
Curente teologice, filosofice și relații sociale în 
NT, în contextul Imperiului Roman

NT în contextul cultural al primelor 3-4 secole

ITBB, anul universitar 2025 – 2026
Conţinuturi

Curs Metode de predare: prelegeri, 
discuții, material, prezentări

Observaţii

A. Introducere: cultură elenistă în NT. Dialog i influen e reciproce.ș ț  Relevan ăț  
lucrarea cu familiile i cu tinerii – dinamica socială i teologiaș ș

Influențe reciproce, fenomene comune, context general. Fenomene concurente în timpul scrierii NT și a 
deciderii canonului NT: 1. atticismul ca reîntoarcere la o cultură elenistă pură, 2. dezvoltarea culturii și 
literaturii latine și traducerea Vulgata, 3. scrierea Talmudului ca alternativă la interpretarea VT în NT, 4. 
dezvoltarea legendelor de taumaturgi moderni (Apollonius din Tyana), 5. interacția cu gnosticismul și 
delimitarea de el, 6. interacția cu religiile misterelor grecești și iranieni și delimitarea de ele (Mithra, Bachus, 
misterele din Eleusis), 7. sintezele neoplatoniste, 8. definirea crezului creștin și a canonului (Niceea, 
Chalcedon, erezia lui Arius, Constantin cel Mare și medierea neînțelegerilor teologice în creștinism).

În lumea elenistă, aria culturală influențată de Alexandru Macedon și cuceririle sale, limba de comunicare 
era greaca zisă comună (koine). Romanii o acceptau și ei,  limba latină era de abia la începuturile culturii sale 
ridicate.

Ca fenomen lingvistic asociat în Grecia și Alexandria se dezvoltă atticismul. Între timp în Roma se dezvoltă 
literatura romană, de limbă latină, care începe să prospere în același timp cu scrierea NT și dezvoltarea 
creștinismului. 

În același timp, se dezvoltă și literatura talmudică, în contrast cu reinterpretările iudaismului și ale VT, 
promovate de Biserică.

Curentele filosofice din timpul NT. 
Etapele filosofiei grecești. Curente grecești filosofice. Platonism, stoicism, epicureism, cinicism, neoplatonism. 

Diferențe culturale esențiale: greci și barbari, romani și greci, bărbați și femei, sclavi și liberi și stăpâni de sclavi. 
Internaționalismul roman și centralizarea vieții religioase la Roma sub conducerea lui Cezar pontifex.

Sociale – politice: creștinii și familia antică, creștinii și statul (imperiul), creștinii și sclavagismul, creștinii și 
teatrul (cultura), creștinii și știința, creștinii și identitatea de gen,

În ciuda persecuțiilor, creștinismul s-a răspândit foarte rapid. În primele trei secole creștinii au ajuns să 



reprezinte aproximativ 15% din imperiul roman. 

Interacțiuni culturale: gnosticismul,  religiile misterelor. Sinteze neoplatoniciste: arianism, origenism, școala 
de la Alexandria și trinitarianismul. Creștinismul și practicile magice și medicale. 

Bibliografie orientativa

Philostratus, Apollonius din Tyana, (TA EK TON TYANEA APOLLWNION, F.C. Conybeare, Loeb Classical Library,1969) © by 
Iași: Polirom, 1997, 8-14.

Johnson, Among the Gentiles Greco-Roman Religion and Christianity

F.W. Groves Campbell, Apollonius of Tyana a study of his life and times

B. Mimesis – conceptul de imitatie in secolul 1 i în Noul Testament (Drake ș
Williams, III) 

C. De la mimesis în NT, istorici, Platon i Aristotel, la Neoplatonisn i Niceeaș ș

Neoplatonism i Crezul de la Niceeaș

Mimesis în filosofie, istorie, literatura

Neoplatonism si crestinism - influente si contradictii

D. Cre tinismul  i religiile vremii: speran a mesianicăș ș ț

Curs 4. Creștinismul și speranțele mesianice: creștinii și iudaismul redefinit. 
Mesianismul grec. Mesianism imperial roman.

Curs. 5. Viața politică la curtea lui Irod, în Ierusalimul ocupat de romani.

Curs 4-5 (D): Mesianism i via ă politicăș ț

Puig, Partide politice în Ierusalim

O explorare exegetică a expresiei „dupa randuiala lui Melchisedec”, articol publicat in 
Jurnal Teologic, al ITBB.

http://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/Among%20the%20Gentiles%20Greco-Roman%20Religion%20and%20Christianity%20-%20Johnson.pdf
https://www.obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/ntc-obs/katathntaxin.pdf
https://www.obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/ntc-obs/katathntaxin.pdf
https://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/social/puig_partide-in-ierusalim.pdf
https://www.obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/nt-obs/curs-D-mesia-politici.pdf
http://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/philos/Marius%20Ionascu,%20Crestinism%20si%20neoplatonism%20-%20influente%20si%20contradictii.pdf
http://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/philos/despre%20mimesis%20in%20filozofie,%20literatura%20si%20istorie.pdf
http://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/philos/Nicaea-1700%20de%20ani-OB-MA.pdf
http://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/Apollonius%20of%20Tyana%20a%20study%20of%20his%20life%20and%20times%20(F.W.%20Groves%20Campbell).pdf


E. Cre tinismul i via a socială în mperiul romanș ș ț

6. Creştinismul şi ideologia imperială romană. Identitate socială și politică 

Rolul creștinului în Imperiu, relația sa cu politica.

7. Creştinismul şi serviciul public administrativ şi militar. Identitate socială

Serviciul social activ în administrație și armată.

8. Creştinismul şi concepţiile despre familie. Identitate socială

Familia, modelele ei antice, noua generație și vechile generații.

9. Creştinismul şi instituţia sclaviei. Identitate socială
cum ne raportăm la muncă și la instituția sclaviei. Justiția socială și munca.

Bibliografie sugerata: Resurse viata sociala in timpul NT
Suport curs: NT si contextul sau social

G. Cre tinismul, artele, medicina, cultura tehnicăș

10. Creștinismul și arhitectura

Creștinii dezvoltă arhitectura pornind de la schema sinagogilor și a școlilor, a primăriilor 
romane (basilica). Biserica – sală. Apoi, apar elemente de teologie arhitecturală și de 
construcție (grandioasă, fortificată, funcțională: altar, navă, iconostas etc.).

