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most closely associated with Eastern Orthodox Christianity as well
do not immediately suggest eilher a tradition of social-polit ical crit-

rd analysis or radical stances toward social justice. If anything, ccrtain
of the Orthodox tradition, such as the former unitv of church and state
transcendent orientation of the Orthodox liturgy, among other things,
suggest at best an obsession with stability and order. At the worst. the

past might appear to contain a hyper-conservative bias. l'his can
manifest itself as a negative vision of society and culture, of things

and human; in Max Weber's terms, an "other-worldly" or ascetic

things are seldom what they seem, and such is very much the case
social and political vision of the Orthodox Church and its thinkers in the

era. The same holds true, surprisingly, for the earlier periods in which
appears to have been either an extension of the Byzantine or Russian

court or the popular cult o[ an ethnic group. Even in the patristic era
fourth to the ninth centuries one finds the striking personalities and
social justice perspectives of fohn Chrysostom and Basil the Great. t$'o

greatest of the Greek fathers. With them we lind perhaps the first over-
theme oI the social and political thoueht of the Eastern church. Along

the transcendently beautiful character of liturgy in the Orthodox East, its
and political vision is a most particular, concrete, and reali.st one, namely

concern for the material realities of this world, of flesh and blood
beings and their life. In the liery homilies of .lohn Chrysostom as patri-

of the greatest city o[ the Christian East, the gap between the affluence of
's elites and the poverty of many of its citizens is provocatively

The rich who neglect their suffering brothers and sisters will expe-
the pain of the rich man Dives in hell, the one who failed to show mercy
poor man Lazarus. In perhaps his most riveting words, John Chrysostom
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vision of the transformation of society and the individual. Trained in sociology
and political economy, he challenged Plekhanov's ideas about the restructuriqn
of Russian society and economy, particularly agriculture, understanding (lik;
Max Weber) the importance of the family, the village, cultural customs and in4i-
vidual motivation. Eventually, with the tragic experience of the Second Durng
and the revolution, Bulgakov returned to the faith and the sacramental life s1
the church, first as an important lay leader in the Great Council of Moscow i1
).977-78, which proposed reforms in the Orthodox Church, and later as 1n
ordained priest and theologian. Almost the last twenty years of his life werg
spent as Dean of the St. Sergius Theological Institute in Paris, where he finallv
arrived after expulsion from Russia in the early 1920s. Under conditions of
poverty and duress, due to criticism and then official examination of his writ-
ings under the charge of heresy, Bulgakov nevertheless produced a prodigious
body of writing. Paul Valliere (2000) and Antoine Ariakovsky (2000) have
argued in their recent studies that Bulgakov's central concern in writing of
divine wisdom was to clarify the relationship of God to creation and of
humankind to the divine. This he sought to examine in the light of modern
thought and experience and principally through the consequence o{ the Incar-
nation, namely the "humanity o[ God" (Bogochelovechestvo\ as earlier Russian
thinkers such as Soloviev had framed it.

For Bulgakov it was axiomatic that it was necessary, indeed urgent, not only
for the Orthodox Church but for Christianity as a whole to engage in conversa-
tion with the modern world, its institutions, consciousness, and inhabitants. All
of the rapid developments that had produced modernity were diagnosed by Bul-
gakov not as evil but as the present situation of God's working with and in cre-
ation. Like the Creek fathers of the church more than a millennium before him,
Bulgakov recognized the human capacity for destruction and evil but - being a
kind of theological optimist, in the best, deepest sense - he saw God as stronger,
the ultimate victor in Christ's Incarnation, death and Resurrection. Like, among
others, Gregory of Nyssa and Origen before him, Bulgakov considered the final
restoration of all creation (apokatastasis) as at least the object of prayer and hope:
and, while not appropriate for dogmatizing, such restoration was nonetheless
more consonant with the boundless compassion and forgiveness of God and the
desire for the ultimate (re)union of the divine with creation, when God would
be "all in all." Much of his vision is summed up in his last book, The Bride of the
Lanrb, the final volume in his great trilogy.

While Bulgakov did not offer a book-length discussion of the events of his era'
such as the Russian Revolution, the destructiveness of state socialism, the Great
Depression, the rise of the Nazis, the Second World War, and the Holocaust, he
nevertheless did touch upon all of these in his writings (Bulgakov 1999:
229-67 , 293-3O3) and presented what might be called a summary of his social
and political thinking in presentations he made while on visits to America in
l9 34 and England in 1939. These were the sermon he was invited to preach at
the chapel of Seabury-Northwestern Seminary, "social Teaching in Modern
Russian Theology," and the paper read by another for hirn at the Fellowship of

EASTERN oRTt{oDox rHouc}Ir 97

r and Sergius, "The Spirit of Prophecy" (Bulgakov 1999:269-92| lt is

Eastern Jhurch thinking in general but Bulgakov's own creative and

vision that is offered in these texts'

.,ies that in the early church there was no particular concern with the

and politics other than living peaceably, obeying the law and the

living according to the Word of God. The sense of the imminent

Cot"ing of Christ also played a significant role in the early church's per-

r. But the adoption of Christianity as the official cult of the Romal Emlire

Lstantine did not only end persecution: it also introduced all kinds of

principally the confusion of imperial political interests witheccle-sias-

in thl Empire. Only rarely were bishops and teachers such as lohn

L and Basifthe Great able, as noted above' to speak against the power

h ancl prestige. The monastic movement did begin to raise a continuous

protesi against the world's penetration of Christian thought and prac-

in the long run, even in its time of flourishing, the monastic movement

rsin"lized1nd the radical inversion of cultural values found in the

nely softened or ignored. Marx and other critics were correct in per-

church to be on ihe side of the wealthy and powerful; the church

ted the state blindly and with destructive consequences lor orolnary

rather than the exiremes of church-state unity or the opposition of

to any this-worldly activity, Bulgakov sees a third path' one for him

;serl by the figure Lf Wisdom, from the Book of Proverbs 8.:22-3.1'

r the creature of God and his co-worker in the making and sustain-

woita (eotgaLou 1993). The destiny of all creation' p-articularly,of

is to be deified, to be in communion with the Creator' filled with the

and radiating the glory of this life. All are to be "prophets"' messen-

he Lord, not only in word but in action'
the Pentecost event of the descent of the Holy Spirit is a kind of icon of

