
Hindus cremate their
dead. kattering the
ashes together with
sacrcd marigold flowerc
onto the RiverGanges
ensuresthe soul's
cantinued life.

have gone, rhey have raken wirh
them their culture and religious ideas
and practices.

One faith or many?
Hinduism embraces a wide diversiry
of religious belief.
OThe vast majority of Hindus be-
lieve in God in some way or other,
but there are some who do oot.
O Some Hindus believe thal a respect
for all living creatures demands that
they be vegetarians; others will sac-
rifice animals ar the temple and
ioyfully share in a roast by the
river-side.
O Some Hindus worship Shiva;
others Vishnu or his incarnations
(ooatars), most notably Kiishna or
Rama; others again are worshippers
of the goddesses.
aThe inhabitants of one village do
not shale in the precise focus of
worship which will unite rhe villagers
in another place.
aThe individual Hindu may rever-
ence one 8od, a few, or many, or

none at all!
O He may also believe in one poa -
in several gods as manifestair.i,-Q
him.
OHe may express the ul l i rnak.-
personal Or lmpersonal termS.

ft has been suggested thar Hi^r.
ism is 'a federarion. -of cutri-'ii)
customs, a collage ol loeas and shiJ
rual aspirarions'.. So-, is ;r possibf,li
speak ol 'Hlndulsm 

_ln rhe singul;
or are there many'Hrndulsm(,) -r

Under one umbrella
For.Hinduism, as for orher religiou
traoltlons'. tne name lS an Umbrcl[
Ierm wnlcn ooes nol oemand a lohl
nomogenelry. ( I,o- oraw a parallel.
tnc lltual ol an.Alncan hdependett
Lnrtsllan cnurcn wlll oe lar removat
from a Copric or Armenian liturqvl
and yel all come under the naii'Christ ian'.)  Bur i f  Hinduism em.
braces a 'family of religious beliefi'.
we still need to 6nd somerhing whic[
can be called the 'ethos' of Indi$
religion.

The flow oflife
One concept which is found evety-
where within Hinduism today is tb
idea of reincarnadon or transnigr
don. rJrhereas Chiistianitv rhinks i!
terms of the importance of decision
makine within one life. and seet
salvari6n in terms of rhe individurl
lrhough nor neglecring lhe group or
the whole). the Hindu thinks ol m.
flow of life throueh manv exislencc&
This lies behind t"he notion ofiafiat{
which exDresses this flow from bii4
to death and rhen on to rebjnh, at9
so on. As a result the limited span d

history is lengthened to billions uf'00
billions of vears.

Linked wirh rhe norion of razt{
is rhe concept of karma. Kanrc !,1,
erallv means 'work' or 'aclion '."'i
also indicates the consequences o\A

tions within one existence whlcn r:

into the nexr existence and influej
its character-and so the chaln l;
on. Hindu hooe. therefore' lf '1,

release rmofuia) from rhis chatn *

,iikllr :i"r,,'lf*',f u,'#
(see'Roots').

: The Development
du Religion

Hammer

of Hinduism (as we wirh the sacral kingship in an- popular fotms of Hinduism' have
it) co back thousands cient Babylon, where rhe ruler also been found
so itrat ao we know was seen as a'son' of the divin- It would appear, lherefore,
iarliest forms of relig- ity-in both cases a mother-god- thal this ancienl Indus Valley
indian subcontinenti diss, the symbol of creativiry and civilization shows traits which are

the onsoins flow of life. There still a powerful force in Indianthe ongoing flow of life. There still a p
dels are many figurines of the god- religion.
eudence we have dess, signiiring rhe origin of life

T::"i8il'i:'il: ii3':,"1"#,'"flf ,.?';F Hfi,::: rhe Aryan fairh
dre Indus Valley. A which emphasize the bieisrs). In the middle of rhe second mil-
u urban culture was All the indications are ofan early lennium ac fie Aryan (lirerally
in the third millen- matriarchal sociery as rhe back- 'noble') peoples invaded India,
rnd two cities have o",trrtt,1 to rhe hoit of poddesses bdncins fieir lanquage and tra-and two ciries have 

"roun6 
ro rhe host of goddesses bdnging rheir language and tra-

'ated: Harappa, the in India todav. F-ach village dirions and profoundly influen-
capiral of the Puniab r""-t to have irs own goddesi, cing, although in no way ousting,
$ of the River Ravi, ygnslalgal ss rhe siver oilife and the older religions, ideas and
rio-dato. 400 miles/ f.rrilirw Thew m;w alsn he seen oractices. Their lansuaqe de-daro, 400 miles/ ferrilirv. Thev miv also be seen practices. Their language de-

awayinSindh,on as embodimints'of the female veloped within India into what
ofthe Indus. oiinciple, called Shahti h de- we call Saoskrit----a parallel of
tident that the rivers i,"t^.t'." r-ri"a"i"- Greek. Latin and other Indo-evident that the rivers velooiirs Hinduism.

rl for their inhabirants, Tireri are 6zure
vident that the rivers velooihs Hinduism. Greek, Latin and other Indo-
L for their inhabitants, Tireri are fizures of a male European languages. h appears
rhe broad, fenile plains qscl. 1qq. with 

-horns 
and rhree thal rheir religion, roo, had close

r flood-warers. Ritual facei lseemingly the original of affinities with rhat of Homer's
t most imponant to rhe rriad. Timini, latet-exotes- Greece. At any rate, the Aryan
people and the ancient sed bv rhe thee deiries Brairma, panrheon recalls the gods of
corDorated ceremonial Vi<hnrr rnd shive) tle is shown Tlu llial arrd The Odyssej-rrated ceremonial Vishnu and Shiva). He is shown Tie llial atd, The Odtsset-

ey srill do today). in the posirion of a yogi (one fundamenrally manifestations of
was not conined who Dractises yoga, the way of nature.qung was not con-hned who Dractises vosa, the way of nature.

the baths at the sanc(u- self-discipline t 
' 

in a srare' of \Whereas rhe older Indus
tle also bathed in the contempiarion. He is also seen Valley religion seems to have

u-ch provided rhe liveli- surrounded by animals, which included yoga, renunciation and
th€rr comrnuniry, and so ,uoo"r,, rhat ie is the orisinal purificarion rites-all of which
tlrought of as 'rivers of lqr;9g1he ereat god Shiva, who continue ro mark rhe 'holy men'

uerelbre sacred. is often spolien of as .Lord of the of India_the Aryans appear to
unds at the temple- ggxs1s.. The fertility symbols, have been much more world-

lggest that there was a the linEam and lorri (rlprisenrins affirming. They were originally
rhe political and rhe g5g riale ani female sexua--l nomads (coming perhaps from
lhere may be parallels organs), borh still present in rhe Baltic regions). They appreci-



atrd thc openncss () l  nrturc
rrces. f iclds. sk\ rnd \o (xr. l . ike
IIomcr's Grecks. thcr '  nrLtdc rhcir
sacri f iccs to gods t ho re-p
rcrentcd the f i)rccs ol ni l lurc.
' \nimal sacri l icc r.vas Ien nruelt
i l  fcature of rhcir.  prrct iccs.
\\ 'hercas r ivcrs pr 'r l  idccl the
nlcct ing-place for thc pre .\rvan
\\ ' {)rshjppers. the i \ryrns g lh
cred around f irc entl  prr l i rrntcd
lhclr ccrem()nies thcrc. 

' l  
hc\

\ ' ()Lrld casl grr in. hutter lni l
sprcc into the l lamts

f_nfortunateh th,:rc hxlr b.cn
no archacologicrl  l incis lrom rhc
c r rh  pe r i od  o f . \ iY i t n  sc l l l cn t cn t .
huI ! \-e do posscss ir  l r tcruttrrc
\\ 'nIIen dorrn pr ohablr irhour

300 rr: .  but rcfLcl inl l  rn ()r i l l
p()ct lcal tradlt ion ironr ccntur ' ics
h t ' l o re r .  The  Ved i c  r c r t s  r l ' r , 1
c \ f r esses ' know lcdge ' i  cDsh r i ne
lhc main el iLlcncc l i )r  lhc originl l
. \rr ' . rn l-aith.

Songs ofknowledge:
the Rig Veda'I-hc 

Rig i i t l rr  ' \ong\ () l  krro\\ .