            Early Christian Architecture, OB, Arhitectura Biserici, Christian Architecture

           Rae, Architecture and Christian Theology

11. Creştinismul şi medicina.

Creștinii accentuau ideea vindecării divine. Deși mulți evrei sunt astăzi medici, în VT terapia 
și operatiile erau mai dezvoltate decât la evrei. În VT găsim puține tehnici medicale (regim, 
turte, pansamente, fructe, placinte etc.).  În NT, îl găsim pe Luca, medicul grec devenit creștin 
și care observă multe boli vindecate de Isus și dă multe diagnostice corecte, pe Pavel care dă 
unele recomandări de regim în caz de probleme cu stomacul, etc. În primele patru secole, prin 
interacție cu medicina greco-romană și egipteană, și în creștinism se va dezvolta medicina. 
Creștinismul pur și simplu preia, nici nu contestă, nici nu recomandă, ci ține cont mereu de 
credință și de intervenția divină. Se observă că în creștinism apare ingrijrea bolnavului ca 
formă de misiune și de îndurare, de binefacere. Este interesantă interacțiunea cu medicii 
păgâni, de exemplu, cu Galenus, care avea de făcut reproșuri creștinilor, dar aprecia și 
calitățile îngrijirii lor medicale față de cei în suferință.

https://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/Architecture-and-xtian%20theology.pdf
https://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/arts/Christian_Architecture_History.pdf
https://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/arts/arhitectura-biserici.pdf
https://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/arts/Early-Christian-Architecture.pdf
https://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/social/nt-social%20context.pdf
https://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/sclavia-si-nt.html


             Galenus si doctorii crestini, Ferngren, Christian medicine,

             Pattengale, Physicians

 12. Creştinismul şi artele. 

Cuvântul cheie este reprezentare. Arta reprezintă și simbolizează. Dezbaterea este daca poți 
reprezenta creatia sau și pe Creator. Creștinismul a interacționat cu arta și simbolurile pre-
creștine, care însă, prezentau capcane. Hercule, Zeus, Hera, Iștar și Osiris etc. Conflictul intre 
Eikonodouloi și Eikonoklastoi. Intruparea lui Hristos și permisiunea reprezentării artistice a 
lui Dumnezeu. Femeia reprezentativa (Apoc.12), Mirele și Mireasa, Capul și Trupul, Crucea, 
Mormântul, etc.

              K. Hettinga, Christian Art (PhD), Istodor, Arta si Icoana, 

             Inman, Modele pagane, Milton, Eikonoklastes

Recapitulare. Concluzii. Perspective finale

Examinare: Subiecte examinare MA-ITBB, NT-Cultura, iunie 2026

Coroborarea conținuturilor disciplinei cu așteptările reprezentanţilor comunităţii epistemice, asociaţiilor  
profesionale şi angajatori reprezentativi din domeniul aferent programului

 Lucrările de tip eseu ştiinţific, studiile de caz şi ale lucrările practice se efectuează conform 
metodologiei proprii ştiinţelor teologice, filozofice şi social – istorice.

Evaluare
Tip activitate 10.1 Tip de evaluare 10.2 Metode de evaluare 10.3 Pondere 

din nota 
finală

Curs Evaluare finală Exameninare prin eseu lung 80%

Seminar/laborator Evaluare pe parcurs Verificarea prezenţei şi a implicării în 
activităţile de seminar semestriale

20%

Standard minim de performanţă:
Lucrare / eseu: De ex.: Cunoașterea interacțiuni culturale și sociale în NT (evanghelii, epistole, 
apocalipsa), 2000 cuvinte

https://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/arts/xtian-physicians-and-romans.pdf
https://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntc-eseu.html
https://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/arts/milton-eikonoklastes-mediu.pdf
https://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/arts/inman-ancientpaganmodel.pdf
https://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/arts/Istodor-The-Icon-Art.pdf
https://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/arts/Hettinga_Christian_Art.pdf
https://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/arts/Ferngren%20xty%20-%20medicine%20book.pdf
https://obinfonet.ro/docs/nt-cultura/ntcma-res/arts/Ferngren%20galen%20and%20xtian%20doctors.pdf


Lectură: O. Baban, De la Isus la evanghelii și la Faptele Apostolilor, Bucureşti: Ed. Universitară, 2009

         Data completării                                       Semnătura titularului de curs
                                                                                                 

         15.11.2024                                       ..................................................................

                                                                         Semnătura titularului de seminar
                                                                                                  

                                                                                  ...............................................……………….. 
  

        Data avizării în departament           Semnătura directorului de departament

                                                  

Bibliografie

A history of early Christianity from a religious studies perspective, with focuses on theory 
and definition, framing early Christian history as culture and memory making, as well  as 
dealing with the reception history of early Christianity in contemporary cultural production. 
Lössl covers the diversity of trajectories that made up early Christianity as well as the way 
Christian identities were produced.
Surveys  the  growth  of  Christianity  in  Rome  from  Jewish  sect  to  predominantly  Gentile 
Christian community, the development of authority structures such as the papacy, schisms 
and diversity, gradual predominance of Rome, and the eventual patronage of Constantine in 
the making of a Christian empire. Highlights how various trajectories of Christian formation 
intersected in the course of the first three centuries. 

Frend, W. H. C. The Early Church. Minneapolis, Minn.: Fortress Press, 1982 [1965].
The history of the Roman Empire forms the framework for the history of Christianity. Part 
one  covers  early  Judaism,  and  then  follows  early  Christianity  from  the  apostolic  period 
through  the  main  second  century  schisms  and  main  Christian  centers  to  the  great 
persecutions,  leading up to Nicaea. Part two covers the Constantinian revolution and the 
Christianization of the Empire up to the Council of Chalcedon, with some emphasis on main 
figures like Origen and Augustine.

Frend, W. H. C. The Rise of Christianity. Philadelphia, Pa.: Fortress Press, 1984.

Foreign language overviews

The volumes by Fischer, Tröger, Haendler, and Winkelmann in the German series Kirchengeschichte 
in  Einzeldarstellungen  (some  volumes  are  out  of  print)  are  more  traditional  histories  of  early  
Christianity,  but  taken  together,  very  comprehensive  in  their  treatment  of  the  history  of 
Christianity in the formative centuries (although the literature lists are somewhat dated). A very 
recent introduction to early Christian history is the work of Koch (in German as well) which focuses  
on the religious and political context of early Christianity from the Jesus movement to the sub-
apostolic era.

Koch, Dietrich-Alex. Geschichte des Urchristentums. Ein Lehrbuch. Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 
2013



Extensive presentation of the social, cultural, and religious context of the Roman Empire in  
the  second  century,  and  the  place  of  Judaism  with  the  Empire.  Tröger  describes  the 
expansion of Christianity into its main centers as well as the development of diversity in 
Christianity as well as the first creeds. It closes with a section on the organization of Christian 
communities  and the problems of  persecution and internal  strife  or  the  development  of 
heresies.

Christendom and late Antiquity

Theory and method

Encyclopedias

Surveys of scholarship

Temporini, Hildegard, Wolfgang Haase, eds. Aufstieg und Niedergang der römischen Welt (ANRW) / 
Rise and Decline of the Roman World. Geschichte und Kultur Roms im Spiegel der neueren 
Forschung. Berlin; New York, N.Y.: de Gruyter, 1972— 
Available  online:  http://www.degruyter.com/view/serial/  16624?rskey= 
4Ux3b6&result=1&q=aufstieg%20und%20niedergang.  Up-to-date,  searchable online contents 
pages have been prepared by the Institute for the Classical Tradition, Boston University, and 
can  be  found  at  http://www.bu.edu/ict/anrw/pub/index.html.  Many  articles  deal  with 
specific early Christian literary works. However, of special relevance here are those essays 
that cover the relationship of  early Christianity with the Roman Empire and the Graeco-
Roman religious context (volumes 23.1; 23.2); formation of early Christian literary corpuses 
(volume 26.1); intersections with Graeco-Roman philosophy (volume 26.1); developments of 
social  formations,  organization,  and  authority  structures  (volume  26.2);  and  aspects  of 
Jewish-Christian relations (volume 26.3).