ion of the church, not only toward the political realm but also toward

of the natural and social world The church is not an institution of the

society, but is the body of Christ and temple of the Holy Spirit'-thus the

s and door into the kingdom of heaven here and now in the world

1988: l-99). The "churching" of the world is not merely its being

e religious but its transnguration, its full "humanization" and

ion." Bulgakov imagines the completion of what all creation was

be, uniteJagain in love with the Creator. The church' therefore' is not

arm of the state (Bulgakov 1988: 156-175) It should not use any

dns tactics to scare souls into goodness' Neither is the church the

g arri of God. The church is healing, forgiveness, resurrection'-new life'

purpose of the church is creative, r;vealing the "humanity of God" and

possibilities of humanity, bringing humanity and everything else back

iwith the Lor<I. For thisielationship Bulgakov employs imagery of the

Revelation: "The Spirit antl the Bride say 'Come"' (Rev' 22: 17) 'fhe

and through it the world, become the spouse of the Lamb' Time becomes

The antip-athy between the city of God and the city of the world is
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abo l is l led ,  no t  i t l l  i t t  oncc  l )u t  in  a  c r r r t r r r la t i vc .  cor ) tpass io r r l le  p roccss  ( l lu lga l i ( \ ,
- l O O 2 :  1 7 9  5 2 ( r ) .

' l ' h is  i s  no l  i l  l i t i \ ,e .  " ros \ , '  Chr is l ian i tv  I3u lgakov  in  o lher  ess i l ys  rccop l l l i zcd
thc  pccr l ia r  po \ \ ' ( ' r  01  thc  t l todern  s ta tc  to  ens la lc  and dcs l ro r '  hur r raD be i r r ts .
Hc  rcc .gn izc r i  l l l e  spec i l i c  i r rhunar r i t y . l  m ' r le r .  to la l i l r l r ia l t  reg i l l l cs ,  l lo l  o ' l l
tha t  , l  1he  l i r l shcv iks  bu t  i r l so  thosc ' l  Naz i  ( ie r rnany  i t r ld  l \ ,1 'sso l in i ' s  I la ly  l lL r i
gak'r 'u.dersc.rctl the nr:r:t l i . thc trr.rlern lrrrld lbr the gil i  aucl lhc \ 'ocilt iolr ol
b ib l i c i r l  p rophccr :  the  lcar less ,  s t ro t )R proc la t r )a l ion  o l  ( lod  s  n r r r t l ,  an t l  l l t t
u ' i l ncss  lo  lhc  k i l lgdom i l l  l l t c  mids l  o l  the  \ , r ,o r l ( l  n t r t  jus l  b1 ,  a  fen  s ; tcc ia l i s ls  bq11
bv i r l l  ( 'h r i s t i t r r rs .

Paul llvdohirnov

Paul  l i r  do l i i rnov  u 'as  in  the  l i r s l  c lass  lo  g radu i t le  l ion t  S t .  Scrg ius  lns t i tu l ( , i r t ( l
had  l lL r lg t rko l  l l l c  ins t i t r r l ( "s  I i rs t  dc t r r r  and pro l i , ssor  o l  ck rgnra t ic  thc r ) ro !av .  as  l r l i
teachcr . .  \ t t  l l L r lg i t l i o t  uas  no t  th r  on l t  in l luence on  h i r l .  lhc  rad ic i t l  ph i loso
pher  \ i (o las  l l t . r t l i ae l  r l r rs  an  acknou le 'dged shaper  o l  h is  th in r r r rg ,  as  ucr r
l i iencls rrnd collcirgucs suclr irs Irr. Lcr' ( l i l let, Irr-. Nicolas r\lanasicrr, rrnd Olivicr
C ler t to r t ,  a r long o thcrs .  I j vdo l i in ro r , ' s  l i l i ,expcr ie r rces  a lso  1 t la1 ,ec l  a  c l rc is iv t , r r r [ ,
in  l ( ) rn ) ing  h is  so t ia l  a l ld  po l i t i ca l  th ink j l tg  as  a  thco log i i rn .  He ar r i vec l  as  i rn
imnr ig r i rn l  in  I )a r is  in  l c ) l  i  i r ld  s tu r l i c t l  i t l  bo l l )  I l l c  Sorbonr re  anc l  l i r c  S t .  Ser l i r rs
lus l i lu lc .  earn in ! l  h is  l i r s l  doc lo r i t l ( ' a t  the  l l l l i vc rs i ty  o l  A ix -en  -  I ' rovc t rc t ,  i r r
l9J l  i r r rc l  a  s rcor r t l  a t  S t .  Sr . rg ius  in  l95 i i .  Dur ing  lhe  Sccond \ \ i r r ld  \ \ ' a r  hc  u  i r r
ac l i | c  in  lhe  l : r ( ' t ) (h  I l cs is l i tncc . . \ l  t l r r  \ \ .a ls  c0Dc lus i0n  t r r rd  h t r  ln { ) rc  th I r r  i r
decadc lhcrealicr'. hc i l ircclcil ccrl lcrrically s;' lonsoretl ltostels l irr r-clirgt'cs,
Io rc ig r t  s t t rc lcn ls .  i t r rd  o lhcr  pcop lc  in  ncec l .  I l vc l ;k imot ,  u ' r i l cs  $ , i lh  L l l t t lp i ( i t l
( ' l l ro t ion  a t lou t  ho11 '  l re  n i rs  lnore  t l l i l t l  ?u t  i l ( i l n i l t i : i t ra lo r .  i l c t i l ]g  i t l so  i rs  ( . ( ru t ) -
sc lo r .  l r rv  pas l { ) r .  i l l l d  f r i r r rd  t0  lh ( '  r rs iden ls .  \1 , i t l t  thc j r  compl i ( . i l l ( ] ( j ,  o l l f
i l anr i rg t r l  ex is len t  ( ' s .  Whc l t  hc  la tc r  l i t r rgh t  a (  S l .  Scrg ius  i rnc l  o lher  l l r co log ic i r l
schoo ls ,  lhc  e rp t ' r i c r rce  o l  t l r i s  sen ' i c t 'n , i rs  e t lu , i l \ , s  p rcs ! . l l l .  ( 'ons is tc t l t l \ l  I l \11( i l . i -
Inor  sought  to  b r i r rg  t t re  sLr l l c r ing  ( l r l  nho  lo |es  r rbsur t l l l ,  b r r t  r \ . i t l l ou l  coerc i ( ) ' t ,
iu to  con l i rc t  u i l l )  l l )e  pcrsor )  i ) l  our  l i l l c ,  u i lh  h is  c lues l io r rs .  hcr  r i rg ( . ,  \ \ ' i t l t  l l r f
r i rng t '  o l  rnodcrn  I r t r r t tan  t ' rpc r iencc .