Hinduism Outside India
Raymond Hammer

lcdgc rre thc oldc\r.  Jlun\ '  () l
ihcsr rcl igious h!mns n1r\ '  hr ivc
hccn composed *hcn rhc Vccl ie
pcoflcs \ \ere st i l l  in cenlr l l  , \si i l .
I lut most ol thcm prot)Nbl\ di l lc
lrom u t ime aftcr thc scl( lernenl
in India. In latcr r imcs lhcv r lcre
co sid0rcd to bc l  rct cl ir t ion
lrom Brrhman rhd ul l intrt( '
sourcr ol al l  bcing in thc l i rrnr o1
lrrrds. rcceivcd lrr rhc insl ir i :r l
sirLrts l i r /r is .  Thc segcs. rt  ulr
h t l d .  had  been  g r rn t cJ  rh0  rh i l i l \
Io rf frehend thc knor| lcdge
\h rch  \ \ as  e l e rna l  h rnc r  t hc  l r t l c
\rtnrt ldrd-elcrnal Jl , lDrra .rnel
dn inc. Thr: rel i ! : i ()u\ lr i ldlr( 'n
l l t c r  d i s t i ngu i shed  hc t \ \ . en  \  h r t
lras revcxled Jr,r/ /r  rnd \, ,hrl
\ \ ' rs remembercd rrrDrtr i tnJ s, '
fossesscd not dircct. bur rruh I
sccondarr ' .  inspir i t trr ln.

The gods
l  hc l l i l  I i r .1a is made up ol-nr()rr
l hxn  1 .000  hvmns .  I  he |  r r e  L r ' u
rlh Nddresscd to .r srnglc goi1.
Ind sc|cral dozen di i l i ' r ' .nr goLls
i i a tu r c  j n  t hcm.  l  he  mr , r t  popu -

lar i :  InJrr.  *hr,r is p, ;  . . ,
u  r r r i o r  l ho  ovc r . ,  : " . 1 .
po,,vcrs of evi l  and I , , .  l l ,
\ \ r ) r l d  i n ro  be ing .  t h (  i ' , t h ,
r \  t h c  P ! r \ , , n r 6 ! ! l r , , n ,  L  , ' ' \ ! i
l r e r . r l  I r r r  I  r t r n  rg ru ,  , , 1 * l
u . rnh  . r nJ  he rv (n .  . .  , , ' i l
) l r l t \  \ \  h i ! h  t hc  p r i ( \ t  ; :  ' r r .
i h .  I l . , n r . '  I n ru  rh (  r  ,  ,  , , 1 t '
l hc  gods .  ' !  1 r

' l l r L r .  t h r t  , \ gn r  \ \ l  , ,  I
r \  l , , l l r ( l  h \  an ! r sn t  , , f . ; l
\c ' i t \-  c()nducl lnc gL \

I  n !  ! l l \ l n c  f \ - l f ( l l i  I  r . .
. r n , l  l : r r r h .  s r  n th ,  i L  , ,  .
| .  t \ e \  i , l  n r rU r (  I  I  , r r , . , ,
I n d l r - r l e \  l n C  l n d l \ \ ,  1 '  . : , f  h ,
l \ r (en  lN1)  \o r lds .  I | .  . .L f \ lL .L
. l n d  l l l L  r c r r E \ l r L . L  \ , r r  r
r  r r , t r f - L  r . r nus  r s  r h t  I i h ,

g()us. occl luse CrrenlL tL tLt!
r '?t l r  rnd la\ \ '  ( . / /?dfrr  l f  i t i l

mini \ le led l rDd regulr l ! ,  , \  hrnr' l  
h e  c o s n t i c  o r d c r  i :  ,  r r n  h ,

contro l  and hc cnsurc.  . l  thcrr
l \  I IO l ranSgreSSl(JI l .  ,  ] l t r  1r i
h u n t i t n .

I  h c  i ' , , l t r  . l i s t i n r r  . .  l r
t t rccn thc \ \ i r r ld SoLr l  , , r l l , r

)  sub r l anLc  l f ' /A f r / r  I h '
tne  - .  i<  scen . l \  lnc  ( t i \n l l i

fod\l" rvhich ensLrs in l i le rn,l
ell l ' ' i i"t" lrn hr nt'.hlu \\rrh'

ill!11'.n;;' ;;',1:;i;." iilli i?i
Jl]l ' ir ' ln" rf.i" ot th. hum,rn
r . ' - l ' " r  ordcr.  Inc m'rut l l  l \  In(

i?[!li. ::$. :li",lllli]li:l :
l l : ,: ' i ; ;*" 3\ rhc K\hJrr r\. '
j ' u , - rh ighs  arc  l l l c  -  land  ' ^ \n ( r ' .

[*.H:'l;'.ll',?:"i;:'', :l: J]l
i , i ,rrnr rnd .c.rls lrr./r,r Ir r.
r t t re lV thr t  tn. '  / r l l t l . /  r r l l

, "5ente,J thc_.u r ' tc ,  t_prr  rFle\  \ \nt r

came from tne Inulgcn'ru\  f \L ' | t l

b t i o n  a n d  \ \ c r c . ! u o ' l r d l n ' l l c d  l L r

the aonquer lng ; \ rvans l

Power for the Priests
I h e  p r i o r l t \ .  n t  l n (  n r r L \ l l \  ( l r r \ \

t s l i n k e d  u r l h  t h c  ! r L l r l . l l  l 1 L , \ l l r i i r l
q iven to sacrr l lcc and the r l l i rSlcr l

ise of  incantat ions.  I 'he pr icsts

alone could br ing lhe f roPlr  in lo

touch rv i th rhe cosmlr  fo\ \ 'c l \
md guaranlec lhe aonl tnt l r l ton () l

l i fe .  This pr iesth ascendrner r | rs
nol  accePled \ r lhout  quc\1r()n.  r l \
the ru l ing c lass scem to hl  t  hr le l
the leadership tor  much , ) l  lh f
t ime. I t  \ \ ,as onlv th.  chb(n i r t ion
of  r i te and ccremonial  \  h ich in
creased the oo\1cr of  the nrrcsrs
The more compl icated rh i  l , , rnrs
ol  worship,  the morc .sscnl i r l  i l
was lo have the exndrr l

Bl . t t  the l . / .d/ r  a lso r i l lccrs u
Srowing speeuhtr , ,n r r  h i rh r - rs
r o  t e a d  l n  r h c  L 1 , r r u s l , r , / ,  r h e
vcQanta,  rhc end al  rhc I  ,J , r
wnh whieh rhe re!cJl .J  \ \1, f ! t
w a s  t o  l c r m r n a t e  I n  t h c  e . ' r l l
L r e a l i o n  m r r h  l n d r J  \ \ J \  \ L L n . i \

$ffi ":i1.,:-":.1',T,' ii'llt til.
!{slenLc 

In latcr 5D(!ul. !uun rh.J
ru,ne-God' dE\(rrb(J in fcrs,,n.Ll
' - ' 'A.8tvrs \ \ 'a\ ro Th.r l  t  )n('" t  l rnpEr\,,nrl  fnr!c , ,1 trqrrr i , ,n
no1tal"rt  ' t  al :u a quc.r i , ,nrng

, , 'Vho  kno r r ' t  i u r  r c r r r r n ;  r r h , ,

lf,;i;:' iiTi,'"rl:;,i.ili'' i lllll
*ilih.:;T'Hlo" l',T::l:il..,,,.

L

hr\  n(r l ; '  .  .  he alone knoNs. or .
pcrhi l ls .  cv i jn he docs no1 kno\ \ ' . '

In  lh is l i i r \srgc \ \ 'c  hr tc !hc basis
l , j r  l l r c  l i l r u r c  p h i l o s o p h i z t n g
\ h i c h  r r r r r  h a p p i e r  t o  d c s c r i h c
l h r  u l l i n l r l r  o r  l r ! n s c c n d e n l  r I l
n . g r l r ! c  r i r l h c r  l h r n  i n  L r o \ r l r ! .
tcrnr :  lnr l  r lh ich \ \ ' rs  Io rccepl  i l
h r r i i  r c l a t r l i s n r  i n  l l l  r t t e m p t s  t i r
t icscr ibc the lbr t r lutc.