Religio-historical context of early Christianity 

Early Christianity and Graeco-Roman Religions and Philosophy 

The general religious context of early Christianity 

Introduces  the  study  by  reference  to  theoretical  issues  relating  to  religio-historical 
scholarship.  Discusses  Graeco-Roman  religions  from  the  perspective  of  private  cults, 
mysteries,  divinized  humans  and  ruler  cults,  popular  religiosity,  philosophy  as  life 
orientation, and Gnosticism as the search for divinization. Includes extensive literature lists 
for further reference as well as some evaluation of the comparative issues at hand.

The “Backgrounds” are the political history of the Mediterranean world from Persia to the 
Roman Empire, plus various aspects of Roman social and cultural life. Then follows ancient 
Greek and Roman religion,  personal  and civic  cults,  mysteries  and oriental  cults,  various 
forms of Gnosticism, and Hellenistic-Roman philosophies. The last sections are devoted to 
Judaism and Christianity, showing their diversity and developments over time. 

http://www.bu.edu/ict/anrw/pub/index.html
http://www.degruyter.com/


Early Christianity and Graeco-Roman philosophies

Downing describes Cynicism as a philosophy in the context of the Roman Empire with a  
social  description of the classes of  adherents of  Cynic philosophy.  He sketches the Cynic 
features of the earliest Jesus movement and traditions, followed by the Cynic legacy in early 
Christianity.  According  to  Downing  early  Christianity  looked  like  ‘and  was  a  variant  of 
popular and pervasive Cynicism.’

Rasimus, Tuomas, Troels Engberg-Pedersen, and Ismo Dunderberg, eds. Stoicism in Early Christianity. 
Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Academic, 2010.
Introduction describes the period 100 B.C.E. to 200 C.E. as a transitional period in ancient 
philosophy characterized by flexible relationships between the main philosophical schools 
but,  for  the  period,  with  Stoicism dominating.  Various essays  track the interrelationship 
between Stoic philosophy and early Christian writings from the canonical New Testament to 
later Christian and Gnostic literature.

Christianity and Graeco-Roman religions: comparisons and interactions

Examines the rise of the cult of the Virgin Mary as divine protectress of Constantinople and 
of the later Christian Empire in general, set in the religious context of the Mediterranean 
world. Limberis demonstrates the afterlife of traditions, myths, and images of Graeco-Roman 
female  deities  like  Demeter/Persephone,  Isis,  Hecate  and  Athena  in  the  making  of  this 
significant feature of the later stages of formative Christianity.

Benko, Stephen. The Virgin Goddess: Studies in the Pagan and Christian Roots of Mariology. Vol. 59. Studies 
in the History of Religions. Leiden; New York, N.Y.: Brill, 1993.
Traces the rise of the cult of the Virgin Mary or Mariology in early Christianity as well as how  
the cult encodes cultic traditions of female deities in the Graeco-Roman world, especially 
Caelestis,  Isis,  the Syrian Goddess,  and Cybele (plus the cult  of Dionysus as a cult  closely 
related to that of the Great Mother). 

Lane Fox, Robin.  Pagans and Christians: In the Mediterranean World from the Second Century AD to the  
Conversion of Constantine. London: Viking, 1986.
Lane  Fox  highlights  the  shared  cultural  world  in  which  Christianity  and  ‘paganism’ 
subsisted. He draws the contours of the religious world obtaining in the Mediterranean world  
as  well  as  the  rise  of  Christianity  in  the  Graeco-Roman  world  with  respect  to  the  new 
distinctive  lifestyle,  new  systems  and  technologies  of  divine  mediation,  the  effects  of 
martyrdom  and  the  construction  of  authorities  and  institutions.  Concludes  with  the 
transition to a Christian Empire.

MacMullen,  Ramsay.  Christianity  and Paganism in the Fourth to  Eighth Centuries.  New Haven, Conn.; 
London: Yale University Press, 1997.
Provides  evidence  of  the  transition  to  Christian  culture  taking  longer  than  normally 
conceived, and that many traditions and cultural customs from the ‘pagan’ Graeco-Roman 
world persisted within the newly emerged Christian world. Describes many of the practices 
that  survived  into  Christianity  as  well  as  the  complex  and  often  conflictual  process  of  
Christianising the Roman Empire.

MacMullen,  Ramsay,  and  Eugene  Lane,  eds.  Paganism  and  Christianity,  100-425  C.E.:  A  Sourcebook. 
Minneapolis, Minn.: Fortress Press, 1992.
Selected  documents  from  Christian  and  non-Christian  sources  that  illustrate  topics  and 



themes related to the complex world of lived religion and social context in the period in 
which  Christianity  originated  and  showing  the  intertwinedness  of  Christianity  in  its 
formative phases with the surrounding cultures.

Wilken, Robert Louis. The Christians as the Romans Saw Them. 2nd ed. New Haven, Conn.; London: Yale 
University Press, 2003.
Depiction of early Christianity from the perspective of learned Greek and Roman critics of  
the new religion: Pliny, Galen, Celsus, Porphyry, and the emperor Julian. In the eyes of the 
public early Christianity appeared as an association, philosophical school, burial society, as 
off-shoot from Judaism, as well as a despised ‘tribal religion’ with questionable origins and 
strange morals.

Vaage, Leif E., ed.  Religious Rivalries in the Early Roman Empire and the Rise of Christianity. Studies in 
Christianity and Judaism. Waterloo, Ont.: Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2006.
Contains essays on the urban environment of religious competition among religious groups; 
ways  of  winning  adherents;  with  a  section  on  why Christianity  became  so  successful  in  
propagating itself.

Early Judaism and Early Christianity

Of particular relevance are the articles on the various Jewish “sects”: Pharisees, Sadducees,  
Essenes,  Samaritans,  baptist  sects,  the  “trouble  makers”  (inter  alia  on  the  earliest  Jesus 
followers), Jesus, Paul, and Jewish Christianity.

Various  essays  address  the  divergence  of  early  Judaism  and  early  Christianity  from  the 
textual evidence of such a split, mainly from New Testament evidence as well as some 2nd 

century authors, but also from the perspective of rabbinic writings. Apart from considering 
divergent developments in apocalypticism and mysticism, the issue of early Christian anti-
Semitism and divergent reactions to the destruction of the temple are considered.