I t r i l r e s s i l \ ' ( ' r ) I i l l r d " C l r u l r ' h a n d S o t i e t t  ( l i v d o l i i m o r ' l O O l : 6 l  9 { L h c s r r -
l l l es izcs  i r  t l i a logr rc  lha t  cx lcndec l  th ror rsh  l i r t r r i r l l t  a l l  o l  l r i s  n . r i t i r rgs ,  l ion  l t i s
car l t ' s l t rd ics  o f  t l r t ' l l . reo log t  o f  ( iogo l  i rnd  Dos locvs l i y  lo  l t i s  d iscent i r rg  loo l i  i r t
thc  h is lo r \ 'o l  sp i r i lua l i l \ :  \ \ lha t  i s  t r r i l l ,neu , in  l l re  Ne\ \ ' l i ' s t i l tnen t ,  l , " , r rg , , "s .
i s  the  u l t in )a te  dcs l in l  o l  l t r ru ra t rk ind  in  the  l tL rn tan i t r 'o l  ( lod .  in  thc  c r ) l l s . -
qucDccso l  thc  I r (  i r rn i t t i ( )n .  l i l e ,  dca lh  i rnd  I lesur rec t io r r  r ) l  ( 'h r i s t .  l l )o r rg i t th ( l
d id  no t  t  a l l  i t  th is ,  t ' r ' en  thc  e r r r l ies t  o l  lhc  la lhers ,  l i ke  thc  i tpus t les  anc l  N t 'u ,  l i s -
lanrc l r l  i r r r thors  l re l i l re  thcrn ,  cnv is io r rec i  a  "soc . i i r l  ecc lcs io log l i  ' l  hc  c l r r - r r -c l t .
be ing  thc  bod l  o l  thc  R iscr )  ( ' l l r i s t .  d rcu  a l l  to  i l s ( ' l l ,  ra is ing  evcr l  lh ing  i l t to  t l t ( '
l i ingtlont. ' l 'hc 

divisions so olicn secn [)t l l \\ 'cen Nl;lrV and l\, l i lrtha, bclu,ecq irctior]

r -^ntemplation bt ' lu 'cct l  l l tc sacrcd l l tr t l  t l l t  l l rol i t l tc arc i l l t rsi t t l ls Otte

tnd "-l ',]-lifl fuu" t;,tl n ithr.rrrt l,)vin!i  ̂r1(l serving lh.. brothcr ittttl sistcr itlrvalrs
- .nnUL r "_ '
' ---^-r hefrlre us. L\Idoli ltnoY $'its cspeciall l '  lbncl lr l the safitrg rrl thc ticscrt
p{*"-'. i i , \rrr \ l irnI to sce (ltrr. l. look at 1'ottr brtrl l ler" Tlt is doqs l]ot (\cltrde

fu!1"j1^,r 
r ',,1fr"r o(r\sil\ i l i l ics r' l  t ' t tcottrt lcrittg (lotl i tt thc u'orlt l bttt ernplrirsizes

nu[ Is r " *  ' . -  ' hc  ne ig l t l to r  i t l  nccd  l l c  cvc l )  c i tes ' l t r l t l l l i an
, r re  s ingu la r  p r ts r l l cc  { ' r  ( ru ( r  r r r  

. r
It l i , j . i t* on the unrqLrc c\l)(rietlcc ol (ltxl it l  Iht' t ' trcolrnlcr \\ ' i l t ] t l l f rrciqh-

ll l  i"J.o,"arv in his !\,r ir iDgs. irs in Iris or|n l it i ' ,  l ,\ 'dokinr{^ eItrpltasiz('( l the

i r f i f i i l ; ; ; ' -  
in l l tc Li |st  lc l tcr  of  Johtr  (-1:  20) '  thal  i [  \ \ 'c  c i rrrnot lovc tht

l 'r l tt 
"a 

*t.rrtr ' t \\ 'e ' i tt l  \tt. \1'c eittrt lot love tl lc (lotl nllr l is i l lr"isiblt '  or' bt' l ttr '

most visiblc - in t lrt trL'rBnntrr'
" '"Like Bulgnkor. L,r,t1rkiu.rr,r. lr irr. l is the hisl.r-1' .[ l l ]c cl.tufch s solidirrit\ '  \\ ' i th

,fta rit"t", l" itf.r society and ctrl l trr( ' While l lttrc arc irrdisputatrlc high poirrts in

i l ; " ; ; ; ; r . t .  th t rc . r t t ' g rea t . ' t r t t ches  o l  t r i tgec iv  i t t rd  e l i l  r cs t t l t inc  l ro t r r  lhe

l "a r . i f t "  , f " ta . t  f i r t l te rs  anL l  i t l l e r  thcn l  lh t  r r lon i r \ t i cs  u l l ( l ( rs lood lh ( ' i r ( t io l l

l i ' I i . f "  i , ,  n rander lc  i rp  ecc lcs i . l  c 'a r rg . l i s t .  o r  i t r r  "c ' t r ) )gc l i (  i r l  ccc lcs i ( ) log \ " '

ihe  Lord  is  the  onc  n 'ho  s l i t t l ( l s  i t t  the  c l tx t r  a t rc l  l i t l oc l i s  $ 'a i l i l l ! ]  lo  cor t l c  i t l  l o

oua,uut", to share thc brearl ol r)Ltr suflcri lrg tlt l t l  ol ottr i0] |\ '( l(Jl ' i l l lo\ I ( 'pcat-

ed lv  quotes  t  he  th i r tc t l l t  h -ce t l l  t l r v  l l vza l l l  i t r c  s ta tcs r l r i t l l  a r ld  lh t 'ok rg ie r r l  \  i t  o l t t s

i l iul itu., a.".t ifr itrg (lod as I ' l t i lrttt l i trr4rrrr ' l l te onc u'ltrtse krvc lor tts is u'i l l lorrt

r€ason, lbrce or mettsrtre (tt-os ttttttt ikrrs) (I lKloli inlor' loO l: 175 9-1) Strclt ir ( irt l

i s  the  core  o f  t l l e  Chr is t ian  a t l i l t l ( l c  to \ \ ' i l r ( l  thc  s ta lc  to$ar i l  i t l l  th '  ins t i l i l t i o t l s

o f  soc ie ty ,  in  in te rn i l l i o l la l  t ' c l i l l i o l l s  cvc t l r | i t l l r cs l )c (1 lo th t ' l l i r t t l r r r l r lo r l t l  l i i s

f a r f r o m b e i n g d i s t i t l ( l i v c l y l i a s l c r l l o r O r l l t o t l o x . b l l l  i s t h e s l l i r r c ( l  V i s i o r l r ) l  t l l c

un i l i v ided church  o l  t l t c  l i r s l  n r i l l t t l r t i t t t r r .  l l ca t l l v  t l i l l  save  l l lL  r l r r r l t i  r r  ro lc