Classes and castes
Iir()nr lhc fi)ur class groupings ()l
(h0 norm on lrcalron. lhc idcr
grc!\ thl l  somc hicrsrchle strt lc
I u r c  i n  s ( ) c i c t !  i s  a  pa r t  ( ) l  l he
di! inc intenl ion f(rr the naluri t l
orelcr 

' l 'hc 
chsscs l ;dr)rrrs {ol-

.ur-s r ncre latcr to prol i lerdl.  inl()

: - I

From the seventh century
aD H ndu cu ture and
rel igion exercised a
widespread nfluence
throughout south-east
Asia, taking in the
modern.dav co!ntr ies of
Burma, Thailand
Karnpuchea, Laos and
Vietnam aswel as many
olthe slands of
Indonesia. (For I  000
years, even then, there
had been conlact with Sri
Lanka, formerly Ceylon,
and during the t ime of
Ashoka who was ruler in
the third centurV BC
Buddhist ldeas had been
introduced. ) General ly
speak ng, th s inf luence
persisted for about eight
centunes and s
dominant on the island of

Bali  to the present day.
In most countr ies

however-and th s is also
true of Ba i- ihe Hindu
culture incorporates a
great deal of poplr lar
Indrgenous, pre-Htndu
rel igion. The Angkor Wat
structures in KamOuchea
reflect rnteresl n
Brahm nic re igioUs r i tes.
the worship oi Vishnu
and Shiva, as we las
Pronounced deas oi
krngship. A styl zed
reirgious art marks most
ol the countr ies, and in
Thailand and Kampuchea
the scu ptures bear
wltness to the Oopu artv
of lhe Ramayana cycle 6f
slones.

S  nce  H  ndu i sm,  i n
some form or other, is the

re igion of mosi ndians.
we would expect to fnd
Hindus wherever Indians
are to be foLJnd. The
d spers on lakes rn
Europe (espec a ly, ol
course the United
K ngdom) the Amer cas
and Pac fc areas asfar
as Fi l i  Unt recently
lnere were also a
considerab e number of
Ind ans n eastern and
southern Air ca.

Although t has been
aroe y lhrouqh
Buddh sm th;t ndian
thought (and especial y
rel o ous rdeas) has had
ts impact on the West,
lndian swamls and gurus
have had a considerable
fol lowing and Hare
Krishna groLJps are to be
tound in both Europe and
Ametca.

Many n the West also
look to vooa. Just as
Buddh !m had i ts
Eightfold Path, so royal
yoga (Raja Yoga) had i ts
eight siages-rna n y

physica disc t
d rected to the

meditat ion. l f '
self-contro (to.
name yoga po

contro oi breai l
restra nt ol the .
control ol the thr
processes anar
contemp atron

A though mar.
West regard yo .

strengthens ihts
provroes relaxai
quret minc n tr ' :
o f  H i n d u  s m  1 :
means oy wlr a'
stflves ior sa ,r'al
is achieved whE,'
dual ism of se 1 i
Eaahman is over
and a I se ihood ,
the streams oi 01.
Movements sucl i
Transcendenta
Meditatlon (Tl\y') .
this goa with yo!r. t

_ vec
r ihe

r . t .

lhe. . ,pv

:  j O a
' letl

- 's0n
- h s

l lr(. ,r(, , ;  S1ri, ,r  ,s l |-" oeslro-! 'e, ihrs
l ir  r , , j i  \ . . i  rr !  rr  r ,  r  s/, i rrr:s h i l r l  kl i i r /r l l

l  hrgc nunrher ol birth groups
./rrr iJ. *hrch dif fcrcntiatt , l
l l rnr i l rr ' r  nrLteh Dlorc acuordlng t()
* or k e|rrrc in tht communttr ' .

. \ l r h0L rgh  some  e \pca l s  o i  t he
cl\ tc \ \ ' \ lcnr hale been outh\\cl l
hv rhr In. l ixn go!-crnnlcnt ln
r!ccrr l  l inrcs. thc s\sIcnl con-
t inucs rs an integral Prr l  oi
Inl lrxn so.i t l \ ' .  Questions of n]Nr'
r irgc NnJ crl l iDg rrc aLl I inkcd
N i th  l he  chss  c l s t c  g roup rngs .
' I  

hr l i rsl  lhrce chsses are cul ol l '
l l r n r  t hc  l i r u r t h  bv  be ing ' l \ \ ' r c c '
bo r r ' .  L r r '  t he  i n i l i , r l ed .  

' l h cv

it  rn

lo

^t



dominated rhe sacrif i( lal sv.,-
It was at rnrs poinr rl l l ' t \
movements of laini.- ' '  \movemenrs of Jainisr"' '  \
Buddhism (see relevanr ,-,-${
emerged wirhin Hin,tu,._.l9)
the same time the U/,;;::1, At
provided a redirectiori 

-.iias

Vedantic tradirion. s"i^"j ult
cepted as 'revetarion'. "L4.
formed an indispensable ;"'It
dienr in the new synrhcsis qillf
was to emerqe and h. ^-i;',!'Hinduism'. - - 'drtd

The Ramayara is an epic poem
which tellsthe story af Rama, the
sixth incanation ofVishnu. He was
a areat hera, dedicated to tiddno
th€ earlh ol evl.doerc

wear the sacred thlead as an
indicatioo of superior status. In
addition, birth-groups differenri-
ate between rhe 'pure' and the'impure', indicating borh the im-
portance of ritual purity and the
impurity that accrues from
miing with another group.

Ir is likely that the si'dras were
first despised by rhe invading
Aryans and regarded as belong-
ing to art inferior colour (z,arra),
being dark instead of lighr-skin-
ned as they were. The idea ofthe

cycle of rebirth later indicared
that the srrlrai could hope for
salvation only in a future life, as
they were nor yet among 'rhe

initiared'.
The priests were gaining a

stranglehold on sociery through
class differentials. Bur rhis was
not to go unchallenged.

Revolt in the temple!
By about 600 ac the ascendancy
of the priesr in society was com-
monly accepted in northern
India. The priesrly rirual of sac-
rifice and its appropti^te rnantra
(verbal urrerance) as ser out in
the manuals of rhe priestly class

The fains
Both Mahavira ()599-j27 b\
the figure behind Jarnrsm. 

"l'.irhe Buddha labout 563-+8J n"i
the founder of Bud,Jhisrn. 

-i{i

longeq to small  republlcan ciN.
slates,that had.emerged amongsl
rne Aryan tflDal unlt\. Thev
came fiom 'noble' familics of thi
rultng class wnrch had once held
tne leaoersntp tn soctet\.

The Jains believe lhar Maluv-
ira was the twenty-founh 'Ford-

maker' in the current era of
cosmic decline. (The cyclicrl
view of history was unquestion
ingly accepted.) He, like ft.
Buddha after him, had rr anderd
in search of 'release' or 'salvation'

from the age of rhirry. He found
it when he was forry{wo, when
he became a completed soul
theoalin) ^nd conqucror (tifu)
(The name 'Jain' is dcri \ed lrot!
jinc.) He died at Pava (near Palll
in Bihar) after teaching for thtrtY
years.

Mahavira was much more oI I

lationalist than the Brahmanisls
He reiected revelalion and bas4
his reiieious scheme on logic ano
experieice. He a.ceDted tlls
somewhat Dessimisric *ie*' of tnc

hufian situation and \r'as con'
cerned for release. As he sa\( tll

s i tuation. the human soul wi

enmeshed in ."tr"r 
"nd 

n.."'t
to regain irs prist ine purltv a' i ;

thereby achieve immortalt tY.-
can only gain l iberation as,t iu";

i ts accumulal ion of acl ions 41_

their consequences. Each so.u,li
seen as an entirv in its own flbr'

Jainism in rhi!  way aff irrnl" i
plural i ty of beings as agarnsr w'



, n  L r " ! n e

sa al i i ,al  ra!L.ra r,3s
ptrar ;  l fa Tnan ar
i l ' !Lr!Jhi as aainttasteal
!\ '  th [4.fanaas
Kiral-]cfarr Garaih
(1869 l9a8),, !hcrr i  he
stiok.: ol as the r-ran cl
cofcenlrale0 efar
Cease es,q aci \r  l !

Gandh  i
Cafdlr h.r. l  b-.: .