Early Christian Archaelogy, Art and Iconography

Early Christian Archaeology

Early Christian archaeology: history

Early Christian archaeology: general conceptualizing contexts for early Christian life

Early Christian archaeology: specific centers of early Christianity 

Multidisciplinary overview of the most important archaeological finds of the past century 
setting out the material, urban context of the city of Ephesus, religious and social contexts,  
and the place of Christianity in that urban setting, one of the most important centers in the  
establishment of Christianity.

Early Christian Art and Iconography

The  book  focuses  on  images  and  portraiture  in  the  Graeco-Roman  world,  with  special 



reference to saviours and philosophers, emperors and gods as the context for a Christian 
discourse on portraying the divine. Later Christian controversies regarding the portrayal of 
God  are  discussed  as  well  as  the  intersection  of  imagery  with  theology.  Concludes  with 
portraits of saints and the issue of likeness.

Published version of the exhibition catalogue (Kimbell Art Museum, Fort Worth, Texas;
2007—2008). Ranging from the first century to the eighth century, and covering most of the 
Christian Graeco-Roman world, the book introduces  a wide range of representative examples 
of  visual  artifacts.  Informed  by  archaeology  the  essays  interpret  the  early  Christian 
appropriation and invention of images in the pre- and post-Constantinian periods. 

Elsner, Jaś. Imperial Rome and Christian Triumph: The Art of the Roman Empire AD 100-450. Oxford History 
of Art. Oxford; New York, N.Y.: Oxford University Press, 1998.
The book is about the role and history of visual arts in Roman culture and its role in the 
promotion of imperial power. It also focuses on the role of Roman art in the construction of 
identity  and  Romanness.  It  offers  an  important  contribution  on  artistic  representations 
indexing transformations in religion, especially new forms of religiosity from ‘oriental’ and 
mystery cults to Christianity. 

Kirschbaum,  Engelbert,  Günter  Bandmann,  and  Wolfgang  Braunfels.  Lexikon  der  christlichen  
Ikonographie. 8 vols. Revised edition. Freiburg: Herder, 1990.
Covering the whole history of Christian iconography from the early centuries to the present  
so that entries on early Christian representations need to be specifically searched out. The 
Lexikon consists of two parts: part one (volumes 1 – 4) focuses on general iconography, while 
part two (volumes 5 – 8) focuses on iconography of saints. (A completely new and reworked 
edition is planned for publication from 2012 – 2019 to comprise ca. 10 volumes.)

Diversity in Early Christianity

Unity or diversity in the conceptualization of the formation of early Christianity

Specific ‘heterodox’ early Christian traditions, figures, and movements

 Overview of second century figures and movements

Contains  detailed  descriptions  of  founding  figures,  writers,  and  groups  from  the  second 
century who understood themselves  as  Christian but  were subsequently labeled heretics: 
Basilides  the  Gnostic,  the  Sethians,  Valentinians,  Marcion,  Tatian,  Bardaisan,  Montanists, 
Cerinthus, Ebionites, Nazarenes, Ps.-Clementine Jewish Christianity, and the Elchesaites. 

Jewish Christianity

Gnosticism

Manichaeism 



Montanism 

Short chapters in narrative form cover the vision of Montanus, his first prophecies and the 
founding of the holy city of Pepouza, the “New Jerusalem”; the spread of the New Prophecy 
and its encounters with ecclesiastical authorities and writers, polemics, debates on revelation 
and true prophecy, resistance, persecution and martyrdom, and its eventual disappearance. 

Early Christian literature and Canon

Overviews 

The Cultural and Material History of Early Christian Tradition Making

Early Christian literacy and the character of early Christian literature; early Christian book 
production (codex form and size);  early Christian book publication and circulation in the 
light  of  contemporary Graeco-Roman practices;  early  Christian book collections,  libraries 
from congregations to monasteries, compared to Greek, Roman, and Jewish libraries.

Kelber,  Werner H.  The  Oral  and the  Written  Gospel.  The  Hermeneutics  of  Speaking  and Writing  in  the  
Synoptic Tradition, Mark, Paul, and Q. Revised edition with new introduction. Bloomington, Ind.: 
Indiana University Press, 1997.
The  book  contains  a  new introduction  surveying and responding to  early  reception  and 
critique of  his  thesis.  Kelber surveys pre-canonical  gospel  transmission considering some 
modern transmission theories. He then discusses oral features and textuality in the Gospel of 
Mark; the interplay of orality and textuality in Pauline discourse; ending with the thesis of  
the written Markan passion narrative as repudiation of oral Jesus transmissions.

Kirk, Alan, and Tom Thatcher, eds. Memory, Tradition, and Text. Uses of the Past in Early Christianity. Vol. 
52. Semeia Studies. Atlanta, Ga.: Society of Biblical Literature, 2005.
The volume focuses on social and cultural memory with various essays applying memory 
theory to  Jesus traditions and their  transmission,  Christian origins,  individual  Gospels  or 
aspects of Gospels, Pauline and later first century Christian literature, Jewish birth narratives 
and women’s social memory, Gospel of Thomas. 

Thatcher, Tom, ed. Jesus, the Voice, and the Text: Beyond the Oral and Written Gospel. Waco, Tex.: Baylor 
University Press, 2008.
The  authors  interact  with  Kelber’s  media  history  of  early  Christianity  and  apply  oral 
hermeneutics and memory studies applied to Jesus traditions, Gospel of Mark, the Didache.  
The volume also investigates various aspects of orality, memory, and scribal communication 
in the ancient Mediterranean world and early Christianity. 

The Canon of the New Testament and its Formation

As in the case of other rubrics, there is also in the consideration of the formation and status of the  
canon of the New Testament two broad streams of opinion discernible. One is a more conventional,  
theological, perspective in which the existence and shaping of the canon is seen as the result of a 
linear development of tradition from Jesus traditions over the corpus of apostolic and post-apostolic 
writings to growing recognition of authoritative writings that encompass what we now know as the 
New  Testament  to  later  canon  lists  in  a  seemingly  univocal  manner.  Over  against  that  is  the  
perspective that  emphasizes diversity,  with a  widely  diverse body of  literature produced in  the 



course of the first four or so Christian centuries, many of which were at some point regarded as 
scripture.  In  this  view  the  canonization  process  is  an  essentially  imperial  process  of  drawing  
boundaries and constructing orthodox Christianity with the exclusion and marginalization of some 
groups and the writings associated with “deviant” groups and figures.
Trebolle Barrera is a comprehensive introduction to methods of tradition and book production in  
the ancient world, with histories of canons and canon formation, the various versions of the Old and 
New Testaments, textual criticism, ending with a section on reception history and interpretation 
encoded in the ongoing textual traditions and hermeneutics. Metzger is the classic book on the New  
Testament canon,  its  history and factors influencing its  formation,  the geographical  specifics  of  
canonicity, and historical and theological problems relating to the concept of the canon. McDonald  
is an accessible, though scholarly, book situated somewhere between Trebolle Barrera and Metzger. 
An introduction on scriptural canons in the ancient world is followed by sections on the evidences  
for gradual canon formation of Hebrew scriptures and their reception into early Christianity and 
rabbinic  Judaism;  as  well  as  the  growth  of  scriptural  tradition  in  the  early  church  and  canon 
formation. McDonald and Sanders, eds., investigate questions raised in debates on the early closures 
and forms of Old Testament and New Testament canons, as well as the status and changeability of  
the Christian canon. It contains extensive historical overviews of canon-making, of various canons,  
as well as the significance of these varied historical processes for scholarship and Christianity. For a 
more popular introduction to the collection of early Christian writings that “became apocryphal” 
see the work of Ehrman (which is a companion volume to Lost Christianities, which discusses these 
early Christian books). Ehrman contends that early Christianity comprised not only a greater variety 
of viewpoints than later stabilized into orthodoxy, but also a greater variety of variously accepted 
literature than later canonized. 