Dostoevsky .  and t l t i s  u i i s  h is  c redo amic l  t l t c  lo t tcs l  i i r rn ls  o l  l t t tn r r r t l  t l '  1 t ' r t l i r -

t ion, springing l iont lr is o\\Jt1 ir l)risontncll l  i lnd Il( ' i l l-c\eCtrtiort lr\ '  I ir ir lg sqttirt l

Evdok imov.  *hu  , l i , l  l , i ,  I i r s l  d ( )c lo ra l  c l i sscr ta l io t t  o t l  l )os lo tvs l i J "  co t ts l i t t l t l l '

found the  e ' idence . l  ( lod  S ' rcsc .Cc i r r r t i  l . r ' c  i '  t l t ( 'b taL l t '  s t r l r i rL r l ld r l l !  L I \ :

tha to f thenatura l  o r ( l c r tha lo l  thcsa i l l l s i t scapt l l r t ' t l  i t l  l hc i r  i ' "o l l s  ' r l r r l  \ \L r r r l \ '

but particularlv that ol metr attcl t 'ronlctt bcatrct-s ol lhc ir)l i l8,c irrlt i  l i l 'crrcr' "l '
God (Evdok imov l99o) .  So l ] \ ' c lok in rov  t t rgcc l  e t  rcc l r t i t t r i t rg  o l  l l re  rad ic i r l  sp i t - i -

tua l i t y  o f  the  mothcrs  and la thcrs  o l  t l l c  ( l ( ' s t r1  l ) t l l  i l l  l h t  l t i t l c le t l  o rd i r la r r '
everyday l ivcs of t,r 'r ' lcsial bcirtgs loclitr ' . Olle tIx's l)o1 itrsl sir! l lra\crs ollr

becomes praycr" (1.\,t lqli imoy lttgil). 1'he rtppetrl is slraiglrt l irn'r ' irrt l l l  lrttnrittt
be ings  have br r l r r ! rh t  s r r l i i , r - in ! . :  i tn ( l  des tn l ( . t io l t .  l l t cn  i l  i s  a l \ ( )  l l l l -oL tg l l  l r t l l l l i l r l
ac t ion .  t rans fornrcc l  bY thc  b r t rL r tv  an t l  k , r ' t ,o l  ( i r t l .  t l r t r t  ( i t r l  r r  i l l  r rcco tnp l i s l l  the
over tu rn ing  o [  th is  cV i l .  ( l ( ]d  $ , i l l  be  ac t iD l t  l l l ro t lg , t l  l l l t t l l ,  as  t  l r c  l l i l l l e  T( ' (oL l t l t s '

. In his own life in lhe hoslcls irt I l i i 'r 'rcs ittrcl Siyri 's i i trcl l\{ass\' irnd trs rctr)cll l-
b9red  by  th , ,sc  l i . ' r  \ \ ' hum he. t t t -cc i ,  I ' r r t l l  l ' \ ' do l i in to t  s  l i s io t r '  l i l i e  t l ) i l t  o l  the
church  fa thcrs  aD, l  r l r | ,1 |s t . r l  l . r l l r c rs  a r t t l  r l ro lhcrs  ! \ ' i l s  i l l \ \ ' i t1 ' s  rc t r l i s t i c  t t t t t l  p t r -
sona l  Thc 'd is tanec  hr ' t rvcc t r  t l t c  c levc l t rp t ' c l  t tnd  t tn t l cvc lopcc l  t ) i l l i o t l s  h ( ' \ \ ' ro t t :
tn  1967.  cou ld  c { ) r1 r ( .L lo t |n  t , r  th is :  an  ( ' l cc t r i c  too t l r t r r t l sh  i t r  t l l c  Nor th  shou ld
oot  deny  a  conta incr  o l  n i l k  to  a  ch i l c l  in  l l t c  Sout l r .  I le 'has  l l t c  p i l t r i s t i (  ( l t ro tes
a t  hand too .  "Mon i ' r '  i rnc l  a l l  o l l rc r  goods  i t r t ' thc  co l r r l l l ( ln  p ropcr l l ' o f  i l l l  i L ls l  as

'  
F . , \ S l . l l t N  i ) K l l l ) t x ) x  l H ( ) t i ( l l l l  9 9
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thc  l igh t  and a i r  n 'e  b rea the . " ' r 'h is  b i t  o f  chr is t ian  s .c i . l i s r ' camc l ro ta  s in r {y ,^
the New 'l 'heologian (949 I022). "Womcn rvho embroiclcr biHical ,ccn".. ,r;
the i rc lo th ingwou lddobct tc r to l i veout thcses tor ies . . r , r , ro teJo l tnLhrysos ton ,
whose golden mrutlr" earned hirn a trcath march at the errcr of hir rife.-rlarir the(ireat argrred. "You are a thief i l  you translirrm into your possession. lt,hut y,,i
had rcceivcd only as a steward. ' It is hard to miss thc radical polit ical 1,ct esi:lr;f
tological pcrspective in the teachings oi these [athers and other saints. I]vtloki-
nov concluclcs his rleditation on thc social ancl polit ical pcrspectivc ol. lhe
church bv arguing lor a tax by u,hich lhe all luencc ol r,r,ealt.hy nations noukl 6i
redistributccl to rcshapc thc situation of thc thir(l norlt l. [n tin encyclical ir l,1x1
thc sirrnc rinre. I 'rograssin 1t.prtl., irn. I).pe I)aul \rl [rad also calleti t irr thc scrririg
up ol a global Iund establishcd bv taxes derivcd lront conspit,uous collsumpti()1,
witsle. altd the buildup ol rrrmanrenls. Only thc recent proposirl by nr,*.,,u,
h  umani ta r ian  a l ld  rc l ig ious  lcadcrs  f r ) r  lhe  Croup o f  E igh f  lead ing  r ra t ions  to  s top
nrakin!: intcrest bearing loans. write oll dcbts, atrd rlal<e outrigil gritr)ls to lhe
p(x)r countries conres close in radicalitv