V !e{ananala I ia onl,o
arf isi .Jear V_, e snry
n r ! : sa !e  F0 f  i r  . r  l , ! l h
,",  as Goal a, ir  norl
!r  a er..e (; thr, i-( i i j , ,^r.rs t tsL.
,'"'a! iLr aarl eie In!
rra :at . i .  oi  Gc.i  l1 s ie
nras are,.'arleo Ia \r!'nf nll
falEpena -.nce tor fal a
anai ra s . t  th€ ac!r,r ia,,  s
stai.rs F] s F aa.r snr r las
; en-'3rac nal. Aithor !Jl '
f  - .  resf.e.: ted the Veia. ' .
tra. l  t  on ancl had a
parl cLrlar af leat of 1o' ihe
Sh.Oarao 6rla he
a a f leal that h s vers on
c l  l l  na r i r  sm  n i  uaed  a
Lhai kicv,r to be lesl I
s arn cl.r  st an t! .
8Ja.lh s r and
Zo.oastr an sm

Ci the othe. her. l  h s
tea .h  ng .a ' r no l  5e
un0ersloaai apan iTarl l
lhe lhree bas c H ndL
aonaepts o'oharlna
1cLr1!) the rennar'o0..
( i he  d  sc  p  Lne  o i  ac t  on )
arrL /rcnsha iSLr r tLa
de \. ,e'an.e) i le
ntcrDr eie. i  the Bhaara",ai
6ila as se fless aci rin
(a/rasha,l i i )  see ng
Arlrna as:he one \," ' f  o
fras to be ca m ar! let
. lenefo!s n lhe rr NSt of
sL,t iea nq Non v o efce s
nol tc be thougft oi n
lerms ol pass,; ty rt  s
lr ,e way.i  act on (Tfere
s sl j l - je para e here"^, ih
th€ fact that Chr:st ans
see . the sLrffer ,rq cl
Christ Goc s su p.e.ne
act on Lhe berat o. oi
' n a f { n 0 l r o . n s n a r c
ceath i  snot\,vtho!l
s ! tn:f  cance thai lhe
crcss of Chr st had a
fascrnat on fcr Ganaif '
and thal h s iavour ie
h\ 'nrn u/as Wlren su'vdy

lf  e !4/cr 'raf0.rs cr 'o5s
Ga l . oh  ra .aa l ca  l he

,a! laralea l  as ar
aacr€t on lo H r i iJ srr
l le , / /as pa' l  cLr a., , '
aONaeTf r -o . ,  TL ,T  lne
!rntarrahalt es cr o.r icasle
!tf .Lrps demand n.l  ihat.
iar i .om be ng fet-.cte. l  by
soa ely ihcy shcu c !e
seen ats the cr !  ,cg!a
c l ' r . , en . f  Go . l
iy'larrtarJi n h s r,.1r-.ai
ho-rse ( i .r51rrarr l  fre
i le,ra|rde! arf N s
rO Cdaf: lre Serne r 'anrs
vlh ch fre Naa takar -rparr
ir  rnse'f  the pLrrsLr l  ol
t  r , th .ron n c efaE see|

abst .-ol]ce from s-oxL a
aai i  1,,1h s own siaaa€
irom I3061 and pole 1J,

Aurobindo Ghose
A .c the '  .N !en1a  i ! l r  r - .
n recenl l  -es was
A!rob n. lo Ghos-" ( l870
195,4) l- ]e a sc d sp aye.j
\  /ester. r f  !enc-. n l ' ,s
ircu!lhi eirplras r nq
crcss cLr lL|a Iert zat on
between Easl an.l u/est.
Th-. son of an Enll  sh
eai!cated Benga doctor
he st lc ecl at Ca' ibr d'J-..
b ! l t hen  rL r r : ed  i o  r .  a r
cL lLrre and p.i l  t  cs L ke
Gandh he was
fiLrenced by
Ran  ak r  shna  a rd
,l  fela laral a a1a
ntefp.eted ihe Veaafi  c
l r a r  t  on  t h foLgh  the  r
e!es i \ l -  en n pr sor fcr
h  s  p o , t  c a  a c t r t e s  r e
a a ir ia,d lo i icar lhe .Jo ce
o'V ' ,ekariafda g! al n! l
h m n the praci ce oT
yona A' lhoLrgh he sa\r ' /  a
f iea as nca ial ons ol
Goc e!a"/ ng n lhe I
aonsa olsf -.ss he sar!
| c a s f a t o . , r a  r e ! i a  a s
lhe f lrsl  slep I spraaai rg
the un,"ersa trLrth ol
H  nd ! r sm i h ro ! ! t ho ! t  l f r
r1/o r d.

That \ , !h rch we.a the
H : t c !  r e  ! l on  s  ree  ! '
the eter.a re , ! t  on
becaLrse t s l l .e rn \ ,ers3
re g on vlh ah enibfaces
a olners.

' t  s not !r  lhor t  r-.aso.

tts-"refcre thi: t  sa, ne hare
aar aatLrrear lhe H ndr
approaah as be n. l  A
re Ll ons are eq[a i l ]r
H  n c J ' s m  s a I l a r o r e
,"q!a lhan t lre rest l

CHARISMATIC
LEADERS
.  a ld  t  o . : c  t hes - .
relc.mers i t  ar l le
nLrm!e. ci  alrar s| l iat 'a
!: tceTs r,ale a-.!  l
r espons  t  - :To r Ine
emerale.ae ol :r  n.t  nr i- ; '
l i l  Dop! ar seats Tl 'ers-.
f  are.e-.f  . l l !enl .r  l -roih
l i r  ih  .  .d  a .n i l  n
H "arLr s.r l  o!ts ale r,d a
[.4osl ' .onie w tf  f  i l r !
!ha(l11rad t rr r  th. i .rgh
ar sorne aases there s an
al l te r ipl  i . i  lLrse bhadai
,. , '  th f f ,e Ve.aNi c
r raie rsta nrl r!l ol
H l l c !  s r l

Swami Nafayan^
Une eran'P e s a'oLl Llral
aa ec Gha rsh\ 'a a
( -  l 8 l  - I 8 : ! )  As  eade ro f
the Satsan!t s-.c: he,ras
hfo|rn as s!,r'nm
)anaranafa:a anc
Nara /a fa .  The  as l  f  an ' e
s t r e s s e d h s c a m t o i ] e
{ : r ! r e  A v g o r o L , s
preaaher aac F.asier y
oroarr,zer he r lroi 'a a ral-o
10 ow fg He had a
Ir\ ,pa01 a nf l !enae on I s
to o,r','eTs r!nor'I lr-.
prepareo io raae

sr. l fer r! t  l  1: . .ras the
Gr. r!  NanaL ol the
G!  u  a i  s :  as  l f r e : r ! . l a !  s
had reco-e S [r]s sc
a ge nLrnrtrefs al the
Gul! "ari  s lo neo lhe
S arn Nafa, 'an s!ct.

le! sa\,lr ,r 1f -o 5!rra nr
arlhor tr l1 ia:aal '  r ! l  a.ra
t le'o.a p.r .  1 . f  ihe I
defot c. il.-. Sr'\ranl
!ara.lrar SeCI ex-.rC s-.al a
s|onq . f l  lence !pon
na ans n Easl A{f ca an.l

1.orJi thefe i  enlefear
l lr  ta n

Sai Baba
A,r. j1he. f i  o/erfenl
erqr y arrong r.h e
GL tL r ra t  s  s  t ha t

- . ' l , r \  n r  ' r 1 l ' l r  \  l l  t l l

nrr'{lt ' 'ni, 'r ' i ' : ,r, lr. , rf r
\ \J i  t ' i ' , r . , .  I ' t . r , r /  , , /  /

, , o n ! ' , ; ;  i h !  ( 1 ,  r , n  (  1 , ,

,,,,ittqll.,ll' li:,.,., l'.,1,,",
r l ' ' ' r l l l .  i , ,n . l  'n"n"  t  ' '  ' ' '

l;l lil*;"- 1il'',nf,',:; ; ::',,,1
:;ii:i"'+,r i.lii Jl'i:i : .: l
' : " ' lL . , l , i i ' i '  th ins ' '  rL1 rh '  I  r r r

l: Ii:'',ll'll; ;lll' ' 
",, 

ii;
;l;,1,1:l'"'l:, " "'i, i'li'
l i r u c r v " r  .  ' l l ' J  r r \ t  L r  I  r i  I
i , i i  r  t rA  t '  \  '  r l L  r r t  r  F

i i r l i n , ' n , . ' n ' t  I n  r r  L ' ! l ! r r r  r , r r r r

f r \  b e ( n  I i l e  l L  n J  l l r r f r r r ' l  j  r

m.n r  r r r  t i r nJL r l ' n r '  . \ . 1  I  
r l r r r ' L

r ; r n J h i  r n l . l f ' l . l . , l  I  l l l {  " 1  r L l '

\ l r tucs ln . l i l ln1sl l1 x l f  \ | ( r l i ln !

r h c  t r u t h .  h r r n c s l r ' .  t h l l s l l l \  x n . l

I  non-r t lachncnt  t i ,  l  r ' l  lc l i l

thrngs.