This  volume starts ‘before the book’,  with ancient biblical  languages,  book production in 
antiquity,  translations,  scribal  activities,  sacred books,  and then goes  to  the  literary  and 
social  history of  the biblical  canon, and collections of  early Christian canonical  and non-
canonical writings. This leads to the textual history and criticism of the Bible ending with 
comprehensive overview of hermeneutics and text interpretation through history.

McDonald opens the volume with concepts of scripture and canon in antiquity and in the 
biblical world and then describes the long and complex history of canon formation from the 
first literary traditions to a fully recognized set of canonical writings for both Old and New  
Testament. Various appendices provide data and resources for further study. 
Essays  reflect  the  state  of  contemporary  research  on  aspects  of  canonicity,  revisit  and 
reconsider important facets of conventional scholarship on the biblical canon. The volume 
sets out the issues and key terms of the debate and then reviews the complex formation 
history of both biblical canons, also reconsidering accepted views on textual criticism, and 
significance of the canon for the church. 

Texts, Translations, and Critical Editions

General collections of translated texts 

Selected  texts,  translated  and  introduced,  illustrating  a  wide  range  of  aspects  of  early 
Christian history; with an introduction to Late Antiquity as the context for Christianity in the 
newly Christianized Empire; selections arranged in topical sections relating to persecution,  
the relation to the imperial house, becoming a Christian, heresy and orthodoxy, canons and 
creeds, asceticism, pilgrimages and saints, the Christian Bible, and Christianity outside the 
Roman Empire.



A very  widely  used English  translation of  early  Christian literature,  published from 1867 
onwards to the end of the 19th century. Now outdated, but still useful because of easy access 
and  searchability.  Also  available  online  at  http://www.ccel.org/fathers.html  .    From  the 
Apostolic Fathers, through apocryphal literature and apologists, early heresiologies.
A very widely  used English translation of  early  Christian literature,  published from 1867 
onwards  to  the  end  of  the  19th century.  Series  one  is  devoted  to  Augustine  and  John 
Chrysostom, while series two covers the church histories, the fathers of the fourth to seventh 
centuries plus the seven ecumenical councils. Now outdated, but still useful because of ease 
of access and easy searchability. Also available online at http://www.ccel.org/fathers.html. 

Translations of Old Testament Pseudepigrapha based on critical editions

The  volume  contains  introductions  to  and  translations  of  all  known  apocalypses  and 
testaments of Jewish origins (but preserved in other, mostly Christian, contexts). Contains a 
general  introduction to the Pseudepigrapha as corpus;  introductions to the two volumes;  
each text  is  separately  introduced,  with translation,  supplied with explanatory footnotes; 
comprehensive indices enable thematic research.

Charlesworth,  James  H.,  ed.  The  Old  Testament  Pseudepigrapha.  Volume  2:  Expansion  of  the  “Old  
Testament” and Legends. Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson Publishers, 2009.
The  volume  contains  the  large  variety  of  texts  relating  to  Old  Testament  material  and 
legendary  traditions  in  Second  Temple  Judaism.  Contains  a  general  introduction  to  the 
Pseudepigrapha  as  corpus;  introductions  to  the  two  volumes;  each  text  is  separately 
introduced,  with translation,  supplied with explanatory footnotes;  comprehensive indices 
enable thematic research.

Translations of New Testament Apocrypha based on critical editions

Schneemelcher, Wilhelm, ed. New Testament Apocrypha: Writings Relating to the Apostles, Apocalypses and  
Related Subjects. Louisville, Ky: Westminster John Knox Press, 1992.
Since its first edition in German remained a standard source for translations based on critical  
text editions,  with introductions and some thematic essays on early Christian apocryphal 
literature.

Markschiess,  Christoph,  Jens  Schröter,  and  Andreas  Heiser,  eds.  Antike  Christliche  Apokryphen  in  
deutscher Übersetzung. I. Band in Zwei Teilbänden: Evangelien und Verwandtes. 7. Auflage der von  
Edgar  Hennecke  begründeten  und  von  Wilhelm  Schneemelcher  fortgeführten  Sammlung  der  
Neutestamentlichen Apokryphen. Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2012.
Continues on from Hennecke-Schneemelcher but is  a completely reworked edition of the 
standard German edition and translation of the New Testament Apocrypha. The first volume 
in two parts contains newly introduced and translated version of all apocryphal gospels and 
related material.

Gnostic and Manichaean literature: translations and critical editions

Gnostic  literature,  especially,  received  much  attention  in  recent  scholarship  on  alternative 
Christianities in the formative centuries of the Christian era as evidence of Christian discourse in 
opposition to or  alternative to emerging dominant discourses of  authority in early Christianity.  
These resources should be used in conjunction with the texts on Gnosticism and Manichaeism under 
the rubric ‘Diversity in Early Christianity.’ 

Robinson is an edition of the original texts themselves in facsimile, while Robinson, ed., is a well-
known authoritative translation of the so-called Coptic Gnostic library. 



The series  Nag Hammadi and Manichaean Studies contains critical  editions of  both Gnostic  and 
Manichaean texts.

the series Corpus Fontium Manichaeorum spans a very wide range of Manichaean texts across many 
language  traditions,  showing  the  very  wide  dissemination  of  this  early  ‘world  religion’  that 
continued to exert its influence deep into Europe through the Middle Ages into the early modern 
era, as well as influencing Buddhism in deep Central Asia.

The new online version of the complete Nag Hammadi collection, previously published in 
hard cover.  Contains the Coptic texts,  plus some texts from other Christian writers;  with  
scholarly introductions and commentaries.

Robinson, James M., ed. The Nag Hammadi Library in English. 4th rev. ed. with an Afterword by Richard 
Smith. Leiden; Boston, Mass.: Brill, 2002.
General introduction to the corpus. Authoritative translation into English of the whole Nag 
Hammadi corpus of Coptic Gnostic texts, with a closing Afterword on the relevance of the 
literature  and  Gnosticism  for  contemporary  literature  from  Voltaire  and  Blake  to  Jack 
Kerouac and science fiction writer Philip K. Dick.