Ilvdokimor'. a rnan ol boll.r thc rvorlJ and lht, clrrrrch, untlcrstood that no l i lw
cou ld  a l fec t  the  in te r io r  ch i rngc  o f  hear t  th . t  leads  t ' c r i l l e rcn t  acr ion .  ( i r r \ ( , r -
sion callnol r.ontc throrrgh corrlpriIsiolt. \ 'et lraditions ol laith ciin pli lnt the sccds
o l  such persona l  and thcn  cornmuna j  t rans l i r rmat ion .  , l ,hus  

he  ca l led  I i r r  a  I i ind
ol suntmil rnceting ol the lcadcrs of lhe worlcl 's grcat traditions: the l)opc, rlre
Orthodox patriarchs. heads of the churches ol. lhc Reforntation, rabbis irrrd
rnlams, the cntirc "fanrily ol .,\braham." A smallcr version ol such a gathering
has incicecl occurred, in l9li6 at Assisi. at Ibpe JohD I,aul II s invitati(nr. ,-\|) id
outbursts ol violcnce thcrc is sli l l  peacclul protest by many groups at nrcclinlls
tl the \lorld 1'rade organizatio.. and er,en cerebril ies havc calle'd ror rirrgir irrg
<tl del.rts anrl gifts of aid to i lrrpovcrished coLlntries. Flvdokir.nov recognizf(j lhitt,
ir) the r,\ 'ords ol l)aul l j luarcl. ,.Evcrything 

$,ris nol t lee(lcd 1o makc a u,orl(1. Jrrsl
love, alr(l nolhing clse. 

' 
I lut hc also saw that such changc ol hcart lhen rcquir.rcl

action. All lucnt nations sharing lheir r{,call lr $,as just a beginning; thc r,r,or.lt l
c()mmunity had l0 go l irrther to c(x)pcrate in a pl;tn lbr a trulv global econonl\t
a n()rld soci('ty n'hcre rcsollr( es woulti bc managcd by trl l . usccl b1, ail. Oll lv l l t js
worrld trpproach lhe justice ol whiclr thc Bible sneirks.

Mari:r Sl<obtsova

''\ similarly .adical 'i.r' of the cospe|s ca to tra.sftrrm thc nrrrki in lo'c is
foLtnd Iirst arrcl foremost in the l i le and writ ings of Mother Maria Slioblsovil
{F lackc l  l9u  l ) .  Onc o l  the  nros t  co lo r l i r l  and  or ig ina l  l igures  in  the  Or tho( l ( ) \
Church in thc moclcrn cra. Elisabeth pilcnko, trs shc wa, i ln.,r. *,or,, gil iccl pocl
and parl of thc circle O[ the l lussian poet Alexandcr Bkrk. Shc \4,as in()lr/ed it]
the poli l ical turmoil of lhc Russian RevolutioD, mery havc becn involved in thc
plol to assassinate'l 'rotskr,, and n.as herscll nearly ciecutc,d by both the l]olshc,

ox, und tl," *:'1".1;:i;ft ,,:T#;iH il;'ft T'l,l1iili::l:,:T:,'l
d@lt": ",' j"  ̂ ."r t,ti,,u t oti. Ilur.nanitarian aid and counscl to impoverishcd

gffiffi*rlffi
ri""rli" ftf" in dur time trcedc''l to fitrtl its tuodcrn locatiort ancl lirrnr' Il intleetl

ll i"i lf" to. u tign ul thc prescncc of (iod's kingtlonr in sociel]r th(:n 'lonlslics

ii""fa, "t,n"', 
predcctss')rr did' live lhc lilc ol Ihe (iospcl in tllt u'orl(l scrYrng

Ci-Uy rtt"t, pruy". and by loving thc childre n ol (lod She hacl irr rnirr(l the prac-

iilf r"*i* 
"f 

t"ff"ring pcrrplc try t he descrl motrastics ttntl I he loctttion ol rttttttl

,^ilty tonur,ia houscs in-sttch urban locations as thc Studios monastcrv in ('on-

.il it lt"pf" and the lJasili irde it] Llaesarea lnccssantly in ller \\'rititrgs Nl{)lher

fJu rt.".t"a the indivisibilitv ol thc love rtl (lotl and the love ol thc Irciglriror'

;;;;;*J"' written in the minulcs slrc coulcl stcal liom hcr n'orli ' art li l lcd n'itlr

;;;;;;;;t".""tions on the slress o[ the pace of moclern life and tlte cotnpltx

ionraqo"n"a. of political uphcavals such as thc Russian lLcvolution thetr tht

6*"i-O"pt"ttiun. and linallv the Second \\trrltl \\iar' Ilelirre hcr lrotlastic pro-

fession, her li le was already conlmittcd to scrvicc shc travelecl aroulttl Fritltcc'

vlslting and counseling erligres. raising fullcls lirr their itssislancc scekir)gtretter

governmental wellarc services. and workilrg t() sccurc retrainitll l alttl rchirbili-

tation for them. Alicr entcrinll monastic li le she rcntcd large rcsider)tial trnits

both within Paris and in thc suburbs. to sct up lirst at Vill ir de Saxc thcn rttc clt

Iourmel and Noisy-le-(irand. hoslcls for the honlcless ancl strllcritrg. li| ing

centers for the sick and agcd. Shc hoped 10 attract othcr tl 'omcrt lo lhls tl)()llas-

tic life of servicc, but her collettgues n'erc leu' atrd tttrporltrl ' She hatl a lorlll i-

auUf"p".to""fitv 
"'n 

i.n ,,rt" .,,u t.t n ot t olcratc 'l 'h erc u'a s a hin d ol tttrclet'l it lecl

war between hcr antl hcr lirst cltaplaitr. Irr. Kiprian Kertr' n ho could rtot ailapl

io her way of lite. yct she was also blessc'tl lvith 1r'r'o vcry discertting chaplalrls'
Frs.  Iev Ci l le t  i  rd  l ) i rn i l r i  K l t .p i r r i r re .

Echoing Basil thc (lreat. Nlother Nlaria put hcr reading ol thc (iospcl's strcial

ethic blunily. nt tne lost ludgtnenl I will not be asked n'hethcr I satisfaclorih
practiced asceticism, nor hot'' Il)eln,- prostratiolrs and bott's I hat't: nlade br:forc
t"\u 