The Buddha
I l  \ \ ' e  c r n  s i i t  h r \ t ( ) r \  l r 1 r n t
lcgcnd. the I lueldhr.  Srr  hurt . t
h is pcrsonr l  n lnrc ( ; rLr lxnrr  h i \

lnml lv nrmer re jcctct l  rhc 'ur : r i
l l c u l  c L r l t s  x n d  l h t  c r s l c : r . t c n r .
and taLrghl  l  nct  r r .n t , ,  i r lc ls . .
i tnr l  sr l , l : r ton.  \ .hrch hc Jc
\ r r r b e d  t n  L e r m s  0 l  l r ' q u r ' n e h i n g '
) l l r 'd?k| .  \ \ 'h i r r  ncr , . i rc l  qrLrrrch
Ing \ ras lhe dc. l f r  Nhlrh krpt  r i
lcrson pr isontr  l i r  thc . \ r l f  ( ,1

r . ' l . r r t h  h r  r . . L s 0 n  L r l  h i '  r r t i 0 r r
I l  \ l f : u .  t r r \  l h .  I r . l \ r i u  l r r  l i r .
l r s L r r . h  r l . i  \ r l l l c f i i l g  i \  l r r i h
r : r r r r L . J  t l r .  h u n l r l  l i , l .  ! l  \ r t \
r l . r l r  t h r l  r h f  . l e . r f c  h r . 1  r , '  1 . . : r l
. r . i L i r  l . . l o r r  r r l r i l . .  \ r r l '  u l l u r r l r . l
.LnJ rr r r ' ; , r , t , i  r ' r : ieh. 'c l .

l . t l c  r L  . l r ' . t , r r ' .  h .  r , ) l  r i r r l v
r n r l l \ ' \ f r l  l h 1 j  . . n r l ' t , ' n r .  L , l  t h .
hunlrn n l r l . r rc.  l -Lr l  r l : r  J . r ' r
. i I r L . c c l  l  e L r r ' c .  I I . r ' r  h c  p r i n t c J
r l  r r  ' n r i r l J 1 .  l r i ,  ' . r  h i r ' h  c l n r r ' r L r t
r i 1  h r '  , \ \ n  c r p t n r n i r  l i o r  h L '
l r i r L l  l o r n r l  L h . r t  r r r ' r t h c r . L  . c n ' L , u l
l r l c  i n  t i r ,  l r , r l , l  r r o r  r l r , . . r t r . r r .
r i s r r r i . i . i n r  . l  r l r r  h r l l N i r '  h i l d
. . 1 1 1 ' 1 l . r l  h r n r  I I i s  l c : r r h r n ! i  \ r l
t I r ' t h  t h t  \ o b l r  l r l g h r l i , l L l  l ' . L r h  t  i
, r i r ' !  ! 1 | , 1  \ ( r  l r i f l h r f  l h r  l I t l ( l ( '
, r r  I i u J J h i s n r

I  h c  l i L r J . l h , r ' '  r 1 r \ \ : r ! r  \ i . r \

l . r r ' l ) f l  L l r l l . r l  l h r { , t r ! l r  1 l ) .  r ( ] r n
r r l L l n l l \  , r i  h i :  J I ' . 1 f l f r  r l n J
l l L r t l J h i : m . l . r . r . l  I  l p i . l I  t o  t h L
. o L r t h  l l  J n r l i l  i r n ( l  l r r n r  t h ( r f  l ( i
S r i L , r r h : r  u n J  l l r L r u t r .  S r l r o o l r  1 , 1
l iLtc i r jhr .nr  srrr t  u l .  ln( l  I r , , r r1 Jh.
l i r . r  r c n t u | r  l l ( .  - \ l l h l \ ' . l n l  t h r
gr  L ur  r  chi i i .  . .  r r . ' r  u, 'J

l  r t i r r r r  t l t r  r L n l \ ' r i . i  \ , 1 ! i i r t r , n i L .
r 1 r .  g r . . r r  I l u . l . l h 1 . L  t h r n l . : r  r .  f r l r I
r l t r r c J  I h .  n , ) l i l n  , r i  : r . . ( , r ) r r n , l
, i r l r . . l  i r r . h i n g .  l \  h i i h  r t l l ' r t t c , l
1 i , r  . r  n r L r l l i i r l i r i t \  t j i  r r l i ! r \ ' L r \  . r J l

l r o r r h r r .  l - r i l l L r r e  l l { ) l l f .  i r \  \ u , r h .
l r s  i : r . r : p i n L  J l  l l r .  r r . r l i l \  I h .
' l l L l L i ( i f i x  n r l r r r r '  \ . r \  \ ' i l h l n  i r L l
. rncl  nccJct l  t r r  hr  cr1.r 'c :scr l .  l .Lr t
t h . ' r r u t h  r r u '  r o  l r .  l f l . r r ' h t n . i , . l
i n t u i r r r L i r  r r r r . l  n o L  t h r L ,  L ! l l
\ f j t \ f  f \ | ! . t  t L  l )  ( . .

' I  hc I lyrarn ishads
. \ l thLr ryh  J . r rn  .u r (1  l lL rJ . lh l . l
r c i t r L r  h . r J  u  ! r f , l 1  i n l l r l ( n ! r  t , i r  l h .
L i . ' r  t  l , r p m .  n t  , r t  I I i n . l u i . i r .  l i L r . ' r
I  I i n l L r  t . r r i h . ' r :  r c g r r l J L J  l h e n  l .
L r r L , r  t  l r r . i L r r  l i \  r { i i l n . L \ r .  l l r r r f
\ \ . r \  l L n l r l l r . r  l . f r r r , ) r  \ f r r l l  \ f a r f l
r . l . h i n q  \ \ h 1 . h  l : r .  L : r | r L r l l t t J  l . r
t L ' u i h L  r ' '  \  h , r  . , r  L  r ' ,  \  i r h i r  t h e
\  r L l i r  h r r i t . r g L ' .  b L r t  r c ' i r r p L ' . 1  t h r
I  l i r r J L r r . r r r  , r l  1 h .  l l r l r r r .  I  l r i .
t . r . h r n 1 t . r r r I , :  l ( ,  l . r  l i n ( ) 1 \ ' n . r :  l h f
I  / , ( l r i r \ l , r ,1r  r11,1 ocul .  / r l
r t r r n .  r l , , , l :  . i r  .  i . f r i r r L \ r  r h o ' .
t t h o  r e L r r r r t i  l l  \ . r l  r i L i \ !  h r s r r l .
t h L  1 r  l . r L a h . r \

l d  r a  l a .
( :har ra i  i

to n a,lE
Sh r:r
Sa:l r.r ll-92{_i l

!-L/ i l i i  L

S h a k l
hLr! !  1 .

i h e  r l -

raaE . l

aaslr
a1 r ' f  i .
l J a b a ' l

[ i a r t  ( ] ! : :
H  r , d r , :
p a l l r  i '  , ' '

h e . r  l i  I
a l

'My  ! i f e  i s , l
message.

G3ndh

, : " , i i .  :

i i ! , r '

t t ra i

i l . !