Nag Hammadi  and Manichaean Studies,  series  editors  Johannes  van Oort  and Einar  Thomassen, 
multiple volumes. Leiden; Boston, Mass.: Brill, 1993-- [includes the previous Nag Hammadi  
Studies, multiple volumes. Leiden; Boston, Mass.: Brill, 1971—1995] 
Among scholarly studies on aspects  of  Gnostic  and Manichaean literature,  the series  also 
features some critical editions and translations of Gnostic and Manichaean texts. The original  
facsimile editions of the Coptic Gnostic codices of Nag Hammadi appeared in this series.

Corpus Fontium Manichaeorum (CFM).  Series  editors:  M.  Krause,  S.N.C.  Lieu,  J.  van Oort,  A.  van 
Tongerloo. Multiple volumes. Turnhout: Brepols, 1979--.
Critical  editions  of  Manichaean texts  in  various  source  language  subseries  (Coptic,  Latin, 
Syriac, Turkish), dictionaries, and bibliographies. 

Christian writings in critical editions

Corpus Scriptorum Christianorum Orientalium, multiple volumes. Leuven: Peeters, 1950--.
Die  griechischen  christlichen  Schriftsteller  der  ersten  Jahrhunderte.  Edited  by  Christoph 

Markschies.  On  behalf  of  the  Berlin-Brandenburgische  Akademie  der  Wissenschaften. 
Multiple volumes. Berlin; New York, N.Y.: De Gruyter, 1899 – 
Greek Christian writers of the first three/four centuries (the official description of the series 
states it  to “provide complete coverage of  the first  three centuries”,  but works from the 
fourth century are also featured). Some old volumes still in print, but most volumes newly 
reworked since 1990.

Fontes Christiani, series 1, 2, 4, series editors Marc-Aeilko Aris, Franz Dünzl, Winfried Haunerland, 
Roland Kany, Isabelle Mandrella und Rudolf Schieffer; multiple volumes. Freiburg: Herder,  
1990--.
Bilingual  editions of  Christian source-texts from Antiquity and the Middle Ages.  Volumes 
provide  the  text  in  its  original  language  (when  this  is  Greek  or  Latin),  with  German 
translation; with introductions, notes and indices.

Fontes Christiani, series 3, multiple volumes. Turnhout: Brepols Publishers, 2002--.
Bilingual editions of Christian source-texts from Antiquity and the Middle Ages.  Volumes 
provide  the  text  in  its  original  language  (when  this  is  Greek  or  Latin),  with  German 
translation; with introductions, notes and indices. 



Popular resources for early Christian literature

Early Christian Writings, edited by Peter Kirby.
An online resource in English translation with all the Christian writings from the first and second 
centuries, as well as a few selected from the early third. It also includes non-Christian documents 
bearing on the study of early Christianity. Some are available in the original language. It includes  
scholarly  introductions  to  these  texts.  Literature  arranged according to  plausible  chronology of  
origins. Available online at http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/

Monachos. The Patristic Source Texts – Master List. 
Part of a web site dedicated to the study of Orthodox Christianity through its patristic, monastic and 
liturgical heritage, the Master List contains a selection over three hundred individual texts from 
both  western  and  eastern  patristic  writers  in  English  translation.  Available  online  at 
http://www.monachos.net/content/patristics/texts 

Social aspects of Early Christianity 

Early Christian Social Formations

Online resource with links to all inscriptions and documents featured in Ascough, Harland 
and Kloppenborg (including inscriptions not included in the book); an updated and expanded 
bibliography  (including  works  not  in  the  book);  links  to  external  sites  (“Sister  Sites  on 
Associations” – the other books by Harland, “Inscriptions and Papyri Online” – a portal to 
other online resources on inscriptions and papyri); browse and search functions.

Harland, Philip A. Associations, Synagogues, and Congregations: Claiming a Place in Ancient Mediterranean  
Society. Minneapolis, Minn.: Augsburg Fortress Press, 2003.
Harland describes associations in Asia Minor, membership and social networks, the purposes 
they served – as religious cult groups or as social clubs. A further section is on imperial cults 
and  how  these  interacted  with  associations  and  continues  to  analyze  synagogues  and 
Christian  congregations  in  the  context  of  Graeco-Roman  cities,  how  they  existed  in  the 
context of and interacted with an imperial environment.
Hanges argues that  the work of  the apostle Paul should be understood in comparison to  
general paradigm of cult founder in the Hellenistic-Roman world with case studies in the two 
transferrals of the cult of Sarapis; the founder figure as cult authority and organizer; the 
founding  of  the  mysteries  of  Andania;  and  Paul  as  founder  of  churches,  compared  to 
Hellenistic-Roman cult practices. 

Early Christian Identity Formation

Provides an overview of models of understanding early Christian identity formation with 
essays on identity discourse in Paul, Ignatius, and Theodosius; cognitive aspects of identity 
formation and behaviour; Ephesian and Roman Christianity; gender and true masculinity as  
ideal.
Investigate the role of biblical traditions in identity formation; identity construction in texts; 
gender-analytical  perspectives;  postcolonial  analyses;  all  applied to  analyses  of  particular 
texts in the New Testament.



Harland places Jewish and Christian identities in the context of Graeco-Roman associations 
and  draws  out  the  familial  dimensions  of  group  identity.  He  compares  constructions  of 
identity  in  diaspora  and  immigrant  settings  relating  to  integration  and  acculturation  of  
Jewish  and  other  immigrant  groups  in  the  Graeco-Roman  world  showing  intergroup 
relations, interactions and rivalries, and perceptions of minorities.
Contains commentary on the sections of the book; links to ancient sources pertaining to each 
book section and photo galleries; links to other websites on the Graeco-Roman world as well 
to Harland’s publications.
In  a  theoretical  introduction  on  identity  theory  and  methodology  Rebillard  argues  for 
multiple identities in early Christians in their world and especially investigates Tertullian, 
Cyprian,  and  Carthage  in  the  second  and  third  century,  with  reference  to  the  interplay 
between identity maintenance and persecution; Augustine and the multiplicity of Christian 
identities in North Africa.

Nasrallah, Laura Salah.  Christian Responses to Roman Art and Architecture:  The Second-century Church  
amid the Spaces of Empire. Cambridge; New York, N.Y.: Cambridge University Press, 2010.
Nasrallah frames early Christian literary discourse with archaeology, showing how Christian 
apologetics interacted with the Second Sophistic, drawing out the influence of spatiality of  
the Roman world on experiences of self and world. She highlights Christian experience of 
Roman  urban  spaces,  cultural  and  moral  discourses  and  the  way  Christian  apologists 
interacted  with  these;  Part  three  considers  the  representations  of  gods  and  Christian 
responses.

Early Christian Culture and Practices

Studies changes in scholarly perspectives on the origins and character of  early Christian 
worship  and  delineataes  the  formative  matrix  for  early  Christian  worship  tracing  its 
development  from  the  New  Testament  through  early  church  orders  and  liturgies  with 
emphasis on Eucharistic rites and initiation rites and baptisms. Also focuses on attendant 
issues  like  sacred  time,  the  structure  of  ministry  and  the  effects  of  the  Constantinian 
revolution.