"ftu. 
f *ii if i losf."i *t",f r". I lerl the hungry, clothcd lhe nahcd' \iisited th('

s i "LanAt t t "  o . i r r " . ' . ,  in ' i , , ' i .  L t t , , ,  is , r t l  l r t i l l  l ' t ' l tk t r l  l r t  I tcr  rc l tect i . 'ns. ' t r  l l t '
"second com'mi,ndmenl.l that ol krving the neighbor as ortesell' \ ' lothcr ll laria
concluded that, lust as onc \\'as to ltx'e (ird $ ith one s rryholc nlincl lleart an(l
will, the two commtrn.lmc,rts 'r'cre rcally one {skoblsova 2(X) i: 45-(rg) lrt att
essay written in 19l7 but nevcr published atlcl locatcd again bl' lrr' Dinritri s

daught". nete.r" ond her sc.rn Antoinc, 
'l 'ypes o[ Religious l' ives 

' Mother ]\' laria
tonaoa*,-t n,ttl,;r theological bul also a social-psychological cxillrl inalion ol'



l . r \ s  l F . R \  o R l t l o l ) o \  l M ) t ( ; H l  l o  J
l { ) - 2  \ l r (  I | , 1 r  r .  P r  r , ko \

hou fa i th  a r rd  l i l c  i r rc  conncc lcd .  o r  no1,  in  the  soc ia l  r r r r r l c l  a round l rc r .
(Skobtsova -200 ) :  l .1O- l i6 ) .  Sh ! 'p r rsents  ide i r l  t lpes  i r )  i r  p ro t ) ing  t rna l l s is  r l ra l
i s  rx t r t :mc l ) '  p rec ise  in  c? lp tu r ing  sonre  o l  thc  var io i rs  s t l , l t : \ "  r ) l  rc l ig io l ' i l l  i u  t l ( ,
Or thodox  ( 'h r i s l ia ls  shc  k r reu .  She de l inca les  i tes t l l c l i c ,  r i tL ta l i s l i c .  i l ,LU l t r ,  , l r ( l
pecr r l ia r l l '  Russ ian- t l r l t r r ra l  l l ' pcs '  o l  r t l i g ios i t ] t  O l  g rL 'a1es t  rc le rancc  hcr . ( , ,
t l rough.  i s  hcr  s l , c tch  o l  thc  s in rp le r .  rnore  rad ic t r l  t rpp lo t rc l r  o le  l i r t r l s  i r r  t l r c
(iospels ard iu lhc l i |cs ol rnilnl saints. r\ "pt'crrl i trr lan" scents to lrc ir1 r|or.l i .
s l l c  \ \ ' ro te ,  qu i tc  thc  oppos i tc  o l  thc  ea l t  r r lus  r l f  cver , t , r la |  l i l c .  l { t r l l re r  th i tn  L r t r r rg
i t t tpover is l t rd  b l  c r r : r ' l  do l la r  o r  hour  I  g i le  a \ \ 'a t  to  so l reo lc  i r  nc t , r l .  i r r  r t ' i r l r11
I  rccc ive  b i rc l '  even rnore  th i rn  lg ivc . , { r r t l  r r 'h i r t  ldo  no l  sharc ,  r r l ra t  I  r i r t l t c r  t r . , ,
to  ho t t r r l ,  l l i d ( .  p ro lcc l .  c le t r  i l c rcasc  in  \1or t l t .  r rc lu t r l l l  s l ips  i ru i r \  l i o rn  r r r r ' .  i r
cor tsuncd.  iLs  i l  burncd uyr .  lh r  rcspor rsc  o l  so  nr i ru r  ( i r  l l re  l9  lOs)1o t l le  p .o l ) l c
anc l  soc i r t r  i r l r r r r r r l  t l t c rn  1o  uncn lp lo ]n ren t .  honrc lcssness ,  hur rgcr ,  t l t c
brca l iup  o l  r r r i r r r i t tgcs .  i inn i l i cs ,  ps tc l rcs  l t i l rnc lJ ,  to  re t r r i t t  to  t l re  rnov ics ,  t l r c
ca l [ .  rvas  a  lL l t ] rc r  l ragcd l : ' l i r  u ' i l l t  l i )  ( ' sc i tpc  th r  s r r l l i , r i r rg  o i  o t ] r ( ' r i ,  s i t i ( l  l l )L r rh
a t r ( ) I r I  1 l r ( ' ( l i sapp( 'a l i rn te  o l  t l r c  hcr r r t ,  the  l ( )ss  o i  conr r r run i tv  and l lu  l la  r )  i l  \ .  (  )n r
c r r t t k l  n t r t ' i r t  i r s  r t t l l  no t  in lo  j i r zz  o r  a lco l ro l  b r r l  i r r to  l i l u lg ic i r l  r 'h i rn t ,  l i r c r  o1 '
\a in ls  a r  ld  f i tua ls .

\ \ ' h i l c  s l rc  I )a in t rd  i rnd  c r r rb ro idercc l  bc i ru l ih r l  i cons  i l r ) ( l  v ts t l r rcn ts .  I lo r l r ( ' r
\ la r ia  re t ' t r l l t c lcss  thoLrgh l  t l ra t  ( ' l r r i s l .  rn lc r ing  in lo  l l r c  sp lcDc lor  o l  : r r r l r
r t r r rs l t ip .  nou ld  ever r t r ra l l l ,u 'o r l i  l r i s  n 'a l  ou l  the  r ' l ru rch  do( ) r  in l ( )  thc  sc lL r i r rc .
thc  s l rec ts  ou ls idc .  r , t  hc rc  l r i s  su l l c r ing  c l r i l t l r t r  uc rc . ' l  l r t  ( iospc l  s  t rL lc  l i ) r , c
pr  )pc ls  (  h r is t ians  or r t  l i o r r r  l l r c  c 'u t  l ra  r i s t  i c  I i1 ! r rg r '  a rd  s iU)c l  l ra  |  \ :  i r  I  o  I  l r c  l i t r r  r  { r
o I  lov ing  nr rc l  scn  i rg ,  lhc  nc ighbor  i r r  eve ' rvdav  l i l c .  I lo t l rc r -  \ l i r r i t r  l c i t ] i zcd  t l r i r t
\ \ ' l )a l  s l te  \ \ ' i l s  p ropos in ! l  lan  d i rec t l l ' coL ln tc r  to  0 rd i r ra r l  l ru rnar r  o r ic t ) t i l l i l ) r ) .
(ounter  to  oLr r  l i r  u r la r r ro r l  a r  l  lov t 'o l  se l l ,  thc r  o l  lhosc  r ' los ( ' s l  1o  r . rs  t r r r t l  l l r , , ' c
Inos l  l i k t 'us .  \ ' t : t  u l r i l l  she  rc i rd  i r  thc  I l ib lc  about  l l re  i rbso l r r l t  q r r i r l i t , t  r r l  t io t l  s
lo t  c  a t tc l  h is  dcs i l '  t  l t  a l  n 'c  lovc  i r r  t  l t t  sar r r rc  rn iu l l re r  t r i rnsL  er ( le i l  a l l  t  l resc  l i  n ,  t  s
o l  lo r t ' .  1 'he  i l i v inc  l i r rn r  o l  love  n  i l l  rna l i . c  evr r r  t l l e  l )a rcn l  ser  lh r  i r ] ) i t c (  o l  ( ; ( ) ( l

r i ( ) l  o t th  i l )  one 's  ch i l t l  bu t  a lsu  iD  o thcr  ch i l c l rcn ,  in  o l l r t ' r  peop lc  i rn ( l  lhc i r  \ i l r r -
i r t ions .  I l y  g iv ing  $c  recc ive .  \ \ ' l ta t  r rc  g iYc  is  no t  los l  bu t  f ( ' tu Ins  r ra l r \  l i n t r5
or, t 'r. r 'rtt iclt ing us.