. \ lu i rLr  urrr  l l r r . lc l l r rsrr  nr l . l .  i  l rL ' 'c  l t rchcr '  \ \  !  r r  nt j l  in
i , ) n r c  r L ( : . L i n  t ( i . L l l i ( )  l ( '  I  l l n J u  r , r 1 r  L r l  i r r  p l e r r L l i r r g  l  r r h  t h t  g , r , 1 '
t h ( , L l g h l  l n J  l h c r .  \ \ u r  i n t L . r ' u , t i i , n  o r '  r i t L t . r l  ' . r . r r l r L t .  I  I r . r  r t t r ' .
l i t h  i t  

- l  
h L  l j L r L l , l h r r  l r r  l h i ) r L s h t  t l l i , r c  c o n i t l n c r l  t o  J t . r l v . r  t h t

{ i l  r \  l h f  r r r . i r r l r l i ( r n  ( r 1  1 h r  t i l l r  ! f r j u n ( l  ( , 1  l h (  L r n l v c r ' . . -  l h t  l l L r r l
n r i r r .  l l L r . i . l h i r  1 i ) r ' l h 1 i . r g r  r  c .  u n  i t r  I l r t l t r n r t n  t r l t i . h  r r r r '  f r i o r  t t r
h r : t o r r c i r l  r l r n i l c . r u t i , , n  u n L l  t h ,  r l l l  ( , l h . f  t \ r \ 1 r n . c  . \ l  l h r  s r n l r
, l / r , r  '  , r , r  , : r r n r  L  r f  h . ' r i r t r r r l l r  i r l . r l  l 1 l t t f  l h ( \  \ \ ' r r r  . ( , n ( . r n . ( i  1 , ,  . \
t i l i r J  \ \ i l h  l l  I r  . L n  r n  l h r  \ c n : r  I r l ( 1 r ,  1 h ' '  n r r l L r f (  o l  h L r r : r i i n  i , r n
r , i  r n  l l r r L , l L L r c  i l n . l  r i r r r l l l  l l \ \  : , . i ( ' u \ r l r \ \  I I r r \  . r n r r  l o  l l r r

! . l t l uha ,  o l l h i s  be  su re :  ,A t t hehea r to f t h i s  ' TheSe l f  i sa l l -

$T."niJ&i3y:,[".* on;iiill1lil,:"'o' *'l?t':fi:

$iJi3J:[J"";';.*"" "T,lgiis,'n?-"' llo'ii',',"il$T"ni" ",,
$Iiil,L,"il"nnn" Sl:lX"o'Jlg"i.ifl; r,e,Jil,I;

ftiiil*l':;lg ilil€LiSi''"n'n" ""Ji?'ii"ili""'i"n*n

:rii::l';""y.1lrd,n" iii?3"'fi ffj,1T",n",. o,'E,,j,i,lly'n".,,u0"'qasavaa 
6 lo . ) ) are riches. 

Ij;{""i:r}i,:0""" 
''

Hffi

'Thou art the Eternal
among eternals,

the consciousness
w i th i n  a l l  m inds ,

t he  Un i l y  i n
diversity,

lhe end ot al l
dos i r i no .
Unders-tanding and
experience of Thee

d i sso l vs  a l l
l im i t a l i ons . '

Fro'n the Shrvata.shl i t lal"
UpanrshaoTf.  f  .1 /crs= Ll  l l  L"  ,5n r  -

I  
' o -  ' -  v
uoanlsnac

].



The large Hindu temples are
breathtaki ng bu ild ings. Th i s gate-
tower or gopwam leads inta the
temple af Minakshi at Madura,
Minakshi is a consoft af the god
Shiva.

conclusion that what was basic to
the individual self (atman) was
none olher than the Reality
which undergirded the cosmos.

Like rhe Jains and the Budd-
hists they were conceroed to
overcome the fundamental sense
of anxiery and frustratioo which
marks human exisrence. They
also recognized the sense of fltl.x
and impermanence in life. But
rhey looked for the essence of
permanence not only outside

man, but also within. Their way
to salvadon was that of know-
ledge or spiritual insight.

Like rhe manuals of the
priests, each Upanishad Is at-
tached to one of the four Vedic
hymn-collections. They are
speculative treatises which draw
upon parable to communicate
their view of reality. Every book
on Hindu religion quores the
story of Svetaketu ir rhe Chan-
daya Upanishad. He is asked ro
split offthe fruir from rhe banyan
tree and rhen continue to subdi-
vide ir umil he can see norhing ar
all. His father reminds him that
nothing comes from nothing and
that even within the infinitesi-

mally small  rhere is sr i l l  prese"-
th€ power whrch pervades ;iq
whole Unrverse ancl rs the basis',i",
au exrstence.

'Have faith! '  he is told. .Th"..

rh€. . spirir-brearh (B"ii:jjl
wnrcn lres at tne root oi all exir;,
ence. ano tnat ls Wnat v^,!  --
too. Svelaketul' 'Th"r i. ;fi::
you are expresses lne unilv ^;
rhe human self (or soul) wirh rt :
ult imate Realiry..He is rold, 1l i"
to see tne-lmposslOlllty ot extract-
lng salt  trom water ln a sal ine
solutron. lt Penetrates the \r hoh.
ln tne same wayr. ne rs assurecl
that the realrty wltnln the human
self ,  \alman) is Reali ty 1661i
(branman).

Radhakrishnan has stressed
rhe sub,ective and the objecrive
sides in the Upanishads. Svetas-
vatara (one of the speakers), he
says, 'saw the truth owing to ,?i
pouer of conternplalioz and the
grace of God.' It follows, there-
fore, lhat the truths are ro be
verified nor only by logical rcason
but also by personal experience.

Alrhough the Upanishads are
speaking ofthe ultimate there is a
great deal of personalized lan-
guage which could later be
brought into devotion (brdftlt'We 

are told that 'Bmhman dwells
within all and ourside all-
unborn, pure, greater than the
greatest, without breath) wthout
mind' and yet Brahman is'ev€r
present in the hearts of all-tne
refuge of all and their supreme
goal ' .  ' ln Brahman exist5 al l  lhal
moves and brearhes.' Brahman n
seen as 'the adorable one' To
'know' Brahman i" ,o find ona t

being within Brahman.

Age of the epics
The oeriod from 300 Bc to AD .tw.
was irucial for the emergence oI

what we mav call classical Hlt;
duism. Alth6ueh Buddhism ano

Iainism reachld their widest
growth within India during lnD

time, i t  was also the period $no'
Vedamic 'orthodoxv' was u'

veloping. SxardJ wire written
These were for the most Par'

of aphorisms which
to highlight the teaching

Vedts ^nd Uqanishads.

ro one of the gods)

it, "u"n 
rnot" signifirantlY

ie furure ol popular rellglon.
WaS the lrme v'lnen ,naRtr

rhough under attack, is still
largely inracr. It is the story of
intrigue in which Rama is ousted
from the rhrone and his faithful
wife Sira abducted and taken off
ro Sri Lanka. The monkey-god,
Hanuman, the symbol of loyal
service and ingenuity, assists in
the rescue of Sita by esrablishing
a monkey-bridge from the main-
land of India to Sri Lanka. Rama
is the persooification of dght-
eousness and is looked upon as
one of the ten incarnations (4?)-
ardrs) of Vishnu. The notion
grew up thar rhe gods send one
aoatar for each age. (This same
notion of a series ofages or aeons
and the appearance of a saviour-
figure in each age is also present
in Buddhist thought.)

In popular Hinduism the
Rama story is not only heard
from earliest childhood, but be-
comes rhe basis for everyday life.
Rama will be invoked at the start
of any undertaking and thanked
on its successful completion. His
exploits become an example to

follow and an encouragement to
upright behaviour. His name will
be used to console the aged and
chanted by rhe assembled mour-
ners, as the bodies ofthe dead are
taken away for cremation.

Sita, too, becomes the model
of the faithful wife who is so
identified with her husband that,
at oDe time, she would even
ascend his funeral pyre and be
cremated with him. Sita is
praised for the virtues of piety,
loyalty and unassuming courtesy.
'Song of the Lord':
Bhagavad Gita
The Mahabharata story is set
towards the end of the third age.
And the civil war ofwhich it tells
ushers in the fourrh age, the era
of final disintegration and un-

It has been said that the ane
unilying theme in the diversity of
Hinduism isthe hanour paid ta
cows. Why they are considered
sacred is not known. Butthey are
permitted to go anywhere and eat
anything.

elements in the tradition.
of lhe YeAri were
by the older gods

with them. For ex-
Rudra, the powerful one
Vedic hymns, was iden-

wirh Shiva, the 'dancing

whose figurines ale among
ill the Indus Valley

religion, so that what was
part and parcel of relig-
the grass roots received

There was also a wider
of Aryan and non-

and story
also rhe dme for writing
s of the past. \What had

and been circulat ing
legends came to be re-

as the best statement of
view of the world.

there may be some his-
allusions to events long

the epics point rarher to the
tnial struggle between good
evil, cosmos and chaos in

affai$. They provide the
thar order will prevail

there is a way through
;s of doubt and puzzle-

basic rhesis of both the
(which has 24,000

) and rhe Mahabharata
couplets) is that history is
into rycles. Ar the begin-

ighteousness and order
) narks the wolld. But

through four ages, sran-
deteriorate unril rhe gods
to destroy the world and

r-it afresh. The poems in-
the need to discover mean-

purpose. even during the
ot drsorder.

loving husband and
|lul wife: Ramavana
Ratnqana is pla6ed wirhin
second age, when order,



dghteousDess. Two sets of
cousins claim to be the righrful
rulers. The five Pandola brothers
prevail in the end, but only after
a bitter and lengthy conflicr.