Ferguson  surveys  scholarship  on  baptism  before  dealing  with  antecedents  to  Christian 
baptism  in  the  Graeco-Roman  and  Jewish  world.  He  then  outlines  the  development  of 
baptism  discourse  in  early  Christian  literature  from  the  New  Testament  up  to  the  fifth 
century  in  all  geographical  areas,  as  well  as  material  remains.  Conclusion  on  origins,  
doctrine, liturgy of baptism; origins and development of infant baptism; mode of baptism.

Outlines methodological issues before analyzing the form and organization of the Graeco-
Roman banquet. Smith provides detailed descriptions of the various types of meal occasions 
in  the  ancient  world  (philosophical,  sacrificial/religious,  club  banquets  before  turning to 
Jewish banquets covering Ben Sira, rabbinic literature, separatist groups, and the messianic 
banquet), looking also at their representation in early Christian literature.

Taussig, Hal. In the Beginning Was the Meal: Social Experimentation & Early Christian Identity. Minneapolis, 
Minn.: Fortress Press, 2009.
Taussig  uses  social  theory,  especially  ritual  and  performance  theory,  to  interpret  early 
Christian  meals  socially  and  to  relate  them  to  theories  of  Christian  origins  and  identity 
formation. He explores the social innovation represented by early Christian meals and their 
function in the rapid spread of Christianity as well as sites of resistance to the Roman Empire. 
He considers the intersections between early Christian literature and Graeco-Roman meal 
celebrations. 



Contains critical essays on social aspects of Graeco-Roman meals focusing on the typology of 
the Graeco-Roman banquet as social institution and its archaeology. Also highlighted are the 
social make-up, social values, and attendance with respect to banquets, female attendance, 
slaves at meals, Saturnalia and social role inversions, as well as issues regarding the culture of 
reclining.

Early Christian Cult of Saints, Pilgrimages and Holy Places

The volume concerns the social function of wealth in the ancient world and early Christian 
responses to it, particularly in Latin Christendom up to the end of the Roman Empire, with an 
attendant  focus  on  the  affluent  nobility  in  fourth-century  Rome  and  the  interaction  of  
Christian writers with wealth and how it was inscribed in new patterns of patronage, as well 
as traditions of renunciation of wealth. 
Collection of essays of which Part one (“Approaches”) deals with scholarship on the holy,  
culture, and society; Part two (“Society and the Holy”) contains a number of well-known, 
acclaimed, and now classical studies on the holy, holy men and saints, their cults in various 
settings and geographic locales, and contestations surrounding the material attestations of 
the cult of saints.

Early Christian Families

Martyrdom 

Four lectures on the origins and development of the phenomenon, from Hellenistic Judaism 
to early Christianity;  the formation and function of the genre of  martyrologies;  the civic 
scenario  of  martyrdom,  spectacles,  urban  settings  and  effect;  voluntary  martyrdoms  as 
suicides. Four appendices on Protomartyr, Ignatius and 4 Maccabees, Great Sabbath, and Asia, 
Aphrodisias, and the Lyon Martyrium.

Boyarin questions the conventional picture of the relation of Judaism and Christianity along 
the Stammbaum model, instead working out the “wave model” of complex intersections. This 
is illuminated by case studies of martyr narratives showing the continued entanglements of 
nascent  Judaism  and  Christianity  and  the  role  of  martyrdom  discourse  in  shaping  both 
Judaism and Christianity as distinctive traditions but with permeability of the boundaries.

Castelli highlights collective memory and the making of the past as frame for understanding 
techniques and concepts employed to manufacture Christian martyrdom as the mirror of 
Roman imperial domination. Case studies demonstrate the culturally productive and socially 
formative  nature  of  martyr  narratives.  She  concludes  with  a  study  of  the  massacre  at 
Columbine High and the making of a redemptive narrative.

Introduces identity construction, the making of Christian identities in the Roman world, and 
cultural appropriation of masculine ideals. In the construction of Christian social identities 
gladiatorial, athletic, and martial imagery in martyr acts were appropriated. She shows the 
masculinization  of  martyrdom  as  demonstration  of  virtue  and  the  simultaneous 
masculinization and feminization of female martyrs. Conclusion on gender and language in 
the martyr texts.

Introduction on the difficulties of defining and understanding martyrdom; overview of the 
cultural  contexts  of  martyrdom,  perceptions  of  death  in  the  Graeco-Roman  world;  five 
studies on different interpretations of martyrdom in Asia Minor (imitating Christ),  North 
Africa  (apocalyptic  ascent),  Rome (contesting  philosophy),  Gaul  (victory),  and Alexandria 
(true martyrdom).



Moss argues for the isotypy of martyrdom as imitation of Christ;  participation in Christ’s 
suffering;  the  martyr  as  a  kind  of  Christ;  martyr  as  a  saviour  figure;  the  heaven  of  the  
martyrs; martyr as divine heir.

Perkins surveys various perceptions of death and suffering in the Graeco-Roman world: the 
perceptions of death as happy ending; on marriage as happy ending; the Stoic interpretation 
of  pain  and  suffering;  the  martyr  acts  as  subversive  texts.   She  argues  that  Christian 
apocryphal literature witnesses to new social consciousness and constructions of new sites of 
power. Argues for the body as site of new social ideologies.

Sourcebook of noble death traditions: introduction on the concept of noble death in antiquity 
as model for Christian and rabbinic understandings of martyrdom; selected texts on noble 
death  in  Greek  and  Roman  antiquity,  in  early  Jewish  sources,  Christian  literature  on 
martyrdom from the  first  to  third  century  C.E.,  martyrdom and noble  death  in  rabbinic 
literature.

Early Christian Body and Gender Discourse

Collection of essays arranged in three parts (“Gender”, “Asceticism”, and “Historiography”). 
First part focuses on women and gendered language in various corpora of early Christian 
literature;  Part  two  deals  with  aspects  of  asceticism,  authority  and  power;  Part  three 
concerns historiography, the rhetoric of heresiology, the creation of a Christian epic, and the 
construction of Rome in early Christian tradition.
Brown  treats  general  topics  in  body  discourses  in  early  Christianity  in  an  introductory 
section  on  the  body  in  the  city,  sexual  renunciation,  martyrdom,  Gnostic  spirituality, 
perceptions of gender relations in Christianity, church and body. Then he deals with various 
aspects  of  desert  traditions  in  Egypt  and  Syria,  and  the  three  big  Latin  church  fathers, 
Ambrose, Jerome, and Augustine and their contribution to thinking about sexuality. 
Argues for the nature of embodied knowledge drawing on the work of Maurice Merleau-
Ponty,  Pierre  Bourdieu,  and  Linda  Martín  Alcoff,  constructing  the  contours  of  a  cultural 
history  of  early  Christianity,  illuminating  Paul’s  use  of  the  marked  body  as  source  of 
knowledge and power as well as the use of slavery metaphors in Christian discourse and the 
construction of sexual ethics. 
A study of the late Antique theatre of Antioch and its role as transmitter of social values of  
pride, vainglory, and show as the context for the vehement discourse of John Chrysostom 
against this culture; drawing on the language and imagery of the theatre, Chrysostom argued 
against  spiritual  marriages,  and  Leyerle  highlights  Chrysostom’s  role  in  shaping  early 
Christian attitudes to sexuality.
Glancy  presents  studies  on  aspects  of  slavery  in  early  Christianity  in  the  context  of 
slaveholding and slavery discourse in Graeco-Roman antiquity, as a practice of dominated 
and exploited bodies. She describes the concrete lives of slaves in Christian households as  
well  as the use metaphors of enslavement and setting free in Christian discourse. Glancy 
shows how slaveholder culture endured and shaped morality in early Christian discourse.

