sacrihces were ,sultaole
for the uniniuated, but tne true

monist hrd a dilect acc€ss to. tne

absolute which bypassed the-neeo- ror

ritual. The discipline developed to
dttain this union with the absolute
was called yoga. It is still widelY
orecdsed in lndia. and is now being
vieorouslv oropaqated in the \(/est.

=rnu er,i.ir"iu. literature of Hindu-
ism describes the various types of
monism in the greatest detail. Our
msk here is to note that this type of
religion has appeared again and again
in the historv of the world. The four
main monisiic Dosirions can be set
out 8s follows, ihough there are re-

:i:ft::l' 
*o sub-divisions for each

Prltheism
oAbsolute Danrheism: Evervthine

3ii'"d'ikoiX;*"*m: Goa is rhlr.8[ty or principle behind narure.

Vcdalte
O Modifed monism: God is ro nature
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ritual and requlations He rejected
the man-madi restraints tvpical of
ethicism, so that Confucius found
him incomprehensible. Posit ively he
recommended conformitv to the waY
(Tao) of the universe Of the four
kindi of monism, Taoism would
aDDear to have been closer to panthe-
ism or modif ied Pantheism than to
rhe typical Vedanta type ot Hlndu
monism. Instead of a stress on medl-
tation, it was mole a seeking to be
natural, or at one with the course ot
nature. But in any case, Taoism was
certainly monistic as opposed to the-
ancient theism and Pol)'rheism ol
China.

Monism and Christianity
Monism has since had a long history,
not least in Christianity. After the
powerful attack from rhe direction of
Gnosticism in the second century,
the Christian church had to face a
monistic counter-attack from the
Neo-Platonisrs in the third century.
Plotinus (aboul 205-269) made a
iourney to the East and returned with
an arsenal of monistic ideas against





lhc rapidl)-grnwing Chnsl ian churctr
in the Roman EmJ'ire. T,r claim rht
[rcek phi losophrcal heri laqe h( in-
cluded some idcas from plrro, but his
sysrem. ot_ contcmplatiun was idcnti
car r\ ' t th the voga of Hindu monism.
_ l ' lotrnus fai lcd ro ral l l , rhc Ruman
tmplre againsr Jesus Chrisr, but heqas redtscor.ered and introduced
thr,)ugh rhe back Joor manv scn-
turrrs lalcr. An Ital ian phi losopher,
u l o roano  B runo  (1541  1600 ) ,  r cD_
rescnted the f irst Vcstern monrsirc
reaclton lo medieval priesrcrafr,  and
nrs panthersm infruenced thc Irw
Sprnuza (1632 77 r Meanq,hi le minv
ol thr^myslcs haJ bcen infucnced b1
1\ eo- l- lat.  'nrsm through a forserv al
trrbuled r( '  Dionrsjuslhe .\r .Jpasrre.
,rlost ol thc readers oI p.eaJ+biont.
qrJ rhoughr rhar rhev !\ere :r i l l
Lnrrsttans. bur rheir picry had
Decome strangch Hindu, an.i  one of
I hcm,  Eckhan  Labou r  1260_ j j 27 ) ,
was ncartv condcmnuJ for herc\r
_- Phi losophrcal monrsm rnrered the
Ucrman !hurch rhr,rush Iohann
i - r ch rL . .  f 1762 -181 ,+ t .  r vho  r s  , l e_
scrrhld as an erhical monisr. He Nas
orsmr\sed trom rhe univcrsirv of
Jcna  t n r  J l he i sm rn  1799 .  hu t ' r vas
later rFpotnted l( ,  lhe Untvcrslrr of
t i e r l i n . _ . . ^ l ' h rough  ( i  \ v .F .  HcSc l
t , t  /  / r  t x j t  r o n e \ j n g o f t h e r d e a l t \ r s
occrmlj thc trulJ mur!r ial t \ ts Ukc
l-cucrhdch L Ix01-72 ) und K.rr l  , \ larx

( 1818-83). Friedrich Part Two/1775 - j8<4 
. led  a  g ruu ; .  *n , .  i t | ,  . . ; ,le .s  .matcna l r \ l i c  t ie r r :  . , r  .n l t l ,  ,  . .

w h i . h  w r .  . l ^ . - "  , ^  , L ^  b : -  ,  : d . lwh ich  was  c l ose r  r o  rhe  H in . j r i  I
an ta  t vpe  o f  m"n i l - .  Ano rh ,  , l : ;
was championeJ bt Schleic, n,, l l t
,  I76x .1834 , whu rr icJ r;  J,, , , ' : rF
I ruc  Chns r i an i l \  i \  i n  I ac t  d  J  j n ; ,
monlsm_ Religions

Ancient
,The rencrred invasion ol l  d5r,. .

rel lgtoLl\  ldeas rn our own J, l \  |
] ' _ t ndu  gu rus .  zen  mas tc , \  ! .
I  r bc tan  n tua l s .  r s  ev i Jcnce  t ha t , ,
struggle l l  al t(rnal ive r( l lph
and . rdeo log ies  i s  as  s r rung  a .  . r i i

. r  n r  cha r t  t bc l o$ , )  sh ( ,ws  rh .  m , .
reUgr,,us sJ,srems preached ,n r i
slxth centur) ur: and the lat"r j .
velupmenls classif ied undrr r6i
rr lcst(ralt  was a degcnera1i,,1 11n.
l he  o r rg rnJ . re l i g j on  o l  man  , \ r h i
r \m ,  buddh tsm.  c th i c r sn t  a i
munr\m arc rh< fnur Fossibl.  rea,
t t ons r ' l  a  t h i nk ing  managa tn r r , r . a1 ,
rrr arr at jcJ\t  trvenn-l ir .e cUrrrUrir

Obvioush- al l  f i r 'e of rhesc opir(,ns ai
very much wlth us toda],.  Chr i \r ian.
r l \  .cunrradj(ts thc major prunr ,s r
raeh , ' l  lhcm anJ offcrs sulL,rtror
lrom outsidc ourselves altogcrhcr. sr
It  ls nol depcndenl on our o\: ! , ,r  \nrm
bling al lempts at happincss or.soir.
tual fulf i imenr. Bur ihar musr h. i  rhr
subiecl of a l i l ter scction.
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