The reaction of the five
brothers is crucial to the story.
The eldest, Yudhishthira, 6nds
war distasteful and wishes to opt
out of the conflict. He looks in
the direction of ascetic medita-
tion. Attenrion frnally rests on the
thild brother, Arluna, who
shales his brother's distaste for
war, but shows great ability as a
general.

The high point of the lengthy
epic is the section entitled
Bhageoad Gita ('Song of the
Lord'), where Arjuna is hesitat-
ing about entering the battle
against his kith and kin. He is
engaged in dialogue wirh his
charioteer, who is none other
than K shna, the eighth incama-
tion of Vishnu.'fhe Bhagaoad Gita has some-

fhis modern caNing showsthe age-
old Hindu theme of the'wheelof
life'. The doctrine of samsarc
teaches that afterdeath the soul
moves to a new body.

times been called 'the bible of
Hinduism' because of its popular
appeal. There have been more
commentaries written on it than
on any other Indian wdting. The
story tells how Arjuna is finally
persuaded by Krishna ro issue
the order for battle against the
Kuru family. Krishna argues that
death does not destroy the soul
and that a man must fulfil his
duty in accordance with his class.
To perform o[e's duty does Dot
involve guilt, if ir is done in a
spirit of derachmenr. Ktishu
points out that knowledge, work
and devotion are all paths to
salvation. Through devotion to
himself (in whom the impersonal
Brahman becomes a perconal,
loving god), Arjuna can be freed

__----...-

flomllis doubts and artachmeh,^
I he Utla stresses that salvari^l ' i .
available ro all:. class airtn.,i',ill
ale not a barrler but a WaV-:i
securlng salvanon.

The Krishna cycle
There is a further cycle of slori-^
about Krishna, which are w;jli-"
circulated. The mosr impej,'i{
is the Bhagaoata Pr.,ro'ra. ii'j
stories begin wirh him as a or;"ll
of the tribe of rhe Yadavai, 1ni
rnere areJntraculolts storles of his
orrrn ano.lnrancy. ln oevodonal
an-rorms.ne ls ollen-portrayed as
a plump DaDy rul l  or vl lalrty.

. . Dur.ing his yourh he fled-fro11
nls _rvlCKeO COUSIn Kamsa and
Owelt among the cowherds nf
Vrindaban. The stories rell of his
skill as a flure-player and rhe
pranks he played upon the wives
and daughrers of rhe cowherds.
outdoing Don Juan in his ways oi
seduction. The suggestion is rhat
he is father, friend and elder
brother to his worshippers-but
also lover and husband. The
sexual imagery of union with
Krishna is symbolic of the inti-
macy of the worshipper with
God, which is a feature of lhe
Diciri emphasis in Hinduism.
The Krishna sto es are not in-
tended to be taken literally as
something ro emulare!

The sacred cow
The fact that Krishna is corn-
monly portrayed as the cowherd
is also significant, for it brlngs
Krishna-worship into the co exl
of the ancient culr ofthe molher'
soddess. The cow is the livinE-
Jymbol of Mother Earth and ol
the bountv she bestows uPqn
mankind. Feedine the cow is n
irself an act of woishiD. Even th€
cow's urine iS s€en_as satred'
beins used. for examDle, in Purr
ficari-on rites bv those who havj
broken caste iuboo. (Althougo
some Hindus eat meat, the ma-
iorirv are veqetarian, for rever-
ince for the c-ow is also a symbor
of reverence for all animals.)

proaches to Truth:
Great Interpreters

Hammer

rradition ended with
and the emerg-

the notion of the identity
dividual self (atzar) with

.ute (Brahman). The
was ro see the identity
individual with every

and so to postu-
there is only one reality.

of existence
monism. It is the basis of

philosophy and it
the main philosophical

wirhin Hinduism,
with a great variety of

variety was partly due to
to sysrematize Hindu

t--done frrst during rhe
of the epics, when Hindu-
L its classical form was

of appeasing the gods and ac-
cumulating melit to acquire
heavenly joy. There was also
rcasonirg (shanklrya) which stres-
sed rhe rwo entities of sDirit and
matte!. Matter is rrithoui feeling,
but spirit acts upon it and brings
aboul evolution within matter. It
is also seen as responsible for
human experience and misery.
The yogic philosophy followed
shanklrya, but had a place for
Ishvara as the supreme, omnis-
cient, ever-existing teacher.

Much of the philosophical de-
velopment had parallels with the
earlier schools of Buddhist
thought, but there was one fun-
damental difference. Buddhism
rejected rhe notion of a continu-
ing self and saw ever)'thing as
subiect to flux. But all Hindu
thought presupposes the perma-
nence of the selt khe ahan).

The three great interpreters of
Vedanta werc Shankara (about
AD 788-820), Ramanuja (died ao
ll3l and Madhva (about ap
1t97-t276).

Shankara
Shankara wrote commentades on
the Brohma Srtra and the
Bhagaad Gita, and also pro-
duced spiritual treatises and
hymns (for he was a worshipper
of Shiva). He was responsible for
a revival of Hindu thought, over
and against Buddhism, alrhough

he owes a debt to rhe Buddhist
concept that nothing has sub-
stance, all being void. The mystic
appreciates this and so is set free
from a world which is mere il-
lusion. Nothing can be said about
reality; what is needed is mystical
insight. He therefore postulated
two levels of truth. At the lower
level of appreciation of the truth,
every.rhing is provisional and
transitory. But much of life is
lived ar rhis level.

For Shankara the world is seen
as illusion (rzoyo). Even the idea
of each of us as a separate self is
also regarded as illusory. The
truth, however, is that there is
only one being-the 'Brahman

atman reality' , which involves
not simply my atxdn, but rhat of
othe$ as well. He sought to es-
tablish a link with the Yedat,
where God is seen as the wielder
of mzya. But this, in turn, laises
the question of whether God is
himself an illusion and the
creator of an illusory world. It is
here that Shankara accepts being
itself as his ultimate. The world
may seem to be vividly real but,
frorn the standpoint ofthe high€r
level oftruth, it is then seen to be
illusory.

Ramanuia
Ramanuja came from a back-
ground with a strong tendeDcy

ts classical form was
. A numbet of Julas

of aphorisms)
but they were often too
e intelligible and so a

' was needed. The
of commentaries led

one hand to a tradition of
and otl the other

variants in inlerpreta-
Brahma Sutra (belorg-

the sixrh century AD)
to sum up the teaching
came to be known as the

Sutta.
with Vedanta rtas a

which gave pride of place
Iuie. ft stressed those
of the Yeda which spoke



Thc 6/rait i  movcment had
becn sccn es r lhrcat Io lJrahmin
orthodo\v. brsed on thc l lda.
but Rarnanuja sougirt  to crcate a
bridgc bcnlcen lhe t\ro. 10 bring
i ldAli  \ \ i thin thc classical Hindu
tradit ion. Hc bcgan bl acccpting
thc authori l l  oI the l i r l r-r and
lhe inspirat ion ol thc l l lagrn,orl
( i i l . r  and \\ ' rote c0mment!r ies oD
both the l l rrr l ,rra .SuIrd rnd the
(; i /?. Hc sa\\ '  the cosnos i ls
( i od ' s  bod l .  bu r .  j us r  as  l hc  sc l f
l  nsccnds thc bodY. so ( lod
trsnscends Ihe melerir l  mani

Iestat ion. ' Ihc rr1)r ld iuncrions in
dcpcndence on thc pLrrposcs oi
( iod. So /rorlra. too. has to be
undcrstood i ts the exprcssion oI
( iod's rr i l l .