Constructions of Authority/Imperial Christianity 

It is now accepted that issues of authority construction in the formation of early Christianity are 
deeply  embedded  in  the  imperial  discursive  context  that  formed  the  matrix  for  the  origins,  
development, and growth of Christian groups in the Roman Empire. Authority construction not only 
implied a rhetorical contest with respect to the exercise of power and influence in the making and 
definition of early Christian identities, but also manifests in the hierarchical stratification of early  
Christianity.  Both phenomena are now understood as epiphenomena or discursive effects of the 



Roman imperial context in which Christianity took root. In fact, a number of studies on Christian 
origins,  especially  those  listed under  the  last  rubric  in  this  entry  (“Christian Origins”)  but  also  
others, now argue that Christianity is an imperial product. 

Nasrallah shows how the rhetoric of madness and possession was a discourse on knowing the divine,  
the effort to control it and to establish authority and define Christian identity in the midst of many 
competing forms of Christianity. 

In light of the rise of the papacy as emblematic of Christianity in late Antiquity, Sessa examines the  
cultural  history  of  papal  authority  in  late  antiquity,  arguing  that  Rome's  bishops  adopted  the 
ancient  elite  household as  a  model  of  good government for  leading the church.  Central  to  this  
phenomenon was the classical and biblical figure of the steward, the householder's appointed agent 
who oversaw his property and people. As stewards of God, Roman bishops endeavored to exercise 
moral and material  influence within both the pope's own administration and the households of  
Italy's clergy and lay elites. 

Closer to the topic of the intersection of the Roman Empire and Christianity, Salzman investigates 
the conversion of Roman aristocratic elites and the effect this had on Christianity. Later Christian  
leaders  came from the  same  social  circles  as  the  senatorial  aristocracy  and  by  virtue  of  social  
location and paideia, imported the same imperial discourse into their practice of Christian formation. 

This issue is further explored by Elm, who compares the Roman emperor Julian (the Apostate) with 
Gregory of Nazianzus in the context of the Eastern Roman Empire. She shows how both subsist in  
the same political philosophy, namely Roman universalism, its divine legitimation and the authority  
to represent it.

Nasrallah  describes  the  phenomenon  of  madness  and  ecstasy  in  antiquity,  showing  also 
Paul’s  rhetorical  employment  of  the  concept  of  ecstasy  in  arguments  regarding revealed 
knowledge. She deals with Tertullian’s anthropology and his positive evaluation of the “New 
Prophecy” as well as the negative labelling of “New Prophecy” in heresiologies. She argues 
that this study is significant for the wider conceptualization of Christian origins. 
Sessa  investigates  the  use  of  the  model  of  the  late  Roman  household  to  construct  the 
authority  of  the  bishop of  Rome;  studies  the  ideology  of  stewardship  as  ideal,  episcopal 
householding  in  theory  and  practice,  the  impact  of  family  lives  on  clerical  offices, 
demarcation of episcopal authority in converted aristocratic households.

Salzman, Michele Renee. The Making of a Christian Aristocracy: Social and Religious Change in the Western  
Roman Empire. Cambridge, Mass.; London: Harvard University Press, 2004.
The  paradox  of  Roman  aristocratic  elites  adopting  the  “lowly”  religion  of  the  masses,  
Christianity, is  described by Salzman, highlighted by a study of the senatorial aristocracy 
around the fourth century, the social origins and careers of senatorial aristocrats, including 
the role of aristocratic women, and the impact of the interaction between Christian emperor 
and aristocratic elites on Christianity. 
Elm sets the interaction between Julian and Gregory in context, dealing with the formation of 
Julian as emperor, contrasting that to the political philosophy and rhetoric of Gregory. Elm 
describes the religious and ideological conflict between these two, and concludes with the 
“vision  of  Rome”,  the  divine  legitimation  of  Rome’s  universalism  and  the  authority  to  
represent it, representing the perspective of elite men.

Women and / in Early Christianity 

Argues for the need to recover the legacy of women and sets out a relevant methodology.  
Unearthing traces of gender equality in the earliest movements of Jesus followers and into 



the  apostolic  era,  she  shows  how  women  were  steadily  subordinated  in  patriarchal 
households  and  the  emerging  church.  Closes  with  reflection  on  a  biblical-feminist 
spirituality.

Selection  of  scholarly  essays  recovering  women  in  antiquity  and  in  early  Christianity, 
arranged in five thematic sections: on women in the ancient Mediterranean world, on Mary 
Magdalene, and the representations of women in the various Gospels and gospel layers; on 
women in  Pauline  literature,  and issues  of  gender;  and on women in  Gnostic  traditions, 
women in ministry, and women as sources of religious knowledge. 
Torjesen investigates  various  aspects  of  –  and evidence  for  –  female  leadership  in  early  
Christianity mapping the various functions and roles of women in early Christian groups.  
Shows how women were relegated to the private sphere of the household when the church 
became public in the context of exclusive male leadership via new gender valorization and 
cultured sexuality. Even images of god encoded cultural values of gender and sexuality.
Streete examines the character of female martyr narratives in early Christianity and their 
transmission in tradition. Considers the effect of martyr narratives with a close analysis of  
the traditions of Perpetua, Felicitas, and Thecla. Concluding chapter answers the question 
why these martyr narratives matter to contemporary Christianity. 

Christian Origins

Introduction on the difference between history and genealogy, history as self-narrative and 
genealogy  as  account  of  factors  determining  origins  (the  latter  the  stance  of  the  book); 
Graeco-Roman/Mediterranean  contributions  to  Christian  discourse  –  monotheism,  divine 
trinities,  demonology  and  apocalypticism,  body  discourses  and  practices,  conceptions  of 
saviours and salvation. Conclusion on the contemporary significance of multiple and varied 
“roots” of Christianity.

Cameron focuses on Christian rhetoric as sets of representations of Christian beliefs and their 
relation the general cultural context as well as on its effective force and how its narrative 
world constructed the Christian world. In the way Christian discourse portrayed divinity and 
appropriated the Jewish and Graeco-Roman past,  themes and styles it  embraced imperial 
ideology, created new kinds of Christian cultural representations helped create a  Christian 
worldview. 