\ lo th t ' r  i \ la r ia  vvas  bo th  loved anc l  rcv i l c t i  in  h r r  o r t r  Rr rss i i r r  conrnrun i l r  i t t r t i
chur ( l r .  ( 'u l t i l l ! t  s l ro l t  l to  s t i r l  a t  thc  s ( ' r \  i ccs  lo  p rcpar t 'n r t 'a ls .  r r i r l i i n l -1  r ' i t t l i
rn l ) rn  in t  t  r ips  l  o  l  l l e  n lca t  i i  ( l  p roc luce  rnark r l  s  a1  I - t ' s  I  la l t cs  l0  hc i t  l r l t  o r  c rs  i r  t l J
d i t r ' -o ld  i t cns .  v is i t i l q  l l ) c  ca l Is  1o  l ind  t l re  lo r rc l l  a r r r l  lh t .  I ronrc ] rss  l r i rn l t i l rg  r ) r l

lo  lbe i r  q lasscs  o l  cheap rv inc  so  as  t ( )  e l l jov  the  she l t r r  a r rc l  r l i r rn r lh  ] r t r  lo i t
e r i r tg  o f  l t c lse l l  to  l l r c  l cvc l  o l  t l re  u r l i ) r tu ra tc .  in  l l l c  cx i rn r l ) l c  o l  C l r r i s l .  l t l a ( l r
her  a r t  e r r rb i r r r i rss rnen l  lo  r ) ran \ '  o l  her  conter l rpor i r r i cs .  l l t  r t t i r t i sc  e r tccs  o l  h t  r  b l
sonre ' r to tab lc  cmigrcs  (on t i r i l r  a  ln i \ t r r rc  o l  d isp i r rag i r ! l  (onrnc l ) l s  o r )  l rc r  o l l -
to r t l i r r rn i tv  an t l  p i rss io r ra tc  l r i l tL r rc  i l s  $c l l  i r s  p ro l0ur r r l  r ( 'g rc t  i r l  l t i i v i t lg  l i tP l  i l
( l i s la r tce .  a t  look i r rg  ckx , r 'n  on  l rc r  r r rusu i r l  l i l e  o l  serv icc .

l )u r ing  l l r c  Naz i  occupat io t r  o l  l r rL lncc .  \ lo lhcr  \ ]a r i i r  i i ( t i vc l ] 'ass is te ( l  r r r i l t t \ '
who $erc  ta rgc te( l  bv  t l le  ( les lapo l i r r  l1 r r rn r lup  ar rc l  l l re  t le i r th  c i ln r l )s .  l r r  l ) in l i t f i
i ss t tc t l  rn i r r rv  bapt ismi r l cer l i l i ca lcs  to  p ro t rc l  l cWish  pco l ) l ( '  t ) ] '  i r ) (  (  ) r  l )o ra l  io  n  in  lo

- -^,nmunity ol hts pirrish \lother 1\lrrria leil hit l ancl hclpt'd other lerl islt

g,#lt i:::: iul';:',T,lll.':l iiTJlill,'lilll:'lii: i:ITiil:;i;
d"tilli#" 

";r"'i...r 
i" ,r,. (icstapo ir.(l sc.t on to detitlt cttmps *ltcrc all

Fa ?ti'i:;::';,,;i,,,,,n1 rt,. pla(.c ol a'othcr \\'o.rar) it) it r'itg.. ltt'adccl t. lhe

"d.*""ltllj ' ll '-,'r.".t 
r.i.i rttrcl thc crtrrp |ecortls nott hcr clealh ttu \lttrclt

q1t:X1:]j;Jiticl.1', lust uue l's beiitrc libcrirtiott bl tltc llttssiitn arnrr" Sltc is

31 '  l v * " ' - ' - : ' . . - . f  
t  h , ' l  r t s l t l e t , us  i t t l l o l l g  t l l e  ( l c t l l i l c s  a t  Ya t l  Vas l t e t l t  i t l l t l  r na l t l

hnno reo  i l l ' ( " ' "  ' _  '  
,

L' ,11""o"  r t " '  as i t  I r r i r r l \  r . l  . t t t  t i t t t ' ''.'.liir,ourr,0,,',,,.i1'I:l:l:i;,,:,1:I.:i.;i:liij:l:l\li',,ll,llX.'jl;,l"iilll'illlll:l
the economK -rxrl,litli]l"til,i,l.'t ,',,,n.',''i.: ii" - ,,i l.r't' r'iis t ltitt s i'ctr t(J ir tl
Maria also u ntlcr-st""'l ' l"l l, 'J:;.".::;i i.r'ul 

r'r" rrr" t*'r" irnr.l $rrrkctl l irr rt l irt trt ttl
actualperson bt ' l ( ) r : l ] : : , . . ) l l l i ' : : . ; . , ; , , , , , i t ,1r , , r , , r | . , t , t l " , t  

, r 'h i r r  r r r ig l r r  berr  b t 'ca l lcd
al l levels . Is ta lut t t ro , l l ] . . ' : l ) . . : : l - t , : i , ,  , , , r t i r r r . l  ( r . r l r r rc i . t  a :  hcr  cr r . lc 'ss. r  l r r '  l ] r r l
a Dersona l is t  s (  ) t  i i l l e lh lL  lnu  l l l (

g a k o v s a w  i t .  t h c  l l L l r r i t l l l l \  { i l  t i o ( l  \ l o t l l c r \ l a r i a s o t t g l t t t o p t l t i l r l o i l ( t i ( J n i l s

we l l  as  in to  u ' t l rds  t l t c  h t l l l l i l t l  LoL l t l t c rp i t r t  r l f  lh is  l tan t t l t  h t tn l t t t t  c i l r (  lo r  t l )e

other in the mann(r ,,1 tl,nl; ,rt,tulf,:r lr lr ' ' . i i"c11 \\ i lhotl l.rcser\ i l t iott or t lcttt ittrd