Ramrnuja interprcted the
'thoLl err rhat- in the l . ' r ldr slads
as mcrninS nol rhat the indi l id-
ual sclf  is idcntical !r i th God. but
that ( lod is thc rcal in'rvi thin thc
sel l .  So hc rcjccls Shrnkare's
threat to thc rcl igion of srrrshrp
and deYolion rnd his assumplion
rhat sahlr l ion comcs from \r i thin.
Selvation. dcl iverancc. for
Ramanuja is a gi l i  l iom abolc.

Madhva
)ladhr'a Fas influen.L,l 1...
. J r in  bu l i c l  in  the  t i r r  ,  . l  l J -
I \ \ ' e a n  \ '  ' u l \  J n J  l r  1 , , . " t
m r r r l r  I I (  t h c L ( 1 , ' r r  . r  , ,  

' r r {

I r ! u l J r r \  r n L l  p l u r . i l '  ,  l l ,  i : l
I u L J r c \  l h c c r , t s t . n t r ,  I  . i '
, , t  J t t n b u r c \  t h . r l  n , j  I  h . : : , 1
t , ,u lL l  n qqcs:  In thr  . ,  1,  , ]  t

e : . h  r n J r v r d u r l , r '  t l r  r  l ; ; "
c \ c r Y  i r I n c r .  J n d  n i r  ! !  I  L ! ! \ : ; i
/?r) l r l ld  a i ln C|L ' r  Oa I l lL  |  [ '
n l r l n \  t h . r I  e - r . h  s , , L L  : ,  i j , :
\ r ' n r r l n l n l  \ \ r t n r n  I  r h  i
\ , ,n tuh , , r r  , r r  , , t t r ' - r . l . r .  ,  , ,  . r ' , i l

The Hindu Gods

?fi

nhrrc In h( l \ \ ' r (n l l t  l '  \ t !n. . ' r '

i h .  l i t .  I , ' r . .  \ \ i r h i n  n ' r t t r r (  i n r

1 l t  \ ' . , / u  h r r l .  h i n r  J \  t h L -  " n L
\ \ ' h u  r e \ t ' r r ( \  l r t e  t "  ' r l l  b c t n ! ' ,
'Thc al l  is  rcborn througi l  \ 'ou '

C h i e f  o f  t h c  ! L J r !  ! i r \ ' r \  r \

V a r u n a  r r h , '  i s  t h e  P r e s e r t c t  I t

the cosf i ic  ord! ' r '  He is  dcscrt r 'c t t

. r s . l , ' r h c d  i n  r  g L t l L l u n  n r ' l n r l ! - J n u

r\  , , t t rn J\ \u! iJrcJ $i lh 1 l1tr ra

( t h e  I l r t h r - r  t ' t  P r l \ i r t n  l c l r g r ( ' n -

r h e  d r t N  I n  , \ l i t h t  a t s m

T h t r ;  a r ( .  u t  i ' r u l s r .  ' r  n t l n r n ' r

, , i  othrr  g, 'ds an! l  g" !dr \<cs-

5 \  n l b , \ l i z i n g  l h E  \ 0 n  I n c  m r r i L L

.rnJ the sr l rs- . ls  \ \ ' ( l l  r -  Dyaus-

p i t r .  l h e  
' h c a v c l l  i r r h e r '  l L L p l l ' ' r

Thq gods ol lhe Vedic period

AGNI
The i leJorce of nature.
The god otf lre and
sacr flce.

IT{DRA
The sky god and god ol
war.

Th€ laler gods

VARUNA
The Lrpholder of the
cosmic order with power
io punrsh and reward

BRAHTTIA-THE
CREATOR
The lord ol a creatures
He s above and beyond
woash p. and there are
hardly any temp es
ded cated to h m

SARASVATI
Consort ol Brahma. The
goddess of knowledge
learning and truth.

VISHNU_THE
PRESERVER
The control er of human
fale. He draws nearto
mankrnd in ten
ncarnations (ayatals). He
rs general ly k ndly.

LAKSHIItI
Wfeof V shnu. The
goddess oi fodune and
oeaLrry.

Thelen avalarg otVishnu

SHIVA_THE
DESTROYER
The source ot both good
and evi l .  The destroyer ol
rfe and alsotheonewho
re'creates ne\d ile.

KALI/DURGA
Consort of Shiva. The
great mother' .  She s the
symbol of judgement and
0ealn.

t. ATSYA
The flsh. He appeared at
the time of the great
flood 1o warn mankrnd.

2. KURTIIA
The tortoise. He rescued
keasures irom the flood.

I,VARAHA
The boar. He raised the
earth trorn the flood.

1, NARA-SIilIHA
The man-l lon. He
deleated eviJ demons.

5. VAitAt{A
The dwarf. He defeaied
ev ldemons.

6. PARUSHA.RAIIA'Rama wlth an axe'.  He
destroyed the members
of the Kshatriya warrior'
caste who threatened to
dominate the world.

?. RAiIA.CHAI{DRA
The hero ol the
Ramayanaepic. He was
a noble hero who
combatted the ev I in the
world. He is the epitome
or vtrILle.

8. KRISHNA
As we las being an
avatarol Vishnu, Kr shna
i sagod  i n  h i sown  r i gh t ,
the most popular of al
thegods. He is alsothe
hero of many myths,
dep cted as a lover, a
warrlor and a krng

9. BUDDHA
The enl ghien-"a r ' ,  '
The n nth aval,rr '
Gautama the LJLrir i ,  " .r
founder of BucL:11 5'r '

,I O. KALKI
The tenth aval t f  t  ' "
come.

6"rpt"of Hinduism
iaJrnond 

IIa6-tt

tn rhe Vtdir IhL' ul l inlate-t ' l  r i :r5rr

iuie is Br,,hmrn. dslvrnq 'r l l

rtemp! at dennrl()n

The Absolute
Brahman is neutrt l  rncl lmper

sonal-the origin. rhc causc itno

ihebasis ofaLI cr i lsiel lcc ln lr  are

to be found:
Opure being (rdl l ;
a pure intel l igence (.r |  ) l
Opure dcl ighl tr lr .r ,rJ./  I

Brahman is lhL Ll l l l inr{\ 'Jolc
orle. But the oi l \ ' \ \ i r !  he can be
considered is in lcrms ol r Pcr-
soDal deit\'. So il \fas natural for
the lndians tr) scc lhc seleral
Ntr ibutcs or f i lnct ions of divinrlv
manifested in x n1ul l iPl ici l \  ol
forms. ln rhc \rcdic hlmns god rs
not ful lv scen in humrn tcrms
The eod. o.e rhe mirnifcslations
of naiure or cosmic iirrces. l_he
divine namcs mav be cotLntless.
but rhev are all r.urderstood as
exprcssions of Brahman. For. al-
though ir mav havc l imit less
lorms, i i  is st i l l  regardcd irs one ln
essence,

. So Hinduism is nol lroublcd
bY rhe facr rhar each l i lhgc mr\ '
have its oq,n divinity or di
vinities Thc nultiplicil! is nd
seen as polvtheism, since Brah-
Inan is One. 

' l  
hc gods are simpl!

waYs of approaching lhc ul l i -
nate.

The Vedic gods
Indra is the god mos! Ircqueoll l
inr,. , i . rJ rn lhc l iJ.r Jnd mrn\-

\ t u r r ( \  - i r c  r , r l d  " I  h i s  d ru t i s  L r t

pr,,rres.. \ \ ' i th hrr thunJerbr. ' l t  hc

irrr . .rhlu t , ,  \uPf\re\\  th< ur 'rgnn-

rhrt sought Io stenr lhe ilo\r ol

thc \\ ' i1ters. FIc aPPears as con-

ouclor of lhe sun. leLcaslng l tom

tire sun's grasP the lmPrlsoneo
da\'ns. He is depictcd eslr ldc an

elcphanr, bcic$el ied and wlt l l  l l

k i nq l r  t u rh rn  u r  l l 3 r J .  I hunds r
bol i  in hrrn. l  Lrk( tbc 'rrhcr

di! ini I ies. hc has his l imale parr-

ner, Indrani or Saci ,  -
Aeni r\  rh( god 'r l  hrc ani l

sacrilice-the onc \\'ho unltes

carlh. heaven and the almos

s"r ' , ioioi l  e i .eatire c!.  St '" ' :

I
)
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