Was her  work  css t 'D t ia l t l  ,u | : r i .u i  p l , i t , , i , t l t ! , rp l  o r -char i t l  r \ ' i th . tx r  re i r l  po l i l i c i r l

d imens ion ;  Qu i tc th (  co t l l ra t \ " " " l t l t " " t t tp i t ' l i ' u t l t l l va t l i r teo l . t l l e  
re i t l i t vo l  l l l c

s ta teand i ts ins t i t t l l i ( ) l ) s i l l l dp tx l ' t ' r . l t l ass is t i r lg t l res t r l . l c r i r rg 's l l t r r t i l i zeda l l t l l e
; ; t i ; ; i ; ; ; ; ; , . , ; " t i ' t l re  l ' re 'chr rc l l i r res ] ' s te r '  l )L r r i r )s thc \ \a r ' l l r t rcs i ( i c r r ts1) r

her hostcls u,ere cngirgc(l in praclicirl t asli i  srrch as pr.cparirtg cltrt l l  i ttg l irr l rr xrps

"ta "rg"atrt"g 
nt".l i ,r l ar.tppli" ' '  t ' t ttt lcr the (]ccLlpalioll lht I lostel cli l t i t lg lr ittt ls

fed  the  ne ighborh t lu , t  n , ,ng . t  u ' i ' t i g { ' \L l r r In r l r t i i r l i ' ' r l s i r r rd l ' l r1 ' l i c I r r r r t l i r r t  
S l te

countered  the  e l l i r r t  to  r r t t t t t t l  up t l i c ' Jer rs t ' l  L ' i t r i s  r t t t t l  cv t r r  t r r  l l t c  n r rvc r l ; t r1 i11 l ;

camp opposec l  thc  mr tc l t  i t le  r t '  o i  c lc i t t l t  l r  i l h  s r l l i r l l  b t l tpo \ \ t r l t l l ge \ l t l l - f s  r rc r  r t r \ l

embro ider ics  uerc  o l  t l l e  , ' \ l l i c t l  i r l ! r i s i t r r l  r r f  Nor t r t i t t t t l v  i r t  t  l r c  s tY lc  o l  t l r t '  l l i t vc t tx

tapes t ry  and o l  the \k r thero l  t ioc l  ho lc l i r rg  Ies t l s  r lo t  as  i r . ch i ld  b t r t  ' r s  l l l e  r ' t t t t i

ffed one, thc (}rd u ho rttnlies It i l ttself otle u ith it l l  u l lo sLtl lcr'

I  chose these t l t ree  re t t ta r l i i rb l t 'Or tho t | r r  ( ' l l r i s l ia l l s  o l  oL t r  t in le  s t t l c l l '  fo r  l l te

ins igh t fu i  i ; t ' rg ;  , i r " t  , . " r , , r "  u l r , , r . , t ' t1 , .  Chr is t ia r )  t t r t t l c rs ta t t t l i t tg  ' r l  s . ' '  i i r l  i r r r ' ' l

po l i t i ca l  l i l e  in  t f re  rno t lenr  c ra .  Erc t r  t l ro re  i t r tpor t i t t l l l l  l  p rcs( ' r r l  t l l c t r t  l i r r  t l t c

example  o f  th r : i r  r t r rk  u , ,A  
" * i r t i , t , .  

i : t ,e i '  l i t t '  
" t t tb tn i '  

t l t c  c l t ' t t  a t  t c t  t : l i c ' r l

ttt. Eo"t"tn i i.t ir,,, l ,,r 'p, 'r.rr-, i.r '" I cltsctibt't l  eirt-l icr' Itr thcir- l ivcs cach onc u'its

p o l i t i c a l l y  i t n t l  s o r i i t l l r , ' . t i , .  : " t ' i u t  l t r r l c ' r l ' ' *  ' c r \ ' ( t l  l l t t l l (  \ \ ' r ' ( ) l r ( l  l t t t t t t i t  t r l r ' l

i " ,h " ; ; ; ; ; i ; ; . : , i  i , ' :  t i , ' * , , " t i '  l e l ;  1 rJ . \ i i , t l , c r \ ' l t t r iascr t ' c t l i t s t r t t t t ' o to r
htt h;;"-;; ; i  ; ' '", ' ,., i ,, iu. l l t ' t  olLrti.. .rr(l \\ 'us alrrrost cxectrlccl b1' b,lh 1hc

Bolshcviks un.f tn" ri l ,u" .\r 'ntr '. l ' i tLtl l i l i lol i i tnov Lritrt icipatc(l itr 1l1e Rcsislancc

" "d  
th " ;  t , t ; i t ; ; ; " t ' i ' , tg , , r :  t . " t ' ' . ' " to1hesr l le r iug  asc l id  N ' l t t ther  l \ la r ia  lhcv

never denied the rlcetl l i 'r polit ical cllartgc tirr govcrtttnenl s iusl atr(l, l lul anc'

treatment o[ its cit izens.,,n,l ull l l tr"" rectlgttizccl t l le Inol)str(]t ls l lo\slDll l l lc\ ul

a tot"fit". i,,. , i ,,t. ,rr,,rr. i,,tt". ' l ' lreir l l 'c ibr the rreighbor attd sc'n'irrg.of- t lte.

su f fe r ing  u 'as .  hor le  ver ,  d i rc t t  i t t l c l  pc rs l l t t t t i '  I l o l  r t s t r i c l ( ' ( l  lo  l l r t  ( l l t )1 ! ' l l \ l ( ) r r \  ' r
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Schmitt

Hollerich

godfather of political theology is the controversial

iurist and sometime Nazi Carl Schmitt.'l'his "Martin Heidegger oi polit-

rv' and "German Hobbes of the twentieth century" (Schmitt 1996b:

1998: 100), as he has been called. is usually credited with reintro-

e concept of politicaltheology into modcrn discourse. This chapter pro-

introduction to Schmitt's life and work. an account of his political

as he understood it. and a review of thc critical reception ol his work

fellow Catholics.
scholarship is massive, contentious. and unabating (sce Mehring

1995: Seubert 2(X)2) Relerence will be made only to sources
this presentation.

Case of a Christian Epimetheus"?

(1S88-1985)was born into a strongly Catholic farnily in Plctten-

His modest origins and his religious identity pcrhaps con-
to his ambition and also to a certain incorrigible insecurity. Trained in

s, he rose rapidly from academic obscurity to an appointment at the
Friedrich-Wilhelm lJniversitv in Berlin in 1933, a position which he

World War II because of his complicity with the Third Reich His

was assisted by a prolific outpouring of books and articles on

constitutional and political theory, and broader cultural topics'
against the backdrop of the Weimar Republic and its lluctuating [or-

Schmitt's writings reflect his skepticism about the reigning neo-Kantian
rphy of law and ibo,lt legal positivism, his concern for the viability and

of Weimar democracy and a fascination with dictatorship, and his


